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SPECIAL EDITION December 1952/January 1953. 
INAUGURAL ADDRESSES AT THE THIRD WORLD 


CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIAN YOUTH. 


The inaugural address . at the Third World Conference of Christian Youth, 
held in Kottayam, in the State of Travancore-Cochin, India from December 11-25, 
1952, (see EPS No. 48), was given by His Highness the Rajpramukh of Travancore- 
Cochine "This is a unique occasion", His Highness said, "that the World Conference 
of Christian Youth should be held in Asia, and especially in India, and I feel a 
special gratification that this state has been chosen as the venue of the 
Conference". 


"There is a certain appropriateness", continued the Rajpramukh, "in 
choosing this State, because Travancore has had a very long association with 
Christianity, starting from the visit to our land of St.Thomas and St.exavier — 
and Kottayam is one of the oldest and best-established Christian centres in the 
State." 


Welcoming the Conference and wishing it success, the Rajpramukh greeted the 
vast assembly with folded arms, pronouncing the ancimt Sanskrit benediction — 
tloka samastha sukhino bhavantu! -— to all the world be happiness abidinge 


The Chairman Professor Lakshan Perera, replying to the Rajpramukh's welcome 
address, declared: "The delegates of this Conference come from all parts of the 
world, carefully selected from among leaders. To ensure that this is truly a 
Youth Conference we have made it a principle that the delegates should be 
under 35". 


Mr. Perera noted that this Conference differed from the two previous Confer= 
ences at Amsterdam (1939) and Oslo (1947) - "On the one hand, Asian delegations 
are stonger and special emphasis will be given to problems connected with Aside 
Though small in numbers the youth assembled here are true representatives of 
millions of Christians who come under the five sponsoring orgenisations". 


On behalf of the Kerala Ecumenical Youth Committee, a newly-formed Youth 
Organisation to support the Conference, the Revo M.A. Thomas welcomed the 
Conference leaders and delegations. "Never did we dream, when we met in Oslo in 
1947, that this quiet corner of the world would be chosen as the venue of the 


Third World Conference of Christian Youth." He pointed out that the Christian 


=| T.TOO§$§$@ 6 


The aim of the Excumeni 2 reat I ; 
of scumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Church 1 Christian Mov 
burches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. \ 


rolls he 


Youth belonging to all the denominations and youth organisations in Kerala 
had come together in a spirit of co-operation, notwithstanding the somewhat 
vexing inter-church problems. The Conference, he said, had instilled a 
spirit of ecumenism which he hoped would outlast the Conference itself. 


His Grace, Mar Clemis Abraham , the Metropolitan of the Jacobite 
Syrian Church, and one of the Presidents of the Local Arrangements Committee, 
in his address, declared that while the East can claim to be the cradle of 
all religious and ancient civilisations, South India can equally claim to 
be the ancient nucleus of the missionary enterprise of St. Thomas. It was 
therefore in the fitness of things that the Conference should be held at 
Kottayam. 


Dro WeA. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, speaking on behalf of the st sponsoring organisations, said “First 
we shall thank God for allowing us to come together. We live in a world 
where we can easily come together by means of fast conveyances, from 
different parts of the world. There are some whom we would Like to have 
had with us, but who could not come." 


"Some three or four years ago we said that we would very much like 
to have a World Conference of Christian Youth in an Asian setting. Well, 
we have it now, Why is it that we finally came to this part of Asia, more 
yartionlarly to this part of India? We wanted to have it in a place that 
has not been too much affected by civilisation. We wanted to see all the 
old customs of the people, as we a,,reciated the possibility of contacting 
Christians from different traditions. We have here Christians whose 
tradition goes back to the first century of the Christian era, and also 
Christians who belong to Younger Churches, often with a wonderful dynamic 
sense of evangelism. There is ecumenical co-operation between churches of 
different traditions in this part of the world." 


"We would begin our conference with real hope. International con— 
ferences are difficult things. Just think of all the names you have heard 
this .orning, and of the problems arising between these nations. Thank God 
that we have an enormous advantage. We are followers of the One Lord. The 
great question is whether we have sufficient imagination and sufficient 
faith to make this Conference really manifest the power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the world of today." 


At the conclusion of the public inauguration the Indian National Anthem, 
was sung, the six thousand people assembled there rising to express their 
loyality to the country. 


In the afternoon the entire conference was invited to the Government 
House for a garden party given by the Rajpramukh. This was the first 
occasion on which a Hindu head of a state was host to an international 
gathering of Christian Youth, 


m Se 


Miss Sarah Chakko, one of the six presidents of the World Council of 
Churches and first speaker at the Third World Conference of Christian Youth, 
spoke of Kottayam as a pilgrimage. "Ve are on a journey and to us comes God's 
question, ‘Adam, where art thou?! And since we represent the youth of the 
countries from which we come we also have to face the question: 'Where is thy 
brother?! In the spirit we show and the imagination we display depends the 
fruitfulness of our coming together. let us not be too clever in our cleverness 
nor yet too fearful in our littleness. But “et us be humble in our ignorance 
depending on ‘the foolishness of God which is wiser than the wisdom of men’, 
Like the Magi let us seek the King with confidence, bringing as royal gifts the 
best of body, mind, soul and strength. Let us cast aside our preconceived 
notion as to where he can be found with courage. Let us be ready to be sent 
forth from His presence to wherever He may send us." 


Bible Study and Discussion Groups filled the following days. How did 
they work? This question is answered by: 


LAKSHMAN GOONEWARDENE , Ceylon -~ "Like brothers and sisters of one family we 
shared together the problems of Christian witness in different parts of the 
world. The problems were varied and yet the same." 


ROBERTO RIOS, Argentina — "These meetings provide us with a good opportunity 
in order to appreciate the complexity and variety of the problems which the 
Christian youth must face in the different parts of the world and to feel, 

at the same time, the extraordinary necessity that all of us have for Christ, 
the answer." 


P.M. MATTHEWS, Australia - "The immensity of the problems posed by the delegates 
was staggering and almost overwhelming. On the other hand t:.e sincerity of the 
delegates in facing the facts in a realistic way, and their desire to find a 
solution was most stimulating." 


Vikarin RUTH EPTING, Germany ~- "The group work about our major concern has 
given us a broad outlook on the problems in the different areas. We would have 
liked to have talked a little longer. In spite of certain difficulties of 
language we gathered something of the post war problems in the world." 


ANARE K, RAIWALUI, FijiIslands = "The various reperts contributed by the 
members of our Bible Study Group again proved the fact that the modern world 

is far far away from that which God created in the Beginning. The introduction 
of non-Christian practices by non-Christian people into Christian countries 
seems to be very common now throughout the world, and is one of wie most power~ 
ful sources of secularism among the Christian youth." 


DIN DAYAL, India — "One thing is ciear from the discussions, the young men 
and women of different countries are facing problems which are peculiar to their 
countries but the answer to all the probiems is the same: Jesus Christo" 
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IivDE A Sto Thomas Day Celebrations. 


Organised by all the Christian churches in Kerala (States of Malabar and 
Travancore-Cochin) a festival commemorating the 1900th anniversary of the 
arrival in India of St. Thomas, the Apostle,"was a highlicht demonstrating the 
unity of these Churches in their couuwon inneritance and its significance to 
church—life to-day." Leaders and delegates to the Third World Conference of 
Christian Youth (Kottayam, Travancore, December 11-25, 1952) participated in 
the function in full strength. 


Conference delegates marched four deep attired in their national costumes 
watched by crowds of thousands lining the streets and were greeted at the maidan 
(village common) by twenty thousand people who had come from many parts of Kerala. 


His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghese II, Catholicos of the Hast 
presided over the public meeting. Along with him on the rostrum were represent- 
atives of the churches of the land-bishops of the Orthodox Syrian Church, Mar 
Thoma Syrian Church, Chaldean Syrian Church, Church of South India and the 
(Anglican) Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. Very significant was 
the presence of three Roman Catholic Bishops who brought greetings and messages 
from their Church, 


Main speakers were Mr. K Ke Kuruvilla (Mar Thoma), Dr. John Matthai 
(Orthodox), former Finance liinister of India, lr. Justice Thaliath (Roman 
Catholic), Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft (World Council of Churches) and Rev. Fr. 
Markos Kelachandra (Jacobite Syrian). 


in his Presidential Speech His Holiness the Catholicos of the Orthodox 
Syrian Church said: "We are assembled here to commemorate the event which laid 
the foundation of Christian history in India, to rejoice over it and to offer 
thanks and praise to God who had blessed us with the unique privilege o « »« 

"We belong to different traditions but it is gratifying to remember that we 

are united here in our expression oi our loyalty to the Apostle. In the ordinary 
course of events only the few local denominations would have been present to this 
great gathering, but due to God's great mercy I see before me a replica of the 
ecumenical movement: Christian Youths from nearly fifty countries are present 
heree I expect that those friends will carry to their homes the message of 
this centenary." 
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On behalf of the laity of the churches in Kerala in India Dr. John Matthai 
hoped that the Cnurch would rise to the great opportunities "by revitalising 
and christianising itself", . 


Mr. Justice Joseph Thaliath deplored the divided state of the Church in 
this country, rendering it powerless to face the "world perturbed by chances of 
another War and more than that by the infiltration of Communist ideology". 

He hoped that a practical outcome of this meeting would be"the emergence of 
a permanent institution which will further fellowship and friendship among 
different denominations, " 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the Norld Council of 
Churches, then spoke on behalf ioe the Christians from all parts of the world who 
had gathered for the Third World Conference of Christian Youth, and of the world- 
wide community of Christians of all nations who had come together in a movement 
for Christian co-operation and unity. 

NA few of us had a similar privilege recently of participating in the 
celebration in Greece commemorating the first arrival of St.Paul in Europe « o « 
The fact that these two celebrations are so closely related in time is a wonder— 
ful testimony to the universal nature of our faith", said Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 
"The Churches of this land can now begin to share with the rest of Christendom as 
they have never done before. That is one of the great things that is happening 
in these days through the spiritual hospitality which you Christians in Kerala 
have offered to ovr Conference," said Dr, Visser 't Hooft. "And so we say to 
ourselves: May the memory of St.Thomas lead us all to become more truly apostolic 
Christians who hear constantly the echo of the words - Woe is me, if I do not 
preach the Gospel", 


The significance of this celebration in which for the tirst time represent— 
atives of the whole Christendom took part ; Lies (according to a celebration report 
from Kottayam )in: a) helping all to appreciate that at a time when there were 
no Christians in Western Europe, in Britain or in America there was already a 
Christian community in India; b) that the present ecumenical moveient is a 
rediscovery of an essential part of the original Christian witness reminding us 
of the truly universal character of our Faith; c) that, at a time when the 
existence and expansion of the Church are questioned by new ideologies, these 
ancient Indian Churches show that they know the secret of survival and expansion; 
and d) that the vitality of churches throughout the world depends almost entirely 
on their apostolicity, i.e., in carrying the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

EFS Geneva 


INDIA Third World Conference of Christian Youth. 


At the Third World Conference of Christian Youth which was held at 
Kottayam in the State of Travancore—Cochin from December 11~25,1952 (see EPS No~48) 
Speeches were delivered on “God the Creator", "The Word becomes Flesh", "The 
Cricified and Risen Christ" and "Our Ge icone in Heaven". 
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Mr. Tsunegoro Nara, a Secretary of YMCA Student Departient in Japan, who 
recently returned from imprisonnent in a War Prisoner Camp in the Soviet Union, 
speaking on "God the Creator" said: 


"Tt is beyond our ability to understand the universe in its cosmic whole, 
Mien can speculate upon it or make many ingenious theories called scientific 
about ite But those are nothing but human ideas .. ." iir. Tsunegoro Nara 
continued: "As for the destiny of this world, no one can undorstand it clearly. . 
In my Siberian prison I had a Bible study group with a small number of my fellow 
prisoners e« « e The Bible told us that God created man in His ovm image .. . 
This ability of understanding God's word is the original meaning of reason. " 
And Mr. Tsunegoro Nara concluded his speech: "In our Bible study in Siberia, 
the big question for all was, 'How does God deal with misery and suffering?! 
No need to say, the true key to this question is God's greatest gift to us - 
freedom of will. The God of creation did not make man like a machine. With this 
given freedom we loved ourselves instead of God. Here in this rebellion must 
be found the true fundamental reason for all the imperfection and miseries of 
this world of ourg. « . 


Dr. Martin Niemoller (Germany) who spoke on "The Crucified and Risen 
Christ", said: "We cannot pass the challenging character of Jesus as the Son 
of Man, whom St. Paul calls the second man, hinting thereby that since Adam 
there has been not a single true and real human being accept for Christ « e « 
A decision has to be made: the crucified and risen Christ wants to be the 
living Lord of our life; and that again means that we ourselves have to be 
cruciiied with him and to be raised from the dead with him, by feith .. .» 
What does this mean in practice? . .. We Christians cannot simply and wholly 
take our stand with one side in secular power conflicts; we, e+ef., cannot fight 
for a "Christian Worldt against an ‘Anti-Christian World! as sometimes we are 
expected to do . » « Thus the preaching of the crucified and risen Christ is 
for those who listen and believe in Him, the strongest motive possible for 
responding to God's action by serving their fellow man to the best of our 
knowledge and ability. And the answer is Christ himself, for, so says the 
Lord, who was crucified and raised again from the dead: 'Inasmuch as ye 


have done it unto one of the least of these my bethren, ye have Gane it unto 
me$t 


"Our Citizenship in Heaven" was the theme developed by Mr. Leo Marsh, 
a Member of the National Programme Staff of the National Council of the 
YMCAs of the U.S.A. 

"The citizenship which I call to the attention of this Conference", 
said lir. Marsh, "is that primary spiritual relationship which man may have 
with God. It is a citizenship which must come by faith. It is the resultant 
of man's confession of his faith in God and in man's belief of the wniversality 
of the Church with God at the centre of the universe. The basic role of this 
citizenship is to make manifest the name of God and His will on earth in 
the lives and hearts of men as it is in Heaven as taught by Christ. Christ 
is at the centre of this relationshi>. . ." 
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Discussion Groups. 
Divided into 22 groups, the delegates discussed five topics: 1) Interpreting 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 2) Jesus Christ and the search for personal freedom 
and social justice; 3) The Church's witness to Jesus Christ; 4) The claims of 
Christ in personal and family relationships; 5) Christ in a world of tensionse 


The easy assumption that the lives of Christians provided the best inter- 
pretation was rejected by the groups discussing topic No.l. Indeed they said 
that "precisely because we have failed to live the Gospel, we must preach it, 
because it is God's". Confronting the resurgent faiths of Islam, Hinduism and 
Buddhism, Christians must not pe afraid of being suspect of trying a kind of 
sdentification; they have to interpret the Gospel to all, as they belong to 
the community of Christ, which is a revolutionary community. 


Human freedom was clearly seen to spring from the service of God. Man who 
denied his relationship to God could have no real freedom, This was seen to be 
the fundamental error of Communism. Christians should. make it clear that 
Christianity goes much farther than Communism is being a revolutionary force in 
the world. 


Discussing the Church's Witness to Jesus Christ, the .roups wrestled with 
the distinction between the witness of the sndividual Christian and that of the 
Churche The responsibility of the individual remains but in his witness he is 
sustained by the whole Church» 


The claims of Christ in personal and family relationships were placed 
before the whole conference by members of the group, who spoke of the burden which 
a broken family, the oriental system of marriage by arrangement,and the disunity 
‘of the family in a mechanical age, lays upon young people. This uneasiness and 
suffering demands a rethinking of family relationships on whe basis of the 
Gospel. 


‘Finally the problem of Christ in a world of tensions was discussed. There was 

no doubt as to the tensions. Such an international and interracial conference 
reflected it in all the informal discussions between delegates. The Christian 
choice in the political realms is always the choice between the lesser of two 
evils. Compromise is inevitable, but must be made in the li ht of absolute 
loyalty to Jesus Christ and what a Christian believes to be justice for his 
fellowmen. Indeed, the whole conference was driven back to the need for 
concrete obedience as individuals, families and youth organisations, in a constant 
effort to secure justice for all men. 


Delegates visit Parishes. 


Over 250 leaders and delegates to the World Conference of Christian Youth 
seized the opportunity offered them for making closer contant with the Kerala 
Christian community sharing in their Sunday worship and appreciating their 
home and community life. 


Kerala Ecumenical Youth Committee, a newly created youth group officially 
representing the different churches and missions in this part of South India, 
planned cand carried out’ a programme of parish visits by. the leaders and delegatese 


es, 
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The congregations visited w re of the Orthodox Syrian Church, Jacobite 
Syrian Church, Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Church of South India, and Church of 
God. 


Delegates departure in tows and threes reminded one of the Gospel story 
of the first mission of the Apostles to Judea, Samaria and all Israel. 


Quite a number of the churches visited were of ancient structure, not a 
few of them coming close to Hindu style of architecture, indicating either 
that the Hindu temples had been converted into churches or that Hindu architects 
raised the houses of worship. One party in particular plied their way to the 
far off Nilekkal Church, one which is believed to have been founded by St. Thomas 
himself and which is in ruine today 


Speaking in the churches the visitors brought their greeting to the con- 
gregations, told them of their home church life and shared with the people their 
Christian experience and convictions. 


Nearly all of them had the privilege of partaking the Holy Communion 
celebrated according to the Orthodox liturgye 


As “ecumenical action" this visit to country and tovm parishes of Kerala 
4s bound to achieve what formal meetings cannot by themselves doo: 


Communist Youth's Open Letter. 


Communist Youth leaders from Travancore addressed an open letter to the 
World Conference of Christian Youth, extending them "a very hearty welcome". 
They were glad to hear that Christians recognise "that they must necessarily 
participate in history as members of the living and acting body of Christ in 
this world". The young communists hope that the Christian youth will not only 
discuss their own problems "but also declare in unequivocal and concrete terms 


their attitude to these problems" » 


First of all there is bhe problem of ware "We hope your conference will 
consider the declaration of the Asian Peace Conference which met at Peking" and 
which "reaffirmed the conviction that countries with different social systems 
and ways of live can co-exist jn peace and mutually beneficial co~operation", and 
that "peace cannot be awaited but must be won". "The peace of this area end the 
world demands: immediate peace in Korea on a just and reasonable basis, an end 
to the wars in Viet-Nam, Malaya and other regions and the withdrawal of all 
foreign troops from these regions; the establishment of an independent, demo— 
cratic, free and peaceful new Japan; opposition to the intervention in the 
internal affairs of one country by another co e 03 defence and achievenent of 
national independence; opposition to blockade and embargo o « »; prohibition of 
incitement to war, opposition to racial discrimination, protection of women's 


rights and promotion of child welfare; speedy conclusion of a Five Power Peace 


Pact. Arms reduction and a ban on the use of atomic, bacteriological and 
chemical weapons and other weapons of mass murder" o 
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"Tt is our earnest. wish", the letter goes on, "that you will declare 
support to the struggle waged by persons of goodwill all over the world to dispel 
the dark clouds of war and clear man's horizon for the dawn of universal friend- 
ship and a lasting peace” « » » The struggle for peace is inextricably bound 
with the Asian people's struggle for national independence o « » iighty libera~- 
tion movements are growing in almost all countries of Asia for national liberation 
and against foreign intervention. It is unfortunate that blind anti-Communism 
has landed some Christians in the camp of the oppressors. We are unable to see 
how differences with Communists on the basis of basic Marxian philosophy will 
make a Christian take the fatal decision of betraying the national liberation 
movenent of his country. It is our hope that as Christians concerned for economic 
and social justice in the modern world you will declare support to these growing 
national liberation movements » o o” 


Then there is the problem of the function of the Church in society. 
Although the Eastern Asia Conferenc? of Churches in Bangkok in 1949 declared that 
"44 ig not the task of the Church to enter into the arena of party politics", 
"unfortunately in India, especially in Travancore, the Church has always been 
associating with the governments in power in an effort to maintain the status 
quo» » -? It is our earnest wish that your conference in defining the function 
of the Church in Sogiety will pay special attention to this fact so that the 
Church can be prevented from becoming the propaganda machinery for any party s 
group or clique » o o" 


Reply of the Conference 


The Conference Committee replied to that open letter, thanking the senders 
for "the friendly interest they showed in the success of this conference", 
and declared that they "share with you the most urgent concern for peace’. "There 
is not a single person here who does not abhor the tendencies towards war which 
appear in our world", the letter goes Ono "We will do everything in our power to 
reduce international tensions and contribute towards a just solution of internat- 
4onal problems. For this purpose at this conference we must understand more 
deepl:’ what are the causes of conilicts, what is at stake in them and what action 
we can take". 


Raising the question of the gonsors of the World Peace ilovement whose 
Peking resolutions were quoted in the open letter, the Conference Committee 
wonders why they did not openly press the governments of China and the USSR 
to accept the peace plan sponsored by India, 1a country taking an independent 
stand in international affairs, and accepted by the United Nations", "Does not 
the doubt arise whether the Peace Movement desires above all a peace taking 
account of the interests of all parties concerned? And does ot the further 
doubt arise that the Peace Movement is not simply a peace movement but is also 
involved as an instrument in a struggle of power politics?" 


As to the question of movements for national and social liberation and for 
the preservation of such freedoms where they have been gained,"it is the duty 
of all of us, from whatever co ntry we come, to understand and assist the ful- 
fillment of the legitimate hwnan hopes in this revolutionary urges 
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"But here we must face a further question. Is not the possibility 
of the betrayal of these hopes more complex than your letter suggests? They 
may be betrayed by colonialism and economic pressure from outside, May they 
not also be betrayed from within by people who do not recognise the dignity of 
the human person? or by people who act as if states and societies were ends 
in themselves and as if there were no higher law over them, in which human 
dignity and social justice are grounded? Such action has already led to new 
oppressions of the human person in totalitarian collectivisms..» 


"f! further question arises about true national freedom and inde- 
pendence. In a world where there can be no power vacuum, national freedom can 
be genuine only within a framework of interdependence, In the present inter- 
national situation an attempt to work out true independence, understood in this 
way, is always in danger of breaking down into new forms of domination, This 
4s true wherever weaker nations are associated with stronger, on any side of 
the power struggle, Therefore, we are anxious to support such organs as the 
United Nations Organisation which seeks to hold international relations within 
a structure of law, In this connection we ask ourselves: is it not the duty 
of nations having large resources to assist others with less towards a greater 
fullness of life? And are there not methods of doing so without exploitation 
and loss of national dignity? 


"In all these matters we have to consider the role of the Church. 
The Church, of course, while never making itself into a political party, must 
speak and act without fear and in terms of God's judgment, mercy and love, 
This means that the Church is always responsible for bringing all parties in 
political life to face the authority of God... Certainly the Church must be 
ready to learn at all times from those whom she finds herself compelled to 
oppose, but can she keep silent if any party, through its practice or its 
ideology, threatens human dignity as she understands it?,.. 


"In any case, we acknowledge that the Church throughout the world 
has often defended vested interests and failed to speak out clearly in defence 
of the oppressed and the victims of injustice, Yet we strongly believe that 
there are signs that the Church is awakening to her true task through repent- 
ance and a new response to the claims of her Lord, to Whom belongs sovereignty 
over the whole world. We hope that this Conference will make its contribu- 
tion towards this renewal. 


"We thank you for your greetings and hope that what we have said 
here may be useful in your own further thought about these issues", 
E.P.S. Geneva 


— 
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INDIA Ecumenical Conferences. 


Representing 160 Protestant and Orthodox Churches from some fifty lands 
with constituencies of approximately 250, 000, 000 Christians, the World Council 
of Churches inaugurated the Asian Study Conference on December 27,1952 at 
Isabella Thoburn College in Lucknow. 


In welcoming the delegates Miss Sarah Chakko, Principal of the College, 
and one of the six Presidents of the World Council of Churches, said that Indians 
were partizularly happy to have their country selected for this first meeting of 
both the Study Conference and the Central Committee which is to follow. 


Some 70 delegates attended the Study Confer neces The largest delegation 
was from India, (28), Indonesia had 5, Japan 4, Pakistan 3, Ceylon and the 
Philippines 2, and Malaya, New Zealand, Iran, Australia and Burma one each. 
Consultants and advisors from the World Council of Churches and the International 
Missionary Council made up the rest of the delegates. 


The Conference discussed four main themes: a) The Christian Hope; 
b) Missions and Unity; ¢) Responsible Society in East Asia; d) Race Relations. 


The first plenary session was devoted to the discussion of the first 
main subject: The Christian Hope, which is the theme of the next Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches to be held in Evanston, USA. in 1954. Christian 
Hope, suggested Dr. Visser it Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, is not a central but the central subject of Christian doctrine. 1t 
derives its tremendous importance from the fact that there are vast masses of 
people in the worid who are not merely without hope for the future but not even 
worried about their hopelessness, and also from the fact of the terrific uncert» 
ainty in the life of the Church caused by false representation of hopes and 
reactions against such false presentation. Christian Churches themselves had 
false ideas of the Christian hope «'d sometimes equated it with materialistic 
progress.» 


The Conference also discussed the concerns of Asian Christians in regard 
to the Second Assembly of The World Council of Churches in Evanston, UsSoAe, 
in 1954 and adopted a set of recommendations suggested by a sub-committees 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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Study Commissions are to be set up in each country in Asia, where such 
Commissions are not now functioning, with representatives of member Churches in 
that country. Another recommendation envisages the organization of study groups 
and conferences on the topics for the World Assembly of 1954. The Indian Study 
Commission will explore with other Asian Christians the possibility of producing, 
in preparation for Evanston, a volume on "Christianity and the Asian Revolution" 
or a similar themes 


In its report on the Church's call to Mission and Unity, the Asian Study 
Conference suggests, for strengthening the sinews of the Church, which is a reality 
in Asian lands: "One of the things which needed urgently to be done was to break 
the isolation of the Church in its environment". Towards this, “the leaders of 
the Church should be truly indigenous, the Church free to order its om life, and 
the Christian community share in the culture of the nation so that its expression 
of Christian thought and life would be inevitably indigenous, but the dasger of 
syncretism in the way of indigenisation must always be closely watched". 


Welcomin;, the presence of missionaries in a Church as a healthy sign, the 
report points out: "The true relation of a missionary to the Church to which he 
comes is that he comes to be a member of it and to take his place in it. To 
speak of a.missionary as being snvited to do a job, even a specialist TOD eho 
quite inadequate, He does not cone simply to serve a Church, he cones tO be a 
member of it". 


Feeling the need for increasing the knowledge of all Christian people 
about the nature of religioms they are surrounded by, the Conference puts down 
two schools for the study of Hinduism and Buddhism as “an urgent necessity". 


Touching upon the vital point of unity, the conference feels, "For the 
Younger Churches, the Church Unity Movement is the one which is of primary 
importance". 


In a report on the "Responsible Society in East Asia in the light of the 
World Situation", the responsible society was defined as an alternative for 
Christians to a laissez-faire capitalism and totalitarian Communism ~ a society 
ttwhere freedom is the freedom of men who acknowledge responsibility to justice 
and public order and where those who hold political authority or economic power 
are responsible to God and to the people whose welfare is affezted by it". 


In order to promote a responsible order of society, there must be land 
reform, the report stated, This ieans not only the abolition of old privileges 
and outdated patterns of land tenure, it also means the development of social and 
legal conditions which will make a new and more just system of land ceveLopment 
and comsaunity life possible. Specially the report calls for: abolition of the 
old feudal landlord system is necessary. There is in most cases no moral 
justification for compensation of the landlord, by the state or cultvivatore 
Justice for the peasant requires that he should not be burdened with new indebt- 
ness due to compensation. Ownership by cultivators of farms in appropriate 
subsistence size is the goal. Freedom from the money-lender through making credit 
available to the peasant on cheap terms. Utilization without delay of unutilized 
land, Provision of land for lendless peasants and settlement of hoiclesse 
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The report further affirms that one of the conditions of economic develop- 
ment in East Asia is that basic and certain key industries must be nationalized, 
and at the same time, that due place be given to private enterprise both of 
large and small scale industries. Foreign economic assi.tance is encouraged 
provided it comes with no political strings attached to ite 


"The tendency in America to use the criterion of anti-Communism for 
determining foreign policy generally leads to the support of conservative and 
reactionary political groups in the Hast Asian scene, Thereby it weakens the 
forces of* healthy social reform. Thus the line is bound to be self» defeating 
because in the final analysis social health is the best answer to Communism." 
"The relatively large emphasis upon military power to defeat Communism", the 
report continues, "is one of the important results of increasing international 
tension" and “involves in itself a threat to the movements of national freedom 
and social justice, Military power has value only as a means of giving nations 
time to achieve positive democratic and responsible sncial change". 


"The absolute social necessity to reduce world tension to the minimun 
and to do anything possible to maintain even an unstable peace has led the Asian 
nations to adopt a more or less neutral or independent position regarding big 
power politics. In order to provide an international basis for bringing into 
being the welfare state in East Asia, the idea of the Third Force has popular 
appeal", Even though the third force is not a reality at the time, the Study 
Conference asserted that “it is a spiritual reality throughout the world wherever 
the Church is providing its members with the basis for spiritual freedom against 
ideological issues. Christians have in the Church a basis for making decisions 
on any issue in terms of prinsiple without a priori commitment to either party 
in the conflict", 


On the Korean situation, the report says that Christians must continue 
to seek a negotiated peace and to contain the spread of the conflict. Hast 
Asian Christians are called en to support the genuine movement of national 
freedom and social justice and to demand that the colonial powers recognize 
the right of nations to self-determination. ‘The peril of the present military 
situations in Malaya and Indo-China are that on the one hand deferee against 
Communism might become a mezns of suppressing the movement of national liberation 
and social justice in the country, and on the other hand the national liberation 
movements are in danger of being exploited by world Communisn''. 


Changes such as the report advocates must be effected through political 
action, Christians are urged to sonstruct worthy instruaents for responsible 
political action. The Church in East Asia must develop a social doctrine which 
should provide right criteria for making political judgment and decision in the 
East Asian situation on the basis of the Christian faith. 


In this connection the Christian understanding of man has great relevance 
to East Asia. The religious vacuum which drives men to totalitarianism can 

be truly filled only by a faith in Christ as the Hope of the World", the 

report concludes.e 


The final report was from the Discussion Group on "The Church amid Race, 
Caste and Class Tensions". The following were mentioned as some of the racial, 


class and caste tensions prevalent in the countries represented: 
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Japan: The problem of a large number of children of mixed origin incidental to 

the occupation, the new commoners =~ a socially underprivileged class, and a certain 
amount of anti-American feeling. New Zealand: A growing tension between MaorLes 
and the white population owing to the movenent of Maori population into the cities, 
class tensions in the church as between miudle and working classes. Phil.ppines 
and Indonesia: Tension petween the Chinese trading classes and the local people. 
Burma: Burmese-Karen tension. India: Caste within the church, lack of contact 
between urban and rural churches, regionalism. 


World Council of Churches! Executive Committee at Lucknows 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches met at Lucknow, 
December 29-30, under the presidency of the Bishop of Chichester, Dr. George K. 
Bell, Chairman of the Central Committee. It approved the agenda for the opening 
meeting of the Central Committee on December 31. 


A message of greeting from Lucknow and Isabella Thoburn College was given 
by liiss Sarah Chakko, Principal of Isabella Thoburn College and one of the six 
presidents of the World Councils Dr. E.G. Bhatty of Nagpur, one of the secretaries 
of the Christian Council of India and Pakistan, also welcomed the delegates in the 
name of the Christians of India. 


World Council of Churches! Central Committee opens» 


On December 31, 1952 the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
began its work. With Miss Sarah Chakko, Bishop G» Bromley Oxnam of Washington, 
U.S.A., Archbishop Athenagoras, Metropolitan of Thyateira, Exarch of the Oecumenical 
Patriarchate in Constantinople, Pastor Marc Boegner, France and Dr. John R. Mott, 
Honorary President, five Presidents of the World Council attended the meetings 
One hundred sembers and consultants from all parts of the world, representing 
twenty-three countries, eighteen biisheps, metropolitans and archbishops are in 
attendance. Bishop John Peter from Budapest, (Reformed Church of Hungary), is 
the only member coming from a country behind the tron Curtain": 


In his opening address the Chairman of the Central Committee, the Bishop 
of Chichester, declared that this meeting in Asia is a historic event. 


HTt is good", said Dr. Bell, "that, unlike the United Nations, we are not 
fixed to a particular place, but are free to move to various countries. Again 
unlike the U.N., the World Council is free to express the mind of Christians, apart 
from Roman Catholics, anywhere » » ofthe World Council is under no judgment except 
that of God. We are meeting ‘under God! ~ confessing a faith which extends into 
more lands than any other faith in the world o © >» We are meeting in India, the 
home of some of Christianity's oldest Uhurches and the home of one of the greatest 
missionary endeavours. So our move from our former meeting places in the West to 
this Eastern city now has a symbolic value o o © T also lay particular stress on 
the fact that it is in the East that the most urgent world problems are now found . 


"Tt so happens thatthe date of our meeting of the Central Committee, planned 
well back, falls right in the interval between the adjournment and the resumption 
of the Assembly of the United Nations. Many, though not all of our members, come 
from the very same nations which are members of the United Nations. But what makes 
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so profound a difference in our relations here with one another, whatever political 
party we favour, whatever group of powers may appeal to the governments of which 

we are subjects, is that we, in our Churches, possess a unity in Christ which 
transcends the barriers of nation and race and class. The World Council stands 
before the nations, and before the United Nations, as a worldewide fellowship 
appealing for an end of hatred and suspicion and war, declaring that the world of 
nations is one single family and that all are responsible for their neighbours! 
welfare. That is the truth we represent and confess before Gode That very fact 
gives us, as a Central Committee meeting at this time, an outstanding responsibility. 


"Ve cannot see the solution of the political tensions which are now so 
stronge. But we should surely be unprofitable servants of our Master if we did 
not say over and over again ‘ar as a method of settling disputes.is incompatible 
with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ! .. . The paramount task 


laid upon the Christian Churches is that of bringing more persons to subject 


their lives to the will of God revealed in Jesus Christ .. . The society of 
nations is in a state of anarchye Without minimising the difficulties or ignoring 
the obstacles, the World Council may contribute something by its very existence as 
a fellowship in Christ to reduce that anarchy. It may also do something, by the 
help of God, at a particular moment in world history, to prepare the path of 
peace!,: 


Part of the work of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
was to evaluate the plans and materials for the coming Assembly in 1954 so that 
this can be the "common experience and considered thinking of the entire Christian 
world", A united voice of World Christianity is what the Assembly should become. 


The result of the effort toward a united voice is that different points of 
view must be allowed while the areas of common agreeiient must be stressed. No 
where is this seen more acutely than in the planning of a subject and preparing 
for the study materials of the Assembly. 


Dr. Paul Devanandan of Calcutta and Dr. John A. lackay of Princeton University 
presented reports to the Committee. 


The Committee memvers were insistent on two points. First they felt that 
all terminology must be understandable to the common ..an, that the "word" must 
be understood. Secondly the Asian members were constantly reminuing those from 
the West that what has been said about the Church in the West must be seen in a 
new light in the present resurgence of ancient non-Christian faiths and the cultural 
renaissance in Asian lands. 


"The conviction that Christ sends Christians on a great crusade", said Dr. 
Mackay, "inspires us with the hope that things can happen within the historical 
order that are worthier of Christ and the Gospel than anything that history has 
ever known. Some things are happening in Europe, Asia and the Western world 
which points to a great new buoyance and life in many Christian circles". 


Invitation to Hungarye 


Bishop John Peter, of the Reformed Church of Hungary, said that what the 
Churches in Hungary had to say on the main theme of the Evanston Assenbly was not 
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without significance in the actual situation in which those Churches were placed. 
"Tt is significant", he said, "that the Advisory Commission has formulated the 
content of its report in such a way, that the Hungarian Churches have accepted it, 
taking into consideration the present situation and the division in the Churche 


"To express the readiness of the Hungarian Churches to deepen co-operation 
and in order to prove that the ‘‘orld Council of Churches is also our Council of 
Churches, I have a proposal to make", said the Bishop. 'Tt is that one or more 
of the Study Co.imissions of the orld Council on the subsidiary themes for the 
Evanston Assembly, could hold one or two sessions in Hungary, the spiritual home 
of the Hungarian Churchese If such an opportunity is used well it would open new 
doors and create new relations in our future taskS o o « I extend this invitation 
to one or other of the Study Commissions, J hope you will be able to accept it 
and understand all that it would mean". 


The proposal was greeted with loud applause and the chairman of the meeting, 


Dr. F. Fry's suggestion that the Secretaries keep the invitation in mind and explore 


ways of holding such meetings in Hungary, was unanimously accepted. 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs report. 


A summarised report of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs was presented to the Central Committee, showing that some of the su,gestions 
of the Commission have found expression in the final decision of the United Nations 


Assembly and Committees (establishment of U.N, Peace Observer Commissions, 


protection of Human Rights, etce)e E.P.S.Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA | Evangelicals and Orthodox worship under same roofs 


Ecumenical co-operation has enabled more effective pastoral care to be 
given to two remote Evangelical parishes in Bosnia - Herzogovina which are looked 
after by Evangelical clergy at Zacreb (Croatia) but which have not their own 
church premisese Hitherto pastoral care for these parishes has been rendered 
difficult by the fact that one parish, Banja Luka, is 127 miles and the other, 
Zarajevo, 303 miles from Zagreb. The Orthodox parishes in these two towns have 
decided to aid their Evangelical bethren in this emergency by making their local 
churches available. ‘Thus every month Evangelicals gather for worship in the great 
cathedral at Zarajevo and in the parish hall building at Banja Lukae 


At nine o'clock in the morning church bells are rung suumoning the adherents 
of both confessions to divine service. The Orthodox meet downstairs for worship, 
the Evangelical on the first floor. Both praise the one Lord at the same time 
under the same roof. BoP.eSeGeneva 


_SOUTH AFRICA Dutch Reformed Churches and Race Relationse 


On December 9 to 11, 1952 the Federal Missionary Council of the four Dutch 
Reformed Churches (Nederduitse Cereformeerde Kerke) of the Union of South Africa 
held a conference at Bloemfontein, which aimed at consultation between leaders of 
the European section of these Churches and the (semi-independent ) "iiission'!— 
congregations of the same Churches, on some aspects of the razvial problem. It 
was attended by missionaries and leaders of the European section of the Uhurch, as 
well as a large number of non-European ministers and leaders of the Churche 
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The conference completed a s«ries of meetings with representatives of the 
Church from the three respective main Bantu groups, which followed the Conference 
on race relations held by the Federal Missionary Council in Blemfontein in 1950. 


The main trend of opinion was in favour of total segregation of the two 
main groups, European and non—Luropeans By this is meant full opportunity, 
eventually equal opportunity, for both national groups to dev-lop fully politically, 
socially, economically, but apart, in two definitely divided sections of the 
country o 


Among the resolutions of the conference were the following: 


It was decided to appeal to the Government to make ground available in the 
vicinity of European townships, where many non-European are amployed and where 
they could erect their own houses which would be their property» Agriculture, 
mining and trade should be encouraged in the reserves, where these activities 
should be owned and run exclusively 2y the inhabitants. The Government was to 
be asked to introduce a form of registration for marriages according to native 
custom, in order to combat the decay of tribal morality. 


As regards education, the conference decided in favour of tuition through 
the mother toncve in schools, with due attention to the official languages (English 
and Afrikaans). The Government should also develop existing university amenities 
for non=Buropeans,in order to give full opportunity for higher education Lor 
non=Europeans. Against considerable opposition, the conference decided in favour 
of State control for all schools for non-European children, The State should take 
control of all mission schools and allow the Churches to give religious education 
to their own members at state schools, A strong plea was made for university 
training for future ministers of the Churches 


The "Mother Church" (European section) was asked in a resolution handed in 
by non-European leaders, to continue with its work of evangelising the bantu, and 
to continue to give loving assistance to the Bantu in various fields. H.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Repeal of Exclusion Act of 1924. 


The end of the Oriental Exclusion Act of 1924, which barred natives of 
Asia from U.S. citizenship, was welcomed by religious leaders in the U.S.A. at 
a time when McCarran Immigration Act, effective December 24, brought restrictive 
meesures into effect. All Asian countries will now receive a minimum immigration 
quota of 100 persons per year, and those Chinese~Americans and Japanese~Anericans 
who have been in this country since 1924 now become eligible to apply for citizen- 
ship here. Repeal of the Exclusion Act has been advocated by Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Jewish groups ever since its enactment in 1924. Bishop Go Bromley 
Oxnam, a president of the World Council of Churches, said that he regarded its 
repeal as correcting a terrible and longstanding international blunders 

HoP.Se Geneva 
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UNITED STATES. Letter to the Christian People of Americas 


Delegates to the biennial General Assembly of the National Council of 
Churches, which met in Denver in December, approved a "Letter to the Christian 
People of America", which sets forth the Council's stand on key issues confronting 
Christians in America todays This statement, signed by Rt.Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, 
President and Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary, says in part$ 


"The National Council of Churches, composed of thirty communions with a 
membership of 35,000,000 people, js not itself a church, but a council of churches e 
Neither is it a super- church, and does not aspire to become one « » « We are, 
above all, churches of Christe Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, who is for all 
of us the one and only Head of the Church, drew us together and holds us together 
and leads us to seek an ever greater unitx o « « 


"Our several churches have as their prophetic mission to consider in the 
light of God every aspect of the life of man, both individual and corporate, 
The Publication of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible (see EPS Noo39) is 
a basic contribution of this Council to the prophetic mission of the Church o e e 
We rejoice in a translation of the Bible which combines loyalty to the original 
languages of Scripture with 4 fine sensitivity to English as currently spoken. 
We note with satisfaction that, for the same reason, the Roman Catholic Church 
has abandoned its historic policy of limiting official translations of the Bible 
to those made from the Latin Vulgate, and is now also brinying out an English 
translation made from the original Hebrew and Greek texts." 


"Tnasmuch", the statement goes on, "as this nation was intend d to be a 
religious nation, we should use all legitimate means to prevent it from becoming 
a secular state in the current sense of the term . « o Furthermore, secularism can 
take on the character of a positive religion « o » When this happens, a state tends 
to assume divine prorogatives and commits satanic crimes. 


"Although faith in God is the presupposition of our American tradition, we 
must never allow our government to be controlled by any particular reli_ious 
organization « « « All Christian churches have 4 prophetic role to play within the 
national life . « » 


"Our culture is in danger of becoming pagano To prevent this, religion 
‘must be placed at the heart of higher education. Our church~related colleges 
must be much more than formally Christian e » ¢ Christians should encourage the 
moveiient in many American universities toward the return of religion." 


According to the statement "the crucial problem concerning religion in 
education emerges in relation to the public schools . o » A way must be found 
to make the pupils of American schools aware of the heritage of faith upon which 
this nation was established. This we believe can be done in complete lcyalty 
to the basic principle involved in the separation of church and state o o e 


"In the meantime, the state should continue to accord freedom to religious 
bodies to carry on their own schools « « o But the solution of the problem lies 
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in loyal support of our public schenls and in increasing their awareness of 

God, rather than in state support of parochial schools » » » But in all education, 
and in culture as a whole, the interests of truth are dependent upon freedom of 
thought . © » The attempt to suppress freedcm of thought would be a sure way to 
facilitate the establishment of a totalitarian form of government » o o 


"In this stern and tragic moment of history, when our nation has been 
called out of isolation and thrust into a position of world leadership, it is 
particularly important that the churches should fulfill their prophetic mission 
in international affairs . » » Let us above all be free from hate end vindictiver 
ness, remembering at all times that under the rule of God righteousness is more 
basic than security. 


'The military strength which we are building . « » must be sincerely 
devoted to the cause of peace . » » we must reject the theory that a third world 
war is inevitable." 


The statement affirms: 


"We are distressed at the persistent violation of human rights in many 
countries, our own included. To mention only a few examples, we are deeply 
concerned by the restriction of religious liberty in Spain and Colombia and 
lands under communist domination, and by racial discrimination in the United 
States and South Africa . o a 


"Our people must learn that the soverei nty of nations as well as the 
freedom of individuals is under God. The United Nations although frustrated 
at some points because co-operation was lacking, has a notable record of achieve~ 
ment in its social, humanitarian and economic activities and in vroviding a 
forum for world public opinion. 


'The Church has also a redemptive role to fulfill. The churches must 
mediate to people the love of God in Christ and represent to them the spirit 
of the Gospel. This very day 80,000,000 refugees need desperately our material, 
political and spiritual help. We must so identify ourselves with them and with 
all other perplexed and suffering people that we shall think through from their 
perspective the problems which concern them . » o It must be the abiding concern 
of our churches that the Gospel be proclaimed to all people . » » It is nov 
sufficient that the Gospel be preached in established places of worships It is 
necessary that it be taken to the people by every means which human inventiveness 
places at the disposal of the Christian church . © » There are still 66, 000, 000 
people in the nation who have no religious affiliation." 


In conclusion the statement s:ys: "We have now come to a moment in the 
history of the Church and of the world when it is not enough that the Church 
should have missions; the whole Church must itself become missionary. It might 
therefore be said, ‘Let the Church be the mission’ . . » The older and the younger 
churches must be bound together in a holy partnership to make Jesus Christ known, 
loved and obeyed." Bo P.S.Geneva 
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INDIA World Council of Churches Central Committee on world— 


wide Christian issues 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in Lucknow 
(see EFS No. 2) began the New Year 1953 with a Communion service in the chapel 
of the Isabella Thoburn College, in oder to have time both for repentance and 
renewal of faith before proceeding to future tasks. At the resumed session a 
report was presented from the Executive Committee, which had met in Lucknow 
sn Decembere In the course of this report it was pointed out that one of the 
significant characteristics of this Lucknow meeting is that the attempt is being 
made to combine the theoretical aspects of religious life with the practical 
expression in the livesof men and women who call themselves Christian. This is 
a combination of faith with works. 


In his report to the Gentral Committee, the General Secretary, Dr. WeA. 
Visser 't Hooft, said: "The World Council of Churches finds itself surrounded 
today by an atmosphere of frustration created by disappointment over the inability 
of the organs of international co~operation to find solution for any of the major 
issues with which the nations are confronted and by the breakdown of confidence 
in the process of international co-operation. This mood of impatience charac— 
terises the life of the Church. Many feel that the Churches should do something 
to overcome the crisis created by the collapse of moral relations between nations. 
| Others suggest panaceas which are but reflections of political schemes, the 
| acceptance of which would lead the Churches to give spiritual sanction to one 
particular nation or group of nations or ideology. We must not go out of our 
way to take action for action's sake and give up our fundamental independence 
in order to become allies of one particular bloc or ideology." 


Manifesting Unity 


"The specific questions raised most often concerning the World Council 
| are: whether it is really doing its duty in manifesting unity in Christ and 
| whether it is rendering a clear witness to the Lordship of Christ in the inter~ 
national situation. It is said that there is in the Council a facade of unity 
rather than unity itself. There is disappointment because there has been no 
drastic action in the direction of specific union." 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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"But it is not realised that the new covenant of discussion and cooperation 
was itself an important fresh development in the history of the church and would 
hear fruit only at long range. It would not‘ be right to apply tangible achievements 
in reunion as the sole criterion of judgment, Considerable groups within the 
churches are discovering the reelity of the Church Universal and receiving spiritual 
gifts from each other. The delegates who attended the recent conference on Faith 
and Order at Lund went away with a sense of Mission, not of frustration, more 
convinced than ever before: that there is unity to be found if they can only penetrate 
to the core of their faith, With regard to unity there is no room for defeatism 
but there is room for the right spiritual impatience which sees‘ the disproportion 
between the call of God and the present condition of the Church," 


International affairs 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft continued: "The World Council is criticised for remaining 
silent about many burning issues of the times, partly because few are aware of all 
that the Council has said and done in international affairs and that in the Churches! 
Commission on International Affairs successful attempts have been made to crystalise 
Christian conviction on issues of international life and exert an increasingly 
effective influence on the circles where political decisions are taken. The Council 
need not be ashamed if it fails to find common answers and solutions as many churches 
are themselves divided on important questions of international affairs, But it is 
the duty of Christians, in spite of all differences of opinion, to strive unceasingly 
to keep the unity of the spirit and hold to one another across all iron curtains and 
other barriers." 


"The Council is sometimes foolishly accused of being a body exclusively of 
ecclesiastics, But, as a matter of fact, the largest number of World Council workers 
are engaged in the service of homeless refugees, It may be said humbly and grate- 
fully that the Council is being used to bear witness in many important ways to the 
Lordship of Christ," 


"The greatest task before the Council is the second Assembly in 1954. The 
first assembly (at Amsterdam in 1948) found its dynamic in its newness, The second 
Assembly’ (at Evanston, USA in 1954) will stand or fall by the spiritual quality of 
its work. Its biggest task is to ensure that the discussion of The Christian Hope, 
the thene of the Second Assembly, and its relevance for the world, shall embrace 
the whole membership of the Churches," Alluding to the Third World Christian Youth 
Conference and to the World Council's Asian Study Conference in December as well’ as 
to the subsequent sessions of the Council's Executive and Central Committees, Dr. 
Visser !t Hooft said: "In the ecumcnical meetings held in India in Kottayam and 
Lucknow, the Churches have found their vision enlarged and their conception challenged 
as they come to know the Asian perspective on the problems of the Churches and the 
world," | 


Voice of Asia on problems confronting the Church 


During its meeting at Lucknow the Central Committee of the World Council . of 
Churches devoted considerable attention to the theme "The Asian Situation as a 
Concern of Christians everywhere" and various representatives of Asian Churches 
voiced their opinions. The subject was introduced by Rajah Maharaj Singh, of the 
Anglican Church in India, who drew attention to three main factors, 
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The situation, he pointed out, has changed since 30 years ago when many 
Asian countries were dependencies, Asia now desired not only that the whole of 
their continent but other territories which had not yet acquired freedom should 
be freed, He pleaded that the World Council should give strong support to the desire 
of Asian Countries for freedom, 


Secondly, he urged that the World Council should help Christians in Asia 
more actively than in the past to bring before the conscience of the world the 
4niquities that are perpetrated on account of racial differences. India, he pointed 
out, has made tremendous progress in removing disabilities imposed on certain classes 
of people on the basis of caste and has laid down the principle of equal treatment 
for all classes in the new Constitution, Not only has freedom of religious belief 
been guaranteed but freedom to propagate one's religion has been written into the 
Constitution. A measure, recently proposed, which would have restricted the number 
of missionaries entering India, had been dropped through the generosity of the 
Prime Minister, Jawarhalal Nehru. 


Thirdly, Rajah Maharaj Singh stressed the need for active co-operation in 
the Government's scheme for social improvement and economic development. In 
sonclusion he commended the question of Christian unity to the attention of the 
Central Committee as the most urgent concern of Christians in the Asian situation, 
and he suggested united Communion services as a means of encouraging church union. 


Représentatives of Churches in India, Pakistan and the Philippines, and also 
of the Salvation Army, likewise spoke of church reunion as the important task of 
Christians, in which support and guidance from the World Council is needed, 


Mrs. Tufti, from Iran, said that while in India he saw many Christian colleges, 
jin Iran the three or four Christian colleges had been taken over by the Government 
and missionaries had lost touch with the younger generation. He drew the attention 
of the Central Committee to two particular problems: (1) how to allay the suspicions 
of governments which were unwilling to allow missionaries to work in their countries; 
(2) how a small church, such as that in Iran, ean be helped to survive when mission~ 
aries have to withdrawe 


Dr. Tadakazu from Japan said that Christians in Japan are grateful to the 
American Administration which is very sympathetic to missionary work, but the 
Christians are at the same time faced with many problems created by the nearly 
80 new denominations which have arisen as a result of post-war missionary activity. 
Dr. Uwoki, also from Japan, said that the visits of Dr. R.B.s Manikam, the East Asia 
Secretary of the World Council, to Japan had helped them to a fuller understanding 
of their unity with churches elsewhere. 


Mr. MM. Thomas from Travancore, suggested that the Secretariat of the 
World Council and the Churches Commission on International Affairs, should have 
in them people who have not only an intellectual appreciation but also an emotional 
experience of the situation in Asia, by being brought into contact with real life 
conditions in the villages and slums in Asia, in order that those who are charged 
with the responsibility of making decisions may have a fuller background of 
knowledge of Asian problems. Dre Ralla Ram of the United Church of North India was 
emphatic in his demand for recognition by the World Council of the necessity of 
ending all colonial rule in Asia, 
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The Central Committee did not adopt specific recommendations on the subject, 
but the Chairman, the Bishop of Chichester, announced that four members of the 
Committee had been asked to draw up later such recommendations as may reflect 
the thinking of the Committee on these questions, and bring them up before the 
Executive Committee. 


China and Korea. 


Explaining the absence of a representative from China at the Lucknow meeting 
of the Central Committee, Dr. Visser 't Hooft, said that there was no longer any 
communication between that committee member and the World Council. Dr. T.C. Chao, 
former president of the Theological Department of the Yenching University and a 
President of the World Council, had resigned these positions and withdrawn from 
all public activity into the seclusion of private life. This was a result of his 
last so-called confessional statement which was found to be inadequate by the 
Chinese authorities, because it had referred to his belief in the oneness of the 
Church and in the ecumenical movement. To that extent Dr. Chao had remained faith- 
ful to his calling as a Christian and an ecumenical leader. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft sajd that the delegation from Korea were eager to attend, 


but were prevented from doing so by the confusion which arose over visas. This 
impediment could not be cleared in time as there is no normal diplomatic relation- 
ship between India and South Korea. 


Nehru visits the Central Committee 


The Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, who was the guest of the 
Central Committee at Isabella Thoburn College, Lucknow, on 3rd January, was 
welcomed by the College Principal, Miss Sarah Chakko, and was introduced by her 
to other Presidents of the World Council and to members of the Committee. At 
the invitetion of the committee's chairman, the Bishop of Chichester, Mr. Nehru 
described in broad outline some of the basic factors underlying the sibuation in 
Asia and vhie present impasse in international affairs, 


Mr. Nehru offered the following comments for consideration: "The balance 
of power in Asia and the Far East has been shaken by the emergence of Communist 
China. That fact has to be faced whether you like Communist China or not, Two 
great countries, both with considerable populations, the United States and Russia, 
confront one another today, China and India with even greater populations are 
industriall, backward but potentially strong, In the course of 10 or 20 years 
when these backward countries develop, they will affect the balance’ of powere.. 
Political or economic objectives are not likely to be gained by war, But there 
is the psychological problem, how to remove from people's minds the terrible fear 
of other countries which leads to war." 


"The Korean situation is difficult for any country, especially for’ India. 
We strictly avoided any active interference even by advice. Nevertheless, we felt 
that the situation is so dmgerous that we must try to do something," Mr. Nehru 
recalled that when the India resolution on Morea, adopted by the United Nations 
Assembly was being framed, other nations were Eoneniied in a friendly way and the 
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attitude encountered was favourabie, "In spite of what happened subsequently it 
was worthwhile, because without this type of resolution the situation might have 
become trorse. It gives a kind of basis which may be explored in future for a 
way outy.."! 


Mr, Nehru described the situation in Africa as "an alarming situation from 
a long-distance point of view. I leave out at the moment our own problems ~— the 
Indians in South Africa, Very important basically and on principle is the 
problem of racial equality. In the world of today it is quite impossible for any 
country to carry on upon the basis of racial inequality," 


"In Nigeria a limited measure of self-government has been given and I 
think this is a very good thing. The British Government has taken steps which 
are much in advence of steps taken in other parts of Africa," With refcrence 
to "secret societies which have sprung up in other parts of Africa, Mr, Nehru 
said 'I think they are very badly advised to employ force that way, If you deal 
with them in such a way as to arouse antagonism and fear, there is dmger, But 
the administration has to try to normalise the situation, You cannot allow murder 
to take place..." 


Tribute to Christian Missions 


The Governor of ‘Uttar Pradesh, Shri Ke Munshi, who was received at the 
Gollege on lst Jmuary, welcomed the delegates, and paid a tribute both to the 
example set by Christian missions, "which have done useful educational and 
hummitarian work" and to the Christian community:in India, "which though 
comparatively small, has by its generel character and outlook been helpful towards 
developing a progressive national life," 


WCC Central Committee's Plea to UN Assembly 


The Bishop of Chichester, chairman of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churehcs: meeting at Lucknow, India, has addressed a letter to 
Mr, Lester B, Pearson, President, United Nations Assembly, New York, expressing 
appreciation of UN efforts for conclusion of an armistice in Korea and urging 
perseverance’ in efforts to safeguard by a truce prisoners of war against forcible 
repatriation, 


The ltetter reads: 


"The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches mecting at Lucknow 
has requested me as its Chairman to express to you as President of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations its deep concern at the growing deterioration in 
the relations between the rival groupings of powers and to make an appeal to the 
United Nations, It is profoundly distressed at the widespread sense of frustration 
over the increasing bitterness which affects relations between the powers, in 
addressing you it believes that it not only speaks for the delegates from the 
churches of many lands but also reflects the great body of Christian opinion 
throughout the world, 
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"The World Council of Churches is appalled by the suffcring and anxiety 
which the wars now raging inflict upon the peoples on whose soil they are fought 
and upon 411 engaged in the fighting, It assures you, Mr. President, that 
millibns of people whom it represents are longing and praying for an honourable 
peace. 


tThe Central Committee wishes me to say how greatly it appreciates the 
efforts of the United Nations to overcome what is apparently the one remaining 
obstacle to the conclusion of an armistice in Korea, It regrets that no plan 
has so far been found acceptable to all parties, It most earnestly urges the 
United Nations tc persevere in its efforts to resolve the conflict by a truce 
which will’ safeguard prisoners of war against forcible repatriation or forcible 
detentione 


"The question of repatriation may not be the only obstacle to the conclusion 
of agreements to end the fighting and other steps may have to be taken. The 
Central Committee therefore welcomes the expressed willingness of the highest 
authorities of certain great powers to hold personal discussions and trusts that 
the essential preliminary conditions of successful consultation may be satisfied. 


"The immediate object for which the United Nations intervened has been 
fulfilled. There now remains the settlement of the Korean question with a view 
to the wnification and independence of Korea, The Central Committee is far from 
underestimating the difficulties, But it is convinced that the only way to end 
the bloodshed in Korea and so hasten the solution not only of the Korean but also 
of wider questions is through negotiated settlements. A deep sense of responsi- 
bility therefore prompts this appeal to the United Nations to guard against any 
extension of the conflict and to persist unceasingly in the promotion of 
negotiations until success is achicved, It commends the more widespread use i 
international conferences of an unpire. 


NThe Central Committee of the World Council of Churches is also aware 
that the serious economic needs of many countries in different parts of the 
world, especially in Asia, cry out for attention. It appreciates the notable 
work done through technical assistance and in other humanitarian ways by the 
United Nations and urges the nations unitedly to devote their resources to meet 
this call, But in this grave and perilous hour the breaking of the deadlock in ° 
Korea is the immediate and essential step to these wider constructive activities. 


"I am sending a copy of this communication to the heads of all delegations 
to the United Nations and to the Secretary—General. 


"With much respect the Central Committee addresses this appeal to the 
General Assembly of the United Nations," 


Study Department reports on preparations for 1954 Assembly 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting at Lucknow 
considered and adopted the report of the Study Department, presented by its 
chairman, Dr, Henry P, van Dusen, and director, Dr, Nils Ehrenstron, and also 
suggestions made through the Refcrence Sub-Committee for wider distribution of 
the materials published by the Department. 


é 


No.3 - January 16, 1953 -7- 22 


The Report describes the current programme of the Department as being along 
the line of three major enquiries: The Bible and the Churchts message to the Worlds 
The Evangelisation of Modern Man in Mass Society; and Ghristian Action in Society. 
Tn the enquiry on Christian action, the Department is seeking to stimulate the 
thinking of the churches on some of the crucial questions of the day. A series 
of Study documents dealing with economic and political aspects of "The Responsible 
Society" have been published since 1949 and a study to be published in 1953 will 
be on the Encounter of Christianity with Communism, 


In the general planning and supervision of a large-scale programme of 
preparatory studies for the Evanston Assembly, the first stage has‘ been completed 
with the publication of a set of leaflets on the subsidiary topics. The second 
stage will be the production of a series of factual surveys on what the churches 
are thinking and doing today in regard to the Assembly topics. 


"The ASian Study Conference which met in Lucknow prior to the Central Committee 
meeting (See EPS No.2 ), was convened to ascertain Asian opinion", said Dr. 
Ehrenstrém, "and the findings of the Study Conference have challenged some of the 
unconscious presumptions of Western Christians." 


Report of Faith and Order Commission 


The Report on the work of the Fath and Order Commission was presented to 
the World Council's Central Committee at Lucknow by Archbishop Brilioth of Sweden, 
who also placed before the Committee the new constitution of the Faith and Order 
Commission, The Report requests the Committee "to be assured that the full printed 
report of the Faith and Order World Conference at Lund, already circulated, receives 
the careful consideration in the participating churches which the members of the 
Central Committee can help to achieve," 


The Central Committee accepted the Constitution except for part of one clause 
relating to amendments, which is to be considered further in the Structure and 
Function Committee so that the Constitution may be brought into conformity with the 
general pattern of constitutions for different World Council departments, 


The Central Committee adopted the Cormissionb proposals with regard to staff, 
accepted the Rev. 0.S. Tomkin's resignation as Secretary of the Commission, appointed 
the Rev. Dr. J, Robert Nelson as successor, and confirmed the appointment of Dr. 
Floyd Tomkins as associate Secretary in America until the time of the Evanston 
Assembly, The Committee placed on record its debt of gratitude for the services 
rendered by the Rev, 0.S. Tomkins, and of Dr. Leonard Hodgson, who was Theological 
Secretary in 1952, The Central Committec also took note of the fact that it was 
a historic moment when the Faith and Order Commission was taken into the fold of 
the World Council of Churches, 


Miss Jean Fraser, Secretary of the Youth Department, report to the Central 
Committee on the World Youth Confercnce of Christian Youth at Kottayam and on 
subsequent meetings, and described the widespread interest which discussion of the 
Conference subjects had created in Christian youth in many countries. 


The Central Committee then applauded three of those leaders who had laboured 
in India to make the Kottayam Conference a success and who were present at the 
Central Committee meeting: Metropoliten Juhanon, Miss Sarah Chakko, and Father 
Philippose, 
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Central Committee accepts three applications for WCC membership 


Applications from three more churches for membership in the World Council 
of Churches were accepted by the Central Committee meeting in Lucknow, At present 
155 Churches are members of the Council, The Churches accepted are: The Church 
of the Province of West ifrica, which is an /nglican church with its headquarters 
at Lagos; The Presbytcrian Church of the Gold Coast with its headquarters at 
Accras and the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of North America with its 
headquarters at New York, 


The last-named church consists of members of the Orthodox church in the 
USA and is a completely autonomous body which recognises the Patriarch in Moscow 
as the spiritual head, 


A fourth application was from the Southern Moravian Church in America 
made through the Northern Church which is already a member of the World Council, 
The Central Committee decided to request the Southern Church to apply direct to 
the Central Committee. 411 other Moravian churches in the world are already 
members of the World Council, 


Central Committee!s letter to the Churches 


i. letter to the member Churches of the World Council from the Central 
Committee was presented at its concluding session at Lucknow. This document, 
dram up by a special committee appointed to watch the trend of the discussion 
and to express the sense of the Central Committee, deals with Christian concerns 
in relation to the situation in Asia, and readss - 


"Brethren: The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has held 
its first meeting on Asian soil. ‘While conscious of needs in many parts of the 
world, here at Lucknow we have been confronted with some of the vital problems 
of Asia today. Through our contacts with leaders of Church and State, through 
the reports of the East Asian Study Conference organised by the World Council 
prior to our own meeting, and in discussion together, certain concerns have come 
to us with a new sense of urgency. We desire to share with you, the member 
churches of the World Council, considerations which surely’ mean increased 
responsibilities for the Church both in Asia and elsewhere, 


"We are grateful for the fact of the ecumenical movement because it helps 
us to face the situation within a world-wide Christian fellowship. The fact that 
we are members one of another, and confront these difficulties together, places 
new obligations on us all. 


"As the servants of One Who speaks to us of the cup of water and daily 
bread we must recognise that we are confronted in Asia by whole peoples in 
desperate need of food, clothing and shelter. We must support the efforts of all 
those working for material and social welfare. The people of Asia are also seeking 
well-ordered political life and true community, Above all we see their need for 
an ultimate faith by which to live and for knowledge of Christ who alone can 
impart this, 
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"The struggle for, and the attainment of, national independence, the break- 
jup of the old village structuré of society and the attempt to build up a society 
lbased on industrial techniques, the challenge to old customs and traditions through 
| new conceptions of fundamental rights, the transformations in the status of women 
jand the pattern of the family, all these indicate the vast dimensions of the 
|revolution, 


[le The Imperative of Social Justice 

| "Our meeting has brought home to us the poverty and distress of these peoples 
las well as their efforts to grapple with their problems, They are demanding social 
| conditisns which are worthy of human beings. Churches all over the world must ask 

| how they can help the people of Asia’in their efforts to attain a standard of 

| Living which meets basic human needs, and in their search for a more just social 
and economic order, 


"The Church in Asia has the crucial task of helping to provide the true 
moral and spiritual dynamic for the peoples longing for social justice and peace, 
Without this dynamic their longing cannot be realised and may easily be betrayed 
| by false hopes. 


"To meet these needs, the full support of the Christian community in under- 
developed countries must be rallied behind the efforts of their governments and 

| peoples to tackle their own economic problems. The churches in the more developed 

countries must urge their peoples and governments to do everything possible to 

strengthen programmes of technical assistance, without which such efforts in Asia 

| cannot succeed, This assistance will be effectivé and welcome only when it expresses 

| a concern for man and his needs wherever he lives, and is a manifestation of human 

| solidarity. It must therefore be given with sensitivity to the economig, political 

| and social goals of the peoples of Asia. 


"Rearmament and military tension seriously reduce the resources available 

| for industrial development in Asia. They also create an attitude of mind which 
leads to national and international policies in which positive programmes of social 
reconstruction tend to be neglected. The Christian churches must help their peoples 
} and governments to reckon with the threat to the social development of these 

| countries, which is created by tensions and power rivalries. 


me The Christian Basis of Political Freedom 


"These countries which are attempting to construct political institutions 
that give form to their new sense of freedom are forced to look for the cultural 
| and religious foundations of responsible social life. In this situation the churches 
of Asia must continue to make clear that the fundamental rights of man will only 
| be firmly grounded in so’ far as these are related to the Christian view of man as 
a child of God in Christ, Freedom‘ can only be retained in a society which is based 
| on the integrity of the individual, 


"The Christian understanding of man is directly relevant to the search for 
new foundations for society Churches’ rooted in Eastern soil must be helped in 
| making this witness real and effective. Only as the Church cen offer actual 
| demonstrations of the creation of Christian character, of community living, 
\ 
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brotherly service and reconciling fellowship will it fulfil its redemptive task 
in the midst of the changes taking place in all aspects of Asian society, Here 
the local congregation of the church has an indispensable part to play. 


36 The Call to Missionary Obedience and Unity 


"The missionary task of the Church is more important than ever in Asia 
today. Amid elemental hunger, the uorooting of life and the struggle to rebuild, 
the fundamental need 45 still mants need for God, Tt must be known that within 
the events of our time His Presence is to be discerned in judgment and blessing, 
Christ alone makes this knowledge possible in all its redemptive power, To preach 
Him and bear witness to Him amidst the claims of other faiths is a task of 
burning urgency. Yet we have scarcely begun to encounter and understand the 
other great religions of Asia on their own ground. 


"Again, the fulfilment by churches of their missionary task brings 
particular responsibilities in Asia. The churches are called to make their 
Life a witness to social justice and political Freedom. Only so can they find 
an opening in the hearts of these peoples for the greater treasure entrusted 
to the Church, ? 


"The overwhelming evmgelistic task in Asia is the concern of the whole 
Church. This responsibility now falls primarily upon the churches in Asia, But 
the Western churches need to redouble, and not slacken, their missionary endeavour 
in Asia. Yet this contribution fron the West must be undertaken in a spirit of 
partnership with the younger churches, and along lines which will strengthen 

them for their 21m missionary obedience. 


ttNo one can enter today into the Asian scene without realising at every 
hand the urgency with which many of the churches and Christian people are crying 
for unity, Where Christians find themselves as a small minority in the midst 
of vast communities of non-Christian peoples the call of God to all of us to 
seek for unity is powerfully reinforced by the demands and circumstances of the 
situation, and by their own task of witness. 


!'There are dangers in this very sense of urgency which cannot be disregarded, 
Unity may sometimes be looked upon as a solution of all problems. It may be sought 
without die regard for truth in doctrine’ and soundness in order, But, having 
said this, we feel bound to state that the churches of the West are called to 
show great understanding and a readiness to give full freedom and continuing 
support to their brethren in the East as they seek to find God's purpose for 
them in their own time and place, 

"Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight." 

E.P.5. Geneva 
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INDIA Churches and Racial Problem - WCC Central 


Committee's Resolution on South Africa 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, at its 
meeting at Lucknow (see EPS No. 3), has issued the following statements after dis- 
cussion of Dr Visser 't Hooft's report on his journey to Sovth Africa (see EPS 
No. 45, 1952): 


"1. The Central Committee receives with gratitude the report of the 
visit to the South African Churches which the General Secretary made at its re- 
quest, and approves the recommendations made at the conclusion of this report. 


12, The Central Committee is glad to recognise that a constructive 
conversation has begun between the South African member Churches and the World 
Council concerning the Christian attitude to the problems of relationships between 
the races, and lays stress on the desirability of asking representative non- 
European Christians in South africa to share in these deliberations. 


"3, The Central Committee desires that the conversation with the 
South African Churches be continued and considers that for this purpose the full 
participation of the South African Churches in the Commission on Inter-group Rela- 
tions set up in preparation for the Second Assembly is essential. 


4, The Central Committee gives encouragement to all those in South 
Africa and elsewhere who are lahouriny for e solution of the racial problem in 
keeping with the Christian Gospel, and calls upon all Christians to uphold them in 
thought, prayer and acts of reconciliation, 


ts, The Central Committee would use this opportunity to express its 
strong conviction that the first and foremost contribution which the Churches every- 
where can and must make to the solution of the race problem is to manifest in their 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its mens items. 


No, 4 — January 23, 1953 -2~ 27 


own life that in Christ all. racial division is overcome and that any policy of 

S ae in any pre of church life is incompatible with the 
£ the Church of Christ, 

3 
i6, The Central Committee, holding strongly the conviction expressed 

by the First assembly, affirms that all political, social, economic discrimina- 
tions based on the grounds of race, wherever they may exist, are contrary to 
the te ef God as exoressed in the Christian Gospel. Recognising that exist- 
ing vacial discriminations are increasing tension and bitterness in various 
pants of the world, the Committee calls upon the member Churches to engage in 
the Christian aay ae of reconciliation and te do all in their power to end 


such discrimination wherever it exists". 


tds 


Participants! Impressions of fan See ene . 
The recorded impressions of some of the members attending the first 
meeting of the Central. Rhine thee of the orld Council of Churches in Asia pro- 


vide a summary of the significant trends of thought expressed in these sessions, 


br Mikko Juva, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland: 
ftwhen I left. ‘Finland, “almost all my friends were wondering what could be the 
reason for holding such a meeting in India, where the Christians are only a 
very small minority. Now I have the answer, Here we have been able net only 
to understand but also to sense the essential part the Church in Asia has in 
our ecumenical unity. There is no Uhurch universal except with the full 
participation of the East,..' 


Mr. Rajaiah D, Paul, Honorary Secretary of the Synod of the Church 
of South India: "This meeting ‘registered a positive and distinct advance to- 
wards the acceptance of unity as the one goal to which all the Churches should 
press if they are to fulfil their mission in the world, There was unanimous 
agreement that the time has come when the Christian message could no longer be 
effectively presented to a disunited world except by a united Church. There 

was also present throughout a sense of unity already achieved, and visibly 
Gemonstrated in the daily services of worship and especially in the two services 
of Holy Communion, The other unmistakable feature of the meeting was the ever- 
present underlying current of happiness and the ebullient joy which is the 
distinctive mark of a Christian and which should characterise every gathering 

of Christians", 


Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, Methodist Church of the U.S,A.: "The 
Lucknow meeting was convincing testimony to the essential unity of the Christ- 
ian Church, Asian delegates made a creative contribution to policy, Unlike 
too many intetat Guat conferences that centre on boundaries that divide, 
Lucknow centred on the brotherhood that unites, The Asian political, social 
and economic revolution prfoundly affected the western delegates and the Indian 
demand for the reunion of the Churches cf Christ was impressive", 


Dr D., wartin Niemoller, “insheannrasidont in Hessen~Nassau, Germany: 
eThe visits of the Governor, the Prime Minister and the Vice-President (of 
a indian i Seen have made us painfully aware of the fact that our respons- 


y, 


ibility transcends by far the programme with which we were inclined to content 
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ourselves, Our letters to the United Nations and to the Member Churches of the 
World Council cf Churches can be only a first step. The call fcr 'Unity and 
Mission! has become imperative; it must mean more than a mere call to intens- 
ified activity: for today's Christianity it must mean self-denial and self- 
dedication in the service of man threatened by suffering and frustration". 


Rev. Michio Kozaki, Moderator of the Church of Christ in Japan: 
"The impression is that the great world Church to which we all belong, is the 
hope of the world, The world Council of Uhurches is wide awake to the great 
responsibility for international peace and the brotherhood of mankind... The 
world Council is proclaiming to the world unity in mission and unity of all 
Churches all over the world. Christianity cannot be Christianity except by 
wholehearted co-operation of all Christians who all. belong to the Body of 
Christ which cannot be divided, Now it is clear that we must put in practice 
unity in mission", 


Dr M,M, Thomas, Travancore: "I would say that the Central Committee 
in coming to India has helped make the ecumenical movement more real to the 
Churches in India,.. It has certainly helped the church leaders of other 
countries to become aware of the dimensions of the Asian social revolution and 
the problems associated with it. This is so essential if the world Council is 
to develop its strategy and programme as a world body in the present situation... 
The emphasis on unity of the Churches which the Asians made at the Asian Study 
Conference and the Central Committee must have brought home to the World Coun- 
cil members as a whole the necessity of relating the question of unity with the 
missionary task of the Churches in Asia at the present time. This means that 
the urge for unity has been reinforced for all the Churches in the world", 


E.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA Cooperation in Support of Christian Youth Projects 


Cooperation in plans for wider support and further development of 
world youth projects is announced following joint meetings of the Youth Depart- 
ment Committees of the World Vouncil of Churches and the World Council of Christ- 
ian Education, which was held from December 29 - January 2 at Union Christian 
College, Alwaye, Travancore. 


The committees voted a joint programme of world youth projects "to 
strengthen the ecumenical conscience and cooperative work of youth" throughout 
the world, The programme will provide channels for an ecumenical interchange 
of money, leadership, literature, correspondence and prayer, 


World youth projects were initiated by the United Christian Youth 
Movement in the U.S.A. Elsewhere parallel efforts have been made to enable 
support to be given by Christian youth in one country to projects in another. 
Practical illustrations of this cooperation were reported at the Alwaye meetings, 


Christian youth of Huropean countries and of the United States have 
contributed leadership and iioney tcwards the building of "Agape", the Christian 
youth centre in Italy, Italian Christian youth have sent the equivalent of 
$800 (sterling £285) for support of Christian youth work in Spain. Spanish 
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Protestant youth have just sent the equivalent of $50 (218) for the support of 
Christian youth work there. In future world youth projects will be internation-— 
ally supported, and coordinated and administered by the two Youth Departments. 


At Alwaye the Departments also made plans for youth participation 
in the 1954 Assembly of the world Council of Churches in Evanston, U.o.A. 
Some 120 youth consultants will be chosen by the Department administrative 
committee, 40 from Europe, 40 from Asia and 40 from the American continent. 
The youth will hold a pre-Assembly briefing conference somewhere near Evanston. 


Follow-up of the World Conference of Christian Youth, held in . 
December at Kottayam (see EPS No, 1), will consist mainly of preparation for 
Evanston, in view of the fact that both conferences have the same areas of 
concern, 


The committees noted with regret the resignation of Reve William 
Keys, secretary of the New York office of the world Council of Churches! Youth 
Department. Miss Jean Fraser, director cf the Department, commended Mr. Keys 
for his past leadership. 


Rev. Bengt~Thure Molander, secretary for Europe of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches! Youth Department, reported on ecumenical work camps, which now 
have been held in 29 countries with over 1000 youth participating. Plans were 
approved for special leaders camps in the U.S.A., Asia and Europe to give in- 
service training to work camp leacers, 


Miss Wilmina Rowland, secretary of youth work of the World Council 
of Christian Education, described the ways the two youth departments have co= 
operated in joint meevings attended by members of both departments. 


Some 40 oeople participated in the Alwaye meetings, including 
fraternal delegates from the International Missionary Council, the world's 
Student Christian Federation, the World's Christian Hrdeavour Union, the 


World's Y.W.C.A. and the World Alliance of Y.M.C.AsS. £B.eP.o Geneva 
INDIA weSeU.H. Conference 


(Nasrapur):- The General. Committee of the World's Student Christ- 
jan Federation met from January 8 to 21 at Nasrapur, near Poona. Dr D,T, Niles 
of Ceylon has been elected Chairman, and Kyan Than «f Burma has been elected 
Associate General Secretary to work alongside Philippe Maury of France, who 
remains General Secretary of the «.S.C.F. 


Over a hundred delegates from thirty national Student Christian 
Movements, or groups of Mcvenenty were present, end planned their work for the 
next three-year pericd, 


The founder of the W.S.C.Fe in 1895, Dr John R, Mott, who was also 
in India, was unfortunately prevented by illness from visiting tne Committee. 
ByP,o-Geneva 
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INDIA X.W.C.A. Conference Responds to Travancore Challenge 


A Worldts Y.w.C.A. Conference was held at Anandagiri, Ootacamund, 
from December 29, 1952 to January 1, 1953 to discuss the challenge to the YwCA 
for ecumenical service in action arising out of the Third World Christian Youth 
Conference held earlier in December at Kottayam, Travancore, Thirty-six members 
attended from the following countries: India, Ceylon, Pakistan, Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan, Korea, Philippines, Malaya, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Egypt, Italy, 
Germany, Great Britain, Trinidad, U.S.A. 


The following qvestions were presented at the plenary sessions: | 
The World's YwWCA and its task ~ The Meaning of Membership in the YWCA - YWCA 
in a Non-Christian Setting . The final plenary session was devoted to the | 
following major questions, which had emerzed from earlier discussion: 1) What | 
is our purpose as a world Christian women's movement? 2) what does it mean to 
be a fully committed YwCA member? 3) How do we expect our Christian belief in : 
policy and programme? 4) what is the ecumenical task of the YWCA? 


As regards the contribution of the YsCA to the ecumenical movement, 
it was stated that the YwCA, where it has various denominations and confessions 
within it, should study the differences of outlook as a preliminary to real and 
deep understanding ~ and avoid superficial tolerance, 


The YWCA, it was pointed out, can provoke deep searching of the minds 
of members by bringing out the differences in the process of working and playing 
together, This can be done on intellectual levels (throvgh systematic study) 
and on personal levels through individual contacts made in the Y. If members of 
the Y are church members, they can influence the attitudes of people in their 
Churches and help them te think ecumenically and work towards reunion. 


The YWCA Basis, if taken seriously and kept in the forefront of 
one's thinking, planning, and execution of all work within the movement, has the 
power to keep members of different dencminations and confessions united and 
striving towards one goal, For it is the essence of the Christian faith and is 
acceptable to all, 


Where the YwCA is not struggling with the problem of disunity among 
Christians, this is due generally to: 1) Indifference to our faith, or 2) no 
deep affiliation of members to Churches, In both cases the Y should accept the 
task of arousing a consciousness of differences, for this is the essential first 
step towards unity. #.P.S,Geneva 


KENYA Archbishop of Canterbury's Message to 
Kikuyu Christians 


"A personal message to all within the fello.ship of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ" from the Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr G,F. Fisher) has been con- 
veyed to Christians in Kikuyu by Canon Bewes, of the Church Missionary Society, 
now visiting Kenya, broadcast from Nairobi, this message says (in part): 
"Many of you have had to suffer grievously and some have died as faithful wit- 
nesses to the Christian duty of upholding law and order and rejecting the ways 
of violent men... God be praised for your steadfast faith and courage.» May 
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God lead you and your whole Kikuyu_people and all the citizens of Kenya back 
into the ways of quietness and peace..." E.P.S,Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Progress in Bible Work 


™e Translation Department of the british and Foreign Bible Society 
is working 1.1 more than 200 different languages, Of these 49 are new languages 
into which so far no portion of the bible has been issued, In 29 further 
languages, in which at least one book of the Bible has already been published, 
additional books are now being translated. In 30 more languages New Testaments 
have been prepared and vill be apoearing for the first time. The translation 
of the whole bible is being completed in 34 other languages and revisions are | 
going on in 59 languages. 


Bibles are about to be printed in twelve languages in which it has 
not so far been published, and Ww Testaments in five, The British and Foreign 
Bible Society will have added six new languages to its list when Scripture 
portions which are already printed are issued, 


Among the revisions in process one of the most important is that 
in Russian. The Translations Sub-Committee of the B.I'.B.5. has now approved 
the text of St Matthew's Gospel, and a tentative edition of 2,000 copies is in 
the press. Bishop Cassian, the chief translator, has almost completed the 
draft translation of the New Testament and the Commission in Paris is working 
on the Gospels of St Mark and St Luke, Itis hoped that the whole work will be 
ready for the press in about eighteen months. Almost 211 Russian Orthodox 
groups are represented on the translation committee, as well as the Russian- 


speaking Evangelical Churches, E,P.0 Geneva 
TIBET The Tibetan Bible 


The Rev, Chandu kay, Secretary in Pakistan to the Bible Society of 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon, sends the following account of the distribution of 
the recently published Tibetan Bible in the Upper Sutlej River Valley border- 
ing on Tibet: 


'The opportunity of placing these Scriptures was afforded in con- 
nection with a medical project in the region of the Upper Sutlej iver Valley. 
The following figures show the distribution of the Tibetan literature, in 
addition tc which there was also a smaller quantity of Hindi books distributed: 


Bibles 3; New Testaments 17; Gospels 414; missionary booklets 484 - total:918. 


At first sight the above figures may not seem to be very impressive 
so perhaps a few words of explanation are called for in order to make them in- 
telligible: The length of ovr stay in the area was from May to September. The 
permanent population of the area visited by us is not more than five thousand, 
though there is a fluctuating population as well of travellers, traders and 
pilgrims passing up and down the Hindustan-Tibet Road, Of this total only a 
very small percentage are literate - 10% would be a generous estimate. As they 
are Buddhists, the learning of Tibetan is a religious duty incumbent on all, 
but in practice many whe read the characters are unable to understand their 
meaning. 
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Another problem is reaching the people. For the most part they 
live in smallish villages in inaccessible valleys off the beaten track, Two 
to three hundred would be the average population of a village, while to reach 
it is perhaps one or more day's journey and often entails a considerable 
amount of climbing. In view of the extreme poverty of the people our policy 
was not to make any charge for the books. They had been donated for this pur- 
pose. As far as possible we endeavoured to ascertain that each book could be 
read and understood by the person receiving it. A good deal of suspicion and 
opposition had to be broken down before the people would accept the books even 
as a free gift. E.P.o.Geneva 


Ecumenical Publications Challenge Complacency 


Complacency about disunity and the life of the Church is challeng- 
ed in a series of articles published in the January 1953 issue of The Ecumen- 
ical Review, Commenting on the Faith and Order Conference at Lund, Dr A.C, 
Craig, of Glasgow, found the issues oressnted there "live and real" but "it 
was too much like an embowered seminary and too little like a battlefield" and 
he sympathises with the impatience expressed by representatives of the Younger 
Churches. A.G, Hebert, SSM (Kelham) records impressions of the unofficial 
post-Lund Consultation held to discuss plans of church union in a number of 
countries and asks some questions regarding Anglican insistence on Episcopacye 


For laity eager for unity but bewildered by the intricacies of the 
obstacles, Reuben BE, Nelson (American Baptist Convention) offers in "Christian 
Courtesy" a clear exposition of some of the problems and a series of "cleans- 
ing questions". Alan Brash describes the cooperation of New Zealand's Churches; 
and Jorge Cesar Mota writes on "Evangelism and Unity in Brazil". While appre- 
ciating Protestant rediscovery of the New Testament meaning of truth, Carl 
Edward Schneider (Eden Theological Seminary, U.S.A. ) comments on the growth 
of sectarianism and urges the need for an Ecumenical Reformation to overcome 
divisions, 


H.H. Walz contributes a stimulating account of "Signs of Renewal 
in the European Churches" and draws attention to the part played by the laity 
in developing a more dynamic relationship between the Church and the world. 


The January 1953 issue of The International Review of Missions, 
which appears for the first time under the editorship of Mr. E.J. Bingle, opens 
with a well-documented Survey of 1952 containing sections in turn on countries 
in different regions of Asia, the Near East, Africa, Latin America and the 
West Indies, and the Pacific, and other sections on the Jews, and on the mis- 
sionary field of the Roman Catholic Church. W.O. Fitch, SSJE, discusses the 
duty of the Christian in the Totalitarian State. William Smalley, an American 
missionary engaged on field study in Laos, Indo-China, urges the need for 
practical language learning centres to be set up in the USA and “urope which . 
would provide missionaries with a proper grounding and correct pronunciation 
before entering the field, 


A delegate to the Lund conference, H.R.T. Brandreth, OGS, affirms 
that this gathering was an "important success" and after considering various 
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criticism, he suggest that, despite divergencies, real progress in understand- 
ing and even in agreement was attained since the Edinburgh Conference, The 
need for keeping local congregations informed is stressed, for "without the 
solidarity of the praying Church behind them, delegates to ecumenical gather- 


ings cannot work effectively". E.F,.S. Geneva 
OKINAWA Episcopal Church Undertakes #vangelism 


More evangelistic work will be undertaken in the near future in 
Okinawa by the Episcopal Church of Japan, following the visits there of Episcop- 
alians during the recent months. Last summer three theological students from 
the Church did mission werk in Okinawa, As a result the Okinawan Church asked 
for further aid in evangelism, states "Japan Christian Activity News". 


Okinawa is at present included in the diocese of the Episcopal 
Church of Hawaii. At the invitation of the bishop of the Hawaii diocese, Bishop 
Makoto Maita, of the Japan Episcopal Vhurch, visited Okinawa in November, 
ordained 50 ministers and inspected 411 Christian institutions. 


Before the second world war some work of evangelism was carried 
out in Okinawa by the United Church of Japan (Kyodan) through member Churches 
there, After the war Ckinawa ceased to be Japanese territory and the connection 
between the Kyodan and the Churches there came to an end. BeP.eo. Geneva 


SCOTLAND ~ Scottish Christian Industrial Order 


The Scottish Christian Industrial Order (SCIO) representative of 
laymen in all grades of Scottish Industry, including trade union orficials, 
has now 31 branches and hopes to have 100 branches by March 1953. 


SCIO is really a united Christian laymen movement in Scotland re- 
presenting the Scottish Churches except the Roman Catholic Church. It is run 
by laymen for laymen, Until now a Church Committee with representatives from 
the Church of Scotland, Baptist, Congregational, Scottish Episcopal, Methodist 
and United Free Churches, has been responsible for running the Order. Now a 
National Committee has been formed with two representatives from each of the 
local Committees set up since September 1952 in the following places: Aberdeen, 
Ardrossan, Arbroath, Ayr, Dundee, Dunfermline, Dalkeith, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Greenock, Paisley, Stirling, Dumfries, Hawick and Perth, 


The Order will probably develop more quickly in the areas where 
there are industrial chaplains who get in touch with the workers at their 
piace of work, B.P.90.Geneva 


INDIA Dehli University Honours Dr Niemoller 


The degree of honorary dcstorate of Dehli University has been 
conferred on Dr Martin Nieméller in a ceremony held there. E.P.S.Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches « The International Missionary Council 


The World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations + The World's Young Women's 
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GREAT BRITAIN The late Rt-Reve BeSe Woods, ecumenical pioneer and 


evangelist. 


The RteRev. £.S. Woods, Bishop of Lichfield, whose resent death at the age 
of 75 we deeply regret to record, made a notable contribution to wider knowledge 
of pioneer ecumenical efforts by his popular book "Lausanne 1927, An Interpre- 
tation of the Faith and Order Gonference"' (SCM Press London).e Before his appoint~ 
ment to the diocese of Lichfield he was Bishop Suffragan of Croydon. Convinced 
of the need to manifest the fact that Christianity touches life at every point 
he was a prominent leader in "the Croydon Experiment", which made films of a 
wholesome character available to the general public on Sundays and he helped 
to promote closer co-operation between the clergy and educationists. He voiced 
his concern about the situation of the Protestant Churches in italy in the course 
of a long audience with Pope Yius X11. A sincere and modest evangelist, he 
evidenced his belief in the widest liinistry of the Word by various books and 
wireless broadeasts and he led the two months mission to RAF personnel 
in Malaya in 1952. BoFeSe Geneva 


The Central Committee of the WCC and the Situation 
of Protestants in Colombia. 


On various occasions the Coimmission of the Churches on International Affairs 
: and its parent bodies the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
| Council have considered the situation of the Protestant Churches in Colombia and 
the CeCeleAs has taken a number of steps with a view to improving the situation. 
Since, however, the reports on the subject show that the persecution continues, 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Lucknow 
has adopted the following resolution: 


The at. ° the Ficsgoyeni ) pb eee . a, fee oo 
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"The Central Committee is grateful for steps that have already been taken to 
bring these grave abuses of public order to the attention of the Colombian government 
and of other governments as well as to arouse the public conscience by reports in 
the secular and relisious press, but regrets that no redress has thus far been 
secured. 


"The Central Committee recalls the occasior on which the International Missionary 
Council, the World Council of Churches, and the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs have declared themselves wholly against any violation of fundamental 
human rights and freedoms, and also discrimination by any majority against a minority. 
Accordingly it requests that the C.C.I.A. in co-operation with its parent bodies 
and the Churches directly concerned, take such further steps as may be necessary 
to secure redress of wholly established grievances and outrages against the Protestant 
minority in Colombia, and a general improvement of the present grave situation. 


"The Central Committee joins the Committee of the I.M.C. in expressing earnest 
and prayerful sympathy with persecubed brethren in their distress, and commends them 
to the comfort of God's promies in Christ and the assistance of the Holy Spirit, that 
they may in His grace and strength continue to be faithful witnesses of our Lord 


and Saviour in the midst of their trial." EoPeSo Genevae 
GERMANY Government decoration for Dr. Franklin Fry. 


(Hannover) The President of the German Federal Republic, Dr. Theodor Heuss, has 
conferred the 'Grand Cross for Distinguished Services to the Republic’ on Dr. Franklin 
C. Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church, U.S.A. This conferment has been 

made in recognition of the great services rendered to Germany as chairman of 

Lutheran World Relief of the liational Lutheran Council by Dr. Fry, who is also 
Vice=President of the Lutheran World Federation. He has recently attended as Vice- 
Chaiman the Lucknow meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of 


Churches. HeP.S. Genevas 
BRAZIL Dr, Kagawals visite 


Toyohiko Kagawa, Christian leader and evangelist of Japan, has been invited 
to Brazil by the Japanese there. He left Tokyo January 28 to conduct an evangelistic 
campaign under the sponsorship of the Federation of Pangelical Churches of brazil. 
During his visit he will also investigate the Amazon River area as a possible area 
for development and Japanese i:migratione 


This is the first time since the war the a Japanese Christian has been invited 
to Brazil, although Buddhist leaders as well as musicians and actors have paid 


Visits to the 450,000 Japanese, who are in that country. EoP,So Genevao 
UNITED SEATES U.S» Church Group fears Vatican tieso 


The Board of Trustees and the National Advisory Council of Protestants and other 
Americans United for Separation of Church and State adopted a statement saying that 
the issue of renewing diplomatic relations with the Vatican "hangs suspended like 
a sword of Damocles over the head of the American public . ©» . The Catholic hierarchy, 
to all appearances, is detcrmined to secure the involvement of our government with 
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the Papacy and to press its purpose upon the new President and the new Senate. 


, "By an ambassadorship in the Vatican the Roman Catholic Church would be 
given a unique position in the American State, a secret access to the ear of the 
governnent, a power or influence over policy and to the extent over the whole 
life of the nation which no other Church enjoys or would accept," h-P.S. Genevas 


UNITED STATES Orthodox Church News», 
The Memorial Cathedral. 


An inter=church committee has been formed to help Americans of Russian 
descent to build a new Nicholas cathedral in Washington D.C., for the Russian 
Orthodox Church of North America, The new edifice will be a national memorial 
to young men of that church who dies in the first and second world wars and in 
the Korean conflict. A special campaign has been opened to raise funds. Among 
those who have agreed to serve on the advisory committee of the fund campaign 
is Bishop Angus Dun, of Washington, (Protestant Episcopal Church) » 


Court decision rules in favour of lioscow Churcho 


The United States Supreme Court has overruled as unconstitutional a New York 
State law which had given control of St. Nicholas Church in New York to the 
Russian Orthodox Church of North America. (This church does not recognise the 
administrative authority of the iioscow Patriarchate under present circumstances). 
Thus this cathedral will be given back to the Metropolitan who represents the 
Patriarchate of iloscows 


An 8 votes to one decision of the Supreme Court held that the law violated 
religious freedom, guaranteed in the 14th amendment to the U.S. constitution. 
This decision rev=rsed a ruling by the New York State Court of Appeals in 
November 1950. 


The Supreme Court decision is regarded as significant, points out "The Living 
Church", weekly periodical of the Protestant Episcopal Church, because it involved 
"Question as to the recognition that civil authorities should give to canon law, 
whether real estate assumes a special character when dedicated to religious use, 
and whether anti-subversive legislation can be justified by foreign control of 


a relisious group." EsP.So Genevae 
UNITED SATES. Filipino tayria for UsS» lission Post. 


lir. Mateo A. Occena, of the Philippines, has been named an executive secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A, writes Religious 
News Service, New York. He will take over the portfolio for Southeast Asia, 
including Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines. 


Mr, Occena, a layman, was chairman of both the Commission on Church Union of 
the Philippine Federation of Evangelical Churches and of the Federation's Commission 
on Education from the end of the second World War until he left the islands in 
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1947 to come to the United States as the Philippine govern.ent's purchasing agente 
llr. Occena is the first person from any area outside North America to hold a 


headquarters administrative post in the Church's foreign service, said Dr. Charles 
T, Leber, general secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 


Churche BePoSo Genevae 
JAPAN Charter for International Christian University 


The Japanese government has granted a charter to Japan International Christian 
University at Mitaka, near Toky0-. Dr, Stanley I. Stuber, executive secretary 
of the Jel»eCeU. Foundation, said he had received a cable from Dr. Hachiro Yuasa, 
president of the University, stating that the charter had been approvedo 


The action assures formal opening of the University's doors to Japanese 
students next Aprile Some 13 American Protestant denominations and the National 
Gouncil of Churches raised more than § 2,000,000 toward an ultimate coal of 


§ 10,000,000 in the United States and Canada to make the University possible. 
: EoPede Geneva 


FRANCE Pastor Boegner's Asian tours. 


Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the Protestant Federation of France, who 
took part as one of the six Presidents of the World Council of Churches in the 
Lucknow meeting of the Central Committee, had earlier visited the French Protestant 
College at Beyrouth. From Lucknow he proceeded to Indo-China where he spent a 
fortnight with French soldiers and their Army chaplains. He will complete his 


Asian tour with a visit to French missions in Oceania (Pacific islands) .« 
BEoP.S. Geneva 


Conference on "Socialism and Religion! planned. 


(London) The Socialist International announces that all its members have been 
invited to send delegates to a conference on "Socialism and Religion" which is 

to be held at Bentveldt (Haarlem) the Netherlands, from 911 March, Socialist 
leaders in various countries have urged that it would be useful if the inter~ 
national movement could arrive at a general agreement on its attitude towards 
religion emitted from the declaration drawn up at the Frankfurt Conference in 
1951, which defined the principles of democratic socialism in sharp contrast with 
totalitarianism, 


The subject will be considered under three main heads: 
1. The religious and ethical sources of socialism 
2, <A survey of religious socialist movements in various countries 


3. The attitude of the Churches towards social democracy. BoPene Genevac 
BULGARIA | | New Metropolitan elected. 


(Sofia) The Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Uhurch has elected Bishop 
Pimen of Stoby to fill the ietropolitenate of Nevrokop, vacant since the death 
in 1948 of isetropolitan boris. 
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Sofia Radio said that Metropolitan Pimen has assumed jurisdiction in his 
new diocese, after being enthroned at a ceremony in the chapel of the Holy Synod 
in Sofia. . 


Metropolitan Fimen was h ad of the Holy Synod's church economic department 
from April 1947 to the end of that year, and consecrated Bishop of Stoby by 


Exarch Stefan in January, 1948. E.PoDe Genevas 
GuR ANY Bishop Meiser on ecumenical co-operation. 


Addressing the Ecumenical Society of the Evanzelical-Lutheran Church of 
Bavaria, which met at Nurembex from January 4~7, Bishop Hans ueiser urged the 
Lutheran Churches to take part more than hitherto in ecumenical worke Martin 
Luther, he pointed out, had not wished to found a theological faction but had 
rather envisaged his task as helpiy all Christendom towards a right understanding 
of the divine revelations. 


Lutheran Churches, continued the bishop, have therefore the obligation 
to contribute from the riches of the ri ht doctrine in service to other Churches. 
The history of the Church has experienced a step forward. Today therefore no 
Church can any longer. hold aloof from the ecumenical movement. 


According to the Evangelical Press Service of Bavaria, Dr. Rickert, Director 
of the Ecumenical Society, pointed out that ecumenical cooperation on the local 
parish level hardly exists today whereas such co-operation is developing well on 
the highest international planes. A proposal was made to the Bavarian Church 
leadership that an interdenominational association should be established to 
foster relations with the other Christian denominations which are members of 


the World Council of Churchese . BoPede GENneVae 
AUSTRIA Bishop May on "Confessional Peace!. 


’ 


Considerable interest has been aroused by the affirmation of the Christian 
responsibility of love for members of other Churches expressed by the Evangelical 
Bishop Dr. Gerhard May when addressing a public meeting at Vienna together with 
the Roman Catholic Suffragan Bishop of Graz, Dr. Pietsch, on the theme, "Religious 
Peace", Bishop ilay said in part: “If God has reserved to Himself the reunion 
of the divided, peace between the confessions is eiven to us as our tasko We 
have to recognise confessional divisions as our common fate, or to express it 
jn a mere Christian manner, as permitted by God. How are the Churches and the 
Christians, despite the dividing issue of Truth, to get on with one another and 
in a Christian way to live with, rather than against one anovher?" 


"What divides us is the different discermient of the Truth. But this must 
not disturb peace » . » We cannot remain silent with one another on the issue 
of Truth. How shall we then express our convictions?" Recalling Ephesians 
TV.15: "speaking the truth in love", he said "this means not merely. love for our 
‘own concerns, but in the love of Christ, which is alters a "Yes" to others. We 
bear responsibility for others and indeed in a special way, so long as we are 
divided, This responsibility must be manifested in the love shown by the way 
we speak with and of one another". 
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"That involves not only reciprocal efforts by theologians for an ever—increasing 
setter understanding of Church doctrines but also the manner in which the other 
“hurch and its life are viewed and estimated. Much would be gained if we both 
scrutinised our religious literature as to the correctness with which it depicts 
the other confession, its doctrine, practice and history » © o We are grievec when 
year by year the youngest pupils in many schools demonstrate what they have learned 
by shouting at their Evangelical classmates: "Heretics! Hereticss", as many pastors 
of the Lower Austria region report. . How very different it would sound if instead 
"divided brocvhers" was said or if the Catholic bishops Conference spoke of “our 

Evangelical brothers in Christian faith". 


"We Evangelics have had for 1,500 years common history with the Roman Churche 
We regard ourselves as the legitimate continuation not only of Evangelical origin 
but also of a rich Evangelical~Biblical stream of this many-sided history. We 


recognise that this stream flows today also through the Catholic Church" . 
BePede Genevae 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25) was celebrated in many 
Churches of various traditions and different countries. Here are some first reports 


of the celebrations: 


In Britain the Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Rev. K.Riches, presided over an 
open meeting in the London Seymour Hall, He recalled that men and women all over 
the world "were not concerned with schemes of reunion, though they could be thank- 
ful that in the last fifty years the desire for unity had manifested itself in 
active movements. The unity for which they prayed was not a unity devised by man. 
Tt was not the outcome of theological discussion. 1t was the unity which Christ 
gave them in His Person, in His Body the Church. Into that unity they had entered 
through Holy Baptism , so it was not a unity wholly in the future, Jt was a unity 
of catholicity, of apostolicity, a unity manifested in holiness". 


The Very Reve FeM. Galdau, of the Kumanian Orthodox Church, paid tribute to 
those wha had extended the idea of the Week of Prayer for Unity to Christian people 
all over the world. The Church was too timid in regard to problems of mankind. 

It should attack those problems with courage and determination. He believed the 
spiritual forces of the Church behind the Iron Curtain were stronger than in the 
free countriese 


The Reve Fede Ripley, Roman Catholic, said that they were met to proclaim their 
belief in the power of prayer, to renew their resolve to pray for the unity of 
Christendom, and to ask all men of goodwill to unite with them in that prayere 
Hardly anything was more vital for te human race, he thought, than that for which 
they were prayinge 


The most fundamental doctrines were being questioned and denied by people who 
indignantly repudiate any suggestion that they were not Ghristianse There must 
be unity of belief before there could be unity of worship. 
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The Reve JeMe Todd, Congregational, said that no onc. branch of the 
Church had a monopoly of the Gospel. Christians of different traditions had 
prought different insights into the truth of the Gospel. Their understanding of 
the Gospel was hindered by their disunity. Let them pray that the Church might 
be one in order that the. world tight believe the Gospel. 


In Switzerland, at Lucerne, a group of 13 laymen, physicians, lawyers, 
professors, industrials, editors, architects, members of the Roman Catholic, 
Old Catholic and Reformed Churches, sent a letter to all members of clergy in 
charge of a parish, asking them to take the opportunity of the Week of Prayer 
for delivering a sermon on the text of the Epistle to the Emphasians 4:16. 
when we consider", said this letter, "how many people even in our home country 
hold aloof from Christianity and live apart from God, let us rejoice over what 
we (Christians) hold in common and it would: certainy bear witness to Christian 
love if on this Sunday we heard God's word proclaimed on the same subject and if 
each confession would pray for the great blessing of unityo" 


At Geneva an ecumenical service of worship was celebrated on January ON Bian Be a) 
St Peter's Cathedral by clergy of different confessions in the presence of a 
large congregation of adherents of member Churches of the “Jorld Council, including 
Anglicans, Lutherans, Old Catholics, Orthodox and members of Protestant Churches 
of Genevae Professor d'Espine,of the Theological Faculty of Geneva University, 
preached on Luke XVIII 27: "The things which are impossible with men are possible 
with God".. BePeoo Geneva. 


Meeting for Social Workers. 
at Ecumenical Institute 


A meeting for social workers will be held from March 28 to April 2 at the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey.. The purpose of this meeting is to help social 
workers (in the technical sense) to face the specific problems which arise in 
their profession and which are largely due to recent developments giving to 
the State an increasing role in the social services. It is organised as a 
follow-up of the Conference on Social Work of 1950 and of the inquiry made 
by the Institute on that subject. The main themes of the programme are as 
follows: 

1. Basic assumptions of social work; 

2. State, voluntary and Christian organisations in social work; 

3. Problems of Method — (Casework) ; 

4, oral problems facing the social worker; 

5, What does the social worker expect from the Church? What does the Church 
expect from the social worker? ; 


Mr, Paul Abrecht and Mlle de Dietrich are jointly responsible for this 
meetinge Inquiries and applications should be sent as soon as possible either 
to the National Correspondents of the Institute in each country or to the 
Secretariat of the Ecumenical Institute. 


Cost of the meeting: 8 Sw. frss per day all inclusives 
Eo PeS.o Genevas 
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UN Reply to w0C Central Committee 


The following is the reply from Mr, Lester B. Pearson, President of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations to the letter sent to him on behalf 
of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches by the Bishop of 
Chichester (see EPS No. 3): 


"iy Lord Bishop, - Thank you for your letter of January 7, concern- 
ing the Korean conflict, which has been forwarded to me by the Executive Secret- 
ary of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs in New York, 


"I should like to assure you that it is the first responsability of 
the United Nations to seek to achieve an armistice in Korea on honourable terms. 
The importance which our world Organisation attaches to this responsibility was, 
indeed, reflected in the unanimous decision of the General Assembly at the be~ 
ginning of the current session to give priority to the Korean question, It was 
also reflected in the subsequent discussions and in the resolution, approved by 
54 members of the General Assembly on December 3, which could have brought the 
fighting to an end without delay. Unfortunately, the resolution was not accept- 
ed, but I am confident that through the United Nations we shall persist in our 
efforts to promote a peaceful settlement which will permit us %o embark on the 
more positive phase of reconstruction. This is still the great challenge which 
faces the United Nations, and it is my sincere hope that we shall be able to 
meet it with success", E.P.o-Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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February 4-7 
February 19-20 
February 21-27 
February 24-26 
March 1-16 
March 23-April 2 


March 28-April 2 
April 5-12 


April 7-14 
April 13-27 
April 17-21 


April 17-22 
April 28-May 2 


April 

May 4~9 
May 7-21 
June 5-8 
June 8+12 


June 20-28 
June 22-28 
June 26-28 


June 


July 
July 2-12 
July 7-11 


Pa al 


ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1953 
Meeting of President's Committee of world's 
Committee of Y.M.C.A.s 


Administrative Committee Interchurch Aid 
Department of World Council of Churches 


Retreat for Fraternal Workers and Field Staff 
of the W.C.C. and related agencies 


Conference Western Section World Presbyterian 
Alliance 


Conference of Bible Society Agents from Latin 
America and the Caribbean 


First West African Area Conference of Y.M.C.A.S 


Meeting for Social Workers 


Consultation on Christian Message in Buddhist 
Lands, organised by the World's Y.M.C.A.s 


Conference on Pastoral Care 
Executive Committee of the World's Y.W.C.A. 


Post-Travancore Meeting organised by Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches 


Conference on Art and the Church 


Consultation of Youth leaders (prepared by 
Youth Department of the W.0.C. 


European Council of Student Christian Movements 


Seminar on Human Rights organised by World's YWCA 


Course for Missionaries on furlough 
Standing Committee of United Bible Societies 


Conference of Bible Societies Agents from 
Central and Northern Europe 


International Congregational Council 
Second Conference on the Problem of the Family 


World Methodist Convocation on Evangelism - 
250th Anniversary of Wesley 


Conference on Social Planning State organised 
by the Study Department of the W.C.C. 


World's Student Christian Federation Study Chalet 


Vacation Course for Laymen 


Seminar on Sosial Questions organised by the 
World's Y.W.C.A. 


42 


Geneva 
Geneva 


Bossey 


Buck Hill 
Falls 


Cristobal 
Panama Z,. 


Accra/Gold 
Coast 


Bossey 


Kurunegala 
Ceylon 


Bossey 


Vevey 


Berlin : 


Bossey 


Bossey 
Hannover 
Geneva 
Bossey 


Stuttgart 


Stuttgart 
St. Andrews 
Bossey 


Phila- 
delphia 


prob e 
Holland 


Finland 


Bossey 


Geneva 
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July 15-August 4 


J uly 16-17 


guy 17-21 
July 23-25 
July 23-31 


July 27-August 2 


July 30-31 
August 1-5 


August 5-9 
August 9-10 


August 10 
August 11-19 


August 14-18 
August 17-24 
August 17-29 
August 18-19 


August 20-21 
August 20-22 
* 

August 22-30 


August 23-28 
August 24-28 
August 27-29 
August 
September 1-3 


September 1-8 


September 11-16 


| Kagust 20-24 


Course for Theélogical Students 

Lutheran World Federation Committee on Latin 
America 

World Consultation on Financing the YMCA 
Lutheran world Service Commission 


Plenary Meeting of the world's Committee of 
Yoll.C.A.s 


Lutheran world Federation Executive Committee 
Conference on the Y.\..C.A. as a world movement 


Officers wleeting of World's Student Christian 
Federation 


World Council cf Churches! Executive Committee 


Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs! Executive Committee 


Business Committee of Study Department of w.C.C. 


Joint Conference of Preparatory Study Commis- 
sions for the Second Assembly of the w.C.C. 


World Presbyterian Alliance Executive 
Committee Meeting 


Annual Conference brethren Service Workers in 
Burope 


Youth Conference under the auspices of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance 


Executive Committee Meeting Eastern Section of 
World Presbyterian Alliance 


Study Department Committee of w.0.C. ' 
European Y.lM.C,A. Secretaries Conference 


Advisory Commission on Main Theme of Second 
Assembly of the W.C.C. 


Second furopean Area Conference of Y.M.C.A. 
Conference on the Church and Rural Life 
world Christian Youth Commission 

Youth Department administrative Committee 


Life and Work of women in the Church (working 
Committee) 

Conference of Medical Doctors 

Conference on the Relation between Philosophy 
and Theology 


Conference Eastern Section of World Presbyterian 
Alliance 
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Bossey 


Staffans- 
torp/Swed, 


Geneva 


Copenhagen 


Geneva 
Trondhjem 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Bossey 


Bossey 


Bossey 


Bossey 


woud— 
schoten 


Kassel 


Woud— 
schoten 


Wwoud~ 
schoten 


Bossey 


Kassel 


Bossey 
Kassel 
Bossey 
Geneva 


prob.Geneva 


Geneva 


Bossey 


Bossey 
Woud- 
schoten 
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September (end) European Y.W.C.A. Leaders Consultation Switzerl. 
October l- 
February 1954 Qnd Semester Graduate School of Ecumenical 

Studies Bossey 
October 6-9 Annual Consultation Interchurch Aid Department 

of W.C.C. Geneva 
November Consultation on the Theological Foundation of 

Laymen's Work Bossey 
December 3-10 Third South East Asia Area Conference of YMCAs Philippines 
Christmas Leadership Training Conference of World's 


+ydent Christian Federation for Caribbean Zone Cuba 
B.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Men and Women in the Church 


The wholeness of the Church rather than "rights of women! 
in the Church is the chief concern of the world Council of Churches Commission 
on the Life and Work of Women in the Church, said Mlle Madeleine Barot, new 
Secretary of the Commission, at a luncheon given in her honour in New York 
attended by women church leaders from 47 States of the U.S.A. 


A few years ago, Mlle Barot said, the question of ordination 
was generally regarded as the most important one in regard to women in the 
Church. Now it is seen as only part of a far more general question. In many 
countries women have been ordained for both preaching and giving the Sacraments 
- without really altering the status of the average woman in these Churches in 
any Waye 


Recently", said Mile Barot, "we have become greatly concern—- 
ed because the Church does not seem to be making the impact it should on the 
lives of people, Women are less constitutionally-minded than men, less attach- 
ed to structure. Within the Church they have felt imprisoned by structures 
which they had no part in creating, They have come to realise that the real 
question for them and for the Church is this: What is the Will of God for His 
Church on earth? And this involves the question of what is the Will of God in 
regard to man—woman relationships within the Church". 


European Churches, she said, have become convinced that they 
must re-study this relationship in the light of the Bible, the doctrine of the 
Church, and sociological developments of the modern world. E.P.90. Geneva 


NE TED STATES Filmstrip about the lund Conference 


"Being Many - Yet One" is the title of a new filmstrip about 
the Faith and Order work of the World Council of Churches, based on the Lund 
Conference of 1952, Suitable for adult or young adult groups, the twenty 
minute (55 frame) filmstrip is in colour, with accompanying script. Available 
from the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue,New York 10, U.S.Ac,; at 
$300, =,P.S.Geneva 
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HONGKONG Far Eastern Bible Centre 


The Scrivtures are published in great quantities in Hong 
kong. In the course of 1952 there have appeared among others, 4,000 Bibles in 
the Amoy dialect which is spoken in Formosa; 10,000 New Testaments and Psalms 
and 3,00 copies of St, Mark's Gospel in Hua Lisu, the speech of the peoples 
in the Yunnan Province and northern Burma; 3,000 copies of the New Testament 
in Eastern Lisu, which is a language spoken also in the Yunnan Province by a 
large tribe. (This is the first time that the New Testament has appeared as 
a whole in this language). Parts of the New Testament have ocen printed in 
Bunnan (the first of the Aboriginal languages of Formosa to have the Scriptures), 
and in Vietnamese. Chinese Scriptures have been printed for work in Hongkong, 
Formosa and among the Chinese prisoners of war in Korea, and shipped to all 
countries in South-Hast Asia, 


From the end of 194 until Aveust 1952 there btave been 
published a total of 2,485, 975 books, B.P.5,Ganeva 


PAKISTAN Christians in a Moslem Country 


iPartition brought significant changes to the Christian 
population of Pakistan", writes the Very Rev. A, Thakur Das, secretary of the 
West Pakistan Christian Council, in "The National Christian Council Review" 
(January 1953). 


"The cessation of the British regime has made a great deal 
of difference to the more or less privileged position held hitherto by the 
Christian minority. In fact, in certain quarters, a feeling of insecurity has 
grown because of the departure of British officials, the departure of most of 
the national Uhristian Government officials who opted for India at the time of 
partition, and also because of the attitude of many Muslims, especially in 
villages, that Pakistan is for Muslims and that other communities should there- 
fore leave", 2 


If the attitude of the Government towards Christians is to 
recognise that "all citizens are equal before Law! and "Freedom of conscience 
and the right to profess, practise and propagate religion", in actual practice, 
however, "Christians find it difficult to enter Government service in both the 
Civil and Military departments. Almost all lucrative and key-posts are held 
by Muslims. A Christian finds it difficult to secure employment even in 
private firms and commercial enterprises..." 


Although the Government has tried to fulfil its pledges to- 
wards Christian citizens, it "makes no secret of the fact that Pakistan is an 
out-and-out Muslim state... infused with an extreme form of religious national- 
ism. The Christian Church sitwated in this new environment finds it incumbent 
on itself to urge on its members their duty to take a full share in the life 
of their country as loyal citizens, in no whit inferior to Muslims, but with- 
out infringing upon their Christian loyalties..." 
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(Pakistan's total population of 75,687,000 is divided 
roughly into 42 millions in East Pakistan and 33 millions in test Pakistan; 
out of which approximately 50,000 are Christians in East and 400,000 in West 


Pakistan). E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN Church of Christ Issues Peace Statement 


In December 1952 the United Church of Christ in Japan has 
published the following statement on peace: 


"As Christians, we believe that ultimate peace will come only 
through the power of God, we believe we must, first of all, pray for peace and 
preach the Gospel of peace, Thus, believing in the realisation of a peaceful 
world and exerting ourselves in evangelistic work, we must make Uhristmas this 
year a time of prayer for peace. We also must pray regularly for peace once 
every month, 


"Our earnest desire is to bring together the two opposing 
powers of this world, The Church of Jesus Christ, where all bow to a single 
Lord, is the only world organisation able to fulfil this mission of peace. 
Thus believing, and cooperating as a branch of the World Church, we are send- 
ing a strong appeal to the other Churches in the world, 


"As the activity of the Church needs deep theological study 
and a true understanding of the situation of politics and economics, it was 
decided to organise a special committee to study the world situation continuous- 
ly in order to fulfil the prophetic mission of the Church, In so doing, it will 
make its position clear cn this matter and strengthen the unity of the 


Churches", E.eP,S,. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Duties and Rights of Laity 


Three reports directly concerned with the laity are to be 
considered by the Church Assembly of the Church of England in February. "The 
duties of church membership" is a report communicated by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York as Presidents of the two Provincial Convocations and is 
the answer to the request made by the House of Laity that the Convocations 
should "undertake the preparation of a summary in modern form of those exist- 
ing minimum obligations which are imposed on all lay members of the Church of 
England", 


The other two reports are presented by the committee set up 
to prepare a measure to amend the rules fcr the representation of the laity. 
Also to be considered is a motion "requesting the Archbishops to consider how 
in the light of the 1902 report of Canterbury Convocation (see EPS No, 46, 
1952), the clergy and laity can best be joined together in synodical govern- 
ment of the Church", . E.P.S.Geneva 
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GERMANY Death of Bishop Wurm 


Dr. Theophil \wrm, former Bishop of Wurtemberg and Chair- 
man of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, has died in his 85th 
years 


The Church Assembly of Wurtemberg elected him President, 
and in this position (from 1933 onwards he was Bishop of the Land of Wwurtem- 
berg) he became one of the leading figures of the Confessional Church under 
the Nazi regime, raising a voice of protest against the German Christians 
supporting Nazism, and advocating a united policy on the part of all confes- 
sing Christians. This earned him temporary dismissal and a short term of im- 
prisonment, In spite of this he maintained his attitude against the injustice 
of the State, against the murder of so-called "useless" people, and against 
the Jewish persecution. So it was only to be expected that, after the collapsé 
of the Third Reich in 1945, Bishop Wurm should take over the leadership of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, being elected first President of its Council. 
He had also gained such esteem among Christians all over the world that to- 
gether with Dr. Niemdller, he was asked to join the Preparatory Committee of 
the World Council of Churches. In this ecumenical body Dr ‘urm was consequent-~ 
ly the speaker for German prisoners of war and destitutes, He bee 
came known ever more widely in 1946 through his correspondence with the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and his letter to the Christians of England. 


On the occasion of his retirement Bishop Wurm described his 
experiences in which the fruits of a truly Christian life can be clearly seen: 
1)"Our nation's hard fate can only be borne and overcome through a spirit of 
repentance, faith and love; 2) I ask churchmen to see to it that their witness 
to God's love and Christ's redemption is no longer separated from their witness 
to charity and justice in the life of the nation and people; 3) I ask states- 
men not only to make decisions ~ economic and political ~ from the point of 
view of practicability and convenience, but under responsibility to God, and 
with a concern for the maintenance of the moral condition of our nation", 


E.P.o.Geneva 
FRANCE Lenten Sermons 


Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the French Protestant 
Federation, and one of the six Presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
Will give another series of Lenten sermons under the general theme: "Life 
Triumphant", 


These will take place on the following Saturdays: 21 and 
28 of February, March 7, 14, 21 and 28, at 6,10 pom. and will be broadcast by 
the French Radio on the Chaine Nationale, 


The subjects of each sermon are as follows: February 21: 
"In the Shadow of Death"; February 28: "The Victor over Death"; March 7: 
"Death in the Service of Life"; March 14: ‘The accession to life Triumphant"; 
March 21: "The Communion of Saints"; March 28: "Our Vocation to Glory". 
K.P.o Geneva 
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17 route de Malagnou, Geneva 
Special Edition 


All Christian Churches in the Netherlands have agreed to observe Sunday February 


gas a day of special prayer for the distressed areas, The following message was 


read in the services of the Netherlands Reformed Churches 


"The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church, acting after . 
‘consultation with the Roman Catholic Church, the Reformed.Churches, 

the Christian Reformed Church, the Remonstrant Brotherhood, the 

General Mennonite Society, the Old Catholic Church and the Eva gelical 
Lutheran Church, invites you to participate in an act of humiliation, 
prayer and sacrifice. Our whole nation has been hit heevily. by inundations 
surpassing anything man can remember, We rejoice in the spontaneous and 
abundant readiness to help which has been shown on all sides... We are in 
deep sorry¥ over the violent death of many. With deep sympathy we think 

of all who have lost their homes and belongings and who have seen their 
cattle disappear into the floods, The extent of this national disaster 

can hardly be estimated, Let us humiliate ourselves before the Lord our God, 


QO Earth, o earth, o earth, 
Hear the word of the Lord. (Jer.22:29) 


Let us confess our sins and pray for mercy and forgiveness, In our inter- 
cessiions we should remember all diese who owing to this disaster are in 
great physical, material or spiritual need. Let us support the national 
collection with our sacrificial giving, In the coming days ver, much will 
be required from the government and the people, from the Church and the 
congregations, and from everyone personally in order to meet human need 
and the needs of the distressed areas, 


The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many 
waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. (Ps.93:4) 


The World Council of Churches has sent the following telegram to the Churches 
in Holland: 


"In days danger and sorrow World Council greets Churches Netherlands 
with Psalm Forty-six verses two three, Many Churches praying with 
you ond desirous to help, May God give yon strong faith and unity 
in common service human needs." 

‘February 1953 


— EE a A a TR STS eR 
—- rn ee 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches * The International Missionary Council 


The World's Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations » The World's Young Women's 
Christian Association « The World’s Student Christian Federation « The World Council of 


Christian F:ducation * The United Bible Societies 


OIKUMENE GENEVA . TELEPHONE 67130. 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


No. 7 Twentieth Year February 13, 1953 


gE A PTS SE NS tS SS CE LE LL TE I ee EO LS NR ON Ne ORT 


On other pages: 


Help for Refugees in Berlin, . .e« 3 "Politika" opens Columns to the Church 7 

WeS.C.F. after India Meetings... 5 Council of E.K.D. alters its Meeting 

Messianic Expectations in Israel? . 6 BIBBe. Win tie veldaitaitie ta Tork a’, wie esi ad 

N.C.C. of South Africa Appeal to tOne! Great ‘Hour of Sharing" 6. s¢°.:. 8 
Prime Minister Malah ..... 7 


owe 


Story of Need and Assistance 
The Netherlands 

Returning from Holland where he went immediately after the floods 
catastrophe as a representative of the Inter-Church Aid Department of the world 
Council of Churches, the Rev. Robert Tobias describes the impressions he had from 
the air. "Submerged houses and an occasional tree give the appearance of float- 
ing rubble. Dikes, like snakes winding through the sea, are stacked with debris 
and dead cattle on the windward side. Zigzagging across most of the flooded area 
in a small plane chartered by the Dutch Inter-Church Aid Committee one could see 
a stream of evacuees moving off along the top of the dike, Over another town just 
out of water, planes fly every few minutes to drop food, Helicopters hover here 
and there to pick up isolated evacuees. From other planes come empty sacks, 
Teams of men below fill them with sand and try to save another village for a few 
hours," 


By sea, the bleakness is more foreboding, says Mr. Tobias. "This 
time we have an tamphibious duck', we sail down what was once main street of 
Numansdorp. The waves from the boat wash in and out of the windows of the houses, 
Jammed on the boat are men hurrying back now to reclaim the dikes. They are 
silent and grim. We ask questions about their families and even these hardened 
Dutchmen reply with tears. Again we see the dikes with dead cattle and pigs 
stretched out along the crest", 


From all over Holland people respond to the situation with with 
clothing, money and themselves, "There is an abundance of willing helpers. The 
men are working furiously to fill the gaps of the dikes before the next high tide. 
Empty bags drop from planes, are hurriedly opened, filled with sand pushed up by 
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bull-dozers, and rushed off with tractor or truck to the gaps. Across other 
gaps bailey bridges are hastily erected, loaded with sand bags and then 
dynamited into the gaps". 


In the evacuation centres things are orderly and quiet, There is a 
list of names of those located and those missing. Many families are broken, 
but many others have completely disappeared, Heart-breaking are the stories of 
so many of them. People require comfort and sympathy. Their pastors are with 
theme 


Some immediate needs: 650,000 acres are under water,between 30,000 
and 40,000 people evacuated, Food, clothing and medicines have been received 
in sufficient quantities to deal with the needs for the present. Funds will 
help purchase chairs, beds and cooking equipment, Some 200 pastor's families 
have no means of support. There are no central Church funds, Since the 
pastors' congregations have no income they cannot support their pastors, Funds 
are needed to enable pastors to move about and help those remaining from broken 
families, to bring comfort and guidance. 


Church buildings have generally been on the highest point of the 
villages. Not many therefore should be found in bad condition, though they 
will need cleaning and repairing. Parish houses, however, will have suffered 
the fate of other houses. Many were smashed by rushing water and wind. 


Because grazing lands will probably become unproductive from the salt 
water, the Government cannot at this time accept additional cattle from abroad 
to replace some 30,000 drowned. 


People everywhere have a great sense of solidarity, Their apprecia- 
tion for the concern and help from abroad is too great to find vocal expression. 


Assistance sent through the Churches in the first days amount to 
$6,000 from Church World Service (National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A.); $4,000 from the Reformed Church U.S.; $5,000 from the Evangelic~- 
al and Reformed Church. Clothing, blankets and linens amounting to more than 
20 tons (approximate value $40,000) have been sent by Church World Service and 
the Brethren Service Commission, The National Lutheran Council has sent some 
$20,000 worth of clothing, 


Swiss Protestant Churches have sent Sw.f. 25,000, blankets and cloth- 
ing and have held collections throughout Swiss Churches, The Scandinavian 
Churches have made collections and Protestant Churches in France have offered 
hospitality for children and.old people, The World Council of Churches sent a 
special gift of Sw.f, 6,000 on the first day of the flood. 


Belgium 

In Belgium, where destruction was less general, Belgian Protestant 
Churches have offered to receive up to 250 evacuees from Holland in church in- 
stitutions. Belgian Christians are receiving 143 bales of blankets and cloth- 
ing to meet their own needs and help the Dutch, 
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Great Britain 

The death roll caused by flooding ane the east coast of England, 
from Yorkshire to Kent is heavy. From every county there have come stories of 
destruction. Reports have been received describing how mothers have knelt and 
prayed on the rooftops of their houses, for the safety of their children, 
trapped with them above the swirling water floods; of the homeless joining in 
prayer, knee-deep in the silt and mud of a churchyard in the Thames estuary. 


The bishops who have pastoral oversight of the devastated areas have 
been with their parish priests and people at the time of their sorrow, The 
Bishop of Lincold told the "Church Times" that people were amazingly cheerful. 
When evacuation began in the early hour of Sunday morning the clergy, the Civil 
Defence people and the Women's Voluntary Service had the situation in hand in 
no time, The generosity of the ordinary folk is moving and overwhelming. 


The Bishop of Norwich went to Sea Palling, one of the smallest sea- 
side parishes in his diocese, "This had been a terrible experience", he said, 
"yet flooded churches are as nothing compared with the loss of life among the 
people. American Servicemen and their families have been living in places 
along the Norfolk coastline; many have perished in the floods," 


At Lowestoft, waves crashed through a new sea-wall, Forty children 
were having a party in St. John's church hall, As the waters rose, they were 
evacuated into the church. A pianist played to keep their spirits up. When 
the police arrived, they were able to row boats through the nave of the church, 
and remove the children to safety. Some of the smaller children were crouched 
on the altar, 


Everywhere the Church is doing its best to help. 


After consultation with Janet Lacey, secretary of the Department of 
inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the British Council cf Churches, Americ- 
an Christians through Church World Service are sending a carload of lard and 
two carloads of milk powder, and are collecting blankets and additional foods, 


Swiss Churches have sent Sw,f., 25,000. E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY Churches' Action to Help Relieve Refugee 


Crisis in Berlin 

(Berlin):~ The enormously increased influx during January and 
February of refugees from Eastern Germany into western Berlin, where approximate- 
ly 30,000 are crowded into 75 transit camps and 150,000 are living privately, 
has presented a situation which requires new evaluation of the latest needs in 
order that increasing and more effective support may be given to the Church in 
succouring these homeless people. Dr Edgar Chandler, Director of Field Opera- 
tion of the “orld Council of Churches' Service to Refugees, Mr. Reuben Baez, of 
the Lutheran World Federation and representatives of other voluntary agencies, 
went to Berlin, saw the plight of the refugees at first-hand and took part in 
a series of act-finding consultations. | 


They conferred with refugee affairs specialists of the berlin Senate 
and of the German Federal Government and with representatives of inter~govern- 
mental organisations, Dr Chandler and his colleagues visited reception centres 
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maintained by the Evangelical Church's relief agency Hilfswerk for refugees 
arriving at railway stations, viewed nearby overnight sleeping quarters and 
talked with refugees at the largest transit camp, accommodating 4,000 of all 
ages, which is one of the 44 camps administered by the German Red Cross: 
Owing to the pressure on accommodation at the larger camps, straw palliasses 


and blankets have to serve as pedeing, but beds with linen are available in the 


isolation wards where children suffering from chicken pox and scarlet fever are 
itchens but there is need for high 


cared for, Warm meals are provided by camp k 
vitamin food for sick children. 


In each of the larger transit camps a pastor and a church social 
worker are ministering full time to the needs of the refugees. Local parish 
clergy attend the smaller camps. They have enabled overburdened mothers to 
obtain respite from the strain of crowded camp conditions by staying at Church 
rest homes, Difficult children have been built up physically and morally at 


Church youth homes before returning to their families. 


Under a World Council of Churches project a new children's hostel is 
to be established where destitude youngsters who left their families in sastern 
Germany can live in a healthy environment, and complete their education in high 


school studies. 
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Already 132 youngsters who came to west Berlin on their own are 
accommodated at three of such hostels, which are maintained by Hilfswerk. 


Social counselling, cultural and religious activities and opportun- 
ities for handicrafts at simple wxkshops are to be provided for advit refugees 
at "The House of the Open Door"; another world Council project, which will be 
run by a CIMADE (French Christian Social Service) team of different national- 
ities, This barrack will be situated near put not on the premises of the latest 
big transit camp to be erected. The house will enable particularly refugees, 
who are not eligible for transfer to western Germany, to be brought inte contact 
with normal Christian community life. 

j 


Following survey of needs in developing relief activities in Berlin, | 
and consideration of other aspects of the refugee situation plans envisaged for | 
action in solidarity with the German Church, have a three~fold character: 


1. Support of spiritual care, welfare and counselling activities in Berlin, 
with particular attention to the needs of sick children, growing youth and | 
other necessitous cases, through the Evangelical Church. 


2, Various projects for aiding Western Germany to provide immediate welfare & ac- 
commodation and longer term aid in housing and employment of refugees flown 
out of Berlin, as well as of those already domiciled in the Federal Republic. 


3, To ensure intensification and development of emigration programmes appeal 
Will be made to Churches and Church organisations in countries of overseas 
reception that a redoubled drive be made for enactment of emergency legisla- 
tion which would enable resettlement of thousands more refugees with 
suitable qualifications, B.P.S.Geneva 
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WeSC. After India Meeting 


As already announced in the Ecumenical Press Service (No. 4, 1953) 
the General Committee of the world's Student Christian Federation met in India 
from January 9-21, at Nasrapur near Poona, The General Committee of the WSCF 
is its legislative body which meets every third year (to appoint officers, 
Executive Committee and staff and decides about the general programme and 
policy of the Federation for the coming years). 


The session at Nasrapur was one of the most representative ever held 
in Federation history, since thirty national movements were represented. As a 
result of the task of international survey of those movements, it was possible 
for the General Committee to recognise as newly affiliated movements in the 
Federation the Student Christian Movements of Nigeria, Indonesia, Puerto Rico 
and Brazil. In addition, a certain number of other movements received Corresp- 
onding Status. This was the case for the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, Malaya, the 
Philippine Islands, Austria, Cuba, Argentine and Uruguay. The Federation final- 
ly welcomed the national co-operation established between two SCils (NCSV-VCSB) 
in the Netherlands, now jointly affiliated to the Federation. 


The General Committee planned for a series of meetings to be held in 
the coming year (which are recorded in the Ecumenical Calendar issued in EPS 
No; 6), Among important meetings planned for 1954-55 the following should be 
mentioned: A consultation on political, and missionary questions on the theme 
“The Church and the World", to be held in Europe in 1954; a consultation of 
problems of education to be held in Great Britain, at Easter 1954; an inter- 
national seminar on "Evangelism, Ecumenism and Politics" to be held in Thailand 
at the same time. Two conferences for theological students in July 1954, one 
in Latin America and one in North America; a general students' conference in 
North America in connection with the second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches; a consultation on ecumenical questions to be held in Europe at Easter 
1955; a political consultation and a theological students' conference to be 
held in Asia at Christmas 1955. 


The General Committee gave a large part of its time to the study of 

some of the most important of SCMs at the present moment. A major emphasis was 

definitely put on the evangelistic and missionary task of the Church and of the 
SCM as seen in the context of present political conditions and it was emphasised 
that it is impossible to consider our basic responsibility of witness apart from 

political factors. The General Committee did not feel it had yet reached any 
clear conclusion, but it stated strongly that this was the line in which the 
Federation should make the greatest effort of thinking and action in the coming 
yearse 


A good deal of attention was also given to the problem of proselyt- 
ism. A document produced by SCMs in Latin America was carefully studied and 
the General Committee expressed its conviction that the questions it raised 
with regard to the ecumenical implications of evangelism deserved much greater 
attention, since they did not apply exclusively to the situation in predominant~ 
ly Roman Catholic countries, but affected also Student Christian Movements in 
all nations and relationships between all confessions without distinction. 


SS ee 
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It was decided that the Federation should continue its efforts among 
theological students and that the time had now come to publish in the form of 
a book the point reached in the efforts made to contribute to the ecumenical 
education of theological teaching to the modern world. 


Finally, it is worth mentioning as one of the most important deci- 
sions made at Nasrapur, that the Federation should continue making all possible 
efforts to stimulate work not only among students but also among university 
teachers, with particular attention to the form in which Christians, whether 
students or professors, can best render witness in the university and contribute 
to making the university truer to its function in relation to truth and society. 


In addition to Rev. D.T. Niles cf Ceylon as chairman the following 
were appointed as vice chairmen: Mile Marie~Jeanne de Haller, Switzerland; 
Mr, John Deschner, U.S.A.; Mr. Cyril Eltchaninoff, Russian SCM outside lussia, 
M. Philippe Maury, France, remained General Secretary with U Kyaw Than, Burma, 


as Assistant General Secretary. E.P.o.Geneva 
ISRAEL. | Messianic Expectation? 


"For the Jew Israel is a religious conception", writes the Kev. J.G. 
Grolle, of Holland, in a report published in "News Sheet", supplied by the 
International Missionary Council's Committee on the Christian Approach to the 
Jews, "When the Jews speak about the cultivation of the land", continues Nir. 
Grolle, "they do not say ‘the land is being tilled', but 'the land is being 
freed'. The joy of being in the land of their fathers finds expression in 
boisterous waySee. 


'In Jerusalem we saw the Jews all day long going through the valley 
of Hinnom and climbing Mount Zion to the tomb of David. Does this mean that 
they are expecting a personal Messiah? It is certain that many Jews no longer 
cherish this hope. I questioned various Jewish people about their hope of a 
Messiah, An old man said; ‘When the temple hill is in our hands again, that 
will be the Messiah', Two young Jews, whom I asked whether they meant a person- 
al biessiah or a Messianic age when they spoke of the Messiah, said: ‘It doesn't 
matter, person or age, in these future things it all depends on activism'... 


"T have been amazed at the unprecedented Bible knowledge of children 
of ten. When I took part in a Bible lesson in a youth village, I could not 
hélp wondering. The children were swallowing the words of the Hible like bread, 
It was not as among us, where the teacher asks questions of the children, but 
the other way round; the children were asking the teacher, They came out of 
their seats and bombarded him with questions: What do you think of this pas- 
‘sage? They found the right interpretation together, and the teacher laughed 
and was pleased,-a 


"A Jewish writer in Jerusalem said: ‘I must admit that for the youth 
in Israel there is a very greatpossibility that they will turn to Jesus, that 
Christ will attract to Himself these young people who see no other way, I will 
not rejoice to sce it, but if that doesn't happen, then the Christians will 
have themselves mainly to blame, for it is your own fault, You have now a 
great opportunity'," E.P.S. Geneva 


No. 7 + February 13, 1953 -7- D5 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA National Christian Council Appeal to Dr Malan 


(Capetown):- The Christian Council of South africa has appealed to 
Prime Minister Malan to initiate consultations with non~Europeans on racial 
tensions. At the same time, the Council urged Negroes, coloured and Indians, 
many of whom have been protesting the country's segregation laws through a 
civil disobedience campaign, to obey the law, 


The statements were drafted at the Council meeting in Capetown pre- 
sided over by Dr G,H. Clayton, Archbishop of Capetown (Anglican). 


The appeal to Lr Malan expressed sympathy 1.ith "non-European Christ- 
jans" in their present circumstances, “Many of them are conscious that the 
operation of legislative and administrative action based on racial discrimina- 
tion deprives them of the opportunity of self-development which is their right 
and that the absence of any constitutional methods by which they can find a 
remedy is calculated to give them a sense of frustration and hopelessness", 


In its plea to "non-Europeans", the Council said that 1% "understands 
and syiwpathises with the motives" behind their association with the civil dis- 
obedience movement. "But obedience to the law is a Christian duty". it said, 
"land disobedience is justified only when such obedience involves uisebedience 


to the dictates of conscience", E.P.9-Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA "Politika" Opens its Colums to the Church 


For the first time since 1945 the official Yugoslav newspaper, 
"Politika", has published on its first page a picture of Patriarsh Vikentij, 
head of the Orthodox Church of Yugoslavia, together with the declaration \.hich 
he made at the Christmas service in Belgracecathedral on January 7th. 


In this declaration the Patriarch urged Uhristians "not to be afraid, 


in view of the feverish preparations for war going on all over the world" but 
to regard the whole course of events "with the eyes of Holy Scripture and to 
follow the commandments of Jesus Christ..- 


"The brotherly love with which we can strengthen the unity and 
harmony of our people has an immeasurable effect in peace time on the welfare 
oi our country and helping it to maintain its independence in face of any 
menace from abroad" contimied the Patriarch. And referring to the consequences 
of the drought last summer, he urged the members of his Uhurch to follow the 
example of John the Baptist, who acted on the principle, "He who hath two 
coats, let him impart to him who hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do 


likewise", £.P.S, Geneva 
SERMANY The Council of the E.K.D. has to Alter its Meeting 
Place 


(Berlin):~ The Goverment of the Eastern Zone has refused to grant 
inter-zonal passes to the menbers of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany resident in the Suvist Zone, The Council of the E.K.D. which was to 
have been held in Mnnich on February 12 and 13 is therefore to be held in- 
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Berlin instead. For the same reason the meetings of church leaders and the 
Conference of Bishops of the United lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD), which 
are to be held on the preceding days, will also be held in Berlin instead of 


Munich. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES "One Great Hour of Sharing" 


More than #7,000,000 is being asked of Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
Churches in America for 1953 programmes of relief and reconstruction in overseas 
areas of need, This goal represents an increase of approximately a million 
dollars over that of 1952. 


The 1953 United Appeal will culminate in the "One Great Hour of 
Sharing" observance with special services in thousands of American Churches on 
Sunday, March 8, at which time special relief offerings will be made, 


"Major areas covered by the 1953 appeal", Mr, Harper Sibley, chairman 
of Church World Service, said, "will be India, Korea, Central Europe and the 
Near East. Emergency relief materials - food, shelter, clothing and medicines - 
are urgently needed to alleviate suffering in those areas. Continued and in- 
creased rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes are vital to restoration 
of the spiritual and physical sufficiency of the stricken peoples, whatever may 
be their race, colour or creed". 


Relief and reconstruction efforts to be supported by this appeal in- 
clude not only the budgets for operating migration services, material aid and 
the overseas operations in Asia and Europe of ‘the Central Lepartment of Church 
World Service, but also the approved and recommended budgets of other agencies 
supported through denominational channels, such as the Department of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches; Orphaned 
Missions and Inter-Mission Aid of the International Missionary Council; Ecuméen- 
ical Scholarship Exchange of the Department of Ecumenical Relations, National 
Council of Churches; Service to Refugees, orld's Alliance of Y.M.0.As; Berlin 
Neighbourhood Centre, Y.W.C.A.; Mutual Assistance Programme, World's Student 
Christian Federation; as well as a variety of strictly denominational relief 
and reconstruction projects. . 


The Disciples of Christ,while identified with the "One Great Hour of 
Sharing" programme, will make their relief offerings during their "Week of Com-— 
passion", February 15-22. 


During this same week, the Methodist Church will observe its "Week 
of Dedication", during which its special contributions for relief and recon- 
struction and other denominational programmes are made » # oP. Geneva 
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ASIA Spirit of Partnership Needed 


(New York):- The nations must see that an effective large-scale pro- 
gramme of reconstruction has the best chance of achieving eventually the unifica- 
tion and independence of Korea, said Dr 0. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs, on his return from a special 
mission to eight Asiatic countries. Dr Nolde, during his visit to South and Hast 
Asia, consulted with church and government leaders in Pakistan, India, Burma, 
Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan and Korea, 


Warning against any over simplification of the complex adjustnents 
petween eastern and western countries, Dr Nolde stressed the urgency of con- 
structive measures to strengthen economic stability in these countries, and 
called for "great patience and persistent goodwill on the part of the United 
States, in efforts to develop mutual understanding and co-operation. The east- 
ern countries can help their own development, Dr Nolde indicated, through wide- 
spread economic reforms and social improvements, particularly in rural and vil- 
lage areas, and the western countries can help not only through technical assist- 
ance, but also through better trade relations. Tangible, if modest, results are 
necessary, he indicated, to increase popular confidence in government and in the 
free world, 


Referring to Communism in these regions, Dr Nolde found a present 
tendency among Asiatic leaders towards closer relations with the free governments 
of the West, but also a fear of being caught "between two powerful nutcrackers", 


"Having themselves recently emerged from colonial domination , they 
are very wary cf any outside pressure or alliances. India, Burma, and Indonesia 
in particular have apparently a real desire to be a mediating third force, This 
they call a position of dynamic neutralism. In following this course, they run 
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the risk of consistently standing between the great powers and failing to 
take a position on principle". 


For the improvement of United States relations with the countries 
of South and East Asia, Dr Nolde stressed the importance of entrusting high 
level negotiations to carefully selected persons of sympathy and perception, 
of promoting assistance projects "in a spirit of partnership and without 
strings attached", and of supporting full and frank discussion in the United 
Nations and elsewhere of "all questions relating to dependent peoples and 
racial discrimination". 


In regard to Korea, Dr Nolde stated, "the work of relief must move 
much more rapidly and effectively than has thus far been possible. If such 
remedial action is not promptly taken the already terrible conditions will 
become such that the people will say, ‘Life under Communism cannot be any 
worse', The immediate situation from the point of view of the United Nations 
is complicated by the enormity of the problem and by the military demands in 
a country where war is being waged. 


Dr Nolde also reported that in each of the countries visited steps 
are being taken by church leaders to establish and strengthen national com- 
missions on international affairs to promote vigorous and continuous church 


efforts in the world struggle for peace and justice. E.P.o, Geneva 
THE NETHERLANDS The Reformed Church and the Flood 
Disaster 


In the first days after the terrible flood disaster in the Nether- 
lands the Reformed Church made investigations in the sorely tried parts. 
The population of the flooded areas is for the greater part Protestant and 
in some villages on the islands of South Holland and deeland 90% of the in- 
habitants belong to the Netherlands Keformed Church, 


In most cases the pastors had gone with their congregations to the 
places where they found a temporary refuge. Jf part of the population had 
stayed behind, mostly to help with repairs of the dykes, the pastor did not 
leave his flock, but transferred the spiritual care of the refugees to the 
pastor of the receiving parish. 


So far the damage done to churches and church~-buildings cannot yet 
be estimated, In places where even the centres were entirely flooded con- 
siderable damage has been caused to the buildings, In many cases the founda- 
tions have been undermined by the water and it will appear afterwards how far 
this will have serious consequences, 


In the purely agricultural areas the salaries of pastors cannot be 
paid from the home-revenues in the near future, A solution will have to be 
found to help the congregations which are now.deprivea of their income. 
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The total proceeds of the collection in the churches on the Day of 
Mourning, Sunday February 8, are not yet known. Hundred and eighty congrega-— 
tions of the Netherlands Reformed Church, which numbers about 1400 congrega- 
tions, had collected 345,000 guilders. these collections are all on behalf 
of the National Disaster Fund, which stands at the present time at 34 million 
guilders. 


Deep gratitude is felt towards the Churches and church organisations 
abroad which sent aid, ‘The ecumenical fellowship has become a reality and 


has proved more than the dream of a number of idealists". BePece Geneva 
KENYA As in Apostolic Times 


"Tt is easy to tell who have not taken the Mau ‘iau oath - they stand 
out a mile", reported Canon F.T.C. Bewes, Africa Secretary of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society, at a press conference which he held in London following his 
visit to Kenya. Most of those who had resisted Mau Wau were convinced Christ-— 
jans, The Church had been shorn of nominal Christians, but those who remained 
were completely unafraid, and rejoicing in their fellowship with one another, 
helping each other to face the severe hardships imposed on them, 


In the market those who had refused to take the Mau Mau oath - not 
more than 10% of the population ~ were boycotted and could not buy or sell. 
So the Christians had all things in common, as in Apostolic times, and were 
thus able to overcome their difficulties, 


The Kikuyu Christians were even thankful for Mau Mau in some respects: 
it had brought a friendship and fellowship with European Christians which they 
had never known before, Europeans and Africans belonged closely together in 
the reserves, A group of European farmers .nd African Christians in Kitale 
was paying goodwill visits to other farms in an efforts to promote inter- 
racial understanding. 


The social auestion together with land hunger and the educational 
problem, were enwnerated by Canon Bewes as the three causes of trouble. "Un- 
less these problems are tackled we shall still get these crimes even if Mau 
Mau itself is crushed", 


Mau Mav in his view, was "a political and religious movement, which 
feeds cn economic distress". The old Kikuyu religion had been linked, in a 
perverted form, to modern political unrest. The ultimate aim of Mau Mau was 
to gain the allegiance of the whole Kikuyu tribe; any who stood against the 
movement were to be liquidated, 


The dangerous situation might spread to other areas, Canon Bewes 
had talked with students at a college where many tribes were represented, and 
they had affirmed, "Every tribe is watching the situation in the Kikuyu coun- 
try. Conditions are ripe for trouble in many parts of Africa", 
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Asked whether there were Christians able to build up a responsible 
political movement, Canon Bewes replied that Christians often tended to avoid 
politics, but there were several outstanding Christian chiefs who were giving 


a good lead. E.P.S. Geneva 
FINLAND what the Finnish People Thinks about its 
Church 
A year ago, the attitude of the Finnish people to Christendom and it 


the Lutheran Church was investigated according to the Gallup poll method, In 
85% of those families which were interviewed, the parents had taught their 
children the evening prayer, and 63% of all parents had sent their children 
to Sunday School, The confirmation school was regarded as necessary and use- 
ful by 81% of those interviewed, On the other hand, cnly 22% had received 
Holy Communion during that year, The broadcast services were listened to 
very frequently: “prety regularly" by 44% and “row and then" by 38%. When 
questioned whether a clear spiritual awakening had been experienced, or 
whether a movement towards a deeper Christian faith was needed, 6% agreed to 
the first alternative, 36% to the second, while 41% were undecided, and 17% 
gave no answer. 


Sed aa 


SSS 


iad 
eo 


2 0 Oe eee 


The foreign mission work of the Finnish Missionary Societies was 
supported by a clear majority cf 69%. The burning question whether the pastor 
is allowed to take part in political life was cleared in such a way that 
partaking in local goverrment is "permitted" to the minister of the Church, 
put membership of the Diet is not desirable (according to the majority of 62%) « 
A bare majority was willing to agree to develepments which would make possible 
the ordination of women theologians. 


Saas asa 


The work of the Church was criticized more by men than by women. 
The men wanted that the activities of the Church should be developed in more 
practical directions, The proclamation and instruction work cf the Church had 
to deal with the every-day problems of modern man. The difference between 
the country and the town population was alse clear. The traditional Christ- 
jan way of life is still strong where spiritual movements are active. The 
urban and industrial communities are less church-minded, There was very 
little evidence of any direct hostile attitude towards the Church. 

K.P.S.Geneva 
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OKINAWA Fast-Growing Christian Centre 


Fe 


Okinawa is the centres of “one of the fastest-growing Christian mis- 
sionary enterprises in the world", Dr Thobuzn T, Brumbaugh, associate secret- 
ary of the wiethcdist Board of Missions (U.5eA.), said at the Board's annual 
meeting in Buck Hill Falls, Pa., U.S.A. 


Dr Brumbaugh said that American Protestants had joined in forming a 
new Church of Christ with 43 congregations on Okinawa and about as many more 
on other islands of the Ryukyu chain, Although every church on Okinawa was 
destroyed during the war, six have been rebuilt and another is under con- 
struction, | E.P.S, Geneva 
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BELGIAN CONGO 75th Anniversary of the Arrival of the First 


en ate ia apres ck ree tne ameememen ca 


Protestant ilissionaries 


On Sunday February 8, the Protestant Christians of the Belgian Congo 
celebrated the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the first Protestant mission- 
aries in their country. 


A large ceremony organised by the Protestant Council of the Congo 
(the oldest Christian Vouncil in Africa) took place in the Leopold stadium 
at Leopoldville. Over 25,000 people were united in the presence of His 
Excellency the Governor General of the Belgian Congo, the representative of 
the Governor General of French Equatorial Africa and a great number of repre- 
sentatives of the administration and the buropean colony, Belgian Protest- 
antism was represented by the Rev. de Worm, president of the Protestant Fede- 
ration, and by the Rev, Jacques Hoyois, president of the Belgian Missionary 
Society, The Rev. F, Gerig, president of the Church Missionary Association, 
(USA), and the Rev. Claude de Mestral, secretary of the International Commit- 
tee on Christian Literature for Africa, were also present, 


After a’parade of children from the Protestant schools of Leopold- 
ville (these schools educate more than 300,000 children), who ma»ched to the 
sound of a military band, Colonel H.L. Bequet of the Salvation Army read the 
96th Psalm and addressed a fervent prayer to God, The whole assembly rose 
to its feet and repeated the Lord's Prayer, The rev. Dr V. de C, Thompson, 
general secretary of the Protestant Council of the Congo, spoke briefly on 
the history of the 75 years of Protestantism with its many martyrs in the 
last century and which numbers today 1,200,000 Christians, 1300 missionaries 
and 800 indigenous pastors (all of whom studied in the Belgian Congo). The 
Protestant Council of the Congo, founded in 1902, has a total of 43 mission- 
ary societies, 
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The tev, Daniel Nkomi expressed in Lingala the deep gratitude of his 
compatriots and coreligionists for the work done by Protestant Missions - of i 
which the great majority is American. Mrs, Rosa Page Welch - whose ancestors 
had been carried away as slaves to America - and who is now doing good work 
on a good-will tour on behalf of the American Protestants - won over the whole 
audience with her songs. The kev. de Worm brought brotherly greetings and 
the expression of deep gratitude on the part of the Belgian Protestants to 
their brethren. A students! choir, and a hymn sung in Congolese’ by the whole 


assembly brought to a close this very moving ceremony. HePeo. Geneva 
ERENCE Pastoral Meeting at Dievres 


On an invitation adressed to all French pastors by the Association 
of French Pastors, eighty pastors met at Biévres in January for a three day 
Study Conference, 


Morning study was centred on the Last Supper, Pastor Jean-Louis 
Leuba of the French Church of Basle piessuted a study on the Last Supper in 
the Primitive Chursh. Pastor Jacques Marchand of Belfort gave an exposé of 
Holy Communion f the Lutheran point of view, and Professor Jean OCadier of 
Montpellier fomtne Reformed point of view, 
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On the first afternoon a member of the Homan Uatholic congregation 
of the Marists spoke on "Protestantism as seen by a Catholic". He called to 
mind the respective value of the scriptures and of tradition and of the dif- 
ficulties experienced by Protestants - and Catholics also - in translating faith 
into human relationships, into individual and social attitudes, 


On the second afternoon Mr. Kergomard, a Communist and a militant 
Christian, spoke on "people and the Church" and on the social work programme 
of the Communist party in France. 


The subjects for the "Pastorale" of 1954 are "The Hope of the Church" 
(the subject chosen for the Second Asse ibly of the World Council of Churches in 
1954 in Evanston) and "The Place of the Deaconry in the Church and the question 


of Good Works". E.PeS. Geneva 
GERMANY 16th International Old-Catholic Congress 


The 16th International Old Catholic Congress will meet from September 
1 to 5, 1953 at Munich, The first two days will be devoted to theological study 
on the Sacrament of penitence and will be followed by the actual Congress 
sessions. These sessions are especially planned for laymen and are centred on 
the theme: "The Living Parish", Three work groups will do preparatory work 
on the principal topics: The Bible, the Doctrine of the Church and Prayer in 
the Christian's Life. 


Old Catholics are doing their utmost to assure perfect organisation 
of the Congress. It is hoped that French and Italian participants will be able 
to attend this international manifestation. The Old Catholic Congress will 
have an ecumenical aspect as friends from other Churches will participate. 

B.Pso.e Geneva 


GeRwANY Mission Statistics 


A total of 446 German missionaries are now working in various Pro- 
testant mission fields all over the world, Thirty-one of these are employed by 
foreign missionary societies, The largest group (275) is to be found in-South 
and West Africa. The total number of ordained missionaries is 174. 


In the Younger Churches which have been founded by German Protestant 
missionary workers there are 10,227 active indigenous helpers of which 576 are 
ordained, The total count of the baptised, catechumens and pupils is 1,660,000. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


ITALY An American Evangelist Expulsed 


(Rome):- It has been announced that an American minister of the 

United Presbyterian Church of North America, the Rev, Anthony Caliandro, 
director at Portini, near Naples, of the Evangelical Biblical Institute of 
Italy (specially. intended to instruct former Roman Catholic priests eager to 
become familiar with the Protestant religion) has received orders from the 
Italian authorities to leave Italy without further delay, his demand for pro- 
longation of his permission to reside in that country having been refused. 

. £.PeS Geneva 


> SaaS SE Se ae tr et 


oe remren 


a 


a RN 


ee — 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of: The World Council of Caurches » The International Missionary Council 

The World’s Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations »* The World’s Young Women’s 

Christian Association » The World’s Student Christian Federation « The World Council of 
Christian Education « The United Bible Societies 


OIKUMENE GENEVA - TELEPHONE 67130 . 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


No. 9 Twentieth Year February 27, 1353 


Task of Reconstruction in Korea . .3 Fate of German Pastors East.zone .. , 

Chapels of Unity in Great Britain . 3 Ecumenical Work in Hungary .....-. 

3¢O0th Anniversary of New York City 4 New Church Regulations in Poland... 

Church of South India Council . .. 5 Hungarian Reformed Church /Roumania . 
The Bible Society in Caribbean Area 8 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| On other pages: 
, 


1 OO OWN 


THE EMERGENCY IS NOT OVER 


(Geneva):- Meeting in Geneva, the Administrative Committee of the 
Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the world Council of 
Churches decided to issue an Emergency Vommuniqué to member Churches and fellow 
Christians. 


Highly appreciative of prompt response to the flood disaster in 
| Holland, the Committee at the same time was overwhelmed by the extent and nature 
) of suffering endured by Christians all around the world, 


The Committee felt that the tragic floods in the Netherlands starkly 
| symbolised for the Church, both the unforeseen crises and the continuing emerg- 
| ency needs which must be met, It is a veritable flood of human misery which 

| must be conquered in 1953, in the same spirit and with the same united effort 

| as has characterised response to the latest tragedy in Holland, 


| 

| 

Te Ap Fe 

| An Emergency Communiqué 

"The seas have flooded Holland, belgium and Britain, Our Churches 

| responded instantly and with moving generousity to the needs of those who suffer- 


| ed. They will soon return to their homes. This, therefore, is our greeting of 
) gratitude to you who acted.so prom,tly and adequately. 


But do not forget - streams, not of water, but of desperate people are at this 
moment overwhelming the crisis centres of the world - 


- AND THESE MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN HAVE NO HOMES - 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore aot to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


ees 
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A torrent of human beings has burst into Berlin - 1,500 refugees a day! Fifty 
per cent are Protestant. They 7 have heard of our oor ce to Refugees. They 
seek our aid. 


Refugees con tinue to pour ° into J West Kurope = Over 15,000 Orthodox and Protestant 
found new homes in 1952 through ‘the refugee services of the Churches. Thousands 
still stagnate in camps and misery. West Germany will be packed full, unable to 
take more, by the end of March, Will they find our counsel, ponaclatien and 
compassion? Will they move? 


It is the twenty-third hour _in China ~ 15,000 European Christians in Communist 
China, chiefly ‘y Orthodox, can yet ‘be saved by us. But time runs out, "We shall 
see in 1953 the form nation of the China operation", reads the latest report. 
"If no solution for total evacuation can be found there is Little doubt that 
the majority will either forcibly be repatriated to Russia or brought into 
labour camps by Chinese authorities". 8,700 are hopefully registered with us 
- they have filled out Church application forms for resettlement, Is their 
hope in vain? 


Stranded in Trieste ~ 4,000 refugees in their third year of despair. We have 


been challenged to NG them new hope. Only new action by us can meet this 
challenge. 


Marooned in the Middle Hast ~ 850,000 Arab refugees are where they were five 
years ago. But each year takes its toll in ceterioration, malnutrition and 
pauperisation. There has been an invaluable Christian relief programme for 
them, Their queries today: Are we tired of them? Will we forget them? 


In South India, for the ) Sixth successive year, the rains have failed - Masses 


2 IOI CAA Raeweunnnh Noted Aad cal eaealacter 
face scarcity, starvation — the worst for. yearSe Ther Church which brings the 


Gospel must bring relief. 


In Pakistan, for lack « of water, whole ¢ Churches face collapse - Partition led to 
loss of livelihood for most et orien) Only r by - digging new wells and bringing 
fresh land under cultivation can starvation be avoided and a key witness in a 


Moslem land be saved, 


@ 


Cry Korea! Almost half the Korean population, over nine millions, are homeless, 
destitute or displaced. The Churches lead in voluntary relief, It is a ten 
year task. The agony of Korea surpasses imagination. 


one = — 


The initiative is ours, We dare not gainsay help and freedom to the 
oppressed, Suffering knows no frontiers, There are too many who, like the 
Churches in some areas of Indonesia, wonder if they are forgotten by fellow 
churchmen, because their sanctuaries still lie in ruins. 


In this year of unforeseen crises we have underestimated our task, 
we have understated our needs, Have you ? Now is the time for ecumenical aid. 
The emergency is not over, Will you join in fresh efforts to meet these needs?" 
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This call to renewed sacrifice and greater giving appears over the 
signatures of the members of the Administrative Committee of the Department of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches: 

Dr Alphons Koechlin (Chairman), President, Swiss Federation of Churches; Dr 
Robert C, Mackie (Director) Church of Scotland; Dr H. Johansson, Svenska Kyrk- 
ohjfnen; Mr. A.H. Liiders, Hilfswerk, German Evangelical Church; Dr C. Lund- 
Quist, Executive Secretary, Lutheran World Federation; Rev. H, Schomer, Con- 
gregational Christian Church; and Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary, 


World Council of Churches, E,P.5, Geneva 
KOREA The Task of Reconstruction 


Dr Elfan Rees, who has just returned to Geneva from a survey mission 
to Korea under the sponsorship of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction 
Agency, made a preliminary report to the Administrative Committee of the Depart- 
ment of Inter~Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of 
Churches on February 20th, His report gave a picture of human suffering and 
misery of such proportions as to make living conditions in Korea "rank with the 
worst in the world", Almost one half of the total population of the Republic 
are so destitute as to be on relief rolls and the needs of the people in terms 
of basic shelter, food and clothing are appalling in their urgency and intensity. 


Dr Rees, who had consulted with members of the R.O.K. Government, 
members of the National Congress, officials of the United Nations Civil Assist- 
ance Command and UNKRA, as well as church and mission leaders, paid high tribute 
to the relief work already being undertaken, both officially and voluntarily. 

He emphasised that the great bulk of voluntary relief was being provided by 
Churches and Missions, especially those of America, Canada and Australia, and 
pleaded for an enlarj2d and long-term Christian relief programme as a moral 
respons:.bility of all Christians, Orphans, vagrant adolescents, war widows and 
the physically handicapped were groups he singled out as being most desperately 
in need of help, 


He expressed his conviction that the best chance of the unification 
of Korea lay neither in force nor in formal negotiation but in an effective re- 
construction programme which could make conditions of living in South Korea of 
a quality which would make reunification clearly attractive and advantageous 


to North Korea, E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Chapels of Unity ? 


When the Church Assembly (of the Church of England) continued its 
spring session (middle of February), a motion concerning "chapels of unity" 
provoked considerable debate, 


The motion invited the Assembly to say that these chapels were un- 
desirable, and did a grave disservice to the cause of reunion, The motion was 
lost. . 


Mr. Laurence King, who proposed the motion, said: "Chapels of 
unity would undoubtedly encourage the holding of united services, which cause 
men outside any form of organised Christianity to think that there is really 


ae ag N A 
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no difference between Christians, and that they must inevitably possess a 
common ministry. Some may even be led to think that we are, indeed, united. 

If some of us think that we are united, and our consciences are perfectly clear 
in worshipping together, how comes it that we usually worship apart? If we are 
not careful we shall be accused of being insincere. ie must cure the disease 
of disunity, and not merely treat the symptoms", 


The Provost of Coventry defended chapels of unity in geral by de- 
fending the Coventry chapel in particular. He said that the picture which Mr. 
King had in mind was distorted, The idea started through the close friendship 
which grew up between clergy and ministers of all schools of thought in Coven- 
try during the war, 


The purposes of the chapel were threefold, First, it was a visible 
symbol of the unity which already existed between the various communions of 
Christian people, a unity which existed over a wide area and was very deep and 
real, Secondly, it was the forerunner of the complete and final unity of God's 
Church. When that day came, their chapel of unity would be integrated into the 
new Cathedral, in the same way as any other chapel, Thirdly, it was a spirit- 


ual agent by which complete unity could be attained, E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES 300th Anniversary of New York City 


(New York): Church and civic leaders participated in a service at 
the historic church of St Mark's-in-the-Bouwerie that opened observances mark- 
ing the 300th anniversary of New York City. Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands 
delivered the principal address, Among the guests of honour were Dr P, Nijkse- 
naar, representing the mayor of Amsterdam, as well as various church repre- 
sentatives, 


Prince Bernhard recalled how Pieter Stuyvesant, director-general of 
the New Netherlands colony from 1647 to 1664, proclaimed to the people of Nieuw 
Amsterdam on February 2, 1653, the decision of the States-General in Holland to 
grant the little settlement a charter as a city. The Prince traced the ties 
between New York and Holland, dating bask to 1609, and cited, as an example, 
Klaes Martensen van Roosevelt, early Nieuw Amsterdam settler whose descendants 
include Presidents of the United States, 


Canon West, of the Cathedral of St John-the-Divine, who had prepared 
the service, referred to the butch heritage of "vast tolerance of the inner 
convictions of others" which has become a part of the tradi tion of America. 


Baron deVos van Steenwijk, Consul~general of the Netherlands, read 
from the Staten Bijbel (national Bible), used by Governor Stuyvesant 300 years 
ago, the prayer that introduced the announcement of the city charter in 1653. 

BeP.S. Geheva 


INDIA Head of Jacobite Surian Group Dies 


(Trivandrum):- Metropolitan Teulose Mar Athanasius of Alwaye, head 


of ‘the Malankara Jacobite Syrian Church for more than 35 years, died in Alwaye 
near Cochin, at the age of 84, Metropolitan Athanasius was the leader of that 
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section of the Syrian Orthodox in Travancore which accepts the direct jurisdic- 
tion of the Jacobite Syrian Patriarch of Antioch over the Syrian Crthodox 


Church in Travancore, ; BePeoe Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Church of South India Council 


On February 12, 1953, there was inaugurated the Church of South India 
Council (C.S.1.C.) in Great Britain. It was felt that there ought to be an 
authoritative body representing the Churches concerned, it will act as repre- 
sentative in Great Britain of the 0.S.1. and seek to further its interests and 
to interpret it to the British public and in particular to help people to under- 
stand that the C.S-.I. is truly a Church and not merely a venture of co-operation 
in missionary work, It will seek to promote serious theological study of 
Church Union in the light of the experience gained in South India, It will 
also seek to provide liaison between the Churches of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the Church of South India, and will continue the function of the previous 
Committee in co-ordinating the work of the missionary societies having interests 
in South India. : 


The Chairman of the Council is the Rev. J.SeM. Hooper, Commissary in 
Great Britain of that Church, Among the representatives of Churches are the 
Bishops of Chichester, Derby and Bristol and the Provost of Guildford (Anglican), 
Dr E,W. Baker and the Rev. W.d. Noble (\lethodist), the Rev, FeH. Ballard and 
the tev, Peter Barraclough (Congregational Union), the Kev.e John L. Kent and ' 
Miss Burns Brown (Church of Scotland), and among the representatives of the 
missionary societies is Ur Kenneth G, Grubb, C.M,G. The Secretary is the Hev. 


C.S. Milford, of the Church Missionary Society. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERwANY The Fate of Pastor Hamel 


Pastor Johannes Hamel, student chaplain at Halle-on-Salle in the 
Eastern zone, has disappeared since February 12. The Press Service in Bethel 
Bielefeld states that "Mr, Hamel was last seen at the railway station at Halle. 
The next night a search was made at his home. We may therefore definitely con~ 
clude that he was arrested, Since then many members of the Student Christian 
Association at Halle have been questioned by the police but they have all been 


released", BEaP.o,Geneva 
GERMANY Protest of Church Leaders 


The Imtheran Church of Saxony and the Moravian Brotherhood in Herrn- 
hut have issued a common statement concerning the trial of the evangelist, 
Pastor Erich Schumann, who has been condemned to six years of imprisonment. 

The statement which was read in the Churches in Saxony affirms that in his 
sermons and addresses Pastor Schumann has spoken on the basis of the Word of 
God, and that to condemn him means to condemn the whole Church which has the 
mandate to proclaim the word of God. E.eP.o. Geneva 
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HUNGARY Ecumenical Work 


A meeting of the Hungarian Ecumenical Committee was held on January 
30, with Bishop Bereczl:+ and Bishop Vetot as Chairmen, Those present included 
the members of the Committee and also the Presidents of the General Convention, 
all the Bishops of the Reformed and Lutheran Churches, representatives of the 
Baptist and Methodist Churches and members of the Reformed and Lutheran study 
committees. Bishop Janos Peter gave a detailed report on the ecumenical con~ 
ferences in India which he had attended (the Asian Study Conference, the 
Executive Committee and the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
at Lucknow, see EPS No. 4). 


Bishop Peter spoke about the Main Theme fixed for the second Assembly 
of the World Council, "Christ - the Hope of the World", and also about the pro- 
blems raised at the Asian Study Conference in connection with "The Responsible 
Society in East Asia in the light of the World Situation" and "The Church's 
Call to Mission and Unity", He went on to describe the preparations for the 
second Assembly of the World Council to be held at Evanston in 1954, His gener- 
al conclusion was that, in the opinion of most of the members of the Central 
Committee, the resolutions drawn up at Lucknow were better than those at 
Toronto in 1951, and would be more acceptable to the member Churches, The 
Bishop concluded his report, which was received with much applause, as follows: 
"Tt is not too much to say that the Central Committee at Lucknow expressed to 
a considerable extent what the Churches must say today in faith. That gives 
the Church serious food for thought. Lucknow was significant, not only because 
of the statements which it issued, but also because of the hope which has been 
aroused in the member Churches, in the continued good services of the World 
Council, We thank God for giving them this hope and ask the blessing of the 
Lord of the Church on the future work of the World Council of Churches". 


In the discussion which followed all the speakers expressed the 
great readiness of the Hungarian Churches to take active part in ecumenical 
work. Bishop Bereczlzy summed up the discussion on the ecumenical responsibil- 
ity of the Hungarian Churches as follows: 


"The interest of our church members in ecumenical questions is stead- 
ily growing, and they participate in these questions through their prayers and 
their advice. We are continuing the theological work, our contribution to the 
work of the World Council, in these parish-communities. In my opinion the 
decisive point is that our whole theological endeavour should rest on this 
basis. we have recognised - and all the Protestant Churches in Hungary have 
come to recognise - that the real life is what goes on within the local parish. 
Hence any theological work which we undertake is dependent upon the prayers of 
the local parish and cannot be carried out without their cooperation", 

i.Feo. Geneva 


POLAND | New Regulations Voncerning Clergy Appointment 


The official organ of the People's Republic of Poland of February 
10th published a decree of the National Council concerning the appointment of 
clergy by the church authorities, 


ie. 
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According to this decree, such appointments must be restricted to 
Polish citizens. New appointments, dismissals or removals must receive the 
ap,roval of the local civic authorities. The same applies to the creation of 
new church officials, their dismissal or remova]. to another church, and to 
‘alterations in the work they do. _ 


Any person who enters upon church office must take a solemn oath of 
‘allegiance to the Polish People's Hepublic; this oath must be taken at the 
Office for Religious Affairs or made to the President of the "Woivod" National 
Council, Finally the law decrees that persons working for the Church whose 
‘activities are contrary to the law and to public order, or who may support, 
‘condone or cover such activities, will be removed from their office by the 


‘Church authorities or at the request of the State, The law makes no mention 
‘of difference in the treatment of the confessions. E.P.S. Geneva 
ROUMANIA The Hungarian Reformed Church 


The "Hungarian Church News Service" (Budapest, February 15, 1953) 
publishes the following details from a report given by Bishop Janos Vasarhelyi, 
of the Reformed diocese of Kolozsvar, in Roumania, 


: The first Protestant Churches to be restored in HKoumania were the 
church of Dés (built in 1450), the church of Szek (built in 1280) and the ol 
church of Szekelykovesd, Several historic churches dating from the 14th to 17th 
/centuries have been partially renovated,with the help of neighbouring Churches. 


|In the Maros "Seniorat" fourteen churches were renovated during one year. 


| Pastors are trained at Kolozsvar, which has a theological college 
'with the rank of a university. The Dean is Professor Jozsef Nagy. bishop Janos 
Vasarhelyi declared that "the college carries on its work in full consciousness 
lof its calling and fulfils the hopes placed upon it". 


| Last term lectures were given cn the Bible, each Book being dealt 
'with in turn, A theological study group has also been formed, which is prepar- 
}ing a new edition of the Old and New Testaments. 

| 


| 
| 


The theological instruction is based on the principle that one*s own 
confession must be interpreted in the light of the Bible, which is therefore 
| given the most important place. Morecver everyone who is training for the 
| ministry must be able to conduct the choral work of his church, "Congregation- 
al singing has become an important subject for study and is now one of the 
| subjects in which students must pass an examination". 


During the last few years many pastors have attended conferences for 
ministers an? continuation courses, organised by one Reformed and one lutheran 
theologian, The new liturgy of the Church has been published in book form, It 
‘is to be followed by a volume of sermons by Bishop Vasarhelyi, "The Fruits of 
| the Spirit", containing sermons for every Sunday and holy day of the year. 


At the general assembly of his diocese at Kolozsvar, the Bishop 
ordained 2; new pastors. E.P.S Geneva 
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CABIBBEAN AREA Issues Facing Bible Society Work 


The American Bible Society is holding a conference for its secretaries 
working in the Caribbean area, from March 1 to 15, at Cristobal, Panama Canal 
zone, Dr A.M, Chirgwin, Research Secretary of the United Bible Societies, has 
left Geneva in order to attend the conference. 


In addition to questions concerning administration and the sale and 
distribution of the Scriptures, the conference will take up the wider issues 
with which such work is faced at the present time, "The Bible Society is part 
of a world-wide missionary movement", writes the conference secretary. "That 
movement is now undergoing a very penetrating self-examination. Its policy, 
strategy and technique are being re-studied in the light of political, social 
and economic developments around the world, as well as in the light of the 
growth of the Christian Church in what has been called tthe mission lands', It 
is our intention to consider very carefully the place of the Bible Society in 
the total missionary programme of this 'new day’, " The conference in Cristo- 
bal will particularly relate its considerations of the "missionary task" of the 
Bible Societies to the findings of the Willingen Conference of the Internation- 
al Missionary Council, which have become the focal point for the thinking and 
‘ planning of future missionary work (see EPS No. 30, 1952). 


Dr Chirgwin will take the opportunity while in that part of the 
world of visiting Bible Society work in Brazil, Mexico, California and New York. 


E.PeS-Geneva 
AUSTRIA Youny Foreign Ouretes Needed 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Austria recently made it known 
that, owing to the lack of Austrian candidates for the ministry, it was prepar- 
ed to take pastors from abroad, Three Danish pastors immediately applied to go 
to Austria, Offers were also received from France, Switzerland, Holland and 
Germany, from pastors who wish to work in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Austria. 


The Austrian church leaders were mest grateful for this helpful 
ecumenical attitude, but insisted that they needed young curates as pastors! 
assistant. 


In order to become a pastor in Austria, one must be an Austrian 
citizen. Moreover, the Evangelical lutheran Church in Austria has only four 
vacancies for pastors, for which nine eligible Austrian pastors’ assistants 
have applied. There are also fifteen refugee clergy living in Austria who can 
apply to become pastors there, There is therefore no lack of pastors; but 
young, unmarried pastors’ assistants are needed, who will work with an Austrian 
pastor and help him to look after his large parish, There are not enough of 
these in iAustr.a at present, That is why the Austrian Church has appealed 
for pastors! assistants from abroad. B.eP.S.Geneva 


| 
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Fraternal Workers at Bossey 


Seventy-five "Fraternal Workers" from ten countries have come together for the 
‘6th Annual Retreat of Fratemal Workers and International Field Staff of liember 
Churches and official agencies of the World Council of Chuxches. The retreat was held 
at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey from February 20-27, 


The Fraternal Workers are commissioned by their own Churches to do a specific 
job at the request and in the framework of anothex Church and confession, Comnunions 
represented at the retreat included Anglican, Baptist, Congregationalist, Disciples 
of Christ, Episcopal, Lutheran, Memmonite, Orthodox, Presbyterian (Reformed). The 
Workers are engaged in Refugee work, theological Geaching, religious education and 
catechetical training, student work, social welfare and institutional work, youth 
work, agricultural rehabilitation, parish work. 


Professor Henri d'Espine, of the Theological Faculty of the University of 
Geneva, directed the opening worship service. 


Discussion leaders included: Bishop Hanns Lilje, President of the Lutheran 
World Federation; Mr. Uwe Kitzinger, of the Council for Europe; Dr W.A. Visser i): 
Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches; Pastor Christian Berg, 
Director of the Hilfswerk of the German Evangelical Church; and Staff members of 
the World Council of Churches. 


Topics of study included: "Korea and the Far Bast" (Elfan Rees); "West 
European Unity" (Uwe Kitzinger); ‘Our Heritage in the Ecumenical lioveient" (Bishop 
Stephen Neill); "East Europe" (Christian Berg); "Problems of Inter—Communion and 
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Ecumenical Fellowship" (Hans H. Harms); "Christian Representation of the United 
Nations" (Elfan Rees); "The Hope of the Church" (W.A. Visser 't Hooft); "What | 
Asian Christians think" (Paul Abrecht); "Changing Church Life and Structure" 
(Bishop Hanns Lilje); ‘What American Christians think" (Madeleine Barot); "The 
World Council of Churches, Recent Developments and a Look Ahead" (Robert C. Mackie). 


BePeSe Geneva 


AUSTRALIA Annual Meeting of the Australian Council 
for the WCC 


(Gilbulla) On February 9, 1953, sixty church leaders from all Australian states 
met at Gilbulla for the annual BSE aE of the Australian Council for the World 
Council of Churches, * 


Addressing the opening session, the Council's President, the Rev. Dr Ge. 
Calvert Barber (President—General of the Methodist Church in Australia), said 
that there had been a®markable growth during the last year in awareness of the 
need for Christian unity in Australia. 


The meeting made far-reaching alterations in the Council's constitution to 
provide for the development and extension of its organisation through all states 
of the Commonwealth. The Council now has thirty branches throughout Australia. 
State Committees of the Council are being encouraged to enlist members of the 
World Council of Churches Fellowship, an Australiaswide organisation by which 
individual church members can take part in the ecumenical movement and foster 
co-operation between the Churches. 


Christian Unity Work 


The Reve Cell. Stolz, representing the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Australia as an observer, said that the Lutheran Churches, which is not a member 
of the Council, was very much in favour of a closer study of the differences in 
doctrine of the Churchese 


The Council decided in the light of this discussion, to continue the work of its 
Faith and Order Commission, which provides a meeting place for theolocical professors 
and scholars of nine different Australian Churches. 


Immigration : 


The Council's Commission on Immigration and its two Resettlement Officers have 
been working throughout the year assisting newcomers to Australia. 


The Council urged that in the determination of future quotas of migration the 
Federal Government should give serious consideration to the urgent needs of refugees 
of Suropean origin who have not been assimilated into the countries in which they 
find themselves; that the Commission on Immigration should examine the news of 

the Anglo-India community still resident in India with a view to their being wel- 
comed to Australia and to take the necessary steps to secure Ege a. roval of the 
Government of Australia, 


% (The traditions represented in the Council are the Church of England, Congregational, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Churches of Christ, Salvation Amy, Society of Fronds). 


* : 
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Message to the Churches 


In a message of greetings to its member Churches the Australian Council for 
the WCC declared that in this annual meeting, “we have set before us the needs of 
men. We have heard of the heartrending plight of some of the 75,000,000 men, 
women and children in Burope and Asia without homes, needing love and help and 
brotherhood. We have heard of the hundreds of millions to the north of Australia, 
groping their way to freedom and nationalhood and needing so decply the f:iend- 
ship of Christians and the truth of Christianity. 


"Ye have had before us the fact of war and the threats of war, the world divided 
into armed camps, needing righteousness, the lifting of fear and ,uidance into the 
way of justice and peace. We have received with deep satisfaction the report of 
the work being done for peace by the Commission of the Unurcshes on International 
Affairs « » 6 ; 


"The needs of today, unless we shut our eyes and hearts, are deep, distressing 
and disturbing and call us to a renewed sense of God expressed by real faith, 
constant prayer and regular worsitip. The needs of men called fron Jesus Christ 
an utter self-giving- ovsn to deathe 


"The needs of today call us to a like self-dedication, a much greater sympathy 
and consideration for our fellows, a much more generous giving both for the hungry 
in body and the thirsty in soul — gifts more systematic and larger than before 
for interchurch aid and for missions, and above all, lives which seek God's 
righteousness, which alone in individuals and nations can be the basis of peace. 


"Tn the wilderness of world amxieties we pray that God may draw us to Himself 


and send us out in His love to accomplish His will." HoePeSe Geneva 
UNITED STATES Chapel in the Vapitol? 


‘(ashington DeCs) New resolutions to establish a chapel for meditation and prayer 
in the United States Capitol building have been introduced in the Nouse and Senate. 
In a joint state vent the legislators said they had received much encouragement 
from members of Congress and interest and support has developed throughout the 
country to an extent that they are hopeful the proposal will be approved. 


The chapel would be furnished with the utmost simplicity. It would not be 
available for formal worship services, but would be reserved for the exclusive 
use of Congressmen who desire to have a quiet placé where they can meditate and 
prey o 


"Tt would also have value", the sponsors said, "in symbolising the principles 
of freedom of worship and religious unity which are expounded in the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution". EePeS, Geneva 


‘The Biblical Doctrine of Work! 
The SCM Press, London, published for the Study Departiient of the World Council 


of Churches as the first of the series “Ecumenical Biblical Studies", "The Biblical 
Doctrine of Work", by Canon Alan Richardson, SOpp,, 5 /-d. E.P.S. Geneva 


pe 
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JAPAN Death of Christian Educator 


(Tokyo) Miss Michi Kawai, pioneer Christian educator and one of the leaders in 
the movement for a united Protestantism in Japan, died in Tekyo at the age of 75. 
Miss Kawai was also one of the organisers of the YWCA in Japan and its first fulle 
time general secretary, a post which she held until 1925, 


Born into the family of a Shinto priest, Miss Kawai was converted to Christia= 
nity through a Christian uucle. In 1929 she founded the Keisen Jogakuen, a Christian 
giris' school, Starting with an enrollment of nine pupils, the school has grown 
into one of the most influential of the Christian high schools and junior colleges 
for women in Japan. She was also one of the original founders of the Japan 
International Christian University. 


During the 1930's, Miss Kawai turned her major efforts towards promoting the 
United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), which was formally organised in 1941. 


Her best known books ~ which have been translated into several languages — 
are "My Lantern" and "Sliding Doors", biogysnhies of her life which tell the story 


of her conversion to Christianity. EePeSe Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Proposed Law Governing the Status of 


Religious Communities — 


A proposed law governing the status of religious communities in Yugoslavia has 
geen published and explained in the official journal "Politica", (February 12,1953) 
appearing in Belgrade. The Churches have the opportunity of expressing their 
jesires for changes in this law before it is submitted to a popular vote. - Certain 
mendments have so far been proposed by several churches, 


We produce several essential passages of this proposed law: 


"1. The citizens of the Yugoslav People's Republic enjoy freedon of conscience 
and may celebrate any type of worship. . ». All cults and religious communities 
snjoy the same rights o o o 


_ "4. In order to insure freedom of conscience for all citizens, teaching in 
she schools is secular and based solely on freedom of thought and the discoveries 
of science. Religious education is forbidden in the schools, as well as any 
Preaching expressing religious concepts or convictions. Religious education is 
bemmitted only in churches; it may be given without previous authorization »o o o 


_ "6, Religious communities have no right to influence any citizen a) to 
become a member of a religious community: b) to remain a member; c) to withdraw 
from membershid o o o 


"13. Heads of religious comaunities, members of the clergy, employees and 
professors of theological instituiions must possess Yugosiav nationality, unless they 
have obtained the special consent of the Federal Executive Council or the 
People's Government. 


"18... Minors are allowed to be baptized and receive communion only by the 


express consent of the parents or guardians; if the child is able to express 
Mis desire, his consent is also required « » ; 
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"23, Religious teaching, catechetical instruction, etc., is authorized only 
in churches and relicious buildings. It is forbidden in private houses." The draft 
law would also permit the establishment of religious schools but require that they 
be under the surveillance of civil authorities. E.P.S.Geneva 

Commission on the Christian Responsibility 
for European Co-operation 


The Ecumenical Commission for European Co-operation, which is an independent 
group of laymen interested in the problems of European co-operation, met in Paris 
(see EPS No. 43, 1952) on February 28th and March Ist, to study recent developments 
in the European situation and to discuss their significance in relation to their 

Christian responsibility. The following members of the Commission were present: 
‘Professor André Philip (France, Chairman), Dr. CeL, Patijn (Holland, Vice-Chairman), 
Monsieur P. Mahillon and Monsieur Jean Rey Belgium), Dr. H. Ehlers, Dro Go Heine- 
mann, Dr. W. Bauer and Ministerprdsident li. Kopf (Germany); Professor Ki. Rollier 
(Italy); Dr. M. Kohnstamm (Holland); Mr. J. Dickson (Sweden). 


A group of leading churchmen had been invited: Pastor Marc Boegner, Pastor 
Pierre Maury and Pastor P. Conord (France), Dr. R. von Thadden and Dr. V. Herntrich 
(Germany), Dr. E, Emmen and lr. N.O. Steenbeek (Holland), Bishop Berezcky and 
Bishop J. Peter (Hungary), H.W. Waddams (Great Britain). 


The other guests included Dr. eA. Visser 'tHooft, Dr. N. Ehrenstrom and 
Dr. H.eti.e Harms (Geneva), Mr. Elfan Rees (Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs), Monsieur Philippe Maury (WSCF), Mr. Paul Porter (UeS.Ac) 
and lir. Kenneth Johnstone (Great Britain). 


The discussions centred around the development of European intepration 3 Se 

‘in the sphere of coal and steel; (2) in connection with defence, and (3) in 
connection with projects concerning a political community. Attention was drawn 
particularly to the relations between Europe and the U.S.A. and between Western 
and Eastern Europe. The Commission also discussed the attitude of youth with 
regard to the union of Europe and its significance. After a frank discussion, during 
which different points of view were expressed in a spirit of understanding and 
Christian freedom, the Commission decided to follow closely Ne development of 

these problems; in this connection it is planned to hold another meeting in London. 
A bulletin entitled "European Problems" will pursue the studies further and examine 
the different points of view. 


In order to make it quite clear that the Commission is not an official body 
of the Churches nor of the ecumenical movement, it decided to change its name 
to "Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Co-operation". 


er. = 


The first number of the bulletin "European Issues", published by the Committee, 
appeared recently. Copies may be obtained from: European Issues, case postale, 


Geneva 17. EHePeS.s Geneva 
Gane ANY Pastor arrested after Church Service 


(Berlin) After the service in the Marienkirche in the Eastern Sector of Berlin, 

Pastor Reinhold George was arrested by the state police. Pastor George has been 
working in this church since 1948, After the service he intended to go on to his 

youth group in the Heinrich Griiber House, but was arrested on his way theres No 


a 
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details are known concerning the reasons for his arrest, 


The Marienkirche is the church in which Bishop Dibelius preaches. 
} Eiekeoe Geneva 


| GERMANY New Methodist Bishop 


(Frankfurt/Main) At the central conference of Methodist Churches, attended by 

60 representatives of German and foreign Methodist Churches, presided over by 
Bishop Moore (U.S,A.), Dr Fr. Wunderlich (Frankfurt/Main) Director of the Preachers! 
Seminar of the lethodist Church in Germany, was unanimously elected Bishop of the 
Methodist Church in Germany. He replaces the late Bishop JeW. Ernst Sommer, 

; In his opening address the President, Bishop Moore, pointed out that he was 
Speaking not only on behalf of American Methodism but also on behalf of the ethodist 
Churches of 63 different countries. Pastor Martin Nieméller (Kirchenprdsident) 
described himself in his address as a "friend of the Methodists" whom he had learnt 
to appreciate not only in Germany but also during his ecumenical travels. He 
reminded the conference of the good co-operation with the late Bishop So mer, with 
whom he had organised the "Arbeitsgemeinschaft" of Christian churches in Germany. 

HeP.Se Geneva 


UNITED STATES Cooperative Venture in new Mining Area 
(UNITED STATES wooperavive Venture in new Mining Area 


Nine Protestant denominations (Methodist, Presbyterian UsSeAo, Congregational 
Christian, Protestant Episcopal, American Baptist, Evangelical ‘aid Rafomed, 
Ercugcli¢ak United Brothren, Disciples of Christ and American Friends )working through 
the iiimnesdta Couneil of Churches have. begun a wyited religious ministry to the area 
of growing iron ore operations. 

A team of five ministers moves into the towns of Babbitt and Beaver Bay every 
Sunday to provide church services for the new workers employed in this fast developing 
areas 


Member Churches of the Council will finance the programme until the taconite 
communities are able to support their own churches 5 


With the aid of a staff member of the Minnesota Council of Churches, a united 


Protestant church school has been organised at Babbitt. Ee PA. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Protest against Segregation 


(New York) Dean James A, Pike, of the Protestant Episcopal Cathedral of St John 

she Divine, has declined an honorary Ductor of Divinity degree from the University 
2 the South (Sewanee) because of that institution's racial segregation policy. He 
ilso has withdrawn as baccalaureate preacher for Sewanee's commencement next June. 


The University of the South, owned by 22 Protestant Episcopal dioceses in ten 
outhern States, has been under oxiticism since last Spring when its board of 
Tustees rejected a recommendation to admit Negro students to its School of Theology. 
ater, eight faculty members, including its dean, resigned their academic positions 
nh protest against the ban (see EPS Nos 46, 1952). 


Recently, Sewanee's board of regents announced the appointment of a new dean 
nd four other replacements for the group that resigned. 

3 

d 


Dr Pike said that he had reached his decision when the appointment of the new 
eology faculty was made public and when he learned that a special February meeting, 
quested by a group of Southern bishops who had hoped for a solution of the problem, 
uld not be held. Instead, a board of trustees committee will report its findings 


June» 
Dr Fike expressed impatience with any legal justification of Sewanee'!s segregation 
. When civil laws conflict with Christian ehtics, he said, their constitutionality 


iuld be challenged or their repeal sought. If these two approaches fail, then 
lisobey the law'',. 


_ "The Church has never regarded the civil law as the final norm for the Christian 
mscience", he said. The Church has often been healthiest when it was illegal. To 


llow the Apostles and martyrs in this way would be very appropriate for a Church which 
kes much of apostolic successions 

"There is really very little danger that the administration and faculty would find 
Self in prisons but the picture of the theological faculty behind bars, instructing 
@ students gathered on the lawn around the county jail, is one which vould inspire 

‘to realise that the Church is not meant to 'conform to this world', and could attract 
E- now indifferent people to a Church which often all too easily blends with its 


rroundings". EePsS. Geneva 
BAT BRITAIN Anglican Gift for Monte Cassino 


F Shortly after the destruction of the Monastery at Monte Cassino (Italy) in the 
ing of 1944 the Dean and Chapter of Winchester approached the authorities at 

tore and Cambridge which had Benedictine associations in the Middle Ages, inviting 
#m to subscribe, in grateful memory of what the Order had done for them in the past, 
Wards the restoration of the Library of the Mother House at iionte Cassino. The 


sponse from all the bodies which were approached was prompt and generous.. In all, 
tr £ 1,000 was subscribed, 


_ For mayyears the transfer of the gift, whether in cash or in kind, was impossible. 
+ now the despatch of certain standnzd series of classical and historical books much 
ded by the Library has been granteds Hach volume carries a handsome book~plate with 
zatin inscription deseribing the nature and purpose of the gift. The first consignment 
already on its Way. : EoPoSe Geneva 


IAT BRITAIN = Archbishop Honoured 


The freedom of the borough of Canterbury was conferred upon the Archbishop of 
Werbury, the Rt Revs Dr Geoffrey Fe Fisher. Dr Fisher, who was praised by the 

‘or for his leadership and fine eXanple, spoke of the close association between secular 
religious institutions of the nation and said the State was turning more eagerly 

ry day to the Church, ! EoP.S» Geneva 
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On February 26th-28th the Lutheran World Federation Headquarters in Geneva 
for the first time received a visit from the Rt.Rev. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover, 
cin his new capacity of IWF President. A reception given on this occasion in the 

MCA buildings of Geneva was attended by representatives of Christian and secular 
Bi ernati onal organisations, of the authorities of the city of Geneva and of the 
Republic of Geneva, as well as by the consuls of the Protestant powers, 


On the occasion of Bishop Lilje's visit a reception was also givon for Dr 

Hermann Ullmann who has recently retires as editor of "Lutherische eae ee it 
lary messages of appreciation of his services from leaders of State and Church 
were read. E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN 1,750,000 Scriptures Distributed in 1952 
More than 1,750,000 Scriptures were distributed in 1952 by the Japan Bible 

Society, ethcine to 12,883,023 the total of Scriptures issued by the Society 
“Since the end of the war. 

q One of the Society's most successful activities during the past year was the 
‘distribution of Bibles to Koreans on Tsushima Island on tc west cost.of Japan, These 
Koreans had been deported from Japan as undesirable but they were refused permission 
a the Korean government to re~enter their native country. 

{ The success of this campaign has led the Japan Bible Society to undertake a 

‘drive, in co-operation with Korean Churches in Tokyo, to provide Koreans throughout 


Beran with Bibles. - E.P.oe Geneva 
INDIA Christian Literature Service Council 


An appeal was issued by the Christian Literature Agencies constituting the 
Service Council of the NCC in India at their annual meeting in Nagpur on January 
15th and 16th. The Service Council consists of repres mbatives of over thirty 
Christian publishing Agencies in India.: 
The appeal urges upon all interested "the importance and significance of the 
Provision of Christian literature in the rapidly developing situation in India". 
uterature service is also an evangelistic method; it has become a spearhead of the 
‘proclanation of the Gospel. The appeal urges upon Church Councils and other area 
“committees in India, and upon Mission Boards overseas, to include in their deliberations 
discussions of ways and means of increasing and improving the contribution of Christian 
Publishing agencies, as well as of co-ordinating literature programmes, wherever 
Bess ble with a view to better distribution, wiser planning and effective Christian 
WLENESS o 


is The Council heard with approval an encouraging report of the steady progress made 

b the newly started Department of Journalism in Hislop College, Nagpur (see EPS 

ioe 29,1952) Dr Wolseley, Head of this Department, is a Visiting Professor from 
syracuse University on a Fulbright grant, and is assisted by Rev. H. Bhrensperger of 

Pic Methodist Episcopal Churche The school has currently over 40 students, 12 of them 

being Indian Christians, who are all expecting to enter various types of service in 

the field of journalism, at the end of their course, especially in the production of 
‘literature for the neo—literate and for purpose of social education. E,P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Church Leaders on Central Africa Federation 
oe a ae et ONUPaAl Airica rederavion 


The Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher), the Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland (Dr G.F. Jeffrey) and the 
Moderator of the Free Church Federal Council (the Rev. S. Maurice Watts) were 
the joint signatories of an open letter to the editor of "The Times" on the 
question of Central Africa Federation, The letter includes the following passages: 


"The scheme must be judged by whether or not it may be expected to 
promote the growth of mutual trust and good will between the racial groups living 
in Central Africa, on which alone a genuine multi-racial society can be built... 


"We believe that the federal scheme could be so operated by men of 
good will as to hold out real hope for the economic advance, the political stab- 
ility, and the healthy co-operation of all races, But the confidence of Africans 
must be secured if federation is to work out successfully... There seems to us, 
therefore, to be an urgent need, before federation is inaugurated, for imaginative 
action promoted by trust and understanding, to demonstrate to Africans that the 
intention behind the federal scheme is to provide the necessary political and 
economic framework within which all races can progress in effective co-operation. 
Nothing could so effectively demonstrate this intention as the removal of some 
discriminatory legislation and of some day-to-day practices which destroy racial 
harmony. The widespread fears of Africans will not be removed by constitutional 
Safeguards alone, but rather by good will made effective in action..." 


E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES © | World Council American Group Changes Name 


A change in the name of the body in which the U.S.A. member Churches 
of the World Council of Churches cooperate was approved by its executive committee 
at a meeting in February 1953. The new name is the United States Conference for 
the World Council of Churches, The organisation previously was known as the 
Conference of U.S.A. iilember C 
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Latest Developments in the Preparations of a History 
of the Ecumenical Movement 1517-1948 


The concluding section of the text of the Ecumenical History was 
dispatched from the Geneva office to the publisher on March 7. This makes it 
probable that, apart from unexpected contingencies, the publication of the 
book may be expected before the end of 1953, the date tentatively fixed by the 
publisher being November 30, A volume of about 800 pages will give the con- 
spectus of ecumenical activity and ecumenical movements from the Reformation 
to the present days; in outline up to 1910 and with increasing detail for the 
period 1910-1948. The volume includes also an introduction on the problem of 
division and the search for unity from the New Testament till the Reformation, 
It will be published by the S.P.C.K., London, at the price of 30/-. 

E.P.5 Geneva 


"Christian Strategy for Africa" 


(New York):~ Following his recent four-week circuit of Africa, which 
took him to the major countries and key centres of that continent, Dr Henry P, 
Van Dusen, President of Union Theological Seminary in New York and Chairman of 
the World Council of Churches' Study Department, has reported on "A Christian 
Strategy for Africa", "At the very heart of the complex of changes and issues 
in Africa", he stated,,"stand the Christian Churches and missions... The 
question is not simply whether Africans are capable of full responsibility. 
Governments are increasingly welcoming them to leadership; can the Church lag 
behind and retain their support? Clearly, the next ideal step is 'partnership' 
of missionaries and Africans; but how, with fidelity to the realities. of the 
Situation?" 


Dr Van Dusen went on to say that "the problems of the Younger 
Churches are more and more analogous to those with which we in the Older 
Churches are struggling. And, for this reason, the plotting of the course in- 
to the future rests increasingly with younger missionaries who have known no 
"golden age’ of missionary pioneering, and who are of the same generation as 
the African youth and therefore comprehend from within the impulses which drive 
them and the dilemnas which baffle them. 


"As a matter of fact, I come more and more to feel that here is the 
greatest single issue for missionary policy all over the world in the days 
ahead, The old watchword 'The evangelisation of the world in this generation! 
no longer speaks convincingly to this generation; although, paradoxically, the 
formal fulfilment of that goal has become, through radio, etc., technically 
possible. But evangelisation of the world is very different from conversion 
of the world... 


Mhat is true for each area is, in some sense, even more needed for 
the World Mission as a whole. The aay when consultstion, comity and co-opera- 
tion defined the maximum specifications of Christian missionary unity has 
passec. This day presses for a united global strategy, though always without 
cCoercionof sacrifice of essential independence of decision and action," 
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Dr Van Dusen expressed his conviction that "almost all the gravest 
weaknesses of the Churches appear in aggravated form in their theological educa-. 
tion... Prevailingly, the theological curriculum is at an elementary intellect- | 
ual and scholarly level, while government and mission colleges educate increas- Hi 
ing numbers of Christian laity to far loftier education standards", He con- | 
cluded that "for all these weaknesses, there is only one possible cure - i 
pooling of all too meager resources to create at least one respectable inter- i] 
denominational theological school in each major area... What is implied is 
interdenominationl theological institutions, perhaps better denominated 'United 
Theological Schools', such as exist in Tokyo and Kyoto and Manila and Silliman 
and Singapore and Bangalore and prevailing throughout India and at Beirut... 
Throughout Africa, theological education is prevailingy pitiably weak. How can 
the Churches hope to hold an enlightened membership, or commend Christian faith 
to an increasingly educated generation, or present a message worthy of the God 
of all Truth, through such inadeqmate instruments?" E.P.S. Geneva - 


United Bible Societies : Expressions of Christian 


Fellowship 
_ The decision taken by the Netherlands Bible Society to give a new 

Bible to each victim of the floods in Holland who lost his own in the calamity 
has met with a wide response in the Netherlands as well as among the member 
Societies of the United Bible Societies, Considerable sums of money have been 
sent or promised from various parts of the world in support of this scheme, 

and it seems now that it will even be possible to proceed with donations to 
Churches and Sunday Schools which as a result of the devastation lost all th 
Seriptures they had in the pews or for religious instruction, 


The spirit of fellowship and co-operation among the Bible Societies’ 
is also being manifested in the action taken to supply the refugees pouring. 
into Berlin from Eastern Germany with copies of the Scriptures, In response 
to reports. made by M, Olivier Béguin, General Secretary of the United Bible 
Societies, following his recent visit to Berlin and Bavaria, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society voted a gift of 10,000 Bibles and 10,000 New Testaments 
in German to be forwarded immediately to Germany, Other Societies are also 
considering taking action. The Danish Bible Society was the first foreign 


Society to respond, with a gift of German New Testaments. E.P.S. Geneva 
CARIBBEAN AREA Christian Education 


_ Dr Erich F, Voehringer, Associate Secretary of the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School Association in New York, recently visited 
the Caribbean area to consult with leaders about programmes of Christian educa- 
tion, .In Trinidad he joined the executive committee of the Sunday School 
Association of the island in making preliminary plans for a Christian education 
leadership institute in 1954 for the British west Indies and British Guiana, 

| : E.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Anglican Bishop Welcomes Free Church Congress 
A warm welcome is tc be given to the Free Church Federal Council 


Annual Congress, when it mests at Manchester from March 17-19, says the Bishop 
of Manchester, Dr W.D.L. Greer. 
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Writing of the Congress in his diocesan bulletin the Bishop says: | 
"I would wish in the name of the Church of England to welcome very cordially 
the Congress to our city and to express the hope that its deliberations may in- 
crease the understanding betwdéen our several Churches, 


"We are all at times disheartened by the slow progress towards Christ- 
ian reunion in this country, but a recent reading of visitation charges of my Hil 
great predecessor, Bishop Fraser, gives me new heart when I reflect how entire- | 
ly the atmosphere has changed in the last eighty years, The bitterness and re- © Ml 
crimination which he so deplored has given place to co-operation and mutual . 
trust. The time is opportune for a fresh advance towards the goal = not of 


uniformity - but of visible unity", E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES "Spiritual Dynamics for Peace and Justice" 


(Washington D,C.):- Dr 0, Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commis- 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs, spoke on "Spiritual Dynamics for 
Peace and Justice" before a conference on United States responsibility for 
world leadership in 1953, in Washington, on March lst. 


Describing the objective to which, in his opinion, the people of the 
United States are "unwaveringly committed", he said, "we seek a world situation 
where the problems which will continue to arise from conflicting national in- 
terests can be resolved without recourse to war, and where the changes in human 
society which will continue te be needed can be brought about by constructive 
and co-operative action, War with Russia can be avoided and it must be avoided 
without compromise of basic convictions, In this connection, I was impressed 
(on returning from six weeks overseas) by what seemed to be a healthier and 
more widespread support for the United Nations as the instrument by which this 
objective can be promoted, The opponents of the United Nations, while still 
vocal in their criticism, were more clearly known to be disproportionately 
small in number and not truly representative of the popular mind", 


Admitting that quite possibly co-existence was all that could be ex~ 
pected between the present forces of the divided world, Dr Nolde went on to 
suggest six conditions which seemed to him "prerequisites for reconciliation of 
differences between the Soviet Union and the United States: 


"1. When Soviet Russia and the non-Communist world recognise and de-~ 
fine, both as to source and as to manifestation, enough common enemies — such 
as disease, food scarcity, land abuse, technical under=-development, and the 
like - to ensure that co-operation will be of greater mutual advantage than 
conflict. 


"2. When a plan for the international control of major weapons of 
destruction has been adopted - agreed to unanimously, and providing for con- 
tinuing and trustworthy inspection = thus permitting the reduction of national 
and regional armaments in proportion to the progress by which the plan or 
elements of it sre put into effect, 


"3. When ‘iron curtains! have lifted sufficiently to enable people of 


Soviet countries to meet normally and freely with people of non-Soviet coun- 


Hi 


i 
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tries ~ both on Soviet territory and in non-Soviet lands - thus permitting the 
free exchange of ideas at the level of non-governmental relations, HI 


"4, When there is clear evidence that Soviet policy will allow people | 
in other countries, including especially those now under Soviet control, to , 
choose their governments and officials by free elections - where the right of 
secret ballot can be exercised to reflect personal decision and without fear 
of recrimination - thus permitting necessary changes by peaceful means, rather 
than by qoecion and revolution. 


"5. When there is an evident disposition, supported by enough actual 
cases, to justify the conclusion that Russia really wants to settle, as con- 
clusively as possible, specific situations of international strain, rather 
than to block settlements by interminable delay and to postpone them until a 
‘fait accompli' or a certain prospect thereof leaves no alternative, 


"6, When the gap between differing conceptions of human rights - the 
one that human rights are determined by society ss embodied in the state, and 
the other that human rights are inalienable by virtue of man's nature and 
destiny - is sufficiently bridged to provide a working basis in the conception 


of ‘individual freedom with social responsibility'..." E.P.S. Geneva 
THE NETHERLANDS Qld Catholic Church's Pastoral 
PEUNMEN Pen ORR ee letter 


On March 4, 1953 the Roman Catholic Church in the Natherlands cele- 
brated the centenary of the establishment of a Roman Catholic Archbishopric at 
Utrecht and a Bishopric at Haarlem, In connection with this celebration the 
Old Catholic Church of the Netherlands issued a Pastoral Letter which was read 
from the pulpit on Sunday March 1, 1953. 


This Letter, signed by the Archbishop of Utrecht and the Bishops of 
Haarlem and Deventer, recalls that "the hierarchy of our Church has existed 
without interruption since the days of St Willibord"(d. 738) and that it was 
only "in the 18th century that the Roman Church started to deny this apostolic 
succession", Therefore the Old Catholic Church considers itself "the one 
Catholic national Church" of the Netherlands. 


"This shall not, be a renovation of a once delivered protest", the 
Letter reads, “Our Church... is a protest in itself". We look back on the 
date of March 4, 1853 "with thankfulness to God" for without this event, 


"Never would our Church have been able to help the Catholics who, after 
1870, without being Homan, desired to remain in the Church. 


"Never would our reunion with the Churches of the Anglican Communion 
have become an established and beneficial fact. 


"Never would our friendship with the Orthodox of the East have been 
revived and nor would it have endured until today. ur hope for an approach- 
ing reunion with those sister Churches would have been idle... 
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"Never would our faithful have had the influence upon ecclesiastical 
affairs they now possess... Never could priests have exercised their natural HT 
right to a blessed matrimonial life, 


"Never would we have escaped from our isolation, from which we were H 


in danger of dying... Hi 


"And now that we stand shoulder to shoulder with the millions of: ; | 
Christians who see in the ecumenical fact the ideal of the one true only cathol- 
ic and apostolic Church, we may say with deep gratitude to God: God, Father, 

Lord of heaven and of earth, we thank Thee that we have arrived at this hour. 
For the freedom to which Thou hast called us and for which in’ the Roman Church 
hundreds of bishops and priests and laymen envy us, we thank Thee...!! 


The Pastoral Letter ends with a call to the faithful to new devotion 


and consecration, E.eP.S. Geneva 
NORWAY ‘ Pastors Needed 


There is only one pastor for every 3,400 Norwegiars in rural areas, 
one pastor for every 5,400 city dwellers, and not more than one pastor for 
every 5,600 inhabitants in the four large cities of Norway, according to the 
Year Book of the Church of Norway (Lutheran), published in Oslo. 


The Year Book points out that the total population of Norway has in- 
creased 40% since 1900, but the total of pastors increased only 15%, This . 
means that in the whole country there is an average of 3,500 people to be cared 


for by each pastor, compared to one pastor for every 2,200 inhabitants in 


neighbouring Denmark. BeP.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND "Ecumenical Discussion Today"! 


If fifty years ago "the separated Churches followed a policy of isol- 
ationism", it is evident today that they now are willing to recognise unifying 
factors", | 


This "preliminary result" of the effort towards church union was the 
starting point of a speech given by Bishop Eivind Berggrav, Primate of the 
Church of Norway (Lutheran). and one of the six Presidents of the World Council 


of Churches, on March 3 in the Great Hall of the Swiss Broadcasting Company in 


Berne, on "Ecumenical Discussion Today", — 


"What will be the effect of this change for the world in general" 
asked this well known Scandinavian pioneer cf Christian unity. "Although the 
achievement of unity cannot be seen even in the remote future... the various 
Churches show elements of conviction, which cannot be without influence in the 
life of nations", This latent potential for peace, which through the fault of 
the Churches has not been fully utilised, has played such a role in internation- 
al politics that the ecumenical discussion has become of general interest, 


"Since the Roman Catholic Church has officially disscciated itself from 
these efforts towards union, we may well reply... that it is important for 
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the time being that the other Churchés come to an understanding with each other 
ahd wait till they are réady to ente?# into fitful discussion with the Roman | 
Catholi¢ Church, In passing it might be said "that Rome did not yet seem | 
mature 6nough for this herself", The great thing that had come into being was Hi 
a convergence in the place of divergence. Ecumenicity dominates the world l 
ecclesiastical atmosphere. i 


The ecumenical discussion arising from common missionary experience 
had brought about in the Churches a new awareness of their responsibility in 
the eyes of God for finding an answer, beyond their furidamental denominational 
convictions in the realm of basic truth, i.e, the sear¢th for their essential 
unity. In particular, the Younger Gharenes, growing out of the missionary 
movements, had demanded such a unity, even before the older Christian Chutches 
had realised that this call came from the heart of the Gospel. 


The search for a common factor in the various denominations showed 
that the decisive element for all Churches was their “belief in God, the 
Father, and in Christ,our Saviour", The foundation of ‘the whole wag a single 
Bible, just as Christian baptism was a single baptism, Whenevery dmong the 
separated Churches the name of Christ is uttered, suddenly a stream of unity 
flows through the faithful. This was the death-knell of denominational self- 
complacency, None of the Churches possessed a God-given fullness, but in each 
there was something essential belonging to the wholeness of the Gospel, Thus 
the Churchés learned what denominational humility meant; a happy appreciation 
of the denomination, together with the knowledge that the decisive unity was 
given in God, in Christ. To call this century the century of the Church was 
therefore wrong, because there were indications that there were yet to be 
Christ-—centred centuries. 


At present one could only say: There were many Churches, but only 
one Christ... These Churches still resemble ships pursuing their solitary 
course out on the high seas, exposed to dangers and enemies. They must become 
a convoy. 


Something was at work, A new climate was being created, 'tIn spring 
one cannot know what the summer will be like, The soil is tilled, even though 
spring does not yet seem to promise much, This is the spring time of the 


Gospel and of the Churches", BeP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Theology Professor Disappears 


(Berlin):- Prof, Kurt Aland, lecturer on Church History at the Mar- 
tin-Luther University of Halle in Saale, did not arrive at his destination 
after an official trip on March 2, and has not been seen since, It is assumed 
that he has been arrested, Professor Aland, apart from his activities at 
Halle, also contributed to the work of the Science Academy in the Soviet zone 
and. in addition held the post of lecturer at Humboldt University in Berlin, 

E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY Theological Faculties in Bastern Zone Refute 


Accusations of Progressive Christians 


(Berlin):-— The theological Faculties in the German Democratic Re- 
public issued a statement at the end of February regarding their position vis- 
a-vis the "Central Christian working Group for Peace", an organisation of "pro- 
gressive Christians" in the Soviet Zone. The statement bears the joint 
signatures of the Theological Faculties of Berlin, Greifswald, Halle and Leip- 
zig; three professors also signed on behalf of the Faculty of Jena, Among 
them are Professors Fuchs and Herz from Leipzig who themselves belong to the 
Working Group for Peace", The statement asserted: 


‘In the series of theses called "Theology Today", the "Central Christ- 
ian Working Group for Peace considers the theological faculties and states 
that in 'some universities theology today is in danger of degenerating into a 
function of the hierarchy... and of abandonning the unrestricted academic task 
of studying God's Word and the power with which it works in History' (Thesis 
2). "Theology at the university very often lacked contact with the living 
forces of the present day and was dependent on church authorities. These had, 
to a large extent, made the servant (ancilla) of the Christian community the 
academic secretary of the hierarchy as it were" (Thesis 7). | 


The professors cf the theological Faculties of the Eastern zone con- 
sidered it their duty to reject these accusations as publicly as they had been 
made, Without wishing to enter into a discussion on the other theological 
statements, although these appeared to need critical revision at many points, 
they stated with emphasis that the work of the theological Faculties as de- 
scribed in the above-mentioned theses by the Christian Working Group in no way 
corresponded to the facts. The theological Faculties to which the signers be- 
longed knew that they depended solely on the Word of God, The signers served 
in the search for truth in an unprejudiced way, without loyalties or alien 
influence. They endeavoured to propagate this truth according to their best 
knowledge and capabilities by spoken and written word. In this service they 
knew themselves to be at one with the Church of Christ. In their academic work 
they were not only ready to make use of scientific methods, which might further 
their work, but also to be open to all "living forces of the present day'!, 


‘Eternally valid truth had continually to be sought after and reform- 
ulated, It was therefore impossible to speak of the danger of ‘degenerating 
into a function of the hierarchy' as far as the theological Faculties were con- 
cerned simply because they were not in themselves a part of the Churches con- 
stituted structure but were, like that structure, subordinated to the Congre- 
gatio Sanctorum. The assertion, that the theological Faculties were dependent 
on the church authorities and hac >ecome the academic secretary of the hierarchy 
could only have been made in a complete ignorance of the structure and work of 
the theological Faculties. The fact that such an assertion could be made 
publicly, with no attempt to give proof, was highly deplorable . £E.P.S.Geneva 
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INITED STATES NCC Speaks on Congress Investigations of Communism 


A warning that certain methods of Congressional committees investigating 
yommunism "endanger the very freedom which we seek to preserve", was issued by 

whe National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, The General Board 

ff the National Council adopted this statement by a 69-2 vote after the Rt Rev. 
lenry Knox Sherrill, former president of the Council and Presiding Bishop of the 
*rotestant Episcopal Church, and President John A. ilackay of Princeton University 
mphasised the extreme peril of threats to "the basic right of freedom of thought". 


The statement reads: "As Christian Americans we are dedicated to maintaining 
yhe freedom of all Americans and their institutions. No body of citizens is more 
\lert to the threat of Communist thought and conspiracy both to the Christian faith 
ind to freedom than the Christian Churches, 


"Free ministers in free pulpits, preaching to free people the liberating truth 
£ Christ, are a chief bulwark of American freedom and the best guarantee of its 
future. This freedom must be maintained. Certain methods, however, of Congression— 
\L committees investigating Communist activities in educational institutions en- 
Janger the very freedom which we seek to preserves 


"Congress has the right and duty to make such investigations as may be 
iecessary to secure the information upon which sound legislation may be based. 
ionspirators in any area of life who seek the violent overthrow of the sovernment 
£ the United States should be discovered, tried in American tribunals, and, where 
jound guilty, punished. 
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"No Witness at any investigation should be denied fair and dignified 
treatment, Having sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the | 
truth; he should be perm’.tted the right of an uninterrupted initial statement of | 
reasonable length, since unlimited right of cross-examination by all members of 1] 
the investigating committee is allowed, No committee should circulate on its | 
letterhead, over the signature of its members or employees, unsupported charges | 
against individuals or organisations which it has made no effort to investigate 
or substantiate, 


"The proper and essential function of congressional investigations must 
be preserved, It must be jealously guarded against abuse through methods that are 
now bringing it into disrepute, 


"At this moment when national unity based upon mutual confidence is of 
paramount importance to our security, men in responsible positions must not, 
through unsubstantiated charges and blanket indictments, destroy bonedenee in 
our American schools, colleges and universities, To do this would be to play 
into the hands of the Communists, 


"There should be no encroachment upon the sound American pattern of 
local control of schools, National regimentation, whether of business, of labour, 
or of education, is abhorrent to Americans, No regimentation is more dunagerous 
than that of the mind, The control of our educational institutions, in keeping 
with the American voluntary principle as opposed to statism, is not a function 
of Congressional committees, but is properly vested in boards of trustees and of 
education selected for that purpose. These boards must exercise the responsibil- 
ity of dealing with the occasional sutversive within their institutions. 


"Because of these and allied concerns,we authorise and request the 
President of this Council to appoint a 'Committee on the Maintenance of American 
Freedom!, with instructions to watch developments which threaten the freedom of 
any of our people or their institutions, whether through denying the basic right 
of freedom of thought through Communist infiltration, or wrong methods of meet- 
ing that infiltration, The Committee is requested to make such recommendations 
to the General Board from time to time as the Committee may deem appropriate", 
#.P,35.Geneva 


UNITED STATES interracial Principles Adopted for Meetings and 
. Conventions 


In a statement adopted by the General Board of the National Counsi 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. on March 11, guiding principles for 
future meetings and conventions of the Council were set forth to ensure that no 
racial segregation be permitted in any of the facilities cffered, 


The statement reads in part as followss Acknowledging the spiritual 
and moral obligation of the Churches to practise racial inclusiveness, it is 
appropriate for the National Council to state the following guiding principles 
which will help to assure the fvll participation of all racial groups in its 

meetings and conventions: 
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"1, National and regional meetings of the National Council or any of its units 
shall be held only where there are facilities (in hotels or other places of 
meeting) that are open to all participants without regard to race in accordance 
with the following: 


"a) No segregation of racial groups shall be made in room assignments. 


"b) No discrimination shall be practiced against any participant in 
the use of meeting places, building or hotel entrances, lobbies, 
elevators, dining rooms or other building or hotel services. 


"g) The procedures in making reservations shall be the same for all 
participants. 


"d) When the name of the National Council or that of any of its units 
is used as a sponsoring or co-sponsoring organisation in region- 
al, state or local meetings, the National Council, its units or 
staff, as the case may be, shall make certain that the above 
principle is accepted for all such meetings before agreeing to 
sponsorship or co-sponsorship, 


"e) Where local conditions are such that the National Council does 
not permit its name or that of any of its units to be used as 
sponsors or «=.-sponsors of a meeting, the decision as to whether 
or not staff services shall be rendered in connection with the 
project shall be the responsibility of the unit of the National 
Council involved, 


"2, In the light of the above stated principle it is recommended that 


"a) The National Council shall immediately institute through all of 
its units a nation-wide campaign cf education to make effective 
the above-stated principle, 


"b) The General Board of the National Council appoints an advisory 
committee to counsel in the situation where there is uncertainty 
as to whether local conditions meet the specifications of the 
principle set forth above''. 


Among practical procedures for implementation suggested by the De- 
partment of Racial and Cultural Relations were the following: 


"A local committee shovld participate in making arrangements for con- 
vention or meeting facilities, This committee should be racially inclusive in 
character, 


"Experience shows that racially inclusive meetings can be held in 
many places where it has been assumed that they are not possible, It is well 
to remember that there are places to meet other than hotels. In an effort to 
secure a place where such meetings can be held, a canvass should be made of all 
available meeting places in the commumity - churches, community centres, private 
schools or colleges, etc, 
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"In areas where segregation is enforced by law, it is often difficult 
to have a non~segregated meeting in halls or meeting places controlled by local 
municipalities or counties, However, even though it is necessary to decline 
the use of these facilities if segregation is required, there is educational 
value in making repeated efforts to obtain their use on a non-segregated basis, 


"It is believed that in the present climate of public opinion, an 
increasing number of hotels will be made available for racially inclusive meet- 
ings, Where hotels will not accomodate all participants in the meeting of a 
non-discriminatory, non-segregated basis, it is hoped that they will not be 
used by any participant, Listings of these hotels should not be included in 
conference promotion, 


"Transportation is sometimes very difficult for racial minorities in 
communities where segregation is enforced by law, In addition to being segregat— 
ed in buses or trolley cars, persons belonging to racial minorities often are 
subjected to discourteous treatment, In some places they are permitted to use 
a taxicab only when it is operated by a person of their own race, and in other 
places they are subjected to discriminatory and discourteous treatment by taxi- 
cab operators. If any of these conditions prevail, those planning the meeting 
should arrange to have private cars or buses provided for the use of all part- 
icipants, hen this is not possible, it may be necessary to locate the meeting 
where transportation facilities make the meeting accessible to all who plan to 


attend", E.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA . Iwo American Negro Bishops Barred 


(New York ):- Application for permanent residence in the Union of 
South Africa has been denied two American bishops of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Bishop Frederick D, Jordan of Los Angeles and Bishop Howard 
H.P. Prim of Nashville, Tenn, They were elected at the Church's General Con- 
ference in Chicago last May to head the Negro denomination's Fifteenth and 
Seventeenth Episcopal districts in South Africa, 


The Revo L.L. Berry, the Church's secretary of missions, said he 
filed applications for the two bishops with the Consul General of the Union of 
South Africa in June 1952, The Consul General, he said, in notifying him that 
the applications had been denied added that "this office is never advised of 
the reasons for the rejections of such applications", 


The African Methodist Episcopal Church in South Africa has 400 clergy- 
men and its membership is estimated at 150,000, It was established in 1896, 
and twelve of its bishops since that time have come from the United States. 
EsP.S,.Geneva 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION POST FILLED 
(New York):- The Rev, Nelson Chappel has been named chief executive 
officer of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associa~ 


tion. The post is a new one, necessitated by "recent adoption of plans for 
Closer co-ordination of the Council's work carried on through its constituent 
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units", Hitherto two administrative committees, one in England and the other 
in the United States, had directed the Council's activities in 40 national and 


regional units throughout the world, E.P.S.Geneva 
ITALY Italian Methodist Synod 


The Italian Methodist Synod met at La Spezia from February 14 to 19. 
On Sunday 15, with Dr Benson Perkins from London, the newly built Methodist 
church erected on the same site of the previous one destroyed by air bombing 
during World War II was opened to public worship, 


The Synod gave special consideration to the 1953 Evangelistic Campaign 
and was concerned with the problems affecting youth, press, woments ministry 
and child education, It approved the setting up of an International Institute 
in Florence, which would give special Christian education to young men preparing 
for posts of responsibility in social and cultural fields, Deep interest was 
also shown in the creation of the "Ecumene" Youth Centre at Monteluci di Spoleto, 
Where an International Work Gamp was held last summer, 


Two of the resolutions passed by the Synod were of special signifi- 
cance. One concerned resumption of contacts with the Waldensian Church on a 
possible union of the two Churches, In another resolution the Synod "calmly 
but resolutely" protested the "evermore frequent cases of violation of the con- 
stitutional principles of religious freedom in Italy", 


The Synod re-elected Prof, Emanuele Sbaffi as President and General 


Superintendent of the Italian Methodist Church. E.P.S.Geneva 
COLOMBIA The Persecution of Protestants Continues 


In addition to what E.P.S. has already published on the persecution 
of non-Koman Christians in Colombia (see EPS No. 5) it brings the following news 
on recent events in that country. 


At 1.30 a.m, on March 2, 1953, twenty men armed with crowbars climbed 
Over the back wall and entered the American owned residence of the Rev. and Mrs 
Stanley Wright in Piedecuesta, Santander, Mr. Wright is a Canadian citizen and 
Mrs. Wright is American. They are associate members of the Worldwide Rvangel- 
isation Crusade. Mr, Wright was away but Mrs.Wright, facing the mob, was struck 
With crowbars, beaten and pushed around, The men said they were attacking 
"because you are Communists", They stole and wrecked everything they could, 
They threatened to set the building afire if the missionaries did not leave 
Within two days, 


The parish priest of Piedecuesta, Sr Jesus Maris Prada, had for 
several years been carrying on a campaign which would exite the people to viol- 
ence against the Protestants, In the parochial paper "Eco Parroquial' of Jan. 
18, 1953 he writes: "... Be on your guard against these enemies of God and the | 
fatherland, It would be a disgrace should the destructive animals of heresy 
make their cave in Piedecuesta,.." 
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At 5,00 pom. on February 15, 1953, the Rev, and Mrs Robert N, Lytle, 
their three children, and the Misses Ruth Gibson and Arlene Rickey, all American 
citizens and members of the Wesleyan Methodist Mission, met with a number of 
Colombians for a service in their chapel at Rionegro, Antioquia. Shortly after 
the meeting had begun, three well-dressed men, one brandishing a knife and an- 
other a club, entered the chapel and attacked Sra, Carmen Arbelaez de Giraldo 
and her husband. The missionaries tried to protect the couple and were also 
| beaten. The attackers destroyed the furniture, tore apart the organ, Bibles, 
| hymnbooks and broke three windows, The attack was immediately reported to the 
mayor, who expressed his regret, Several neighbours and townspeople called on 


the missionaries to express their regret over the events. B.P.S.Geneva 
FRANCE Dy the Preaching of the Word of God; A Questionnaire for 
Priests 


In preparation for the 67th Congress of the Union of Roman Catholic 
Societies,which is to meet-in Montpellier in 1954-and will. have as its theme 
"Preaching", questionnaires have been drawn up for submission to both priests 
and laymen, 


: "What part does preaching play in strengthening and in actually re- 
viving faith, and in training the conscience?" asks the questionnaire for priests. 

- "Does it arouse a sense of apostolic responsibilities? Whence do you draw the 

substance of your preaching? What use do you make of the Bible, especially the 

Gospels, and of the teachings of the Church? Is your preaching the reflection 

of your own inner life? Speaking from your own experience, what would you like 

to see in the way of spiritual, cultural and technical training for public 

speaking for seminarists and priests already in the ministry?" 


The laymen's questionnaire raises the question of the influence of 
preaching on the life of the layman, and asks what the layman expects from 
_ preaching, whether he communicates suggestions to his priest, and whether he 
| supplements preaching by personal reflection, It further seeks to discover 
| What are the most important qualities for a preacher to have, whether wireless 


_ sermons are listened-to and what influence they exert. B.P.o.Geneva 
INDIA South India Church to Commission Lay Preachers 


(Madras):- A body of lay preachers in which women will be eligible 
to serve is being created by the Church of South India to work in the churches 
and among non-Christians, Qualified candidates recommended by a special commit- 
tee in each of the 14 dioceses will be commissioned by the bishops and issued 
licenses renewable yearly, Each will be attached to a specific parish, without 


_ remuneration, E.P.S Geneva 
ITALLAN SOMALILAND Bible Work Started 


The British and Foreign Bible Society has announced that as a result 
of a visit from its agent in Ethiopia ~ the Revo L.V.D. Ashley = the work of 
the Bible Society is being opened in Italian Somaliland for the first time. A 
local missionary has consented to act as honorary agent. Mr. Ashley reports an 
encouraging response both on the part of missionaries active in that area and 
on the part of the anthoritics, so P.S.Geneva 
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THE NETHERLANDS Churches Damaged 


On his return from Holland which he visited in order to secure in- 
formation on damage to churches after the floods, Pastor Dominique Micheli, of 
the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches, pointed out that one month after the floods one can say that the 
emergency needs are now met (see also EPS No, 8). | 


The flooded area was mainly a Dutch Reformed area (about 80% of the 
population), Over 80 parishes of the Dutch Reformed Church are situated in the 
flooded area, and 40 of them have been evacuated, About 75 churches are still 
standing in the water, and 27 of them are very severely damaged, 


The Gereformerde Kerk has some 30 churches in the flooded area, of 
which 3 or 4 only are badly damaged. Fifteen pastors of this Church are among 
the evacuees, 


The Mennonites have one congregation on the Goeree Island and five 
in the Province of Zuid Holland, 


The Remonstrants have one congregation in the flooded area. 


It is still too early to make a total evaluation of the damage suffer- 


ed by the Churches. E,P,9.Geneva 
UNITED STATES National Study Conference on the Churches and World 
— Order 


Are Americans willing to pay the price of world leadership? What in- 
Sights can the Churches give to national leaders whose decisions affect peace, 
justice and freedom throughout the world? What steps can the Churches and church- 
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goers in the United States take to prevent an attitude of moral isolation from 
the world community? 


These are the questions which will confront representatives of Pro- 
testant and Orthodox Churches attending a series of worknhops in world affairs 
to be held in various areas of the United States during the next few months. | 
These regional conferences are being planned in preparation for the nation-wide | 
Study Conferences on the Churches and World Order, scheduled for Cleveland, 0., 
October 27-30, 1953. 3 


The national convention, first of its kind to be held since March 
1949 in Cleveland, has been called to promote a better understanding of inter- 
national issues in the light of Christian responsibility. It is sponsored by 
the Department of International Justice and Goodwill, National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


With one accord the Protestant and Orthodox Churches of this country 
have affirmed the mutual dependence of all nations and peoples under a God who 
is sovereign", stated Bishop William ©, Martin, National Council president, in 
summoning the agency's 30 constituent communions to the Study Conference. 

"What does this central affirmation mean in an hour like this? What can the 
Churches say to the people? - I call upon all of our constituent Churches to co- 
operate in the preparatory study leading to the Conference as well as in the 
educational programme which will follow", 


Kight preparatory workshops lve been arranged in seven states, and 
at least ten others are under active consideration. Conducted by state or 
metropolitan councils of Churches, in co-operation with the National Council 
office, these area meetings will have as keynote speakers national church 
leaders and experts in political and economic affairs, 


From 50 to 150 chairmen of local church federation committees on 
public affairs, clergymen, area representatives of denominational boards, and 
interested laymen will attend each preparatory workshop. Questions they raise 
and resolutions they make will be forwarded to the National Council for con- 
Sideration at the Cleveland conference, E.P.S. Geneva 


Report of World Council of Churches Central Committee 
Published 


The General Secretariat of the World Council of Churches has publish- 
ed the Minutes and Reports of the Meeting of the Central Committee, which took 
place in Lucknow, India, December 31, 1952 to January 8, 1953. The 140 page 
volume {in English only) contains the reports of the Executive Committee, 
the General Secretary, a summary of the discussions and the full text of the 
resolutions and decisions. There are appendices containing the reports of the 
various World Council Departments on their activities since August 1951. Copies 
of the booklet are available from the World Council of Churches, 17 route de 
Malagnou, at the price of Sw.fr. 6.25($1,50 - 10/-). 


This report is of special interest as it deals with the first meet- 
ing of the Central ommittee to be held in Asia, The Central Committee, which 
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meets annually, is made up of approximately 90 members, elected by the Assembly, 
to carry on World Council business, The Lucknow meeting was the last scheduled 
to take place before the Second Assembly meets in Evanston, U.S.A., in 1954, 


#.P.S Geneva 
SCOTLAND Honorary Degree for the Rev, Q.S, Tomkins 


The University of Edinburgh is to confer the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity honoris causa upon the Rev, Oliver S, Tomkins, Warden of Lincoln Theo- 
logical College, Mr, Tomkins was an Associate General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches from 1945-52, and as Secretary of the Faith and Order Com- 
mission, organised the Third World Conference on Faith and Order in Lund in 
19520 He is the author of "The Wholeness of the Church", "The Church in the 


Purpose of God", and other books, E.P.S,Geneva 
CHINA Bible work Continues 


Bible Society work continues on the mainland of China ~ reported Dr 
Ralph Mortensen, secretary of the American Bible Society in Shanghai on his 
arrival in London, after waiting for two years for his exit permit, Sufficient 
stocks are on hand in the various depots of the China Bible Society to cover 
the demands during the next few years, Sales have dropped heavily during the 
last two years, as paid colportage has had to be discontinued, Almost all the 
depots are open and the staff of the Society has hardly been reduced, Some 
translation and revision work is in progress, 


The China Bible Society has been entirely independent of western 
support since 1950, As early as 1937 steps had been’ taken by the co-operating 
Societies in China (the American Bible Society, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society and later the National Bible Society of Scotland) towards the creation 
of an independent China Bible Society. In 1950 entire responsibility for the 
work was taken over by a Chinese board of directors. On May 11, 1951 the board 
decided to sever completely the relationship with the "mother" Societies. 
Relations with the United Bible Societies were interrupted in December of the 
Same year, when the China Bible Society resigned from its membership. 

B.P.95 Geneva 


ISRAEL Government Takes Over Monastery 


(Jerusalem):- A Russian Orthodox monastery near Tel Aviv and several 
buildings in Jerusalem occupied by Soviet agencies until the Soviet Union's 
recent diplomatic break with Israel have been taken over by the Israeli govern- 
ment, according to a report from Religious News Service, in New York, 


The monastery, traditional site of the tomb of Tabitha who was raised 
from the dead by St Peter near Jaffa, will again be made accessible to pilgrims 
and tourists. Until the rupture of diplomatic relations, the monastery had 
housed the Soviet Legation's wireless station and its staff, Office space for 
a Russian ecclesiastical mission has been reserved in the monastery. 

BeP.SeGeneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Free Churches! Attituue to Establishment 
At its 57th National Congress which took place in Manchester March i 

17-19, the Free Church Federal Council discussed the report of its Commission on | 
Church and State from which we quote the following: | 
| 

| 


"The Church of England's commission on Church and State", the report 
stated, "is trying to reconcile two irreconcilables = the spiritual freedom of 
the Church and the preservation of the existing Establishment. But disestabligh- 
ment is not as simple and obvious a solution as might at first be thought. It 
is an open question whether any practicable alternative in the present situation 
would not be worse than the existing order with all its anomalies", 


Although Free Churchmen rejected State control of religion, they wel- 
comed Staté recognition of it, It was right that on great national occasions, 
such as the Coronation, there should be solemn acknowledgment by the State of 
the ultimate sovereignty of God, It would be easy, by ill-considered proposals 
for disestablishment, to jeopardise the existing valuable co-operation between 
Church and State, in which the Free Churches had come increasingly to share, 


The proposals contained in the Church of England report constituted 
a real step forward and represented the minimum which the Church of England 
could accept with any self respect, If the State refused to give such a measure 
of freedom, the Free Churches would have every sympathy if the Church of England 
insisted on disestablishment, 


The report hopes for a growing partnership and fellowship between 
the Church of England and the Free Churches, E.P.S, Geneva 


Discordant Voices on Religious Liberty in the Roman 
Catholic Church 


The questions of freedom of conscience and the relations between 
Church and State are variously interpreted dven within the Roman Catholic Church 
itself, Thus a book has just been brought out in Belgium, in the series "Cahiers 
de 1'Actualité Religieuse", on the subject "Tolerance and Human Fellowship - 
Christians in a Divided World", written in collaboration by French and Belgian 
Catholic theologians, philosophers and historians, 


In a chapter on "Freedom of Faith and Civil Toleration", Father Léo- 
hard seeks to demonstrate that the act of faith is of its nature free, and that 
‘this at community level necessarily brings with it "civil toleration"; in 
other words, civil recognition of a religious pluralism fulfils a natural duty 
of religious conscience, ‘Can theology which, taking as its starting-point 
- freedom of faith, premises and claims religious freedom on the civil plane as 
an inviolable: principle, go farther and lay down the form under which that 
principle shall be written into the structure of the State and into the State's 
relations with the Church? 


"It would seem that the types of application vary and must continue 
to vary according to the differing situations in history. The constitutional 
or legal statute guaranteeing religicus freedom varies very much from country 


a 
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to country in the world of today, We may, roughly, mention four principal 
kinds, The first is that of those States where one religion occupies a mater- 
ially-privileged position; the non-recognised religions enjoy only a modified 
freedom, and the religious criterion is responsible for a sometimes extreme 
form of discrimination between one citizen and another. Secondly, one religion 
can be spiritually-privileged: it is expressly regarded as inspiring legisla- 
tion and government, while safeguarding in law and in practice the freedom of 
non-religious citizens and adherents of other faiths. The third kind is that 

of the pluralist State which accords equal recognition to the various religious . 
communities on the civil plane, as values of civilisation which are legitimate 
expressions of the liberty of the subject, and in some cases actually subsidises 
those communities, And finally there is the 'lay' system of the separation of 
Church and State, on very widely-varying bases. 


"Of the various systems we have thus very roughly classified, only 
the first appears to us irreconciluble with the principle of religious freedom, 
which is itself correlative in respect of God and of faith and to the rights 
of the human individual", 


Another view expressed, on the occasion of the double anniversary of 
Pope Pius XII's election and of his birth, is that of Cardinal Ottaviani, stated 
in the course of a lecture on "The State and the Church" to the Ateneo Lateran- 
ese in Rome, and reported in the "Osservatore Romano" of March 4, 


Cardinal Ottaviani says that total religious freedom is contrary to 
the teaching of the Church, and in particular to that of the Pope himself, and 
that the Church has always proclaimed that a Catholic State must be confession- 
al in character, i.¢é, must accord privileged status to the Church of Rome. 

"This confessionalism on the part of every Catholic State", he goes on, "entails 
three consequences: firstly, the profession in society, and not merely in 
private, of the religion of the people; secondly, the Christian inspiration of 
legislation; thirdly, the defence of, the religious heritage of the people 
against any attack aimed at despoiling it of the treasure of its faith and 
religious peace". These three conditions have, he states, always been demanded 


by the Popes. K.P.» ,Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN United Services at the Time of the Coronation 


The British Council of Churches is going to publish in April a form 
of Divine Service for use at United Services and on other occasions at the time 
of Queen Elizabeth's Coronation, 


Four well-known hymns are included, and these and the passage of 
‘Scripture to be read as well as the Acts cof Thanksgiving, Confession, Interces- 
sion and Dedication, are printed in full. (Specimen copies are available at 
the British Council of Churches, 39 Doughty Street, London W.C.1). 


A special form of Service of Vedication recommended for use by young 
people at the time of the Coronation may also be obtained from the Youth Depart- 
ment of the British Council of Churches. 
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For the first time in history the Moderator of the Church of Scot- 
land has been invited by the Archbishop of Canterbury to take part in the Coron- 
ation ceremony, He will present the Bible to the Queen - an act formerly per- 


formed by the Archbishop. E.Pe5.Geneva 
GERMANY Franco-German Fraternal Council Advocates Closer 
Co-operation 


The Franco-German Fraternal Council at its spring meeting this year | 
in Speyer discussed the plan for a meeting to be held in Biévres, near Paris, 
from June 19 to 21, to further the cause of closer co-operation between the 
Protestant Churches of the two countries, Each side is to send 25 important 
representatives, both clerical and lay, to do joint study work in preparation 
for the Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches at Evanston in 1954, 

' The eschatological side of the Assembly's watchword, "Christ, the Hope of the 
World", will be the special concern of the June consultations in France, In 
addition, the Fraternal Council resolved to continue the exchange of pastors 
and the lecture service across the frontier. Problems were then discussed, in 
a spirit of Christian fellowship, concerning present political events and the 


proceedings against German prisoners in France. BePsSe Geneva 
GERMANY "Whoever Attacks the Junge Gemeinde Attacks the 
Church" 


At the Synod of the Province of Saxony, held in Dresden on March LT; 
_ the Bishop, Dr Hahn, reported as follows; Inter-zonal passes for official 

church journeys, which were granted in 1952, have been refused since the be- 
ginning of this year, The Provincial Office is also meeting with difficulties 
over entry permits to the frontier area, The issuing of the paper "Der Sonntag" 
has been restricted. The influence of the Church on the form to be taken by 
the Protestant morning devotions over the wireless has been altogether put a 
stop to. The ordinance concerning "compulsory notification of church functions 
on non-church premises" is frequently interpreted as enjoining a "compulsory 
application for approval", It is impossible to arrange for adequate pastoral 
Care and services in investigation prisons and detention establishments. 


Concerning the Junge Gemeinde (youth branch of the Church) and the 
student parishes, Bishop Hahn said that there was a certain misconception as to 
the nature of the Junge Gemeinden, "The activities of the Junge Gemeinde never, 
as a matter of principle, go beyond what pertains to the Church's task of preach- 
ing and proclaiming. For tne Junge Gemeinde to foster its contacts with its 
brothers and sisters in the West of Germany is not merely its right but its 
duty. It refuses to allow itself to be made the tool of political interests, 
and has an absolutely clear conscience in regard to all slanderous accusations 
of being infected with a spirit of imperialism. Whoever attacks the Junge 


Gemeinde attacks the Church", E.P.S.Geneva 
LINCHTENS TEIN Protestant Service in Roman Catholic Monastery 


in Schaan, in the Principality of Liechenstein, Protestant services 
are held on the first Sunday of every month in the monastery of Schaan, The 
heads of the monastery have provided the Protestants of Schaan and the neigkvour- 
hood with an eminently suitable room for these services, In addition, Pastor 
Troll, who is in charge of the 900 Protestants in the Principality, now gives 
Protestant religious instruction in the monastery of Schaan, E.P.S.Geneva 


Stempel, of Speyer, head of the Church of the Palatinate, on Pastor Marc Boegner, 
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GERMANY Lutheran Rights in 
Bavaria 


The Lutheran Bishop of Bavaria, Dr Meiser, in his report to the Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria meeting in Ansbach, stressed the 
Claim of the Protestant population in that province to adequate representation 
on the Bavarian Government, 


"I am obliged to note", Dr Meiser stated, "that up to the present it 
has not been established by the co-option of a single Protestant Minister into 
the Bavarian Cabinet that there is any real willingness to accord the Protestant 
section of the population its rightful share in the supreme government of the 
State, Also, the fact that it seems to be becoming the regular thing to refer 
in official pronouncements to the Bavarian people as if there were no considera- 
ble Protestant groups belonging to it at all is causing us a good deal of dis- 
tress", 


In conclusion, the Bishop went on, "I know all too well that the two 
Churches = the Roman Catholic and the Evangelical Lutheran - stand shoulder to 
shoulder in many questions of public affairs, and must continue so to stand, 
It is for that very reason that I am concerned to see that no mistrust shall 


grow up, but that everything shall be done to check it", BeP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Broadcast on "Pioneers of Ecumenism" 


The opening broadcast of the South-Western German radio network's 
series "Pioneers of Ecumenism" was devoted to the commemoration of Archbishop 
Nathan Soderblom, Dean Hermann Maas, of Heidelberg, drew a vivid picture of 
the outstanding personality and pioneering work of the Archbishop of Sweden (who 
died some 22 years ago), describing him as one of the first spiritual fathers of 
the ecumenical movement. 


"There are men who must never be forgotten, and whose voices sound on 
and on", said Dean Maas. “Our generation, hurrying to live and hurrying to 
forget, is in danger of forgetting a Nathan SSderblom, Even in the discussions 
of the ecumenical movement his name often seems to me to recur too infrequently. 
That must not be allowed to happen, above all when the movement is confronted 
with gigantic tasks and owes it to the world to proclaim the message of re- 
demption, the hope of a new heaven and a new earth, even as he proclaimed it in 
his own heart-stirring way", 


Further broadcasts in this series will be by Bishop Lilje, of Hanover, 
on Dr John 2, Mott, by Dr H.H. Walz, of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, on 
the World Council's General Secretary, Dr Visser 't Hooft, and by Dr Hanns 


Others are to be devoted to the work of Bishop Eivind Berggrav, of Norway, and 
of the late General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, Dr Sylvester 
Michelfelder, They may be heard from 6.15 +o 6.30 pem. on the U.Koll, programme 
of the South-West German radio network. E.P.S.Geneva 
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Plea for the Refugees 


(New York):- Addressing the Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors of Church World Service, department of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., Dr Edgar H.S, Chandler, Director of Field Oper- 
ations of the Department of Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World 
Council of Churches, asserted that "we will have a refugee problem as long as 
there exists an Iron Curtain", 


tn Berlin, he said, there are 160,000 refugees who must remain, and 
are a major problem, In addition, in spite of the airlift taking 2,000 Iron 
Curtain escapees daily into Western Germany, remaining escapee families keep 
filled every building available for use as a refugee centre and spill over into 
private accommodations. 


With church funds from abroad, prefabricated housing is being built 
in relocation centres for refugees in Western Germany, but even this housing will 
be filled in a few weeks, "By the end of March", Dr Chandler declared, "there 
Will be literally no more room anywhere in Western Germany" , 


He urged immediate emergency United States legislation to admit at 
least 70,000 refugees, with priority given to those who were "in the pipeline" 
when the Displaced Persons Act expired. The new refugees coming into Berlin are 
mostly young, healthy, intelligent and 90 percent Protestant, and highly employ- 
able ~ "a blessing to any country that takes them in, 


"We need emergency help not only for the Iron Curtain refugees", he 
declared, "but for others whose only help is what the Churches can give", 
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In China are 15,000 European refugees, who must be rescued soon "be- 
fore they are trapped by political factors", A few are being resettled in 
Europe, and 1500 have visas for South America, "Practically every one of those 
visas means a saved life", he commented, 


Mr Elfan Rees, Adviser on Refugee Affairs, World Council of Churches, 
and consultant to the United Nations, recently returned from South Korea (see 
EPS No. 9), described the conditions there as appalling. The special groups he 
felt most need immediate aid are the young widows with children, the orphaned 
and abandoned children, vagrant adolescents who need supervised care, and the 
handicapped — the blind, deaf, dumb and limbless. Most pitiful were 120,000 to 
/150,000 abandoned children, who are now "completely unabsorbable into any kind 
of family or community life. I often saw children searching for their parents, 
but I never saw parents looking for their children. I wondered whether they 
were afraid of the economic consequences of reunion. There is a whole genera- 


tion that will grow up in institutions", E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN ’ The Archbishop of Canterbury and Marshal. Tito 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. G.F. Fisher, was among 
those who met Marshal Tito, President of Yugoslavia, during his recent visit to 
England, The Archbishop took the opportunity of putting before Marshal Tito the 
views on religious freedom to which he has already given public expression. 


BeP.S.Geneva 
THE NETHERLANDS Reformed Church Speaks on Roman Hierarchy 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has sent a 
letter to its consistories and pastors on the occasion of the centenary of the 
establishment of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in the Netherlands (see EPS No.11l). 
_In the year 1853 Roman Catholic episcopal sees were established in Haarlem, Roer- 
-mond and Breda and an archdiocese at Utrecht, the first bishoprics of this kind 
since the Reformation, In protest thousands of Protestants presented a petition 
to King Willem III, the so-called ‘April Movement", As a result of this peti- 
tion the synodal board of the Netherlands Reformed Church issued a Pastoral 
Letter urging Protestants to behave with composure, as the establishment of the 
episcopal sees was a purely internal matter for the Roman Catholic Church, 


Although it had been planned to issue another such pastoral letter 
this year, the church authorities abandoned the idea in the interest of national 
solidarity, The letter to the pastors and consistories which was issued instead, 
points out some of the essential differences between the Roman Catholic and Re- 
| formed conceptions of the Church. The letter goes on to stress the positive side 
Of the April Movement of 1853 and states: 


"The uneasiness from which the April Movement sprang deserves our 
attention, for it pointed out the already existing totalitarian nature of the 
Roman Catholic Church in predominantly Roman Catholic countries, Such fear is 
even now not altogether groundless", 
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The letter goes on to cite recent statements by Cardinal Schuster of 
Milan and Cardinal Segura of Sevile and it calls attention to the present situa- 
tion in Spain and Colombia and notes that the Roman Catholic Church has never 
officially disowned such statements and practices nor wholeheartedly accepted 
the principle of freedom of religion and conscience, 


The letter then stresses the importance of regular Bible reading: 
"The flourishing period of the Reformation were always those times when the 
Scriptures had the place of honour in the congregations", 


With regard to the division among Protestants, the letter adds: 
"In conversations with Rome as well as in dealings with non-church-goers, the 
division of Protestantism has always been detrimental. It does serious harm to 
the cause of the Reformed faith. The splendour of unbroken unity in the Roman 
Catholic Church makes a great impression on those outside", 


Finally the letter calls for a new "April Movement" to be directed 
not against the Roman Catholic Church but rather toward rebuilding the life of 
the Reformed Church, It adde that increased secularisation was sufficient reason 


for energetically undertaking such rebuilding, E.P.S Geneva 
INDIA Problems of Christian Colleges 


At the request of the National Christian Council of India a six- 
month study of current problems of Christian colleges in India is being under- 
taken, ‘The announcement came from the Committee for Southern Asia of the Divi- 
sion of Foreign Missions, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., which held a meeting in Greenwich, Conn, U.S.A. 


Reports given at the meeting showed that Christian colleges in India 
are groWing rapidly, both in number and enrollment, The institutions, however, 
face serious problems of financial support, of getting adequate faculty members 
to teach all their classes, and of giving religious instruction in a secular 
state e 


Heading the study will be Dr and iirs Arnold S, Nash, of the Univers- 
ity of North Carolina, who will arrive in India on September 1st for a six month 
schedule of teaching appointments, conferences and counselling on institutional 
problems, 


The meeting heard reports from both the Nashes and from Mrs Douglas 
Horton, former president of Wellesley College, who returned this month from 
Asia. Mrs Horton visited both Christian and government colleges in India, 


"It is tremendously important for institutions founded by people of 
deep faith to be continued in India", she said. She also stressed the importance 
of Christian leaders in non-Christian institutions, on the ground that they were 
making "definite contributions to India and to world peace", As one example, 
she cited the Y.Wi.C.A. School of Social Work, in Dehli. 
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She pointed out, however, that the Christian colleges which once 
looked to Britain for funds are now in a tragic financial situation. She 
suggested the establishment of an American board for united colleges in India 
and Pakistan, similar to the United Board for Christian Colleges in China. 


. The importance of the Christian colleges in India was also vnder- 
scored by statistics showing that since 1950, enrollment has grown by about a 
thousand students a year, In 1950, the 39 Christian colleges had less than 
21,000 students; by 1951 they had more than 22,000, And in 1952, there were 41 
colleges with more than 23,000 students, of whom nearly 85 percent were non- 
Christian, 


the problem of finding sufficient highly-trained Christian faculty 
members for ths colleges was stressed and it was pointed ovt that financial dif- 


ficulties make the problem even more acute. B,P.S.Geneva 
CENTRAL AMERICA "The Bible - Best Toc’ of Evangelism!" 


Dr Ail, Chirgwin, research secretary of the United Bible Societies, 
is at present visiting Mexico and the United States in connection with his studies 
on the use of the Bible in evangelism, He sent the following information regard-~ 
ing the conference held in Cristobal in March (see EPS No. 9) which was arranged 
by the American Bible Society for its agents in the Andes and Caribbean areas, 


"Perhaps the most important result of the Conference", writes Dr 
Chirgwin, "is one that cannot be tabulated, for it is in the hearts and minds of 
those who wixe present, These men are lonely workers, The stimulus, the inspira- 
tion, the new vision, the confidence, the senseof belonging to a tean will be 
previous and permanent gains which they will draw upon for many a long day, in 
addition they were able to reach definite findings which will guide them in their 
several spheres, or be brought to the attention of headquarters, 


"They were grateful for the emphasis placed by the International 
Missionary Council Conference at Willingen, Germany, this sumer, on initiative 
and mobility in missionary work, and they scrutinised their own task with those 
two principles in mind, They frankly asked if the time was getting near when 
certain parts of Spanish America ought tc accept greater responsibility in order 
to set resources free for use in areas less favoured or less developed, 


"They discussed colportage and the problem of distribution almost as 
though they all worked in the same area, They were emphatic that there was no 
better way of distributing the Scriptures than by paid or voluntary colporteurs, 
They were unanimous that the indigenous Churches should be encouraged to take 
over Scripture distribution as part of their evangelistic task. They were quite 
Sure that there were as many conversions through reading the Suriptures today as 
ever, They were unanimous that the Bible is not only the best tocol of evangel- 
ism, but that it is quite indispensable for the carrying out of the Church's 
evangelistic task", Hef. Geneva 


x 
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GERMANY "Kirchentag" Calls for More Comprehensive 


ss 


Refugee Relief 


At a big demonstration in Essen, broadcast by several German stations, 
the German Evangelical Church Rally (Kirchentag) appealed for more rapid and 
comprehensive help in view of the fresh influx of refugees from the Soviet Zone. 
"In future you will not have to go very far to find the nearest: the country 
Will be so packed with settlements of them that nobody will be able to miss the 
sight of their misery", declared the President, Dr Reinold von Thadden, in his 
opening address. Among those present were Prof, Heuss, the President of the 
Federal Republic, who himself spoke at the end of the meeting, addressing an 
urgent plea to the Christians of the world to help in the present emergency; 


the President of the Federal Assembly, Dr Ehlers; Federal Minister Lehr; 


Prdses Wilm, of the Church of Westphalia; numerous representatives of Govern- 
ment departments, and leading Protestant clergy. Groups of young miners in their 
working clothes were among the audience of all ages and from all walks of life, 


Dr Heuss's appeal to the Churches of the world was as follows: 


"What I am going to say is addressed to the whole body of ecumenical 
Christians. Since 1945, ten million people have come as expelises and refugees 
to the Federal Republic. If we try to reduce this figure for suffering to a 
level which the mind can grasp, it means, taking the initial catastrophe as part 
of one and the same stream, that every day for seven years there have been four 
thousand people. And the stream goes on. The ecumenical Church was the one to 


break the circle of silence encompassing this problem, particularly as a result 


of its refugee conference in Hamburg, The refugees confront the Churches and 

peoples of the whole world, It is wrong to imagine that the homelands of the 

refugees, such as Finland, such as Turkey, such as India and Pakistan, such as 
Germany, just because ens grant legal Saas to their refugees, are solely 

responsible for their future fate, 


"Anyone who flees from or is driven out by foreign pressure is de- 
prived of all protection. He saves nothing but his life. But he brings with 
him his ability and his experience, That is unemployed capital. It can be made 
to bear fruit. Anyone who has had to flee has been through tribulation which 
lays a share of responsibility upon us all - higher than possessions, higher than 
the home no fatherland will guard any more,*which he brings with him, Thus the 
refugee is free of many of the ties of those to whom he comes in search of a home. 
#are the invisible values 


"Who is to calculate what it means when since October 1952 alone more 
than 7,000 farming families have left their farms where their fathers had lived 
for centuries before them? And when they did it they knew that 300,000 farming 
families had already done the same, 


"We thank you, the Churches of the world, for realising the need 
G@arlier on. We beg of you, help to open the hearts of the world wide to all the 
refugees of our time. 


"How can we help? you asks emigration cannot solve the difficulty, 
it concerns only a handful of individuals, But we ask you, Try along with us to 
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ensure that it is not simply men's capacity for work that is required, but men 
themselves as human beings, The emigrant's family includes his parents and his 
children, 


"When they arrive in the free world, it is above all the young ex- 
pellees and refugees who need help and counsel, by reason of the mental turmoil 
they have gone through. They desire, they ought, to complete their training, 
They have not the money. Scholarships from a revolving fund cannot really turn | 
the scale, Since 1945, 1,500,000 refugees have moved into newly-built houses. 
Two million are still living in hutments and camps. «avery year 400,000 houses 
go up, costing in all 5,000,000,000 DM. The constant influx of new refugees makes 
the situation more difficult still. There is no money to arrarige for building 
supplementary accommodation which shall at the same time provide employment. Yet 
the house holds the family together and is absolutely essential to family life. 
The problem simply cannot be solved from German funds alone, 


"Then again, efforts have to be made to provide opportunities for 
work, This applies to the farmer, the artisan, the worker and the independent 
earner or employer alike, Their professional experience needs capital support 
if it is to become effective and lead to genuine economic integration, 


"2,900,000 have been absorbed into praductive economy, but countless 
potential workers are still idle, Give us your help from outside in setting up 
new employment, to supplement the overtaxed self-help of the Germans themselves. 
Loans and ‘adoptions' offer a solution, 


"Those who fled from their homes in desperation must not be allased to 
fall into desperation once again. They need the loving hands of their fellow-men, 
That is what we mean when we appeal to you, It is not so much armed strength 
which will ensure peace in the world as the triumph of love over distress, Such 
love knows no State-made boundaries, It lives by the Christian message, the 
Christian conscience,and it hopes for a response from your hearts", E,P.S.Geneva 


FRANCE . | Death of Abbé Paul Couturier 


On March 24, after a long illness, Mgr. Paul Couturier, a champion of 


s 


ecumenism, died in lyons, For his fellow-workers in the ecumenical cause this 


much-revered Catholic priest, whose life was wholly of the spirit, was the sound- 
est of friends. His profound and irenic vision of the hopes for church unity was 
a constant support and stimulation to those who followed with him that sometimes 
arduous road. In Abbé Couturier - for that is the name by which his grateful 
friends will remember him - we have lost a unique personality, ihose spiritual 
legacy is a most valuable one, 


- Abbé Couturier's ecumenical programme, which found its fullest form 
in "spiritual emulation", was for him a basis for any sincere encounter with the 
separated Christians whose brother he wished to be, He was the founder the pro-~ 
moter of the Week of Universal Prayer for Christian Unity, since 1937. This 
Week, observed every year from January 18 to 25, is arousing a more and more 
general interest. In order to spread its ideas, and for the purposes of its 
various manifestations, he published a number of leaflets and bocklets to which 
H.P.S. has frequently drawn its readers! attention, Though the beginnings were 


il! 


| 
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small in scale, he had the joy of seeing the total of his publications, so 
lovingly prepared, reach in 1953 the figure of 120,000 copies. 

In 1952, wishing to pay him a tribute, the Greek Catholic Patriarch 
of Antioch, Alexandria, Jerusalem and the East appointed him an honorary Archi- 


mandrite of the Patriarchate, 


To the very last his life was centred upon the quenchless hope for the 
day when the deep grief of the separation of Christendom should come to an end, 


B.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Appointment of Charles C, Parlin 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has appoint-— 
ed Charles C, Parlin as chairman of the press and radio committee for the world 
Council's Second Assembly at Evanston, I1l., 1954. 


Mr, Parlin, New York attorney and Methodist layman, was a represent- 
ative of his Church at the Amsterdam Assembly of the World Council in 1948 and 
is a member of the world Council's finance committee, He also is a member of 


the National Council of Churchest General Board. E.P.S. Geneva 
SCOTLAND D.D. for Dr, von Thadden 


The Senatus of the University of Aberdeen has decided to confer upon 
Dr Reinhold van Thadden, President of the German Evangelical Church "Kirchentag" 
and of the Board of the Ecumenical Institition in Bossey, the honorary degree of 


Doctor of Divinity. E.P,5. Geneva 
GERMANY Church Situation Very Serious 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, meeting in Berlin- 
Spandau, with Bishop Dibelius in the chair, and the Church Conference of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, representing the Boards of all the German pro- 
vincial Churches, which is also meeting in Spandau, have heard reports on the 
church situation in the German Democratic Republic and in the Federal Republic. 
It was expressly noted that the trials coming upon the Churches were being borne 
in brotherly fellowship by the whole Evangelical Church in Germany. The situa- 
tion was, according to the Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel-Bielefeld, 
described as "exceedingly serious", There was astonishment at the information 
that obstruction had been placed in the way of the Protestant railway-station 
missions in various regions of Eastern Germany, particularly as this mission work 
is explicitly recognised as a branch of church work, 


Concerning the future form to be taken by the law on family life in 
Western Germany, the Council resolved to put forward urgent representations in 
Bonn in order that there may be no such ill-regulated state of affairs as 
threatens to come about owing to the Federal Assembly's failure to pass in time 
the new code prescribed in the Constitution, 


The Commission on the textual redrafting of the Bible reported on the 
stage reached in this work, The gratifying progress which has been made just— 


> ae 
vere 
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ifies the hope that in the not too far distant future a revised Bible may be 
available, The Council authorised the Commission to continue working on the 
lines followed hitherto. Principles worked out for the duties and status of 
women parish workers were accepted by the Council, to be re-submitted to the 


member Churches before their actual publication. £.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY Dr Gerstenmaier's Views on the Agreement with 
Israel 


On the reading of the reparations agreement between Germany and 
Israel, Dr Eugen Gerstenmaier, Christian Democra® deputy (CDU), speaking for 
his party, made the following declaration in a plenary session of the Federal 
Assembly : 


"It will always be among the most incredible phenomena of recent 
history that there should have been that outbreak of insanity whereby roughly 
six million German, French, Belgian, Polish, Hungarian, Russian, Danish and 
other European citizens were killed for no other reason that that they were 
supposed to be people of 'different blood', of Jewish race, The order went out 
to make Greater Germany, indeed the whole of surope, 'Jewless', The man who 
gave the order, and the men who carried it out, were infamous murderers. Yet 
they had the power in Germany, and they spoke in Germany's name, burdening her 
thereby. There were hundreds of thousands in Germany who were appalled, There 
were thousands who in their horror did what they could to help. And there were 
not a few who risked their necks to help - but lost, Germany has these martyrs 
for the cause of humanity to thank for it, first and foremost, if she is able 
to reject the clause concerning the collective guilt of all Germans. But there 
were not nearly enough of them for us to be able to draw up an alternative 
statement of collective innocence... 


"This treaty, cn Germany's side, results from the firm desire to give 
as adequate material expression as our national strength allows to a clearly 
and definitely-felt moral obligation. And it is aimed at one thing - at taking 
Gernany wholly and for ever out of the ghetto", 


As regards the indemnity to Israel, Dr Gerstenmaier dealt in detail 
with three points: 1) the question of individual restitution; 2) the addition- 
al provision of 3,500,000,000 marks for half a million people living in Israel 
who had been deprived of the means of existence by the Third Reich ("and we 
know that even so there is left over an intangible balance we can never redeem, 
which can only be commended to the hope of an auspicious reconciliation"), and 
3) his regret that the pact "has led to a temporary shadow on the relations 
between Germany and the Arab world... But the bridge we Germans have to cross 
leads from the persecuted and slaughtered Jews not to the Arabs but to Israel. 
It is to be hoped that the Arabs may see from this also how trustworthy the 


friendship of such a Germany can be in critical situations", E.P.S.Geneva 
Si TTZERLAND 5 Karl Barth Writes to East German Minister daisser 


Prof. Karl Barth, of Basle, noting the increasing number of arrests 
and condemnations of Protestant pastors in the Soviet Zone of Germany (see EPS 
No, 8, 10 and 11), has written to the East German Minister of Security Zaisser 
asking him to intervene to stop these measures, E.P.S,Geneva 
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BITZERLAND Woman Pastor in the Church of Neuchatel 


In La Chaux-de-Fonds recently the first woman pastor was taken into 
the service of the Evangelical Reformed Church of the Canton of Neuchatel. The 
last Synod of that Church, meeting in Le Locle in November 1952, made the legal 
arrangements necessary for this step, On the Synodal Council's recommendation, 
Mlle Antoinette Lozeron, who studied at the Free Faculty in Lausanne, was in- 


ducted to the parish of Montagnes, La Chaux-de-Fonds. . EeP.S.Geneva 
GERMANY | Bremen Joins the EKD 


At the meeting recently held in Berlin-Spandau by the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, cognisance was taken of the Bremen Evangelical 
Church's declaration of adherence, This means that the last Protestant Church 
in Germany has now joined the Union, which has in all 29 member Churches in both 


East and West Germany, B.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Memorial Tablet to Dietrich Bonhoeffer 


The Bavarian Pastors! Fraternity is on Easter Monday, April 6, 1953, 
to unveil a memorial tablet in the Evangelical Lutheran church of Flossenburg 
to Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the Protestant pastor who was m.rdered on April 
9, 1945, in the concentration-camp at Flossenbiirg, The tablet bears the inscrip- 
tion, “Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a witness to Jesus Christ amongst his brethren", 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Churches to do More in ilest Berlin 
iefugee Camps 


A statement by Superintendent-General Dr Jacobi declares that the 
Evangelical Churches of Westphalia, Baden and Bavaria have offered to help in 
refugee welfare work in 105 West Berlin refugee camps, Pastors sent from these 
areas are assisting the 21 full_time and 60 part-time pastors previously at work 
there, 40-60% of the refugees attend the services for camp inmates, The re- 
fugee pastors! offices at consulting-hours are always overflowing, £.P.S.Geneva 


INDIA | Vernacular Texts Projected 


A scheme to provide the Indian Christian Church and its ministry with 
a new range of books in the chief vernaculars of India is to be launched imme- 
diately by the British Missionary Societies at work in India, in conjunction 
with the United Society for Christian Literature, and the National Christian 
Council of India. 


One of the handicaps Christianity suffers in explaining itself in 
India is the meagre provision of literature in the mother-tongues of the people. 
Thirty books are planned in the new scheme. They will include Bible comment- 
aries, outlines of theology, handbooks of ethics, Church history, Christian 
doctrine, and the nature and functions of the Church. Indian and British 
scholars are to co-operate in writing the books, which will be printed and 
published in India and will be edited by the Rev, Marcus Ward of Bangalore, 
E.P.S.Geneva 
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CHINA Choosing Church Representatives in People's 

Council 


The "China Bulletin" of the Far Eastern Joint Office of the Division 
of Foreign Missions, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 
gives the following account of a church meeting in Foochow, China, 


On July 27, 1952, the Chairman of the Religious Affairs Bureau 
(Governmental office) called together representatives of the various religions, 
and informed them that they were entitled to six representatives in the People's 
Council, After discussion together it was agreed that these six should be assign 
€d as follows: three to the Protestants, two to Buddhists, and one to the Homan 
Catholics. 


On July 31, representatives of all the local units met with the 

Chairman of the Religious Affairs Bureau, who gave them a lecture on the differ- 
ence between democratic procedure under Communism and that in capitalist coun- 
tries, As to the representatives elected, these should have (1) a firm political 
attitude, with a record of accomplishment in opposing imperialism; (2) sympathy 
with the people; and (3) a real desire to serve, As for the election itself, he 
warned them against ‘localism', the idea that representation should be by places; 
Carelessness in procsdure; emphasis on personal advantages: insistence on face- 
Saving. 


Following this, on the afterncen and evening of the same day all the 
local Churches elected their official delegates, Thus a total of 124 delegates 
from all the Churches of Foochow were elected, represerting Methodist, Anglican, 
Congregational, Little Flock, Seventh Day Adveutists, True Jesus Cherch, and YMCA, 
On August 2, these delegates met in the Methodist Tien An Tiang to elect their 


e alm of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 


three representatives, After the opening worship service, they separated by 
denominational groups to make nominations, and came back together with a total 
of 15 nominations, Each of the nominees was then called before the group to 

| make a brief report concerning himself, under the following points: (1) what 

| work he had been doing in the Church in the three years since liberation; 

(2) in particular, what he have done tooppose imperialism; (3) what part he 
| have played in the Three Self Reform Movement; and (4) a frank appraisal of 
bis own strong and weak points, 


In the afternoon the 124 delegates separated into six discussion 

| groups to consider all the candidates' reports and criticize them, Then they 
came back together, and the chairman of each discussion group reported to the 
whole body the results of the discussion in his own group, They were then ready 
to proceed to the actual election. There were 119 ballots cast, with three 
names on each, Chten Chihmei (Jimmy Ding, Methodist) received 113 votes, Hsing 
P'ing-hsi 92, and Pteng Chti-hsi 61 votes on the first ballot, and so these three 


| were declared elected, BeP.o.Geneva 
| ISRAEL Freedom of Religion ? 


Schalom Ben Chorin, one of Israel's most liberal thinkers, wrote an 
article on "Christian Missions and Freedom of Religion" in "Jedioth Chadashoth", 
a German Jewish paper published in Israel, in which he recalled that on December 
20, 1952, the Chief Rabbinate of Israel issued an appeal against the activities 
of the Christian missions in Israel, addressed to all rabbis and religious 
officials. 


This edict of the Chief Rabbinate “calls to battle against the act- 
ivities of the missionaries", It begins with the words: “Over four hundred 
emissaries of Sayan, missionaries;,, among them baptised Jews, traitors to their 
origin, have settled like a swarm of locusts on the land", 


"Any thoughtful Jewish citizen", writes Schalom Ben-Chorin, “will have 
read this tirade of abuse with dismay and surprise, for it is unworthy of the 
highest religious authority and its entirely justified fight against the Christ- 
ian mission... We must address the Christian missionaries with Voltaire's 
words, 'I deplore your views, but I will fight to the last breath for your 
right to express them', Any other attitude is unworthy of a democracy. 


"Two days after this edict of the Chief Rabbinate, Ben Gurion, the 

Prime Minister, declared solemnly in the Knesseth (the Israeli Parliament) that 
the new government would defend complete freedom of religion and opinion, and 
that it would not tolerate any religious compulsion, frem whatever side it might 
come, The only limits to freedom of opinions wovld be fixed by the security of 
the State and the honour of the individual. ‘So understood, the Chief Rabbinate 
has both the right and duty to oppose the Christian mission with all due sharp- 
ness, but without insulting the missionaries, The watchword must be spiritual 
combat, not baiting.os 


. "The edict of the Chief Rabbinate attacks in particular those of the 
Missionaries who are Mumarim bogdim, traitorous baptised Jews, But the zealous 
Chief Rabbis have nct taken the trouble really to get tc know their enemy, 
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which should be their first strategic task, Today's Hebrew Christians of Israel 
are fundamentally different from the meshumadim (i.e, apostates) baptised in 
days gone past. Normally baptised Jews left the Jewish community, and assimil- 
ated themselves to the nation in whose midst they lived, to its land, and to its 
dominant Church, 


"Here things are quite different, Those Christians of Jewish origin 
in Israel who are linked together in the Jewish-Christian Alliance... stress 
their national membership of the Jewish people and their loyalty to the State of 
Israel; they try to combine their national-Jewish position with their Christ- 
lan religious conviction: more than that, they try to bring out the Hebrew- 
Jewish aspect of the Christian worship of God in Israel... The phenomenon is 
something entirely new, and we must come to an understanding with it. The new 
missionaries are not asking for the abandonment of Jewish nationality, but seek 
"the Hebrew Israeli of Christian faith!,..," 


Ben-Chorin ends his article as follows: "The wind must be taken out 
of the sails of missionary work proper by a work of Jewish-Christian understand- 
ing. Instead of stealing souls on one side, and tirades of abuse on the other, 
we must have a Jewish-Christian spiritual dialogue, which will lead the two 
sides to know one another and so to enrich one another religiously. In place 


of opposition, we must have fellowship and work together", B.P.o Geneva 
UNITED STATES Presbyterian Board Takes Stand on Immigration 
Laws 


A resolution passed by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyt- 
erian Church in the U.S.A, and sent to the President of the United States, the 
Secretary of State, the Ambassador to the United Nations and to all members of 
Congress, urges the Government of the United States to: 


1) Amend current immigration laws, especially portions of the 
MeCarran-Walter Act, so that the present outdated quota system will be abolished, 
all discriminatory provisions based on race or nationality removed, and at least 
the former annual immigration limitation of one-sixth of one per cent of. our 
current population restored. 


%2) Enact such emergency legislation, during the period until a revis- 
ed and adequate basic immigration law is approved, as will make possible the 
entrance for permanent residence in the United States of some 300,000 European 


refugees in the next two or three years", EoP.S.Geneva 
UGANDA | Anglican Bishop Installed 


(Kampala):~ Dr Leslie Wilfrid Brown, former Anglican missionary in 
India, a presbyter of the Church of South India since 1947 and Principal of 
Kerala United Theological Seminary at Trivandrum, india, was installed as 
Anglican Bishop of Ugands, reports Religious News Service, 


At a ceremony in St Paul's Cathedral in Kempata, a proclamation by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury appointing Dr Brown to the Uganda Diocese was read 
by Ralph Dreschfield, Attorney General of the Uganda Protectorate. Governor Sir 


! 
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Alexander Cohen of Uganda and Lady Cohen attended the ceremony along with 

native rulers of the various tribes and kingdoms in the vast equatorial diocese 
under the new bishop's charge. Colourfully dressed natives jammed the cathedral, 
and loudspeakers carried the service to the overflow crowd standing outside, 


Bishop Brown, who was led to the altar by a procession of 113 church- 
men, told the assembly that he and his wife "come to Uganda as pupils to be 
taught. I who served the Church of England and in the Church of South India, 
now become a member of the great Church of Uganda", 


An Anglican missionary in India for the preceding ten years, Dr Brown 


had become a full presbyter of the Church of South India in 1947 when four 


Anglican dioceses there merged with Methodist, Congregational, Presbyterian and 
Reformed groups to form the new Communion. Observers generally regarded his 
appointment to the Hast Africa episcopate as a "sign and seal" of the highest 
Anglican authority that "an Anglican does not lose status with the Church of 


England by accession to the Church of South India", B.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Church of Scotland to Participate in 
Coronation 


The Church of Scotland will officially participate in the Coronation 
of Queen Elizabeth II (see EPS No. 13). This will mark the first time in 
history that the Scottish Church has been given a place in the traditional West- 
minster Abbey ceremony. Prior to the 1707 Act of Union, Scottish kings who 
also ruled England were crowned in separate ceremonies at Edinburgh and London. 


In explaining the innovation the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr G.F,. 
Fisher said: "The Oath (taken upon the Bible by the Queen) refers to the two 
Churches in the United Kingdom - the Church of England and the Church of Scot- 
land - whose position in regard to the State is established by law, These are 
the only two Churches whose position is thus specially recognised and to whose 
protection the sovereign is committed by declaration and oath. 


"While these two Churches are separated by differences in doctrine, 
worship, discipline and government — one being an Episcopal Church and the other 
a Presbyterian Church = they both equally regard the Holy Scriptures and appeal 
to them, It has, therefore, seemed altogether right and fitting that both 
Churches should be associated, through the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, in presenting the 
Bible", 


The Primate said that representatives of many denominations will also 
be allotted seats at the Coronation ceremony and that some of these represent- 


atives will walk in the procession. f.P.5.Geneva 
INDIA Vernacular Texts Projected 


: A scheme to provide the Indian Christian Church and its ministry with 
a new range of books in the chief vernacular of India is to be launched by the 
British Missionary Societies at work in India, in conjunction with the United 
Society for Christian Literature, and the National Christian Council of India. 


a 
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One of the handicaps Christianity suffers in explaining itself in 
India is the meagre provision of literature in the mother-tongues of the people, 
particularly in Telugu, Tamil and Malayalam. 


Thirty books are planned in the new scheme, They wil include Bible 
commentaries, outlines of theology, handbooks of ethics, Church history, Christ- 
ian doctrine, and the nature and functions of the Church, India and British 
scholars are to co-operate in writing the books, which will be printed and 
published in India and will be edited by the Rev, Marcus Ward of Bangalore, 


This is the first considerable venture the Christian Church has made 

-in providing such a range of books in the Indian languages, and it is believed 
that the scheme will go far towards giving the Indian Church the "theological 
independence" of the West, necessary if the Church is to be thoroughly India, 

E.P,5.Geneva 


U.5.0.R. Orthodox and Lutherans in Esthonia 

In the autumn of 1952 the Orthodox parish of Riapinas, in Esthonia, 
celebrated its bicentenary, Riapinas lies between the university city of Tartu 
and the old Orthodox monastery of Petseri, 


The parish of Riapinas, founded in 1752, has been in its present form 
since 1833. Bishop Romanus, Orthodox Bishop of Tallinn and all Esthonia, 
arranged for the complete restoration of the church, with the help of donations 
from church members, 


A report in the latest issue of the Moscow Patriarchate's periodical 
(January 1953) on the bicentenary celebrations of Riapinas states, "The solemn 
service was held, as is usual in those parts, in Hsthonian and Old Slavonic. 
The musical embellishments of the memorial service were sung by an Esthonian 
choir. The church could not hold half the worshippers, who had streamed in 
from miles round about. A striking feature of the ceremony was the fact that 
throughout the service the pastor of the neighbouring Fstonian Evangelical 
lutheran parish, Pastor J, Sild, was present with his Lutheran congregation, 
and addressed a message of greeting to the Orthodox community and their priest. 
The Orthodox parish of Riapinas encountered for the first time in its existence 
representatives of the Evangelical Lutheran confession in its church", 


E.P.S.Geneva 
FINS AND | Church Situation 


At the invitation of the Finnish Pastors! Association and the Finnish 
National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, Dr H.H, Harms, Secretary 
of the World Youncil of Churches Study Department, recently undertook a lecture 
tour in Finland, He addressed pastors and members of the Finnish Church's 
theological faculties in Helsinki and Turku; he also visited a number of 
Parishes in those cities and in Pieksdmaki, the new centre of the Inner Mission 
work, resettled after having to leave the Russian-annexed province of Kerelia, 
and paid a visit to the leaders of the Methodist Vhurch, 
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The Lutheran Church of Finland comprises 96% (almost 4,000,000) of 
the population, Like all national Churches, it is faced with the problem of 
getting the Gospel message over to all these members, including the purely 
nominal ones, This task is rendered more difficult by the comparatively large 
number of resettled refugees who have left the areas ceded to Russia, and of 
parishes scattered widely in great tracts of country. The Finnish Church has 
tackled this duty with considerable energy. In the past few years it has, with 
the help of Churches in other countries, set up a number of centres (e.g. the 
Luther Institute in Jarvenpaa) in which people are trained for this work, 

The law laying down that each parish should have a woman parish assistant has 
likewise resulted from the effort to fulfil the Church's responsibility for 
proclaiming the Gospel, 


The mass of the refugees have mostly been resettled and have thus 
found new homes, The Inner Mission has set up for itself in Pieksdmaki a new 
focal point for its activities, still in process of construction, but includ- 
ing a deaconess-house, a generously-laid-out old people's home, an institution 
for epileptic and imbecile children, etc. The Outer Mission also, whose work 
in China has come to an end owing to the developments there, is once more doing 
vigorous work in Central and South Africa, 


Resettlement has affected the Orthodox Church particularly. The 
Orthodox Church of Finland, which is under the jurisdiction of the Oecumenical 
Patriarchate in Constantinople, comprises some 2% of the population, Its 
members are now scattered far and wide through the country. It has opened a 
seminary for the training of its priests in Helsinki, * —E,P.S.Geneva 


Ecumenical Publications 


The latest issue of the "Ecumenical Review! (April 1953) is devoted 
to the recent meeting of the World Council of Churches Central Committee in 
Tucknow, India, and to the ecumenical consultations which took place at the 
same time in that country. 


The account opens with the address made by the Bishop of Chichester, 
Dr G.K.A. Bell, in Lucknow, This is followed by articles from various con- 
tributors on "The Church's Call to Mission and Unity", "The Relevance of the 
Christian Hope to our Time'', and "Our World Peace Movement", Appended to those 
observations on matters of principle, drawn from the practical work of the 
ecumenical movement, are the report of the World Council #xecutive Committee to 
the Central Committee, the report of the General Secretary, Dr W.A, Visser 't 
Hooft, to the Central Committee, and the various statements issued by the 
Central Committee and by the East Asian study conference held under the auspices 
of the World Council Study Department, | 


In addition to these accounts, the magazine prints the appeal by the 
Bishops of the Mar Thoma Church in Travancore to the Churches of Christ in 
India to overcome the separation of the Churches by working more closely to- 
gether, The findings of the last World Conference on Faith and Order, held in 
Lund in the summer of 1952, are dealt with in the light of the Roman Catholic 
attitude to that conference by Dr W, Menn, 
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"The International Review of Missions", the quarterly periodical of 
the International Missionary Council, in its issue for April 1953, begins biri 
dealing with two basic problems of mission work, the sending of the missionary 
and the light of history on current missionary methods, 


The three articles which follow deal with the position of the Christ- 
ian Church in non-Communist Muslim Asia, the Arab world and the Christian debt, 
and Methodism from Tunis to Algiers. Profound insight into the missionary pro- 
blem of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa is provided by details on the 
race problem in the southern States of the Dark Continent, A further contribu- 
tion gives an introduction to the problems of African States south of the Sahara. 


These articles are accompanied by accounts, with particular reference 
to the countries of Asia, concerning the Christian share in Malagassy literature, 
the place of the Bible in evangelism, and the place of the Bible in the Church. 


HeP.S,Geneva 
GERMANY increasing Gravity of Church Situation 


The deterioration in the church situation which has been observed for 
the last few weeks in the Soviet Zone continues, 


Appeal to Christian Youth:- 


The Evangelical Bishop of Berlin, Dr Otto Dibelius, appealed on Easter 
Sunday, in the crowded Marienkirche in the Soviet sector of Berlin, to Christian 
youth in the German Democratic Republic to stand fast against all assault. 
"Hold to what you have. The hour will come when you will be grateful to God for 
the tribulations of your young days", The Risen Christ, Bishop Dibelius went 
On, brought peace to mankind, bound nations together in bonds of charity and 
understanding, and brought forces into being which should free men from fear, 


According to an announcement by United Press on April 14, Bishop 
Dibelius has protested to the Soviet Commander-in-Chief for Eastern Germany, 
Jeneral Vassili Chuikov, in Berlin, against the "anti-religious Communist 
Campaign", The contents of his letter will not be published until an answer 
fas been received, 


sattle over the "Junge Gemeinde'!:- 

Expulsion from high school and exclusion from their final examinations 
shortly before Easter hit high-school pupils who refused to dissociate them- 
selves in writing from the "Junge Gemeinde" (youth branch of the Evangelical 
shurch), 


This action was taken at school meetings presided over by the head- 
faster and by a Communist Youth Movement (FDJ) official, and attended by re- 
sresentatives of the Socialist Unity (Communist) Party of Germany, the People's 
"olice and the industrial groups, In the city of Brandenburg, for example, 

»ver 70 pupils refused to comply with the demand that they should give a written 
indertaking to sever all connection with the Junge Gemeinde, and in Konigs- 
Wusterhausen over 30: they were then expelled from school. Reports from other 
xowns in the Eastern Zone also tell of refusals to sign such a statement, and 

of the immediate ejection of the pupils concerned from their schools, 
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Church Training Centre Occupied by Petple's Police:— 

The church training centre at Schloss Mansfeld, near Hisleben, a 
pre-diaconal school of the Protestant province of Saxony, has been occupied by 
the People's Police, and its mandate withdrawn, The senior among its fifty 


students, Deacon Protaske, was arrested, 


Arrest in Magdeburg: - 

. Herr Gunther Budke, the warden of the Pfeiffer Foundation in Magde- 
burg, which comprises the biggest Inner Mission establishments in the Protestant 
province of Saxony, has been arrested by the criminal police, together with 
Sister Irene Strobel, the Foundation nurse, 


the whole of the German Democratic Republic. Deacon Hoffmann is also a member 
of the Old Prussian Synod and the Synod of his own Church, 


Sentence on Fastor Schumann Announced from the Pulpits~ | 
The condemnation of Pastor Erich Schumann in Chemnitz (see EPS No. 
9) has been announced from the puipits of churches in Saxony as follows: "The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church Office for the Province of Saxony and the Board of 
the Evangelical Community of the Brethren in Herrnhut are constrained to issue 


the following message to their parishes: 


"The pastor of the Evangelical Community of the Brethren, Erich 
Schumann, of Zwickau, who is serving as a worker for the People's Mission in 
the German Democratic Republic, has been sentenced to six years: hard labour 
and the expiatory measures prescribed by the law, for fincitation to boycott 
democratic institutions and the invention and propagati.on of tendentious 
rumours!, The court's pronouncement is based on statements made by Pastor 
Schumann in November 1952 to the Junge Gemeinde in Zwickau. Since even before 
sentence Was pronounced the Press interested itself in the trial (heading its 
reports ‘'Itinerant Orator Schumann Entrusted with Criminal Task?), and further 
Press accounts have been published, the Church cannot, in the interests of the 
parish, hold its peace, 


"We thereby declare that the statements Pastor Schumann is charged 
with making were part of his preaching work, and can only be properly understood 
as such, When thus interpreted, they are not an incitation to boycott demo- 
cratic instituticns, either in intent or in content, Whereas the sentence 
states that Pastor Schumann was responsible solely as an individual, we declare 
that he spoke as a servant of the Church on the basis of the Word of God. Thus 
the sentence touches the whole Church and all those who preach the ord of God 
as their work, Pastor Schumann has appealed against the sentence. The church 
will draw the attention of the State authorities to its point of view. 


"We call upen the Christian community: Be untiring in intercession 
for our brother, Pastor Schumann, Be wntiring in intercession for all who preach 
the Gospel, Be untiring in intercession for those in authority, We are in 
subjection to what the Scilivtures tell us, in II Cor. 4:13: ‘We having the same 
spirit of faith, according as it.is written, I believed and therefore have I 
spoken; we also o=lisve, and therefore speak!,'! : E.P.S.Geneva 
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Message for Whitsunday 1953 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches have issued the 
following Message to the Member Churches for Whitsunday 1953: 


"As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet once again 
the Churches which participate in the World Council of Churches and request their 
congregations and members to join wholeheartedly in prayer for the Church Univers- 
al, trusting in Our Lord's promise that the Heavenly Father will give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him. 


ths we celebrate on Whitsunday the first coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the assembled Church of Christ, let us remember especially the words of 
Saint Paul: ‘There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit'. These words 
describe an essential and Godgiven characteristic of the Church and of its unity. 
There is in the Church of Christ a wonderful variety. It is one of the joys of 
our world-wide fellowship to discover the manifold richness of God's work among 
men, We are meant to learn from each other and to receive inspiration from the 
geal of Churches which fulfil their evangelistic mission, from the courage of 
Churches which render their witness in spite of persecution. And as our fellow- 
ship becomes more truly world-wide, we should all be enriched by the diverse 
spiritual gifts which God has given to the members of His family in order that 
they may share them with all, 


"But variety is not the last word, Beyond and above variety there 
must be unity, Though all the varied gifts of the spirit displayed in the Church 
Universal have their origin and power in the activity of One and the same Holy 
Spirit of God, yet they do not achieve their full effectiveness for Christ unless 

and until they operate within a fellowship, in which every division is overcome 


‘he aim of the F:cumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about. the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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by the Unity of Christ. We walk in fellowship and we must pray for the fellow- 
ship which we do not yet possess, We must submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit 
so that our Churches and ourselves may be renewed, so that we may be enabled, 
not only to stay together but to go forward together and so that we may give a 
common witness to the world of the one Christ our Saviour and His peace and 
justice which it so sorely needs. 


"Let us then pray on this Whitsunday for the coming of the Spirit 
upon all Churches everywhere. Let us pray that we may all learn increasingly 
to live in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit", 


; The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: Athenagoras of 
Thyateira, Eivind Berggrav, Mare Boegner, Geoffrey Cantuar, Sarah Chakko, John 
R, Mott, G, Bromley Oxnam, E.P.S.Geneva 


Iwo Important Meetings at the Ecumenical Institute 
‘Social Workers 

A group of about fifty social workers met in the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey from March 28 to April 2. This conference was part of a process that 
began three years ago, and which is still going on. The problem of the place and 
responsibility of the Church in the new situation created by the Welfare State 
is one of the most burning issues confronting the Church today all over the world. 
The work of the present conference was based on an inquiry launched fifteen months 
ago, from the results of which a report was compiled and sent to all the part- 
icipants beforehand. : 
The attention of the meeting focussed mainly on the needs of the 
social worker who suffers from a great sense of isolation, especially in those 
countries where both the training and the profession are placed on an entirely 
Secular basis. What are the basic assumptions of social work? How could the 
Church give more effective guidance in solving the many moral problems with which 
@ social worker is faced in his daily work? How could and should the local con- 
gregation help the social worker, spiritually and practically, to carry out his 
or her task? 


The Ecumenical Institute hopes to publish in the near future an 
extensive report which should be made available to both social workers and Church 
leaders. Another aspect of the problem was raised but calls for further study, 
namely, the need for the Church to rethink the whole concept of "diakonia" in the 
light of New Testament teaching and of acheging world situation, where the 
secular State takes over more and more forms of service fornesiy carried by the 
Church, 


Pastoral Care 

A conference of more than fifty ministers, professors of theology, 
psychology and psychiatrists met from April 7 to 14 to study the problem of 
pastoral care, This meeting was an outcome of a former meeting of psychotherap- 
ists and theologians held last year, which centred mainly on psychotherapeutic 
methods, This time the main emphasis was laid on "the crisis of pastoral care", 
andon - training for pastoral care, 
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In their manifold contacts with laymen the leaders of the Bossey 
Institute have been impressed with the constant demand for more adequate help 
from the Church in their personal and professional life, "Is there really a 
crisis?" asked Pastor Pierre Maury, “Is this not a permanent problem and, in 
fact, is the concern not rather greater today than in the past?" Most part- 
icipants were aware nevertheless that the disintegration of the Christian 
community and the secularisation of life make the need for personal help and 
guidance more acute than in the past and that more adequate training of 
students for their pastoral task is urgent. This could not be done by lectures 
only, but through personal training in community life and discipline; the 
practice of Anglican theological colleges and Scandinavian institutes for 
preachers was quoted, 


Two of the speakers (both Reformed) insisted on the value of the 
regular practice of private confession, and even more so for those who have the 
charge of guiding others; this point of view did not go unchallenged} 


The question how far the minister should be trained in psychological 
and psychiatric methods was discussed at length, It was stressed that he 
should be informed so as to be able to discern pathological cases but should 
never attempt to apply the treatment himself, The exchange of experience be- 
tween ministers and doctors, and the contributions from different countries and 


confessions proved most valuable, E.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Christian Action Protest Against First Sentence of 
2 aes Flogging 


Christian action has been swift to protest against the first flogging 
ordered under the new Criminal Law Amendment Act of South Africa, The Act pro- 
vides severe penalties against anyone who incites others to defy the South 
African race laws; it is directed, in particular,against the African Defiance 
Campaign, 


Now an African, Mr, Arthur Mathala, was sentenced to eight strokes 
of the lash, in addition to a year's imprisonment with hard labour. He was 
found guilty, at Pretoria, of appealing to Africans to subscribe half a crown 
a year to help in the fight against oppression. 


The Christian Action Race Relations Group issued a statement, It 
reads: "It is disgraceful that such a sentence should be passed anywhere with- 
in the British Commonwealth, or indeed in any State claiming to be civilised. 
This will outrage the conscience of Christians and all people of good will 


throughout the world", BeP.S Geneva 
“ 
GREAT BRITAIN World Christian Handbook 1952 


The publication of a second editi:on of "World Christian Handbook" 
(first publication 1949) has appeared. Edited by E.J. Bingle and Kenneth G, 
Grubb (World Dominion Press, London) it comprises eight comprehensive articles 
on church developments throughout the world; church statistics from many 
nations; and directories of ecumenical organisations, mission and denomination- 
al agencies in numerous countries, ; 
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Fifteen pages are given to a survey on Roman Catholic activities, 
by R.P. Dumont, 0.P., director of the Study Centre, "Istina", Paris, Elmer G. 
Homrighausen writes on trends in world evangelism, Paul B, Anderson contributes 
"A Review of Religion in the USSR, 1952", Richard M, Fagley interprets the 
Churches in international affairs for a decade, and Kenneth G, Grubb describes 
events in the ecumenical movement since Amsterdam. 


This second edition is a great improvement on the first, and is an 
indispensable handbook for all who are interested in the world-wide Church. As 
the editors themselves point out the statistics still have to be used with 
caution; some Churches and missions have no reliable statistics, others fail 
to send them in. But this broad survey of the present situation of the 
Churches, though still far from perfect, is more complete and reliable than 


‘anything to be found elsewhere, E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Beginnings of a Church Conflict in the Eastern Zone 


In spite of the signs of relaxation of tension in the international 
sphere the pressure exerted by the German Democratic Republic upon the Churches 
is constantly increasing (see also EPS No. 16). As numerous grave cases of 
interference with the normal activities of the Churches occur in all parts of 
the Eastern zone, many wonder whether the autherities intend to start a "Church 
conflict", not unlike the Church conflict which took place under the national 
socialist régime, 


The main facts are the following, A concerted campaign is being waged 
against the "Junge Gemeinde", the youth work of the Evangelical Churches, Just 
before Easter the Communist youth organisation held assemblies in the secondary 
schools all over the country where the pupils were asked to vote resolutions 
condemning the European Defense Treaty and the "Junge Gemeinde" as a dangerous 
or even "criminal" organisation. The meetings were attended by party officials 
and members of the Security Police. It was made clear that those who wuld 
vote against this resolution, or refuse to sign a promise to break with the 
"Junge Gemeinde", would be regarded as politically untrustworthy and would not 
be allowed to continue to attend school. It can easily be imagined what con- 
scientious conflicts have arisen for those who are convinced Christians and 


loyal members of the Church. In these circumstances it is a memorable fact 


that in a number of schools a considerable number of pupils have refused to 
condemn the "Junge Gemeinde" or to sign statements that they would cease to 
attend its meetings. In one case 56 voted against the exclusion,from the 
school of a member of the Junge Gemeinde. The result is that several hundred 
young church members have been ousted from their schools (in one city no fewer 
than 73) and are not allowed to attend any other school in the Eastern zone, 
The whole campaign is supported by the press which described the "Junge Gemein- 
de" as a reactionary political organisation (the official phrase is 'cover- 
organisation for warmongering, sabotage and espionage on behalf of the U.S.A.") 
and which makes it quite clear that the purpose of this whole action is to 
eliminate the influence of the Church upon the younger generation. 


At the same time the "Studentengemeinde", the Student Christian 


Association related to the Evangelical Churches, is under attack, In several 
universities student assemblies have been asked to pronounce themselves against 
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its allegedly subversive character and several of its leaders have been arrest- 
ed, notably Pastor Johannes Hamel, the student pastor of Halle who has carried 
on a remarkable ministry among the students at thet university, 


In addition tothsse arrests a number of pastors and church workers 
have been arrested for unknown reasons, In fact, in a number of cases it is not 
even known where they are, The total number of church workers in prison is 
about fifty, 


Not less serious is the fact that several church institutions, used 
for the purposes of charity or youth work, have been taken away from the Church 
without any compensation and often in the most brutal manner, 


Again, in certain villages so-called popular assemblies have been 
engineered with the purpose to accuse the local pastor in public of exerting a 
reactionary influence, 


The sending of gifts in kind through Christian relief agencies to 
the Eastern zone for purposes of inter-church aid is made almost impossible 
through the unwillingness of the authorities to provide the necessary clearance, 


In various pastoral letters or declarations the church leaders of 
the East German Churches have made it clear to the authorities and to the con- 
gregations that they will not and cannot accept to let the Church become a mere 
object and tool of the State with its ideological purposes, And if, in spite 
of the new climate in international relations, the campaign against the Churches 
should continue, a conflict between Church and State with all its national and 


international repercussions will be inevitable, E.P,S,Geneva 
GERMANY The Witness of the Imprisoned 


Dr Martin Fischer of the "Kirchliche Hochschule" in Berlin has 
published a booklet (Luther Verlag, Berlin) which is a call to intercession for 
the pastors and church workers in the Eastern zone who have been arrested, 
The booklet contains reports written by Pastor Johannes Hamel about his work as 
@ student pastor in Halle, pronouncements by East German Churches concerning 
the arrests and the letter on thé same subject written by Professor Karl Barth 
to the authorities of the German Democratic Republic (see EPS No} 14/15). 


Dr Martin Niemdller has contributed a preface in which he says: 


eoo"'S0 long as “She message had to be directed straightforwardly 
against Nszism, it was misconstrued as a justification of all Nazism's opponents; 
that is to say, the Church was in those days counted and accepted as an ally, 
and to this very day the misunderstanding has: persisted, It is only seen to be 
a misunderstanding when the criticism, the condemnatory nature of the message, 
has to be directed against these ‘friends! and their self-justification. It 
then becomes clear that there must always be a church struggle, The ‘struggle! 
is not, in its form and method, determined by the Church: it has always just 
one form, that of witness, and one method, that of suffering, And since it 
knows of the victory already achieved, it carries on the fight without bitter~ 
ness or hatred, in penitence and prayer. .). 
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"The world today interprets the struggle in its own fashion and with 
the means proper to it: it does not understand what is going on, and can only 
represent it as a party seeking to exculpate itself and inculpate its opponents, 
It is for the Church not to allow its witness in this struggle to be drowned by 


the noise which the world makes, but to utter it aloud',,, E,P.S.Geneva 
KOREA Missing Clergy Located 


News has come through concerning the whereabouts of the Anglican 
Bishop of Korea, Dr Cooper, Commissioner Lord, of the Salvation Army, and the 
Apostolic Prelate, Monsignor Quinlan, of Ireland, of whom nothing had been 
heard since June 1950. These three British Christian leaders are, according to 
a statement by the Soviet Government to the British Ambassador in Moscow, in- 
terned along with a number of their fellow-countrymen in a camp in North Korea. 
The statement adds that the Soviet Government has been notified by the North 
Korean Government of the death, as long ago as 1950, of the Rev. Charles Hunt, 
another Englishman, and of Sister Mary Clare, 


The British Ambassador has asked the Soviet Government for further 
details concerning their internment and the likelihood of their repatriation. 
The Soviet Government is preparing an answer to this inquiry. B.P.S.Geneva 


Uvocoec New zealand Churchman Reports cn his Visit to USSR 


A group of New Zealanders at the end of last year visited the USSR 
as guests of the Soviet trade union federation, Among them was Mr. Norris A, 
Collins, of Christchurch, who is a diocesan lay reader in his Church there 
(Anglican). Mr, Collins spent part of his time in Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev and 
Odessa in finding out about church life there from his own point of view. He 
Visited Orthodox, Baptist and Roman Catholic parishes and talked with leaders 
of the Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic Churches. In the Baptist church in 
Moscow, Mr. Collins addressed 2,500 people, bringing them greetings from their 
Baptist brethren in New Zealand, The President of the Federation of Baptists 
and Evangelical Christians in the USSR, Mr. Jidkov, -responded with the greetings 
of the Russian Baptists, and extended them to all the other Churches of New 
Zealand, 


On being informed of this friendly contact, Mr. Allan T, McNaughton, 
editor of the monthly periodical of the National Council of Churches in New 
Zealand, "Church and Community", wrote to Mr. Jidkov in Moscow that "we have 
had the great pleasure of receiving for all the Protestant Churches here the 
greetings of the Baptist Church in the USSR... I am certain that your fellow- 
Christians in this country will be very glad to know about the strength and 


doyalty of your Church in that great land", E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Stained Glass for Cologne 


Members of the british-German Christian Fellowship, have written to 
the Protestant authorities in Cologne, Germany, to say that they intend to 
present a window for a church in Cologne in return for that given by Christ- 
dans in Germany for Coventry Cathedral, Cologne is to use this gift to form 
the west window of the Carthusian church now in process of rebuilding. 
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The Carthusian church, destroyed in 1945, has had a somewhat chequer- 
ed history, It was first used in 1390 as a monastery church. For a hundred 
years it served the garrison of Cologne as a depot, until in 1921 it was tranc- 

ferred to the Protestant community out of the possession of the State of 
Prussia, It is expected that the consecration will take place in the autumn, 


E.P.S.Geneva 
FRANCE Orthodox Youth Conference at 
. Sevres 


An Orthodox youth conference was held on the CIMADE estate at Sévres 
from April 7 to 12, Some fifty delegates representing youth movements or groups 
.With different national traditions in Western Europe - Serbs, Roumanixns, 
Russians, Ukrainians, French, Germans, British, Swiss, Italians - met to pray, 
think and discuss together, In addition, the Orthodox youth movement in Fin- 
land sent a priest and a deacon to the conference. A number of young Greeks 
representing the movements in Lordon and Paris, and a Syrian deacon studying 
at the St, Sergius Institute of urthodox Theology in Paris, also took an active 
part in the conference, 


Study groups dealing with problems of mission and youth work drew up 
resolutions, subsequently adopted in plenary session, which manifested that 
growing sense of responsibility in face of a pagan or heretic world which 
characterises Orthodox youth today. 


The concrete result of the conference was the establishment of 
"Syndesmos", a service for the co-ordination of Orthodox youth movements. This 
body, which is to maintain contact with movements and groups in Western Europe 
and Finland, hopes also to be able to co-operate with the big Greek, Arab and 
American youth movements, A committee set up in Paris is devoting itself to 


this task, B.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY German-Scandinavian Church Convention 


The German-Scandinavian church convention met in Berlin from April 
8 to 12, with Pastor Bonnevie~Svendsen, of Norway, in the chair. Prdses Scharf, 
of Germany, was in charge of the preparations and the German side of the con- 
ference, whose meetings were held in both East and West Berlin, Twelve Swedish, 
Danish and Norwegian pastors and laymen discussed with leading educationalists 
from German Universities, and with religious instructors and catechists from 
the Churches of Eastern and Western Germany, the subject of "Educational Pro- 
blems Facing the Church", on which Scandinavian and German church represent-— 
atives gave addresses, 


_ In the lively discussions which took place on questions of Bible 
study and education, the professional educationalists agreed with the church 
representatives both from inside and outside Germany that the present education- 
al situation in East and West held up a multitude of different educational aims 
which nevertheless all really boiled down to a "moralist self-redemption of 
man", The conference regarded the Christian conception of man as the one 
absolute, comprehensive and both externally and intrinsically adequate aim of 
education, This aim demanded Christian charity towards one's neighbour, based 
on the brotherly love which Christ extended to man, 
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Ee The ndhbersios spent an Punedded ve evening at ‘the: "Church House" run 
by Dr Krummacher, the Superintendent~General, in Weissensee, Berlin, where 
Bishop Cullberg, of Sweden, Bishop Smemo, of Norway, and various German speak- 
ers dealt’ with lay work in their countries,. A continual increase in laymen's 
activity and training for church work was reported from the German parishes, 
and even in the Scandinavian countries; the home’ of the People's High Schools 
movement, gréater and greater attention is being paid to lay work, The con- 
ference closed with services on the Sunday in various churches. in East and West | 
- Berlin, at which the Scandinavian acca tay preached to large congregations, 
#.P.S.Geneva 


ALGERIA | 3 "ss North African Study Meeting in 


Algiers 


Twenty-five Ciao. from the Reformed Churches of France, Algeria 
‘and Tunisia, met in Algiers on April 11 and 12 to study the spiritual situation 
of their Churches and the principal problems raised by the North African posi- 
tion for public opinion, The great majority of those present were laymen, em- 
i dal in very widely-differing capacities in the three countries, 


Three resolutions were adopted, on "The Church and Public Affairs", 
"The Church and Economic and Social Problems", and "The Mission ef the Church", 
This last urges the Churches 


F WL) never to forget that the treasure of the Gospel which has been 
conferred on us is not for us alone, but given us by God that we may give it to 
others, and that by, keeping it for ourselves we are rebelling against the . 
Divine will of love and salvation for all men ; 


He ty not to be led astray into devoting their gifts and prayers solely 
to missions in countries far away, while close at hand Eea ey million Muslims 
and Jews, our fellow-men, are deprived’ of truth; 


"3) to call on every meer aitan and ‘every ‘Gat ettsn family to have 
personal contacts oy of pace love and peeeonele with Muslims or Jews; 


14) to allow Ahi sensing to easel’. ona bigger scale from their 
youth movenents. and church charitable work; 

#5) to support the unalone working in their neighbourhocd, and 
_ extend a Spice hare ral to sonvertss aE UA \ 


B 6) to make representations to the authodities ieee the removal of 
administrative obstacles contrary to-the very nature of ‘the. Church, in order. 


that the Gospel may be proclaimed. freely to all men everywhere", E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT eee Cross. of Merit for Mr, Victor Gollancz 


Be aver) The: German Chargé d'affaires in London, Dr Schlange~Schoningen, pre- 
sented Mr, Victor Gollancz, the cunneone ge on the occasion of his 60th birthday, 
with the Grand Cross, with Star, of the Order of Merit, of the Federal Republic 
of Germany. Mr. Gollancz, who is“the Jewish faith, Became a well-known figure 
to the German people in. the difficult chine of 1946-1947, through his raising 
Sa penton in time ich cee : E.P.5,Geneva 
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UNITED STATES ; "The American Stake in the Asian Revolution" 


The annual meeting of the U.S. Conference of the World Council of 
Churches took place in Atlantic City, N.J., on April 20 and 21 with some 125 lead~ 
ing churchmen from the Protestant and Orthodox Churches in America attending, 


Speaking on "The American Stake in the Asian Revolution", Bishop G, 
Bromley Oxnam, a president of the World Council of Churches, summarised his posi- 
tion in the terse statement that "There is an Asian revolution and we have a ‘stake 
in it", 


To understand these Asian countries, he said, "we need to remember 
that in China, for instance, the per capita yearly income is $23. In India it is 
$43, in Indo-China $35", Against this he suggested Americans should contrast the 
per capita income of Great Britain » $660, and still further consider the per 
capita income of the United states - $1269, 


Laying special stress on the need for land reform throughout Asia, 

Bishop Oxnam pointed out that new industrial conditions are making the plight of 
the peasant even worse than before, While he admitted that the idea of confisca- 
tion of land without compensation for it is as abhorent to him as to others in 
America, he asked for understanding of the idea of expropriation advanced by many 
Asian people. Faced by the age-old landlord system, which makes it impossible 
for a farmer to carry on without borrowing money, often at as much as 40% interest, 
to carry him over from season to season, Bishop Oxnam said that it was understand~ 
able that tenants would feel that they had already paid, over and over again, for 
‘the land they occupy. 


ye atm of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible Jor opinions expressed in its news items. 
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The problem of the Church, said Bishop Oxnam, is to find the way to 
further and help fulfil the desire for social betterment which pervades Asia, 
and with which as Christians we are in accord, but not at the same time to play 
into the hands of the Communists, who are trying to claim the social revolution 
as their particular prerogative, If we do not find the way to do this, he warn- 
ed, we may well find the whole worid involved in an Asian upheaval which will 
endanger the future of us all, And time is involved, he stressed, particularly 
as regards the qiestions cf land reform and those posed by the industrial revo- 
lution in India, The matter mist be studied in a spirit of urgence, 


Dr Eugene L, Smith (Methodist) and Dr Franklin C, Fry (Lutheran) 
both from New York denominational headquarters, discussed "Missions and Unity". 


Dr Fry, who is vice-chairman cf the Central “ommittee of the World 
Ceuncil of Churches, said there was a tendency for countries in which church 
union between various denominations had become a fact, to form a "national" 
Church, He asked whether it might not be preferable to be divided by differences 
of confession which reached across national boundaries, rather than by differ- 


ences of geography. E.P.S Geneva 
PAKISTAN A_New "Commandos! Campaign 


The Rev, Chandu Ray, Pakistan Secretary to the Bible Society in 
india, Pakistan and Ceylon, took part recently in an evangelistic mission last- 
ing some six weeks among tribes living in Sind in northewest Pakistan, A team 
of 32 people took part in this mission, which they called a "Commandos Campaign". 
Sixteen were Sritish and American and sixteen were nationals, They divided into 
two parties and cperated at a distance of about 60 miles apart, each visiting 
and preaching in the villages of the regiun, 


"Our mission was te the Knolis, a tribe of Hindus living by agricultur. 
in parts of eastern Sind", reports Mr. Ray, "Ovr aim was to teach them through 
the ministry of the word, by audio-visual and adult--literacy methods, that they 
might hear the wonders of the Gospel. We found them extremely intelligent, 


"Out of sixteen villages in which we worked, representatives of four- 
teen of the villeges came together at the end of the campaign and signified 
through their headmen that they wished to become Christians,., The request was 
really a group decision and the beginning of a mass movement", 


Arrangements were made accordingly for these men to receive further 
instruction before being baptised and where the women showed interest it wag 
felt that it would be wiser to make them wait until their husbands also were 
prepared for baptism. "In two villages", Mr, Ray says, "two young Kholis had 
been previously baptised end had become voluntary evangelists to their own 
people; this resulted in invaluable preparation for our work", 


Mr. Ray joined also in work amongst the Bhil tribes: ‘We had an in- 
vitation from a village of Bhils, and it was a great sight to see their utter 
amazement as they heard of the Cospol of Salvation fo» the first time, So great 
was their eagerness to share the Good News that next day they invited the Muslims 
from the neishbouring village to come and hear the Gespel. To these Muslims 
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equally the Gospel was presented for the first time ~ and they came again and 
again, The Bhils made a formal request for opening a school in their midst to 


teach them, BeP.S.Geneva 
KENYA Bravery of the Kikuyu Christians 


3 Margery Perham, the well known anthropologist, has given an account 
of her recent visit to Kenya in an article in the London "Timesti. We quote the 
following: 


"eeellhereas European farms are now, so far as possible, armed, 
barricaded, and patrolled, and less than a dozen have been murdered, the Africans 
‘scattered in their huts, which are perfect traps and funeral pyres, can hardly 
be defended and have fallen in hundreds to the assassins, Most of them died, 
moreover, not by accidental fate but because they chose ostracism, hatred, and 
the ever-present fear of a horrible death, by a deliberate refusal to take the 
Mau Mau oath, : 


"Why do they do this? I saw one reasen when, as darkness nit AN ey 
went into the mission house, Here were some of the African clergy and teachers 
who had come with many other Christian refugees - for this was one of the worst 
of all Mau Mau areas ~ as some measure of protection, It is little enough, as 
they have forsworn the use of arms and go out to their churches or schools each 
day on their bicycles, marked men, to carry out their workeca 


"It was almost startling to lcok at Kikuyu faces lit with friendly 
and intelligent response after the visible shadow of suspicion and hate that I 
had seen upon faces in Nairobi and along the road, The senic African, the Rural 
Dean of the area, led us in prayers for the country, for all races, for the 
growth of fellowship among them, and not least for their Mau Mau enemies, In 
the morning they were all at prayer again with others, including many women, 
people who had been shot at, beaten, threatened, bereaved of their families, 
but who seemed to have found confidence in their inner victory over fear. 


"The same conquest could have been found upon other mission stations. 
But the wrong conclusions should not be drawn, It would mislead Government and 
injure the faith if any attempt were made, as is so often attempted in the 
struggle with Communism, to try to use Christianity as a political asset, What 
Seemed once to be an advantage to Christianity, that it was the faith of the 
rulers, has now become a handicap from which St. Paul and his first successors 
did not suffer, And these Christians are not the less good Kikuyus, or less 
Critical of the Government, because they are ready to die rather than stoop to 
the foul mystique of Mau Mau, It is spiritually, not politically, that the 
small remnant of the faithful, some five per cent, perhaps, may be the rock 


upon which the tribe may be rebuilt...ii BaP.o. Geneva 
KENYA 7 | Kikuyus Return to Church 


Some Kikuyus have renounced liau Mau and returned to membership of 
the Church, said the Bishop (Anglican) of Mombasa, in a recent press interview 
at Nairobi. More than a hundred churchgoers, who had allowed their membership 
to lapse, "came back to us very recently", 
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"These people confessed their defection to Mau Mau, expressed deep 
repentance, and asked to be received back in to the Church", he said. "This 
amounts to open defiance of Mau Mau, There is a grave possibility that they 
will be persecuted, The fact that they are Willing to take these great risks 


is a heartening pointer to a change in the state of affairs", E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Good-Will Mission Concluded 


(New York):- "In every country I visited, the first question people 
always asked was about Negro-white relations in America", This was the comment 
of Mrs, Rosa Page Welch, Negro concert singer who returned from an eight month 
good-will mission to Asia, Africa and the Near East, under the sponsorship of 
the General Department of United Church Women of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.; the Disciples of Christ; the Presbyterian 
U.S.A. Board of Foreign Missions; and the American Baptists. 


In the eight months since last August Mrs. Welch visited and sang at 
mission stations, schools, hospitals, and community centres in Japan, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong, Thailand, Burma, India, Pakistan, Beirut, Palestine, 
the Belgian Congo, the French Cameroons, liberia, Portugal, England, Scotland, 
Paris and Geneva, 


Mrs. Welch sang at the mass celebration in the Congo, marking the 
75th anniversary of Protestaiiumissions in that country (see EPS No, 8) sh ath 
Thailand at a benefit concert attended by nearly a thousand people, including 
members of the royal family and the diplomatic corps; in Tokyo at a concert 
for the benefit of victims of the Hiroshima bombing and at a centre for American 
servicemen; in the Lebanon in refugee camps, 


Mrs, Welch was received warmly everywhere she went. In the Congo, 
a group at a mission station christened her "Mama Bonjenje", the name of the 
first Congolese woman to learn reading and writing, In Manila, Protestant 
women's groups adopted her as "a daughter of the Philippines", Their feelings 
were perhaps best expressed by school principal Achern Chuan in Thailand, who 
thanked Mrs, Welch after a concert there "for being an ambassador of good-will 


not only to the Christians but to the whole community", E.P.S.Geneva 
SwIT ZERLAND World Committee for Christian Broadcasting 
Formed 


Leading representatives from Protestant wireless and television 
bodies in North and South America, Europe, the Near East and North Africa recent- 
ly met at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey, near Geneva, to hold an Inter- 
national Study Committee on Church Broadcasting and Television Activity. This 
provided an opportunity for an exchange of experiences concerning the present 
Situation of Christian broadcasting and television all over the world, The 


possibilities of improving the work of Christian broadcasting and television 


through greater coordination was discussed, 


The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr Visser 
't Hooft, participated in a discussion on the measures which would be necessary 
to ensure the widest possible publicity over the air for the WCC Assembly at 
Evanston in 1954, . 
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: The conference set up a "World Committee for Christian Broadcasting" 
on which all five continents would be represented, ‘This bedy is to establish 
co-operation among all Christian radio and television corporations, It is head- 
ed by the Rev. '/. Burton Martin, of the United States, and Pastor H.W. von 
Weyenn, of Germany, The Committee agreed to publish a quarterly bulletin in 
English and German, "The Christian Broadcaster", to be edited by Dr M, Meyboom, 


of Holland, and the two presidents of the Committee, E,P.S Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Bishop Cooper of Korea Returns from Internment 


in North Korea 


The Rt Rev, A.C, Cooper, Anglican Bishop in Korea, who was recently 

released from internment in North Korea (see EPS No, 17), reached England by air 

' on April 22nd. Bishop Cooper told a reporter that "there was very little focd, 

There was a great deal of illness, and many deaths, especially at the beginning, 

Once it was decided we were to come home they treated us like kings, You would 
not have recognised us if you had seen us then", 


tn an interview with a "Church Times" reporter, Bishop Cooper speke 
of the deaths of Fr, Charles Hunt and Sister Mary Clare, who had been captured 
in Korea with him in 1950. "They died of exhaustion", he said, "We had to 
march a hundred miles tc an internment camp when the Americans reached the Yalu’, 


"We held a service every Sunday", said the Bishop, “but after Fr, 
Hunt and Sister Mary Clare died, the congregation numbered only seven or eight," 
They were all Methodists, except for Commissioner Lord of the Salvation Army 
There had been no possibility of celebrating Holy Communion. "We had nothing 
but the clothes we stood up in. We had no possessions at all, We compiled a 
hymn-book, Between us, we remembered the words of some fifty hymns, and wrote 
them down", The Koreans and Chinese never interfered with the services, 


E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Death of _De Harlan Paul. Douglass 


The Rev, Dr Harlan Paul Douglass, widely known for his research in 
the field of religion, died in Montclair, N.Jd., on April 14 after a brief ill- 
ness. He was 82 years old, 


Dr Douglass had dirested or participated in many important surveys 
and studies on behalf of church groups, From 1921 to 1933 he was research 
director of the Institute of Social and Religious Research and from 1930 to 1934 
he also directed the China Survey of the Laymen's Foreign Missions Inquiry. 


In 1937 Dr Douglass became secretary of the Commission to Study 
Christian Unity of the Federal Council of the Chirshes of Christ in America, a 
post he held until 1943, when he was made chairman of the organisation's research 
department, In 1945 he was appcinted director of the Committee for Cooperative 
Field Research of the Federal Council, 


Dr Douglass wrote extensively and was editor of "Christendom" from 
1938 to 1949 and one of the associate editors of the "Ecumenical Review" from 
1948 to 1950, He wrote several books on the subject of Church co-operation, 
B.P.o.Geneva 
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GERMANY inauguration of the "House of the 
Open Dx Door" 


Just beside the emergency reception camp now going up in the Marien- 
felde quarter of Berlin is the newly-inaugurated ecumenical refugee welfare 
centre "House of the Open Door’, It is to provide Christian care for fugitives 
from the Soviet Zone, and a rest-home for people in spiritual distress who have 
had to leave their own homes, 


The Swedish Helief Committee for German Children donated the simple 

wooden building, The entire maintenance expenses, including workmen's wages, 

are being met by the World Council of Churches out of a gift from the Ford 
*Foundation, The staff of three have been brought from France, Germany and Switzer- 
land by CIMADE, the French committee of young Protestant Christians which has 
been devoting itself to international refugee relief since 1940, The Relief 
Organisation of the Evangelical Church in Germany will be responsible for the 
administration of the new refugee home, 


| The ceremonial opening of the House of the Open Docr took place in 
the presence of Dr Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, Dr Mare Boegner, President of 
_the French Protestant Federation, and the representative of the CIMADE and of 


the World Council of Churches, Mlle Madeleine Barot. E,P.S,Geneva 
- GERAANY The Church Struggle in Eastern Germany 


| The Prime Minister of the German Democratic Republic, Herr Grotewohl, 
has stated, says a Press message from Berlin dated April 24, that there is no 
church struggle in Eastern Germany. ‘The Church now states, in contradiction of 
this, that the situation has worsened in recent weeks, Aa that me cai C uate is 
“quite unmistakable (see EPS No. 17). Particular mention is made of the fact 
that the campaign against the Junge Gemeinde, the youth branch ae ke Church, 
constitutes an attack on the Church as a whole, as is demonstrated afresh by 
the latest developments, Services are being disturbed by the FDJ (Communist 
youth movement), church institutions are taken over om frivolous pretexts, 
religious instruction in schools is sabotaged by the Young Pioneers (children's 
‘branch of the FDJ), and even the number of pastors arrested is rising. 


| In answer to Herr Grotewohl's arguments that the Hast German Govern- 
ment is spending considerable sums on State subsidies to the Church, approving 
financial support for Churches, and providing premises in schools for religious 
instruction, the ecclesiastical authorities stress that they have no wish to 
“minimise what is in fact being done. Nevertheless, these arguments do not con- 
“stitute a real refutation of the charge that a church struggle is going on, 
“The Church experienced once before, it is pointed out, how State payments to 
“it could be reckomed up in compensation for acts of force majeure, In addition, 
“no mention is being made of the many subsidies which the State is iegally under 
Obligation to pay and is not paying, or of the fact that the Hast German Govern- 
ment's entire total of payments to the Church since Jamuary7 lst are still out- 
Standing, 


The failure to pay these subsidies, which are comnensation for the 


Ccommandeering some considerable time ago of church property, is obliging the 
regional church boards to alter their whole budget, and to envisage, for 
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instance, an all~rovnd lowering of pastors! stipends. To make matters worse, no 
other solution seems really possibile owing to the Soviet law concerning collec- 
tions, which governs even Church appeals for voluntary donations, 


ihe Church Siicuggle Goes on Unabated 

The FDJ campaign, hitherto chiefly directed against members of the 
Junge Gemeinde in the upper schools, is now extending to the lower sshools also. 
Cases have arisen where children are faced with the choice of continuing 
either with attendance at religious classes or with their membership of the 
Young Pioneers, This decision is a heavy one, for membership of the Young 
Pioneers is almost always the crucial factor in getting accepted for the upper 
school, 


in two Protestant churches in Quedlinburg services have been inter- 
rupted by Communist hooligans, who began to whistle and climb about the pews 
during the liturgy. In one case the congregation managed to keep the service 
going; in the other it had to be abandoned, 


The church rest-homes in Krummenhennersdorf, Saxony, and Huttengrund, 
both of which belong to the inner Mission, have been cccupied by the People's 
Police, and have since then been regarded as requisitioned, All attemp'isto have 
this quashed, or at least to find out the reason for the Government's action, 
have been vain, Only in one case has the Inner Iiiission for Saxony been informed 
that the warden of the home in question was "suspected of maladministration", 


In Magdeburg the municipal authorities installed one of their party 
officials as head of the Pfeiffer institutions, a branch of the Inner Mission. 
This action was regarded as particularly intolerable in that the official in 
question did not belong to any Christian church at all, 


In Chemnitz Pastor Albin Drechsler, of Annaberg-Buchholz, was con- 
demned by the district assizes to ten years! hard labour for "carrying on a 
slanderous campaign of incitation against the German Democratic Republic and 
the forces of world peace in his sermons and addresses," 


Sonstraint in Matters of Belief and Conscience 

The Conference of Bishops of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Germany (VELKD) at its meeting in Berlin-Spandau adopted the following decla- 
ration on the situation of the parishes in the Soviet Zone: 


"The pressure being exerted in matters of belief and conscience upon 
members of the Evangelical Church in the German Democratic Republic threatens to 
become intolerable, 


"It has come to our knowledge that the members of the Junge Gemeinde 
are being proceeded against with especial severity, and we have also learned 
what means are being employed to this end, We know of mary cases in which young 
people who have been unwilling to give up their membership of the Junge Gemeinde 
have been expelled from school and found obstructions put in their way at the 
Close of their training, 
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"We know of other still harder cases, in which irresponsible pressure 
has been brought to bear on young people with the aim of breaking the back of 
their convictions and their faith, 


: "We hereby declare that we do not believe one word of the attacks in 
‘Junge Welt', the periodical of the FDJ Central Council, upon the Junge Gemeinde, 
We know these young Christians, and we know that it is not true that they sought 
to make the Junge Gemeinde into a 'terrorist group to sabotage the reunification 

of Germany'. Terrorism, treason and sabotage are not among the methods of 
Christian efficacy, 


"We have further learned that people have been arrested without being 
told the reason, and without their relatives! being informed of their where- 
aboutse We know of incredibly severe sentences in cases which the general sense 
of law and justice in the whole civilised world would have judged absolutely 
differently. 


"We hereby declare that we find these methods of legal practice, and 
the procedure against young people, wholly inhuman, No-one who desires the unity 
of Germany must take such a course with Germans » 


"True, we know, as Christians, the limits of earthly jurisdiction, 
but we do not for that reason refrain from appealing to the duty, humanity and 
conscience of the judges. «e believe that the judgment of God will come upon 
those who abuse the divinely-ordained office of authority, and that it will in 
particular strike those who do violence to the faith of the young, or lend them- 
selves to such an attempt. 


"As Christian brethren we say to our Christian brethren that they 
are in the hand of God, and we ask them not to fail in their faith and their 
fidelity to our Lord Jesus Christ," 


This statement by the Conference of Bishops was further specially 
presented by the bishop of Hanover, Dr Lilje, to a Press conference in Spandau, 
Referring particularly to the accusations of the FDJ against the Junge Gemeinde, 
the Bishop declared that they were unworthy of belief and void of truth. He 
then went on to deal in detail with the claims made against Deacon Dost, of 
Leipzig, who had been slanderously described as a former Gestapo agent, whereas 
he had in fact, among other things, organised the lectures given in Leipzig by 
Pastor lilje (as he then was) to which the Gestapo had taken most violent excep- 
tion, "We shall see to it that these things are known", cried Bishop Lilje. 
‘The proceedings against young Christians in the German Democratic Republic were, 
he said, intolerable. For church representatives there simply could be no 
question as to the detestableness of such actions. 


The Conference of Eastern Churches, at which all the Protestant 
church boards in the German Democratic Republic are represented, unanimously 
adopted the resolution of the Evangelical Intheran Bishops of Germany against 


the repression of freedom of belief and conscience, 
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At the same time they issued a declaration in support of the Pro- 
testant student parishes (Studentengemeinden) “esa, These were not, they stated, 
an illegal organisation, as had been claimed, On the contrary, their whole 
object was to gather together Protestant students in a Scriptural and sacrament- 
al spirit. ‘And the Church stands fast in support of the work done by its 


student pastors", the Conference declared, There could be no question, there- 


fore, of dissolving the student comaunities. &.P.S Geneva 
DENMARK Distinction for Bishop Hggsbro 


Bishop Halfdan Hggsbro, of the Church of Denmark, has been awarded 
the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of the German Federal Republic. This 
distinction commemorated the Bishop's outstanding services since the end of the 
war as Director of the church organisaticn for German refugees in Denmark, Dean 
Hggsbro, as he was then, was for more than a year the permanent delegate of the 
World Council of Churches in Germany, until his return to Denmark in August 1949, 


Four other Danish leaders who had also done particularly good work 


in the refugee field received the same award, BeP.S.Geneva 
CHINA , Responsibilities and Opportunities for 
~~ Orthodoxy 


"The spiritual support which the Orthodox Church can bring to the 
millions in China may at first glance appear extremely insignificant, And yet 
it was in fact the Russian Orthodox Mission in China which in the past laid the 
foundations for a rapprochement between the Russian and Chinese peoples, It 
need only be recalled that this ecclesiastical mission long performed diplomatic 
functions, During its 235 years of activity its reputation was never sullied 
by political suspicion, which is not a claim that can be made for the missions 
of other Churches", 


This passage occurs in an article by Prof, A, Vedernikov in the latest 
issue of the periodical published by the Moscow Patriarchate (February 1953). 
The Orthodox Church in China, vhich is today the Far Eastern Exarchate of the 
Moscow Patriarchate, consists cf the five eparchies (bishoprics) of Peking, 
Harbin, Shanghai, Tientsin and Siendzan, and is headed by Archbishop Victor of 
Peking and All China. 


In the building-up of its new life in the Chinese People's Republic, 
the article goes on, the voice of Orthodoxy uplifted in admonitions to peace can 
only have a beneficent effect, By their call to work and prayer the Orthodox 
bishops and priests of China draw attention to "the example of the Russian mother- 
church, which selflessly serves the wellbeing of its people and the fostering of 
peace all over the world, Orthodox worship and the dissemination cf Gospel truth 
are strengthening in the hearts of Orthodox Chinese the feeling of spiritual kin-~ 
ship with the Russian believers in China, and through them with the churchmen and 
With the whole population of our country. The life of the Church holds us 
Orthodox together in Christ our Saviour, where we would desire to be", In con- 
clusion, Prof, Vedernikov writes, "The safeguarding of peace is the foundation on 

Which a drawing-together of Christians from all confessions has begun in China", 
; E.P.S.Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Dr Nolde On America's Responsibility To-day 


At the meeting of the U.S.A. Conference for the World Council of 
Churches held in Atlantic City on April 20 and 21 (see EPS No, 18), Dr O. Fred. 
Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs gave 
an address on the work of the CCIA and the present international situation. We 
quote the following passages: 


",.0.it seems peculiarly appropriate that we, as churchmen, insist 
that the spotlight of critical scrutiny be thrown upon the people and government 
of the United States. Are we at this very moment doing all that is within our 
power to pave the way for the type of cooperative action which President Eisenhower 
has outlined? If Russia responds affirmatively, will we be prepared for the steps 
which we must take in order that the desired objectives may be achieved? A few 
illustrations, largely in terms of questions, will have to suffice. 


"On the matter of specific and prompt settlement of outstanding 
issues, where do we stand? 


"Wie favour a united Germany by free and secret elections, but have 
we reckoned with the implications of such a move for our defence programme in 
relation to NATO and will we be ready to make the needed adjustments? It is 
specified that we seek free election in a united Korea, Will we also be prepared 
to change our policy as may be necessary to achieve a generally acceptable settle- 
ment for the mainland of China and for Formosa - reckoning not only with current 
differences on this matter between the United States and the USSR, but also be- 
tween the United States and such countries as the United Kingdom, Sweden, India 
and others which have already recognised the People's Government of China? Will 
we be prepared to support and to accelerate the independence of Indo-China or 
Will we yield to possible pressure for the continuation of France's role in that 
area? These are only a few illustrations of modifications and adjustments which 
may be required of us in reaching settlement on outstanding crucial issues, 


Ye aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible jor opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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"Consider for a moment the free association of eoples and the free 
movement of persons, of trade and of ideas. as well as the broader European 
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community to include both Hast and West. 


"With respect to the movement of ideas and persons, how does our 
record stand at this particular moment? We know that, as a result of direct and 
of more subtle pressures, there has developed in this country a reluctance to 
speak freely on some controversial issues for fear of misconstruction and of the 
resulting public inquiries which carry incrimination, even when guilt is not 
establisted, Will public opinion in the United States become strong enough to 
repudiate irresponsible measures of inquiry and insist that subversion be opposed 
by methods which reflect our democratic traditions? 


_ "It may be fairly contended that we have not yet admitted to our own 
shores our fair proportion of the world's destitute and homeless. 


"Only a cursory reading of the Nationality and Immigration Act will 
reveal that it is exceedingly difficult and often impossible for people of Soviet 
countries - and even for people who are somewhat suspect in countries friendly 
to us = to secure visas to the United States with a view to closer relationship 
on common religious, educational, scientific and cultural endeavours, 


"In recent weeks the United States Government has refused visas to 
Mrs, Margarette Rae Luckock of Canada and Jan Dessau of France, duly accredited 
representatives of organisations in conguitative status with the Economic and 
Social Council, Refusal has been on grounds that the organisations are believed 
to be Communist dominated, All evidence that I have been able to gather points 
to the fact that the United States is wrong in this decision and has acted in 
violation of its headquarters agreement with the United Nations, The issue is 
now under negotiation but, no matter what the outcome, we have given to the 
world the impression that our borders are closed to two non-American citizens, 
even though they seek admission for activities specifically authorised by the 


Charter of the United Nations, 


"Will we be prepared for the kind of open world that we advocate? 
More immediately pertinent, is our present conduct conducive to progress towards 
that objective? 


"Jonsider also the question of disarmament, first from the standpoint 
of our ability to negotiate a treaty and then as to its content, 


"seelf President Eisenhower's goals for world peace are to be achieved, 
there seems little question that we shall have to have a considerable conversion 
~ I include the religious and the political meanings of conversion = of large 


Segments of American opinion, both within and outside the Government, We shall 


Br 7 > 


have to change some of the policies and practices which currently characterise 
our inter=national outlook and we shall have to be prepared for even more 
substantial modification in days to come..." B.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN _ British Council cf Churches Speaks on African 
Soderation 


At the meeting of the British Council of Churches held in Birmingham 
on April 21 and 22, at which the Archbishop of Canterbury presided, the follow- 
ing statement was adopted by the Council and commended to its constituent 
Churches: | 


"The British Council of Churches has throughout been concerned that 
if the scheme for Central African Federation were adopted, it should carry the 
confidence of the African people involved, Now that the scheme has been deter- 
mined, the Council records its continuing conviction of the importance of Winning 
African confidence in its working out, With a view to the achievement of a true 
partnership, which is the declared intention of the scheme, the Council urges 
early and exergetic steps to secures 


"(1) the provision, by such rapid stages as may be practicable, of 
equal educational opportunity for all races; 

"(2) the removal of any racial restrictions there may be on training 
for, and admission to, skilled employment and the professions; 

"(3) the increasing participation of Africans in local, territorial 
and federal government; 

"(4) the progressive reduction of discriminatory practices based on 
purely racial grounds," 


The Council also agreed to send a deputation to the Secretary of 
State for Commonwealth Relations and to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to reiterate its concern regarding this matter and in particular to present these 
resolutions and to seek elucidation of the powers of the British Government in 
any futvare amendement of the scheme, 


GREAT BRITAIN Persecution in Colombia Causes Anxiety 


The British Council of Churches, at its last meeting in April, re- 
solved to express its deep disquietude at the reports of the persecution of Pro- 
testants in Colombia, to which attention had been drawn by the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, 


it extended its sympathy to those who have suffered persecution and 
expressed the earnest hope that the authorities in Church and State in Colombia 
may seek an early remedy for a situation which not only brings suffering to many 
Christians but also does grievous harm to relations between Christian Churches 
and the cause of international goodwill. 


The Council instructed its officers to seek an interview with the 
Colombian Ambassador in London in order to convey to him the Council's deep 


concern in this matter, iieP,SeGeneva 
UNITED STATES The Church in Economic Life 


More than twenty leading theologians, economists, business and labour 
leaders and others are taking part in a discussion of moral problems in economic 
life in a nine-week series of network broadcasts which began on Sunday morning 
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May 3. Among those taking part in the broadcasts, on NBC's "Faith in Action" 
series on 50 stations at 9;45 (EDST) Sunday mornings, are Professor Reinhold 
Niebuhr and Professor John C, Bennett, of Union Theological Seminary, and 
Attorney Charles P, Taft, of Cincinnati, 


This nine-week series stems from a three-year research project on 
economics and Vhristian ethics that was financed by the Rockefeller Foundation 
and carried out by a study committee of the Department of Church and Eccnomic 
Life of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The work of the study committee, whose chairman is Charles P, Taft, 
resulted in a series of six volumes, "The Ethics and Economics of Society", of 
which the first two were published in 1953, A third volume is scheduled to be 
off the press in May. 


"What is Success in America?" was the title of the first broadcast 
of the series, The remaining eigi’; programmes are scheduled as follows: May 
10: "Can we be Moral and Succeed? or Morals in a Business Society" - May 17: 
"Social Responsibility or Social Control?" ~ lay 24: ‘llorals of Economics Power 
Groups" - May 31: "Shall I Splurge or Save? How can People be Moral in an 
Abundant Economy?" - June 7: "The Family Faces New Problems" - June 14: "The 
Place of the Church in Industrial Relations" - June 21: "What do we Owe to the 
Rest of the World?" - June 28: "The Responsibility of the Church in Our Time", 


E.P.SeGeneva 
SwEDEN Steps Towards Free Church Unity 


The Eight Swedish Free Church Assembly met recently in Stockholm. 
Five hundred delegates, representing local Churches of eight denominations with 
a total membership of 200,000 adult members discussed and recommended a proposed 
plan for forming a Free Church Federation, 


This plan has grown out of 35 years cf Christian fellowship and co- 
operative action, The constitution, which does not include intercommunion, aims 
at expressing unity in Christ, a common conception of the Church as a fellowship 
of believers and the willingness to stand together in common evangelistic tasks. 
The Churches and denominations remain independent as regards doctrine and church 
order, but will send delegates to an annual assembly dealing with matters of 
common interest, The executive of the Federation will be The Free Church Coun- 
cil of Sweden. The recomended plan now passes to the annual assemblies of the 
denominations for definite approval. 


One of the lectures at the eight Free Church Assembly was delivered 
by Professor Gunnar Westin of Uppsala on "The Ecumenical Situation", Prof. 
‘Westin gave a searching analysis uf the development of the ecumenical movement 
with special reference to Sweden and also stressed the many difficulties - 
especially in the local field - which face ecumenical work in our days. Prof. 
Westin concluded his address by saying, “We direct our attention to the future, 
being fully aware that the ecumenical movement marches on, We cannot dodge it. 
It demands study, and it demands action. It specially demands a spiritual out- 
look and a Christian attitude of humility, which causes each to esteem the other 
better than himself. The ecumenical issue is part of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ," 


- 
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It is probable that the following organisations will belong to the . 
new Union: The Free Baptists (2,000 members); The League of Consecration 
(4,000); The Wethodist Church (12,000); the Swedish Alliance Mission; The 
Swedish Baptist Church (38,000); ‘he Swedish Salvation Amy (2,000); The 
Swedish Mission Association (104,000); The Grebro Mission Union (205000) o/s. In 
addition to the adult members there are just under 100,000 young people in 
groups and associations, and almost 200,000 children in the Sunday Schools, 


The Archbishop of the Church of Sweden, Dr Yngve Brilioth, welcomed 
the projected union, and said that it was his specific hope that its formation 
would not lead to a deepening of the gulf between the Church of Sweden and the 
Free Church communities, but would create better conditions for co-operation in 
mutual trust "on the questions in which all Christians in our country should, 
more than ever, form a united front. I mean in particular the defence of 
religious instruction in our schools, and also the questions of national ethics 


in which we should make our voices heard together', E.P.5.Geneva 
SWITZERLAND world's YWCA Executive Committee Meeting 


The Executive Committee of the World's YWCA met at Mont-Pélerin sur 
Vevey from April 15 to 26. I1 was attended by members and official visitors 
from seventeen countries, 


As a background to its work, the Hxecutive heard reports from Com- 
mittee and staff members who have travelled recently in Africa and Asia, The 
General Secretary déscribed a visit to Korea, where the YWCA is maintaining its 
work with extraordinary courage, and endeavouring to provide housing and train~ 
ing for adolescent girls who are refugees from the war areas. It was agreed 
that an appeal should be made to YWCAs around the world to suppert this programme. 


The Mutual Service Committee - under the chairmanship of Mrs, Ba 
Baung Chain of Burma ~ reported that, at the request of the countries concerned, 
overseas staff have recently been sent, for periods of two to three years, to 
work with the YWCA in Uganda and the Gold Coast. A staff member has also been 
appointed to Surinam, in the Caribbean Area, 


Consideration was given to requests for help in developing YwCAs in 
several other areas. It was agreed that Ethiopia should be given priority among 
projects which it is hoped to begin as soon as support can be secured from a 
National Association able to provide the necessary resources in money and per- 
sonnel, | 


Approval was given for continued support of the Joint YMCA/YWCA 
Service to Displaced Persons and hefugees in Germany and Austria, and for the 
appointment of Miss Hilda Pole as World's YWCA Secretary for work with refugees 
in Jordan, in succession to Miss Margverite Speirs. 


Other decisions of the sxecutive concerned a Consultation for léaders 
of European Associations, in September 1953, a Conference of west African YWCAs 
early in 1954, and a Wembership Conference, primarily for Associations in South 
and East Asia and Australasia, in December 1954, 


. 


, 
; 
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After long discussion, a draft text of a revised Constitution was 
approved for submission to affiliated Associations, Underlying the decision to 
revise the Constitution, which has been unchanged for over thirty years, is a 
desire to provide a simpler and clearer document, in which the basis and essen-= 
tial purpose of the YWCA as an ecumenical movement may be expressed in terms that 
will be understood and accepted by the membership in all parts of the world, 


At the close of the meetings, the President, Miss Lilace Reid Barnes, 
left for South Africa to visit YWCAs in Durban, Port Elizabeth and the Transvaal 


which are affiliated to the World's Association, E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Second Church Struggle in the Hastern Zone 


_ The Berlin church information-bulletin of April 23, in an article 
with the title quoted above, writes: "The Churches of the world are aware that 
the Evangelical Church in Germany has been particularly concerned since 1945 to 
maintain its independence of all political organisations in East or West, 
Numerous ecumenical observers have visited Berlin and the German regional Churches 
to acquire valuable insights for the work of their own Churches from these 
efforts and experiences by Christians in Germany, Today they see with concern 
how Protestant youth in Eastern Germany is being described as a ‘camouflage 
organisation for warmongering, sabotage and espionage in American pay'. No 
statement is needed as to how baseless and monstrous these accusations are against 
the Junge Gemeinde in Eastern Germany; it is become evident to all that they are 
the beginning of a church struggle breaking, for the second time since 1934, over 
these parishes in the East", 


GERMANY Bishop Dibelius to the Junge Gemeinde and Their Parents 
in Kastern Germany 


The Bishop of Berlin, Dr Otto Dibelius, Chairman of the Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany, has written as follows to the members of the 
Junge Gemeinde (youth branch of the Church) and their parents: 


"The news of the persecutions which have come upon the Junge Gemeinde 
in the German Democratic Republic is running through the whole Christian world, 


It is rousing all the congregations and all the church governing bodies in 


Germany. 


"As Chairman of the supreme organ of our Protestant Church, I most 
warmly greet all you our younger brothers and sisters, And I tell you, we are 
with you, we are praying for you, and we desire to bear along with you the heavy 
burden you have to bear in following our Lord Jesus Christ. We are members of 
one body, the Junge Gemeinde and the older ones together, If one member suffers, 
all the members suffer with it, as St. Paul tells us, and if one member is honour- 
ed, all the members rejoige with it. 


"Indeed, even amid all this tribulation there is much for which we 
should be grateful. In particular, there is the fact that the Junge Gemeinde 
has acquired a genuine significance for the life of German youth. For the in- 
Significant is not persecuted, We owe that to the people who have worked faith- 
fully in the Junge Gemeinde and been living witnesses to eternal Truth, 
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"It is this Truth which has always been the cencern of the Junge 
Gemeinde, Nothing else. The accusations now levelled at it are so general, 
and sinack so much of centrally-organised propaganda, that they impress nobody, 
if there were any serious basis for criticism, it would be openly produced for 
us to investigate. For it would need to be investigated, Wwe are not without 
experience, 


"For the rest, we have confidence in your ability to defend your- 
selves should anyone introduce into your midst something alien to the Gospel and 
the following of Christ, Our thanks go to all those who, in school meetings, 
in the People's Factories, in vocational colleges and elsewhere, have borne 
valient witness to their Lord, The school-children's ineetings at which head- 
masters have made common cause with strangers against their own pupils, instead 
of standing between them and harm, are an especially dark chapter in the history 
of German education. 


"That the campaign against the Junge Gemeinde is one against the whole 
Church is evident to every eye. Anyone still in doubt as to that fact has learnt 
better from the experiences of the last few days, ‘things have reached a point 
where services have been disturbed by members of the Free German Youth movement, 
Young Pioneers have been told they should not attend Christian instruction any 
more, one attack is following another on Christian teaching, great Christian 
institutions have been commandeered, and the number of pastors, deaconesses, 
catechists and other church workers who have been arrested is rising all the 
time, All this speaks for itself, No palliation or htishing-up can conceal it - 
a new church struggle is upon us, With God's gracious help the Church will 
withstand this truggle as it did the first: its Lord is stronger than all His 
foes, 


"The work of the Junge Gemeinde goes on. I send greetings to those 
who aave kept their faith with it even in times of very great stress, To the 
others, who have yielded to constraint and Signed against their conscience and 
conviction, I say, 'God's pardoning mercy is greater than our human frailty, 

By that mercy we all c us live, But Signatures obtained under duress have no 
value in the eyes of God, You are free to act according to His word and command- 
ment, ' 


"The Junge Gemeinde is not an erganisation, and most certainly not 
an illegal one, It is part of the total Gemeinde, or community of the faithful, 
situated both in particular localities and in the Church as a whole. Nobody can 
"leavet the Junge Gemeinde, because nobody can 'tenter' it, You can only either 
take part in its functions or not take part in them. And it is the free and 
inalienable right of each individual Christian boy and girl to decide which. 


"Do not forget the wording of Article 41 in the Constitution of the 
German Damocratic Republic: ‘Every citizen shall enjoy full liberty of belief 
and conscience, The Republic shall ensure that all religions be’ practised 
Without let or hindrance, No inst#.tutions belonging to religious bodies, nor 
religious practices, nor religious instruction shall be misused for ends hostile 
to the Constitution or connected with party politics, The right of religious 
bodies shall notwithstending remain uncontested to adopt their own point of view 
in regard to the vital affairs of the nation,! 


jm at 
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"The first clause is the legal basis for the Junge Gemeinde, As for 
the second, it requires proof that your Junge Gemeinde - not some youth branch 
of some church somewhere or other, but your own Junge Gemeinde - has allowed it- 
self to be misused for ends hostile to the Constitution or connected with party 
politics, And that proof will not be forthcoming either, The last clauce is 
your justification if anyone makes it a reproach to you that Junge Gemeinde 
meetings have dealt with general questions of human existence, 


"God knows you may have a good conscience} 


"But to the parents I say this. I know how hard it is for you to 
have to look on while your children are victimised for the sake of the faith, 
and how natural it is to want to protect them from further persecution, I 
experienced all this myself with my own children in the first church struggle. 
But bear in mind that nothing will bring your children in later life so much 
confidence as the fact that they stood by their Church when they were little, 
Above all, bear in mind that a clear conscience is better than a smooth path 
through life, It is written, What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? But our Church, you may be sure, will do all that 
lies in its power to help those now suffering oppression for the sake of their 
faith, 


"God takes His Church often enough into ways that we men find it hard 
to understand. But it is the two-thousand-year-old experience of the Church 
that His ways are just and true, and that the brightness of His blessing lies 
especially upon the dark hours, That makes us glad and confident. That gives 
us strength to remain firm and joyful even when we are reviled and persecuted. 


"To the grace of God I commend you and your children. To it I commend 


our whole Evangelical Church’, BeP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY From a Pastoral letter to the Frovince of Saxony 


On April 28 the contents were made public of a letter written by the 
Bishop of Saxony, Dr Ludolf MiiLler, to the parishes of that province, with 
instructions that it be read out from the pulpit. We reproduce the following: 


"I consider it necessary to say to our parishes that today is once 
more a time of emergency for our Church, Our Junge Gemeinde, which we regard 
with particular affection, is being most openly assailed, as though it were an 
illegal ard treasonable organisation, and its meetings, retreats and conferences 
checked or forbidden, In addition, a great malaise has arisen all over our 
Church by the introduction of regulations demanding the police registration and 
approval of all church functions apart from regular services of worship. Evan- 
gelism, Bible study, dramatic work and similar gatherings, quite obviously in- 
tended purely for the proclamation of the Word of God, are affected: their 
organisers are liable to punishment, and in mariy places there are difficulties 
even about arranging church functions in private hovses, Even such an important 
event, held now for more than cighty years and known all over the Protestant 
world, as the Missien Congress in Halle, is forvidden, On top of all these 
interferences there is the struggle for bare existence which is threatening with 
the worst so many members of our parishes, especially in the country, and which 
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has resulted in large numbers of them, under the severe pressure from both with- 
out and within, seeing their only salvation in flight. Many faithful members of 
our parishes, and many responsible workers in our church organisations and groups, 
are among them,!! 


He does not, the Bishop goes on, say all this merely in order to 
complain, "That I cannot do, if only because I know that ever since our Lordts 
Passion it has been the will of God that His people should suffer. Where we are 
obliged to demand the observance of the rights guaranteed to the Church under 
the Constitution and existing laws of the German Democratic Republic, we do so 
directly of those in authority. But when I speak to you, the Protestant parishes, 
I do it in order to tell you very seriously what you should do when you realise 
the predicament of the Church and the constraint of conscience of countless 
people in our midst, There are three things you should do = hold together yet 
more firmly in the service of your Church, cease not to call upon God in your 
distress, and, finally, pray to Him to foster among you that spirit of love in 


which people carry one another's burdens,'! HeP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Probst Grliber's Retort 


In a placard posted on the board outside the Marienkirche in East 
Berlin, Probst Griiber, the Evangelical Church's delegate to the East German 
Government, on April 30 protested against "the disgrace of Pastor Reinhold George, 
now under arrest", who has been accused by the idinistry of the Interior of act- 
ing as an "agent" to exploit young Christians for "the dissemination of inflam- 
matory papers", Pastor George was arrested several weeks ago by the State 
Security Service as he was standing in the middle of a group of young people just 
in front of the Marienkirche, So far the Church has not been able to learn any- 
thing of his whereabouts, 


Propst Grilber's notice has caused a considerable stir, "In the name 
of the church council of St, Nicholas and St, Mary", he declared, "I am telling 
the members - particularly the young members — of our parish what libels are being 
published by official quarters in all the papers concerning our Pastor George. 
All we can say in answer to these statements is, ‘Draw it mild!t All of us who 
know him must see the importance of bringing these things home to all church 
members, that they may realise how this church struggle is being forced upon us, 
We ourselves can only testify that we accept with . good courage the challenge 
hurled at us. It may be that even greater sacrifices will be demanded of pastors 
and parishes than in the first church struggle: thesetoo we will make with a 
good courage as we did twenty years ago. We know one thing only, that we shall 
Withstand this fight too, and that it will not be twelve years before it comes 
to an end. We ask all members to intercede unceasingly for Pastor George, and 
for all those under arrest. With him we confess our faith in the watchword of 
the year, ‘Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hathgreat recompense 
of reward! ," 

An Associated Press dated May 2 states that the Marienkirche has been 
cut off by a police cordon, so that churchgoers have no chance to go near its 
door, &.P.S.Geneva 
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GERMANY Misrepresentation of the 


Church 

The Ministry of the Interior of the Bast German Government has 
issued a circular letter to all Protestant pastors in dastern Germany (to be 
delivered personally by Government representatives, and a receipt demanded) 
summoning them to "refrain once and for all from contact with dissembling, mis- 
chief-making and anti-national elements, and to agree to support unequivocally 
all efforts and forces seeking the maintenance of peace and the democratic re- 
unification of Germany", 


Heference is made, among other things, to "the abuse of Christian 
piety and of the Protestant faith by hypocritical manoeuvres on the part of 
American and German warmongers", and to the Essen Kirchentag (Rally) in 1952, 
at which speeches were made appealing for help for refugees from the Soviet 
Zone, The letter says that among those present at the Kirchentag were people 
"only too well known to the peace~loving German people as Fascist war criminals 
and warmongers", and among others mentions by name Oberkirchenrat shlers, the 
Speaker of the Federal Assembly in Bonn, Mention need only be made, it goes on, 
of "the forces working in the background of what was supposed to be a non- 
political religious congress! to show that "it was not Protestant piety or 
Christian charity that was the theme and aim of all the demonstrations and 
appeals", Hence the demand that the pastors give the undertaking described, 


B.P.S Geneva 
GERAANY : Church Leaders Approach Authorities 
SO eR a nee eee een rn EI 


At the end of April, Propst Heinrich Griiber, the Evangelical Church's 
delegate to the Hast German Government, submitted to the Chairman of the Soviet 
Control Commission, General Chuikov, a letter of protest from the Bishops of the 
Evangelical Church against anti-ecclesiastical measures, particularly the per- 
secution of church members. General Chuikov was requested to intervene. No 
answer from him has so far been received, 


Dr, Martin Niemoller is drawing the attention of Archbishop Boris, 
the Russian Orthodox Archbishop in Karlshorst, to the sufferings of the Church 


in the German Democratic Republic. E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Dr. Visser 't Hooft in Bonn 


Dr Visser 't Hooft recently addressed the Kirchentag (Church Rally) 
group of deputies to the German Federal Assembly on the nature and tasks of the 
ecumenical movement, The chief concepts in ecumenical work he listed as being 
discussion, solidarity, service and witness, In the discussion that followed, 
the questions dealt with included the refugee problem, the race problem, the 
relation of the ecumenical movement to the States and Churches of the Eastern 
bloc, and the basic question of the relativity of the political element, The 
evening was arranged by Dr Reinold von Thadden-Trieflaff, President of the 
Kirchentag, i. P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN The Church of England and the Scandinavian 
Churches 


The relations of the Church of England and the Seandinavian Churches 
were discussed in the Upper House of the Canterbury Convocation, held recently. 


; The subject was introduced by the Bishop of Chichester (Dr.Bell) upon a 
report entitled "The Church of England and the Churches of Norway, Denmark, and 
Iceland" arising oyt of a conference held at Oslo, He said that it was not easy 

| to bring the conference into existence as there was nervousness on the part of 

| the Danish and Norwegian Churches lest there should be some compromise of their 

Reformation doctrine and teaching concerning the Church and the Ministry. They 

were not willing to consent to any proposal which would throw doubt on the 

episcopal ministry as they themselves held it, 


Eventually, after a discussion taken in committee, the House passed the 
resolution in an amended form suggested by the Bishop of Exeter: "That baptised 
and communicant members of the Churches of Norway, Denmark, and Iceland when in 
England, and cut off from the ministration of their own Churches, are to be 


welcomed to receive Holy Communion in the Church of England", E.P.S. Geneva 
INDONESIA Moslems on Indonesian Democracy 


At a five-day Indonesian Moslem Congress in Medan (Sumatra) in mid-April, 
520 lay delegates from throughout the nation declared that Indonesian democracy 
must be in accordance with the laws of Islam, that all law should be based on 
the Koran, and that the President of Indonesia should be a Moslem. 


Insmullah Khan, Secretary of the World Moslem Conference, said that he 
favoured an Islamic State for the Indonesian Republic, but that this does not 
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mean a theocracy. A trus Islamic state, he said, allowed freedom cf worship, 
"All non-Moslems in the same domicile enjoy equal rights wit: Moslems", ne said. 
Bo P.S.Geneva 


INDONESTA Christians on Democracy 


"We Christians, together with other communities and groups, have con- 
sclously struggled for independence since August 17, 1945. There is but one 
nation for which we fight, the Republic of Indonesia, which inoludes all popul- 
ation groups and the various religions of the lands", said the Minister of 
Health Dr J, Leimena, at the Protestant Conference held on April 16 at Djakarta. 


This leader of the Parkindo (Protestant Party) continued: We did not 
know of a communist, socialist, or Islamic state during proclamation dara. 
only the state of Indonesia, The Christian community, considered from the 
religious standpoint, is a minority group, but from the politicalejudicial 
standpoint, it is an essential part of the Indonesian people, I do not want to 
discuss the question of an Islamic or a national state, but in the interest of 
national unity I want to appeal to all to return to the spirit of the Proclama- 
tion of August 17, 1945. We want a state for all population groups and reli- 
gions, a judicial. state in which the basic rights of man are respected, a demo- 
cratic state and a state in which all religions may exist freely, with the same 


responsibilities for the maintenance of the nation", H,P.S.Geneva 
INDONESTA A Christian Appointed Ambassador to Peking 


The Minister of Information of the Indonesian Government, Mr, Arnold 
Mononuto, has been named first Ambassador of Indonesia to Peking. lir, Mononuto, 
one of the leaders of the nation since the proclamation of Independence in 
1945, is a native of Minahasa, an area which is 90% Christian, He is a member 


of the Nationalist Party, B.P.5,Geneva 
INDIA Reorganisation of the National Christian 
Council 


The meeting of the National Christian Council Executive Committee, held 
at Nagpur from March 10 to 12, received fourteen committee reports, Among 
these reports, one of the most important was the report of the Commission on 
the Nature and Future of the National Council and the Provincial Councils. 


After minor amendments this was finally approved ans is now sent to the 
Triennial meeting of the Council for its action, "The approval of the recommenda- 
oOo 


tions made by the Commission's report would mean some minor changes in the 


Constitution, but some important and far reaching changes in the organisation 
of the work cf the Council", writes the "National Christian Council Review'! 
(April 1953). 


"The main features of the recommendations on re-organisation are as 
follows: Effort would be made to strengthen the Provincial Christian Councils 
with the help of two N.C.C. Secretaries to be located respectively in the North 
and the South. The work of some of the present comnittees would deve? “e 
on the Provincial Christians Councsils,., The central Secretariat of three 
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members at the headquarters would continue to promote the work of such depart- 
ments as Adult Literacy, Christian. Home, Yowth, Women's work, Economic Life, 
Work among the Handicapped at the Provincial level without having to handle 
committees and administration at the centre,,, 


"The Constitution, if amended,would enable other Christian organisations, 
such as the Bible Society, the Y.ui.C.A., the Y.:..C.A. and the 1.5.S5.U. to 
membership on a concessional affiliation fee, 


"The Constitution would also clearly enunciate the principle 'that the 
Church is central in the Christian enterprise, the local congregation is basic 


to its life and witness, and evangelism is its primary task',"  E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Christian Schools Service 103,000 Japanese Youth 


According to "Japan Christian Activity News", published by the Commis- 
sion on Public Relations of the National Christian Council of Japan (ilay 2953) 
this spring 72 Christian schools opened the doors of their nearly 200 depart-— 
ments to 103,000 students to continue the tradition of Christian education in 
Japan. All of these schools are filled to capacity. 


Though the secular curriculum and standards of these Christian schools 
are the same as the government schocls, their religious programme distinguishes 
them. Through regular chapel services, a programme of worship designed to 
provide an understanding of the Christian faith is given, Bible study, in 
most of the high schools, is held one hour a week as part of the required 
curriculum, As long as the schools meet the required standards of the Ministry 
of Education, they are free to add any religious training they wish. 


The total student body of these 72 schools is only about 18 per cent 
Christian and one of the current programmes of these schools is to draw the 
students into a closer affiliation with the local churches and their programmes 
so that they will feel their identity with the Christian Church, not just with 


a school which they attended for a few years of their lives. B.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Archbishop of York's Visit to Istanbul 


The Archbishop of York, in his address to the York Convocation, spoke 

about the good relations between the Church of Hngland and the Orthodox 
Churches of the East, "I have visited the Oecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul", 
he said, "ZI have always been most anxious to encourage friendly relationships, 
between the Anglican and the Orthodox Churches, and, with this in view, I have 
been able to visit at different times the Patriarchs of Jerusalem, Alexandria 

and Moscow, as well as other Orthodox bishops. It was thus with special satis- 
faction bat I was able to visit the Patriarch who holds the highest position 
in the Orthodox tae ie 


"The Patriarch assured me of his good will to our Church, and his eager- 
hess to co-operate with us. The Church of England", said the Archbishop, "has 
much in common with the Hastern Churches, With them we have been greatly in- 
fluenced by the Greek Fathers; with “them we avoid over-rigidity of definition; 
and with them we repudiate the claims of the Pope of Rome, 
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"It would be wrong to imagine that there is any likelihood of reunion, or 
even full communion, with the Orthodox Churches in the near future, but our 
ties of friendship with them are real. In special cases, we are allowed to 
minister spiritually to their people, and they are ready to do the same for us. 
Our bishops receive an honoured place if they attend the Greekliturgy; and we 
show the same respect to the Orthodox prelates who may visit us", E.P.S.Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Baptists on Church Relations 


A special committee of the Council of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 

and Ireland has published a report on "Church Relations in England", which 

gives the Baptists! reaction to a pamphlet of the same name which was published 
in 1950 by a Joint Committee made up of representatives of the Church of England 
and the Free Churches, where the Joint Committee had said that all Free Churches 
parties "acknowledged the apostolic faith as contained in the Scriptures and 
expressed in the Apostles! and Nicene Creed", The present report pointed out 
that Baptists are among those who object to formal subscriptions to creeds, 


The main difficulty remains the question of episcopacy, Pointing out 
that the earlier report had related inter-communion with episcopacy, the 
Baptists' committee said "The claims commonly made for episcopacy are, in our 
judgment, not proved. They cannot be substantiated from the New Testament; 
nor, as we think, are they borne out by Church history. The episcopate has not 
preserved either the unity or the continuity of the Church, The continuity of 
the Church, as it seems to us, is a continuity of life in Christ, brought into 
being by the proclamation of the Word and by steadfast continuance ‘in the 
Apostles' doctrine and fellowship and in the breaking of bread, and in prayer!; 
It does not depend on the doubtful continuity of a ministerial succession 
Supposed to reach back to the Apostles, 


"Rather than stress exclusively some one form of church order, we feel 
bound to put the emphasis on the continuing activity of the Holy Spirit manifest- 
ed throughout the Body of Christ, on the spiritual life and service shown by 
Christians in all ages and in all sections of the Church, "! 


The report further indicated that Baptists consider ordination "a function 
of the whole Church acting through the fellowship of the local Church. To say 
that someone must of necessity by virtue of his office take part-in such an 
ordination service, because if he does not there will be no regular or proper 
ordination, would be to introduce a new and alien element, a legalistic and 
coercive element into our Church life," 


The report also stressed that among Baptists the administration of the 
Sacraments was committed to those called by the local Church, and not ex- 
clusively to an ordained minister, The report also stated that Baptists did 
not consider their Church order rigid or unalterable and that they might be 
ready to introduce other changes. E.P.S.Geneva 
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European Consultation on Church Youth Work 


"The Church as Adventurd'was the keynote of the Consultation of Huropean 
Youth Leaders held jointly by the Youth Department of the World Council of 
Churches and the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, April 27-May 2. It was attend- 
ed by twenty European Youth workers. 


The Consultation was called because of the fact that in nearly all 
Churches, of children baptised and confirmed in the Church or attending Sunday 
School, only a small proportion go on to active membership in the Church or its 
youth movements. 


According to the picture given by the Rev, J. Lochard of France, young 
people look wistfully to the Church, but turn away from it because they see, 
not the power of God, but the conservatism of social patterns and customs, and 
a false security among those who find in the Church a shelter from the world, 


Pastor van Bruggen, a student pastor from Holland, portrayed Youth as 
essentially lonely ~ unrelated to the past, unsure about the future, In this 
Situation, he said, the Church cannot advise but can only stand by the young 
people as they find their own way to reality, 


From England, the Kev, E, Patey spoke of the conviction in the Church of 
England that the community life of the Church must be centred in worship and 
related to the world. He described the groWing practice of the parish communion 
followed by breakfast, and a week-day parish meeting where the wide life of the 
Church and the world was discussed, and became the raw material of the Sunday 
intercessions, Young people, he said, took their place very happily in this 
form of church life, 


A report summarised the findings of the Commissions under the headings 
of: "The Adventure of Living Together": The Church should show forth the 
power of the Holy Spirit as it brings into unity those who are otherwise divid- 
ed, "The Adventure of Making Experiments'!: - even the experiment of allowing 
youth to make mistakes, "Tle Adventure of Discovering New Truths!: - in the 
Bible and Christian doctrine, in facts concerning the world of today, and in 
the knowledge of God in worship. 


To a Church thus living in obedience to Christ by the power of the 


Spirit, young people will turn withhope and expectancy, E.P.o,Geneva 
GERMANY Church Struggle in Eastern Zone 


The Church's Right to Preach Freely 

The Bishop of Berlin, Dr, 0. Dibelius, on Sunday, May 4, protested in 
his crowded Marienkirche, in the East sector of Berlin, against the attempt now 
being made to limit the preaching of the Church. He declared that "considering 
what we are going through", he felt he should make reference to the constitu- 
tion of the German Democratic Republic, in which it was stated that the right 
of religious bodies to hold their own opinions concerning questions of public 
affairs was uncontested, ‘We do not ask any modern State to confess its ad- 
herence to the truth of the Gospel, We are agreed that it shall be left to 
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every citizen to decide whether he confess such adherence or not. This free- 
dom is guaranteed, and we claim the right to judge the vital problems affect- 
ing the German people from the standpoint of the Gospel, and to speak concern- 
ing them to everyone,!! 


The Bishop went on to say that the preaching of the Church had nothing ! 
to do with the type of propaganda that simply went on saying something until | 
everyone believed it to be the truth, This was the kind of method by which : 
Protestant pastors were being "unmasked as sinister characters who abuse un- 
fortunates on the dole and allow themselves to be used as political agents", 

The Church did not meet any propaganda with counter=propaganda, It did not 
take the battle it would have to fight, or the hatred of people for it, easily 
or lightly, for it knew that such people could do it great harm, "Yet no 
human constraint can take from Christians their freedom as children of Stale ee 


Bishop Dibelius Lodges Complaint 

Bishop Dibelius on April 30, acting in his c pacity as Chairman of the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, lodged a formal complaint and 
demand for damages with the Public Prosecutor of the German Democratic Republic 
against the periodical published by the Central Committee of the Free German 
Youth movement, "Junge Welt", for incessant calumniation of the Junge Gemeinde 
(youth branch of the Church), 


The Evangelical Consistory of Berlin and Brandenburg asscciated itself 
with this step, 


Junge Gemeinde Once More "Unmasked! 


"Junge Welt" in its issue of May 7 publishes fresh attacks on church 
youth work in the German Democratic Republic. "Unmistakable facts", it writes, 
have shown that members of the Junge Gemeinde have come to be known by their 
"methods of murder and agitation", Mentioned as being "schools for agents" are 
Schloss Mansfeld, the Pfeiffer Foundations and the Neinstedt Institution (see 
EPS No. 16), Pastors George,Hoffmann and Hamel, and other church leaders now 
under arrest, are once more accused of political espionage, "Junge Welt" 
finally applauds the attitude adopted in the matser by the Minister of the 
interior, and observes, "There will not and cannot be freedom of action for 
people who spread and support the general war cartel, and are thus enemies of 
the German nation.!! 


Bishop Witzenheim Writes to the Youth of Thuringia 

The Bishop of Thuringia, Dr Mitzenheim, has written a letter to be read 
out in all the parishes of the province, in which he adduces proof of the 
legality of the Junge Gemeinde, It is not,he says, an organisation, but "an 
arrangement of the Church for its service to those of its young people who have 
been confirmed", The attempts of the Church to get the daily Press to retract 
its false accusations have been unsuccessful, as have repeated appeals for the 
constitutional protection of the law for the oppressed youth of the Church. 
As the "Thiiringisches Sonntagsblatt" has been prohibited, owing to an article 


‘setting forth the true state of affairs in church youth work, the Bishop has, 


he says, only one way left, that of thus writing to the parishes, 
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"Let not yourselves be led astray by threats", he exhorts them, "Do not 
act from fear, Draw strength from the Word of God, and stand fast by the Lord's 
Table, He who carries his burden with his eyes lifted up to the Crucified One 
is blessed by God, He is preserved from hatred and bitterness, even if ill be- 
fal him. He is forgiving, and maintains a good courage", Parents are called 
upon to support theirchildren and strengthen them in their religious beliefs. 
The letter ends by asking the parishes to bring it home to young people that 
they are not alone. 


When will the German Evangelical Synod Meet in Berlin? 


The Synod of Hesse-Nessau, meeting in Frankfurt, on liay 8, adopted the 
following resolution: 


"The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany at its meeting in Elbinge- 
rode, on October 13, 1952, appealed to the prime ministers of the four Great 
Powers to end the increasing mortal peril of the German population by an order- 
ed peace... In the meantime, the agony of the German people has grown yet 
greater through the intolerable oppression of many millions cf people in the 
German Democratic Republic, The unjustifiable campaign against active members 
of the Evangelical Church is a terrifying sign of the extent of the persecu- 
tion, The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Hesse-Nassau asks the Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany to appeal afresh to the consciences of the 
consciences of the statesmen responsible, and to continue stressing that with- 
out the reunion of the separated halves of Germany into one people, able to 
live in freedom according to its faith and convictions, the emergency cannot be 
done away with. For this reason the Synod asks the Evangelical Church in Germany 
to examine the question as to when the Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, the one visible link binding all Germany together, can be convened to 
meet in Berlin", 8 


Dr Niemoller Visits the Russian Ambassador 

President Niemoller had a conversation on May 9 with Mr, Judin, the 
Soviet Ambassador. Before he left Frankfurt by air for Berlin, Dr Niemoller 
told the Synod of the Province of Hesse-Nassau that "it would certainly not be 
true to say that all efforts to discuss matters with leading Russian represent- 
atives are bound to be unsuccessful." Hope must not be abandoned in the peace 


problem, for if it were it would be impossible to carry on any activity at all, 


"Even today God still performs miracles by His Word," B.P.5.Geneva 
BULGARIA : Fatriarch's Election Prepared 


The Orthodox Church of Bulgaria is preparing for the election of a 
Patriarch, There was no patriarchate in Bulgaria since 1393, "Zrkoven Vestnik", 
the organ of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, in its issue of April 21 states 
that the necessary preliminaries have already been begun. The election takes 
place at the Synod's headquarters, and the Patriarch elected will be solemnly 
enthroned in the Cathedral of St, Alexander Nevsky. B.P.S.Geneva 
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SCOTLAND ‘Churchts Warning on Central African Developments 


Reference to the proposed Central African Federation (see EPS No. 19) 
and Mau Mau terrorism in Kenya is made in the report which the foreign mission 
committee of the Church of Scotland has prepared for submission to the next 
General Assembly in Edinburgh, 


"Those who advocate the imposition of federation in Central Africa", the 
committee states, "should note the reports of missionaries who speak of the situa- 
tion even in remote and backward areas as potentially dangerous. The feeling 
against federation has been strong enough to exress itself on a quasi-national 
‘scale, Tribes and families which were divided and jealous of each other have 
joined together. Educated Africans on the one hand and villagers and chiefs on 
‘the other have made a common front. 


Within limits a new political settlement can be imposed and economic 
arrangements can be reached by bribes or bargains, but racial partnership is 
@ssentially a fruit of the spirit." 


On the’ subject of Mau Mau, the committee states that it is a dangerous 
Simplification to class the Mau lau movement as a racial conflict, Referring to 
‘the demands of the militant European group in Africa, the committee states that 
‘this effort to take adventage of the situation in order to get control can only 
intensify racial feeling and alicnai« the loyalists among all African people, in- 
cluding the Kikuyu. fi.eP.S.eGeneva | 
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SOUTH AFRICA Keumenical Duty of the Dutch Reformed 
eee Churches 


The Federal Council of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (Dutch Reform- 
ed) of South Africa held its annual meeting on April 22, 1953. 


In his opening speech Dr A.J. van der Merwe, Moderator of the Synod of 
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk in the Cape Province, considered the ecumen- 
ical movement and urged the Churches to respond to this great challenge which 
Was developing throughout Christendom. "Instead of spending so much time and 
energy in stressing points of difference between us", he said, "we would see 
that time has now come to stress primarily our points of contact and common 
ground, For the Church needs urgently to build a common front in the world, 
against the forces of unbelief and indifference... 


"Our qvestion in respect to other Churches should be in the first place, 
not whether they are good enough or orthodox enough for us, but whether we 
possess a spiritual life deep enough to take part in such a world-wide manifest-— 
ation of the unity of the Church of Christ," 


Dr van der Merwe applied the idea of unity in diversity to racial con- 
flicts in South Africa, He emphasised that the federated Nederduitse Gerefor- 
meerde Churches did not intend to abandon the well-established missionary policy 


of distinctly separate Churches for the different racial groups. Such an arrange~ 


ment, he said, had been conducive to peace and understanding in the Church. 
Organisational intermingling of the two church groups, European and non-European, 
would certainly have led to much greater strife and division than existed at 
presente,. But at the same time, our ecumenical duty called us, European and 
non-European members of the same Church, to greater spiritual unity. Separate 
Churches with separate membership would be retained, But there should be pro- 
gressively more opportunity for contact and intimate co-operation between the 
two sections of the Church, 


The Moderator of the Transvaal Synod of the federated Nederduitse Gere- 
formeerde Churches, the Rev, C.B. Brink, writes in "Die Kerkbode" (May 1953) 
that "our federated Churches have not always been able to. avoid giving the im- 
pression that we were dependent on State policy on race matters in our policy on 
missions,.. The Afrikaans-speaking people are against social and racial inter- 
mingling, but there should be personal contact. We need opportunities of show- 
ing our unity as forgiven sinrers before the Lord, We shall retain our racial 
and cultural identity. But the guarantee of our identity cannot be the inherent 
aversion of the White against racial mixture, nor the natural pride of the Bantu, 
hut the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, by which we are so strengthened 
that each one of us will continually accept responsibility before God for what 


we do and what we are..." . E.P.S. Geneva 
BULGARIA ~° : Bulgarian Patriarchate Re-established 


An event of historical importance in the life of the Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church took place on May 8-10 in Sofia, A National Church Council, summoned by 
the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, discussed the following points: 
1) Amendment of the present constitution of the Church; 2) Election of a 
Supreme Church Council; 3) Election of a Patriarch. 
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The Council was attended by 107 delegates, representing the clergy and 
laity, and by representatives of various Urthodox Churches. The following 
guests were present: Grigory, Metropolitan of Leningrad; Pitirim, Archbishop 
of Minsk and Bielorussia, and Archpriest Mikhail Chub of the Moscow Patriarchate; 
Patriarch Justinian, Metropolitan Firmilian, Bishop Theoctist, Archpriest 
Ionescu and Dr Ovidiu Marina of the Rumanian Church; Bishop Gabriel of the 
Georgian Church; Metropolitan Gabriel, Archpriest Nikolaj Lenczewski and Arch- 
priest Nikolaj Niekbuchowski of the Polish Church; Metropolitan Kleuthery, 
Bishop Methodius and Archpriest Chudis of the Czechoslovak Orthodox Church, and 
Archimandrite Basil Samaha of the Patriarchate of Antioch, The Oecumenical 
Patriarchate and the Serbian Orthodox Church were not represented, 


The Council elected as Patriarch Bishop Kiril, Metropolitan of Plovdiv. 
He was consecrated Bishop in 1936 and became Metropolitan of Plovdiv in 1938, 
He studied theology at Belgrade Theological Faculty and at Cernauti, where he 
obtained his doctorate in church history, Patriarch Kiril is the author of im- 
portant studies in the history of the 19th century Bulgarian Renaisance, He has 
held the post of locum tenens of the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church 
Since January 1951, As Patriarch he becomes automatically Metropolitan of Sofia, 


By electing a Patriarch the Bulgarian Orthodox Church regains the status 
of which it was deprived shortly after 1393 when Bulgaria was conquered by the 
furks, her Patriarch, Evthimy, exiled, and the Church brought under the juris- 
diction of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, This arrangement lasted until 
1870, when the Bulgarian Church became autocephalous but remained under the 
nominal canonical supervision of Constantinople. The election of the Patriarch 
means:athat the last vestige of any canonical dependence of the Bulgarian 


Orthodox Church on Constantinople is severed, BeP.sSe Geneva 
NORWAY 800th Anniversary of First Norwegian Archbishopric 


Guests from many countries will converge on Trondheim on July 28 and 295 
to participate in the 800th anniversary of the founding of the first archbishop- 
ric in Norway in 1153. Guests will include the Archbishop of Sweden, the Arch- 
bishop of Finland, the Bishops of Lund, Hernosand, and Iceland; the Archbishop 
of Canterbury will be represented by the Bishop of London, The meeting will 
also be attended by the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, President Aasgaard 
of the Evangelical lutheran Church in the U.S.A., the Bishop of Sodor and Man, 
the Danish Secretary of State for Ecclesiastical Affairs, the Provost of the 
Faroe Islands, the Provost of Greenland and the Dean of the Theological Faculty 
at the University of Copenhagen. Other guests will include the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Lutheran Federation led by its President Bishop Lilje and 
Vice-President Dr Franklin C, Fry, and Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of 
the World Council of Churches. 


The jubilee will also be attended by King Haakon of Norway and Crown 
Prince Olav, as well as other Government and Church leaders, 


The celebratién commemorates the consecration of the first Archbishop 
of Norway by Cardinal Nicholas Breakspeare, of England (the later Pope Hadrian 
IV). The Cardinal had visited Norway in 1152 with the authorisation to establish 
an archbishopric, before this time, Norway had been under the jurisdiction of 


| 
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the Archbishop of Lund, who lived in Denmark, The new see, called the Arch- 
bishopric of Nidaros, included Norway, Iceland, the Faroe Islands, the Orkneys, 
the Isle of Man and Greenland, 


Since the Reformation time Norway has had no archbishop, The reason 
for the commemoration of the event therefore is not that it created a new 
hierarchical structure but that from that day on Norway was a separate church 
province and led its own church life, The event of 1153 had a profound effect 
upon the development of church life in Norway and during the succeeding centuries 
greatly influenced the political and cultural life of the country as well, 


E.P.S.Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND Church Statistics 


The census figures for the period 1945-1951 have just been rebased in 
New Zealand, The total population grew from 1,702,298 to 1,939,472, an increase 
of 13.9%. The figures for the Churches are as follows: 


1945 1951 % increase % of populs 
Church of England 634, 364 726, 626 14.6 37.5 
Presbyterian Church 326, 602 446, 333 i. 23 
Roman Catholic Church 230.819 264, 555 14.6 13.5 
Methodist Church 137,755 156,077 does 8 
Baptist Church Aly oo 51, 518 14,5 eG 
Salvation Army 13, 300 .13,607 ose. ~o7 
Brethren 18,868 21, 398 13.4 Tea: 
Church of Christ 11, 346 | 11, 937 5.2 a 
These figures include both European and Maori population. The latter 
is approximately 120,000. E.P.S.Geneva 


Bible Society Production 


During the year 1952, the British and Foreign Bible Society published 
23392,407 volumes of the Scriptures, The number of complete Bibles put out 
reaches the total of 1,006,301. There were also 768,906 New Testaments and 
617,000 Portions or particular books of the Bible, 


The Society publishes also in Australia, Canada, South Africa, Burma, 
Egypt and Hongkong. The production in these countries each year roughly equals 
that of the British output. 


In all, the Translations Department of the Society is dealing in over 
e201 languages at the present time, (It has published Scriptures in over 800), 
Of these 49 are tongues in which no portions of the Bible have hitherto appear- 
ed, Thirty New Testaments have been prepared and will appear for the first time; 
thirty-four translations of the complete Bible and 59 revisions, 


Some of the complete Bibles (appearing for the first time) are: Bemba 
(N,Rhodesia); Brass Ijo (Nigeria); Duala (S.W, Cameroons); ILwo (N.#.Victoria 
Nyanza); Ndonga (S.W.Africa); Ndan (S,Rhodesia); Ngala (Belgian Congo); Nupe 
(Nigeria); Ruanda (Victoria Nyanza and Lake Tanganyika); Tigrynia (Eritrea); 
Cambodia (Indochina); Marova (Solomon Islands), E.P...Geneva 
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GERMANY The Council of the German Church on the Persecution 
ee 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, the supreme body of 
the German Church, meeting in Berlin on May 11, adopted the following message 
to be sent to all Protestant parishes in Germany: 


"In the east of our country, materialistic philosophy has for some time 
been promoted by force in all areas of life, especially in the new materialistic 
‘confessional schools', This has meant much trouble for Protestant consciences. 
Now hostility to the Christian faith has broken out openly, It has begun with 
the persecution of the youth branch of the Church, the Junge Gemeinde, 

"In People's factories and elsewhere, particularly in high schools, young 
church members have been faced with the charge that the Junge Gemeinde is an 
illegal organisation which has increasingly allowed itself to be drawn into a 
position of hostility to the State, under the influence of Western agents and 
the League of German Youth, They have been told that anyone refusing to sever 
his connection with the Junge Gemeinde will no longer be tolerated in his school 
or professional training programme, Many young people have succumbed to such 
terrorism. But others have held fast, and as a result have had to leave their 
schools or other training establishments. ; 


"Similar measures: have been taken against the student parishes. In addi- 
tion, five large church institutions and several smaller ones have been taken 
over, A considerable number of pastors and other church workers have been 
arrested, Threats are continually being aimed at Protestants who remain true 
to their Church. They are all now suffering what countless of their predecessors 
suffered, But they suffer because of their faith. 


"The Council of the Evangelical Church, acknowledging its responsibility 
for Protestant Christians throughout our country, follows these proceedings with 
profound sorrow and with great anxiety for our German people. We know that 
nothing can help them but the very Gospel which is being so bitterly attacked, 
it alone guarantees the inner freedom which makes man, man. It alone provides 
the roots for true moral strength, It alone makes possible the maintaining of 
true fellowship among people of different outlooks, 


“We can do no more than call upon all members of our churches to hold 
steadfast to their faith in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in the face cf 
this new attack by anti-Christian forces, 


"To our members in the German Democratic Republic we say, Do not lose 
trust; let us stand together confessing this truth of Scripture, 'h=re is the 
patience and faith of the saints,! we ask especially our younger members to 
cleave to the Lord Jesus Christ and His Church and to have no fear, For it is 
written 'The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?! 

A true confession is richly and abundantly blessed, both on earth and in eternity. 
Furthermore do not cease to pray for those who persecute you and despitefully 
use you. 
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"To our Churches in the western part of the country we say, Give to your 
suffering brothers and sisters in the east the support of your prayers and your 
offerings. Help them to triumph, When the Gospel is at stake, no sacrifice can 
be too great for us. As in the days of the Apostles, hands must work and hearts 
be opened in churches which have so far been spared special suffering, that 
brothers and sisters under persecution may be helped, 


"The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ strikes ever anew at the enmity of 
the world, God it is Who grants the anti-Christian forces so great a freedom. 
But God it is, too, who has sent among us one greater than them all, By His 
Cross and Resurrection, Jesus Christ has overcome the world. In obedience to 
Him faith finds support.Through suffering, kept free from wrath and bitterness, 
is the victory of Christ made manifest, 


"The Church of Christ, renewed through suffering, cannot be destroyed. 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ," 


EH. Peo Geneva 
GERMANY Arrest of a Pastor in Chemnitz 


Pastor Arthur MUtze, of Chemnitz, a member of the Synod of the Evangel- 
ical Church in Germany, and President of the Gnadau League of Fellowship for 
_ the Province of Saxony, has been arrested, ‘The League of Fellowship for the 
Province of Saxony is noted for its exclusive devotion to the fostering of 
the Christian life within the Churches of the Lander of Germany, E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY Dr von Thadden Writes to the East German Premier 


The President of the German Evangelical "Kirchentag", Dr Reinold von 
Thadden, in a letter to Herr Grotewohl, Prime Minister of the German Democratic 
Republic, refutes the political accusations levelled against the Kirchentag by 
the East German Ministry of the Interior, 


Dr v. Thadden writes: "The Kirchentag receives orders from no political 
sources whatever, Like the Church itself, it takes orders only from Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of the Church, In His Name the Kirchentag is untiring in its 
work of gathering Christian people together and putting them to work in His 
service. His orders are valid for the Church and for the world in East and 


West alike," | B.P.S,Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Concern for Religious Liberty in Colombia 


Widespread concern has been and is still being expressed by bodies re- 
presentative of both Churches and missionary societies at the evidence of 
religious persecution of Protestants in Colombia. 


Actions taken so far in the United Kingdom include: 1) The Presbyterian 
Church of England sent a deputation to Cardinal Griffin on March PS RL Le ny 
The Free Church Federal Council sent a deputation to the Colombian Ambassador 
in London, in April 1953; 3) “ deputation from the British Council of Churches 
Plans to visit the Colombia Ambassador in May; 4) The World's Evangelical 
Alliance has also taken action. 
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Letters and articles have been sent from various sources to the nation= 
al and provincial press; questions have been asked in Parliament; meetings 
are being addressed in various parts of the country and prayer is being offered 


for an improvement of the situation in Colombia. E.P.S,Geneva 
UNITED STATES Vote of Confidence in Bishop Oxnam 


The Conference of Methodist Bishops in the United States, representing 
the largest Protestant church group in that country, at a recent meeting in 
Omaha elected Bishop William Clyde Martin, of Dallas, Texas, its new Chairman, 
Bishop Martin has been Chairman of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. since the end of last year, 


Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, of Washington, was re-elected secretary of the 
Conference for the fourteenth time, Bishop Oxnam has recently appeared before 
the U.S. House of Representatives! Committee on un-American Activities, under 
suspicicn for being pro~Communist.. By re-electing him the Bishops! Cenference 
expressed its confidence and at the same time decisively rejected the aspersions 


cast on him by Congressman Jackson of the Republican Party. These attacks, states 


a resolution issued by the Conference, reflect a regrettable development in 
American life, and have given rise to anxiety concerning the future of long- 
established American freedoms, The Conference declared its willingness to 
support all constitutional measures against disloyal elements, but expressed the 
hope that the authorities concerned would revise their procedure in such a way 
that. in the future no-one would be condemned purely on suspicion, and that all 


those accused would have full freedom to defend themselves, E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES leadership Training in Asian Churches 


(New York): Asian Churches are increasingly aware of their place in 
the world Christian community - but they must have better theological training 
for their own ministers and evangelists in order to fill that place, 


This was one of the points stressed by speakers at a Far East conference 
of some 80 denominational mission executives at Riverside Church, New York, The 
conference, held on May 6=8, was sponsored by the Far Fastern Joint Office of 
the Division of Foreign Missions, National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A, 


The executives recommended formation of a Far East Council on Theologic- 
al Education to fill some of the needs outlined by Dr Henry P, Yan Dusen, pre- 
sident of Union Theological Seminary, who visited Asian theological schools last 
Winter, and by the Rev, Ben Tjoan Lie, evangelist for the Council of Chinese 


Christian Churches in Indonesia, » 


The proposed Council could co-operate with existing theological schools 
in the Far East, It would also explore the possibilities of setting up a "first 
rate" theological graduate school to serve dl Far Bast countries and of prepar- 
ing basic text-books for the schools that exist. 
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Noting that many school libraries are "piteously inadequate", Dr Van 
Dusen urged that the denominations pool their resources to create a new series 
of theological texts for the use of all the schools in the Far East, 


The Kev, Wallace Merwin, back from a five months! survey of co-operate 
Christian agencies in Eastern Asia, told delegates that "there is an increasing 
»consciousness on the part of Asian Christians that they are an integral part of 
a world Christian community", Further, he said, in spite of their weakness and 
relatively small numerical strength, the Christian communities of Asian nations 
exert a remarkably large influence, "The relatively well-educated and socially 
conscious Christian group", he said, "provides much of the best leadership in 
the Far East in social work, education, medicine and government,'! 


Delegates discussed also the results of a lengthy questionnaire which 
had been filled out by East Asian Christian leaders, Their answers dealt with 
such problems as local support of Christian Councils, ways of getting Asian 
national Churches better acquainted with each other's work, and ways in which 
American Christians can best support united work overseas, 


The meeting also voted to request the International Missionary Council, 
using the services of Dr Rajah B, Manikam (East Asia Secretary for both the 
I,M.C. and the World Council of Churches) to consult with Asian church leaders 
on setting up a schedule of regional conferences on such topics as evangelism, 


religious education, and other co-operative work, E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Women Speak out on Freedom 


(New York):~ Condemning a growing U.S. climate of "slander, accusation 
and distrust", the women's section of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. has declared these "threats to American freedom" as "among 
the most serious ever faced by our people. 

Meeting in annual session at Marshall, Indiana, from May 5 to 7, the 
300—member board of managers of the United Church Women adopted a Christian 
Declaration of Loyalty recalling a statement on Congressional Investigations 
made by the National Council of Churches on March 11, 1953 which said: 


"As Christian Americans we are dedicated to maintaining freedom for all 
Americans and their institutions. No body of citizens is more alert to the 
threat of Communist thought and conspiracy both to the Christian faith and to 
freedom than the Christian Churches... At this moment when national unity based 
upon mutual confidence is of paramount importance to our security, men in re- 
sponsible positions must not, through unsubstantiated charges and blanket in- 
dictments, destroy confidence in our American schools, colleges and universities." 


To this the United Church Women's Declaration of Loyalty adds: "Men in 
responsible positions and self-appointed groups and individuals are even now 
spreading distrust of Churches, of charitable foundations, and of loyal American 
citizens with whom they disagree. The Board of Managers of United Church Women 
view these threats to American freedom as among the most serious dangers ever 
faced by ow people...!t E,P.9.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN The Churches and Conscription 


The Society of Friends (Quakers) presented a statement on "The Churches 
and Conscription" to the recent meeting of the British Council of Churches held 
in Birmingham, 


Since the British Government has announced its intention to extend the 
period of conscription for a further five years, "this requires debates and re- 
solutions in favour of extension in both Houses of Parliament and, therefore, 
provides an opportunity for all citizens, and especially for the Christian 
Churches, to reconsider their attitude to this question", the statement says, 


"The moral arguments against military conscription are as strong as ever, 
They are, of course, implicit in Friends! opposition to war itself as inconsist- 
ent with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ, a proposition accept- 
ed by the World Council of Churches, but they are valid even for those who do not 
share that conviction, They would be valid even if conscription prevented war, 
Which it does not and cannot because conscription is part of the system of re- 
liance upon military power that has filled the whole world with hatred, fear and 
SUSPICLONs.. 


"Tt cannot be denied that materialistic agnosticism and atheism are wide- 
spread today, We all desire that our nation should attain to a vital Christian- 
ity. But how can we expect young people to turn for help in their early spirit- 
ual difficulties to Christians who, having accepted the statement that war is 

contrary to the Will of God, yet believe that the training of youth for war is 
necessary to maintain the rule of law among nations? 


be aim of the Ecwmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen’s items. 


"We appeal to the British Council of Churches to re-think most prayer-~ 
fully its position in this matter, and we hope that the Council will find it pos- 
sible to oppose the extension this year for a further period of the National 
Service Act, 1948, If the Act is extended in spite of opposition, we trust the 
Council will ask the Churches it represents to lay the moral issue squarely be- 
fore their own young people and, indeed, before the people as a whole, in order 
that the conscience of the nation may be roused to the evil that is being done," 


E.P.S.Geneva 
FINLAND ~* . 50 Years Missionary Work in China 


The Finnish Missionary Society (Lutheran) has celebrated the 50th 
anniversary.of the beginning of its work in China, In April 1903, work was 
opened in Chingshi, province of Hunan, In a few years the mission extended its 
work all over Hunan, where there were six main stations and 40 work centres, 

The medical mission was begun in 1907, After World War II there were 25 mission- 
aries in the field, Since 1949 only two Finnish missionaries have continued 
working in China, the Rev, Padivd Parviainen in Hunan, and the Rev. Toivo Koski- 
kallio in Hongkong. 


"In spite of great difficulties", says the General Secretary of the Fin- 
nish Missionary Society, "we are not going to lower our banner to half-mast. 
The work is not dead," B.P.S.Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN : New Chairman of the Congregational Union 


Dr Norman Goodall, General Secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, was elected Chairman of the Congregational Union of England and Wales 
at the 2lst annual Assembly of that body held in London on May 18. 


Dr Goodall has been in the ministry for 30 years, From 1936 to 1944 he 
was a foreign secretary of the London Missionary Society, and since 1944 he has 
been one of the secretaries of the International Missionary Council, EPS, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Mrs. Jesse M. Bader elected Vice-President of UBS 


Mrs Jesse M, Bader has been elected a vice-president of the United Bible 
Societies, the first woman to hold this office, 


The world conference of the U.B.S. at Ootacamund, India, in 1952, voted 
to increase the organisation's vice-presidencies from one to four and recommended 
that one of the officials be a woman, 


Dr Hendrik Kraemer, director of the World Council of Churches' Ecumen- 
ical Institute at Bossey, was named at Ootacamund as vice-president, The first 
vice-president is the Rt Rev. C.K, Jacob, Bishop of the Church of South India, 

It was decided that the remaining two vice-presidents would be selected by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society and the American Bible Society, 


Mrs Bader, wife of Dr Jesse M, Bader, evangelism director for the Nation- 
al Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., is a member of the board of 
managers cf the National Council's department of United Church Women and nation- 
al president of the Protestant Motion Picture Council, E.P.S.Geneva 
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GERMANY Religious Persecution 


The Complaint against "Junge Welt" 


An answer was received on May 19 from the Prosecutor-General of the 
Eastern Zone, Dr. Melsheimer, to the complaint lodged with him on April 20 by 
Bishop Dibelius, Chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
and Prases Scharf, for the Evangelical Consistory of Berlin-Brandenburg, against 
the East Berlin weekly "Junge Welt" (see EPS No. 20). The answer is addressed 
to Prdses Scharf. 


The complaint, the text of which was not made public until May 20, de- 
clared that "the systematic agitation against the Junge Gemeinde... is also 
directed against the Evangelical Church as such.° 


"Article 6, subsection 1, of the Constitution of the German Democratic 
Republic states that ‘all citizens have equal rights', In Article 41 of the 
Constitution every citizen is guaranteed full freedom of faith and conscience, 
and the Republic assumes responsibility for safeguarding the undisturbed practice 
of religion. Under Article 42 of the Constitution, private and civic rights are 
neither conditioned nor limited by the exercise of religion. These constitution- 
al rights are also due to those citizens of the German Democratic Republic who 
belong to the Junge Gemeinde, Yet they are being constantly assailed by the 
continual vilifications and threats found in the Press attacks on them, The 
Junge Gemeinde is not an organisation; it is a part of the community of the 


faithful, i.e. of the whole Church," The attacks on the Junge Gemeinde are thus 


a public attack on the Christian Church, 


in his answer the Prosecutor-General states: 'The Junge Gemeinde organ- 
isation is not registered with the Ministry of the Interior of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, It is consequently a ‘non-permitted!' organisation, I have there- 
fore no reason to go into your allegations concerning the Junge Gemeinde, Your 
evident idea that the aspersions cast on this non-registered and therefore tnon- 
permitted'body amount to violations of the freedom of religious practice guaranteed 
in the Constitution is rejected as erroneous."! 


On receipt of this letter, Prases Scharf despatched the following memo- 
randum, signed by the Evangelical Consistory of Berlin-Brandenburg, to the Pro- 
secutor-General: 


"The Evangelical Church does not carry on its youth work in the German 
Democratic Republic in the form of youth organisations, but by means of free 
assemblies of young people meeting as a parish, This was agreed in 1946 between 
the then Colonel Tyupalov, representing the occupation Power, and the Bishop of 
Berlin, Dr. Dibelius. Long before that, this youth work had come to be known as 
the ‘Junge Gemeinde', The Junge Gemeinde works parallel to the children's 
‘Gemeinde' and the adult 'Gemeinde', There is not now and never could have been 
any question of organisation. You yourself admit that the Junge Gemeinde has 
never been registered with the Government authorities. And it would be quite 
incredible to anyone that within the German Democratic Republic an organisation 


could have gone on for years, and done its work in all openess, without being 


registered, 
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"The Junge Gemeinde is part of the Church. But the Church itself is not 
an organisation, It is of its very nature a Divine institution. In its con- 
stitutional form it is a legally established body of a particular kind, An in- 
tegral part of this public body, such as the Junge Gemeinde, can never be de- 
scribed as an organisation, least of all as an illegal organisation. We must 
therefore request you to receive our petition," 


Threat of Death Penalty 

"Neues Deutschland", the central organ of the Socialist Unity Party (Com- 
munist) has published, under the heading "Slanders Refuted", an exposition of 
"the abuse of freedom of faith and conscience by church groups for anti-patriot- 
ic agitation against the German Democratic Republic." According to church 
authorities, the article is merely a repetition of the usual arguments that there 
can be no question of church persecution in the Eastern Zone, except for the 
fact that the writer, W. Folger, refers to certain clauses from the "law for the 
safeguarding of peace,'! 


This law provides sentences of imprisonment and hard labour for those 
who ‘slander cther nations or races, agitate against them, seek to have them 
boycotted, so as to disturb peaceful relations between nations and involve the 
German people in a new war." It regards as particularly grave any case where 
"the action is committed at the direct behest of those States, or their offices 
or agencies, which are engaged in war-mongering or in carrying on a policy of 
aggression against peace-loving peoples." In such cases even the death penalty 
can be demanded, 


The article goes on to state that "the destructive work carried on by 
reactionaries in clergymen's garb, coming under these provisions, must be re~ 
cognised as punishable and duly prosecuted". The criminal activities of "the 
organisers of the Junge Gemeinde" are alleged to consists, among other things, 
in their attempts by means of religious slogans to "seduce young Christians away 
from peaceful acts and from the struggle against the war pacts of Bonn and 
Paris which are intended to drag the German people into a new and bloody conflict. 
Thus they are propagating among youth the inevitability of another war," 


2,000 Schoolchildren Expelled from East German Schools 

Church circles estimate that the number of boys and girls expelled from 
their schools is about 3,000, Nearly all are members of the Junge Gemeinde. 
The figure is still rising. About 50% of those expelled are candidates for the 
school-leaving examination , some already working on their finals, A further 
30% are fourteen-year-old school-children who have been refused admission to the 
upper schools because they were members of the Junge Gemeinde, The remainder 
are of an age between these two groups. 300 of the pupils concerned have al- 
ready taken refuge in the Federal Republic, while a further 350 are still in 
Berlin, but the majority of them remain on the other side of the zonal boundary. 


Arrest of a Student Pastor 

Pastor Glinther Brandt was arrested on the night of May 20 in his home in 
Potsdam. The arrest was carried out by the Public Prosecutor and three police 
officers. 
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Bight Years Hard Labour 

Deacon Herbert Bohnke, of Heidemtihl-Proschin, Brandenburg, has been 
sentenced by the Regional Court at Cottbus to eight years! hard labour. He was 
accused of having in his library writings by Bishop Dibelius which the Court 
described as inflammatory documents. In support of the judgment it was stated 
that Bohnke had read a pastoral letter from Bishop Dibelius from the pulpit. 
It was also regarded as incriminating that he had expelled from his confirmation 
class a girl who belonged to the Young Pioneers (Government youth movement) and 
who was continually cutting the class, 


Bishop Dibelius's Pentecost Address 


Broadcasting over the Berlin radio, in a address entitled "Whitsun in 
the Life of the Individual", Bishop Dibelius emphasised that "in the first 
church struggle it was only a tiny handful of convinced Christians who realised 
that we must obey God rather than man, The majority of pastors and Christians 
in the country thought the thing to do was to come to some sort of understand- 
ing With the anti-Christian power of the State, and refuse to see the evil that - 
Was going on. Since then the Church has come to its senses. People have be- 
come determined not to be caught a second time in fatal compromises. The lost 
battle against the Junge Gemeinde has met the resolute opposition of all Christ- 
ian people, The robbery of church institutions and the series of arrests of 
honest, brave Christians is taken as an affront by the whole Church, 


"It cannot yet be said that a thorough-going renewal of the Church hag 
begun, This is still a time of waiting for what may come. It is like the waite 
ing of the Apostles between Easter and Pentecost, But already on the horizon 
there are the first signs that Pentecost is truly coming. The witness of Christ- 
ian maturity and steadfastness which we see in our Junge Gemeinde and our 
Studentengemeinde goes beyond anything we had believed possible, God's Holy 
Spirit is at work among us. And He that has begun this work will likewise bring 


it to completion," B.P.S.Geneva 
KOREA Soldiers Construct an Underground Chapel 
AURLA Sra UTUCT an Underground pes 


(Pusan):- United States Army forces have constructed an underground 
chapel within a mile of the front lines, reports Religious News Service. Be- 
lieved to be the first such chapel in history, it was made by men of the Righth 
Army, helped by a number of men from the Republic of Korea forces stationed 
nearby. A small steeple was built of packing cases and painted a gleaming white 
to differentiate this bunker from the others in the area, ‘shen shells begin 
falling the bunker serves as a shelter, At other times, it enables chaplains 


to conduct services, : BPS. Geneva 
AUSTRIA The Chancellor Vists Bishop May 


Chancellor Raab, at the time of his taking office on May 9, paid a visit 
to Bishop May at the offices of the Evangelical Lutheran Consistory in Vienna. 
The members of the Consistory were presented to the Chancellor. This visit, 
the first ever paid by a Chancellor of the Austrian Republic to the leaders of 
the Protestant Church, may be regarded as a recognition of the significance of 
the Evangelical Church, and as proof of the confidence which today characterises 
the relations between the State and the Evangelical Church in Austria, EPS Geneva 
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World Strategy for Inter-Church Aid 


(Geneva):- A plan for a world strategy of ecumenical aid was launched 
at Geneva at the end of May as the result of an agreement between the World Coun~- 
cil of Churches and the International Missionary Council, It was a major policy 
move on the part of the two coeoperating agencies, The new programme is called 
Emergency Inter~Church Aid and Relief and encompasses the entire globe, 


The administrative committee of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees voted the plan into action at its two-day meeting. At the 
same time it issued a call to the Churches and missions boards, national commit- 
tees and councils, and confessional organisations to help work out a co-ordinated 
programme of needs and assistance on a world scale, in the spirit of free and 
friendly co-operation which has proved so effective in Europe. The co-ordinated 
giving in money, goods and men by Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox Churches for 
European Churches in 1952 totalled more than 8,500,0L0 dollars, 


The new decision of the governing committees of the W.U.C. and I.M.C. 
marks a totally new venture in 1953-54, In acknowledging the broadsned scope of 
co-operation, Dr Robert ©, Mackie, director of the Department of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees, said, "The Department accepts this task with humility 
before God, realising its vital importance for the life of the Churches, yet well 
aware of the obvious administrative problems involved." In its message to the 
Churches the Department drew attention to the following factors which make the 
Creation of a world strategy of ecumenical aid peculiarly pertinent and advantage- 
ous at this time: 


he aim of the Ficumenical Press Service is to Reep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore nat to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 


No. 23 - June 5, 1953 ~2- 165 


1, This is an enterprise in which the I.M.C. and W.C.C. are engage d 
together in terms of their pledged association with one another; 


2. This is an enterprise in which problems of international relation 
ships between Churches can be solved in the setting oe of full ecumenical co- 
operation; 


3o this is an enterprise in which any competition for aid to Churches 
in different continents may give way to a world strategy based solely upon the 
incidence of need, and the ability to meet it; 


4, This is an enterprise through which emergencies will be rapidly made 
known, and attention focussed upon acute needs which otherwise might be ne=' 
glected; 


5 This is an enterprise through which the Churches acting together on 
a world basis can take up relations with intergovernmental bodies, and can 
undertake neglected tasks, make their specific witness, and emphasise Christ- 
ian values, in situations where public funds and official action rightly carry 
the main burden. 


Throughout its years of post-war operation, the Department of ICA/SR 
has been encouraged repeatedly by the way in which Churches, themselves finan- 
Cially weak, have responded to the emergency needs of other Churches, Churches 
in Asia have shown a remarkably generous understanding for the problems of 
groups of Buropean refugees stranded in their midst, The contributionsof non- 
American Churches to the European phase of the Department's work in 1952 have 
been higher in proportion and higher in fact than they have ever been, 


"It cannot be over-emphasised", said Dr Mackie, "that it is only by the 
maximum sharing of their resources on the part of all Churches that this plan 
for a world strategy of ecumenical aid can become effective. We appeal to the 
American Churches which are already engaged in a widespread world programme 
as well as to the Kuropean Churches which are so conscious of the generous aid 
which has come to them since the war, These Churches are earnestly called 
upon to support a programme of assistance to sister Churches in Asia, where 
the destruction of war remains untouched by restoration, or the ravages of 


drought have enfeebled whole populations," E.P,5,Geneva 
FRANCE Greek Bishop in Paris 


Archimandrite Meletios Carabinis, vicar of St Stephen's Greek Orthodox 
Church in Paris, has been raised to the rank of bishop and appointed super- 
visor of all Greek Orthodox communities in France and other western European 
countries by decision of the Holy Synod of the Oecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, 


The new prelate will have the title of Regional Bishop, and act as 
assistant to Metropolitan Athenagoras of Thyateira, Exarch of the Oecumenical 
Patriarchate for Western and Central Europe, whose seat is in London. 

E.P.S. Geneva 
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FRANCE Ecumenical Fellowship Centre 


_ On May 24-25, the Collége Cévenol in Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, Protestant 
secondary school founded in 1938, celebrated the completion of a new classroom 
building, and the inauguration of an ecumenical fellowship centre, "Accueil 
Fraternel", 


Bishop Stephen Neill, (Anglican) gave the sermon on Whitsunday morning 
in the Reformed church of that Protestant village of 2000 inhabitants in the 
Massif Central. Pastor Marc+Boegner, President of the French Protestant Fede- 
ration and one of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches conducted a 
special service on Monday morning, Other speakers included the founder of Col- 
lége Cévenol, Pastor André Troomé, and its President, Pastor Edouard Theiss, 


As a means of saving money the chairs and desks of the classroom were 
made by the students themselves as part of their manual training work, A plaque 
placed in the new building expresses thanks to workmen, work campers, students, 
professors, churches, and individuals who have helped make the building possible, 


Gifts from the Congregational Christian Churches in the U.S.A, supplied 
funds to rebuild the old farmhouse which is the new quarters for the "Accueil 
Fraternel", The Rev. Howard Schomer, representative of the Congregational 
Christian Churches in Hurope, is the director of the centre which serves as a 
meeting place for various Christian groups from Europe and abroad, EPS.Geneva 


LATIN AMERICA The Bible and the Growth of the 
; Church 


The Research Secretary of the United Bible Societies Dr A.M. Chirgwin of 
Geneva, has been visiting several Latin American countries, where he has been 
enquiring into the way in which the Scriptures are distributed in these areas 
and the place the Scriptures lwe in the work of evangelism, 


He reports that in spite of the over-shadowing power of Roman Catholic- 
ism in Latin America the Protestant (or, as they prefer to call themselves, the 
Evangelical) Churches are making notable progress, The outstanding example is 
Brazil, where evangelical Christianity is said to be growing more rapidly than 
anywhere else in the world; but in several other countries as well the growth 
‘is remarkable. The Evangelical Churches are moving forward with confidence and 
resourcefulness, They have no problem of declining congregations or empty 
churches, Their problems arise mainly from misrepresentation and occasional 
persecution, But they do not allow these things to distract them from their 
primary evangelistic task, and almost without exception they are making notable 
progress, 


Dr Crirgwin found that this remarkable church growth goes along with an 
equally striking growth in Bible distribution. In few parts of the world is 
the Church growing more rapidly, and in few parts of the world is the Bible 
being more rapidly circulated. However many Scriptures are available, the 
supply is never equal to the demand, A great deal of initiative is being shown 
both in bringing the Gospel to the attention of people and in getting the 
Scriptures into their hands, One pastor has a Radio Sunday School in which 


Saleh 2 SSeS res 
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his unseen scholars study the International Lesson Course every week: another 
drops Gospels from an aeroplane on inaccessible villages; yet another trains 
theological students in house-to-house Bible distribution, All of them agree 
that the Bible is the most valuable tool of evangelism they possess: it pro 


vides the cutting-edge, BoP.S.Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Law on Religious Communities 


(Belgrade):- The Federal Executive Council has approved the revised 
draft of the law regulating the status of religious communities in Yugoslavia 
(see EPS No. 10). In their final form the articles read as follows: 


Article 1 states that "freedom of conscience and freedom of religious 
beliefs are guaranteed to citizens of the Federal Peoples Republic" and that 
"religious belief is the private affair of the citizen," 


Art. 2.- "Citizens can found religious communities whose activity is 
not in contradiction to the Constitution and laws, All religions enjoy equal 
rights and all religious communities have the same tepal ‘status... 


Arte 4.- "The school is separated from the Church, Religious instruc- 
tion (catechism) in churches, temples, or in other places which have been de- 
signated for that, is free. Religious communities can freely found separate 
religious schools (incomplete secondary, secondary and higher schools) for the 
training of priests and can freely manage those schools, 


Art. 5.~ "The misuse of religious functions, religious instruction, 
religious publications, religious rites and other expressions of religious 
sentiments for political purposes is forbidden, The provacation or ineiting 
of religious intolerance, hatred or dissension is forbidden, Interference 
with religious meetings, religious instruction, religious rites or other ex- 


pressions of religious sentiments is forbidden, . 


Art. 6.- "No one can be forced in any way to become a member of a re- 
ligious society, to remain a member of such a society or to withdraw Crome Ae es 
No one can forbid citizens to participate in religious rites and in other ex- 
pressions of religious sentiments. No one can force a member of a religious 
community to not use rights which belong to him as a citizen according to the 
Constitution and law, 


Art. 7e- "Citizens cannot be limited in the rights which belong to them 
by law because of their religious convictions, their belonging to a religious 
belief or a religious community... Belonging to a religion or profession of a 
religion does not relieve anyone from general civil, military or other duties 
which citizens must perform in accordance with the Law's 


Art. ll.- "The Federal Executive Council and the Republican Executive 
Councils can give material aid to religious communities... Religious commun- 
ities themselves control the allotted material means, but if the aid is given 
for a specific purpose, the religious communities can be requested to submit 
a report on the use of the allotted means. 
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Art. 12.- "...The collection of contributions for religious purposes 
is free in churches, temples and other places which are des ignated for that 
purpose. Outside of these places contributions can be collected only with the 
approval of the People's Committee of the district or town, 


"Priests can receive payment in money or in any other customary manner 
for the performance of religious rites which they carry out at the request of 
individuals, regardless of whether the religious rite is carried out in 
churches, temples, homes of the faithful or in some other place Were the rite 
is ordinarily carried out. 


Art, 13.~ "Religious rites... can be freely performed in churches, 
temples and other public places which religious communities have designated 
for the performance of religious PLCS, ot 


Art, 15.- "Marriage according to religious rites can be performed only 
after the conclusion of marriage before an authorised state agency and under 
the condition that both persons concerned want the Marriagecos 


Art. 18,—- "Religious communities themselves manage sshools for the 
training of priests, freely determine the programme and plan of instruction 
and freely appoint instructors, The state executes only general supervision 
over the work of religious schools, 


Art, 19.- "Students of regular schools cannot attend religious in- 
struction (catechism) during school hours, For attendance of religious in- 
struction the approval of both parents or guardians and the consent of the 
minor are necessary, Schools for the training of priests can be attended only 
by persons who have finished obligatory elementary schooling..." EPS.Geneva 


GERwANY The Church's Fight 


Brandenburg Kirchentag 

"Have faith in God" was the slogan adopted by the Church Rally (Kirchen- 
tag) of the Hlectoral March of Brandenburg, which opened on May 29 in Potsdam 
with a bigger attendance than ever before, Superintendent~General Braum re- 
called the plight of the Junge Gemeinde and the pastors under arrest, and em— 
phasised that it was vital to "stand fast and look the situation in the face", 
The theme of the Kirchentag, "Have Faith in God", was not an adjuration into 
the blue, "In this world of tnrest the voice of the Church echoes unheard, 
But we continue in our belief that God has His ways for sparing the nations 
fresh bloodshed and bringing the parted together again, So far as in us lies, 
we would play our part in that," | 


Frotest against Investigation of Church Institutions 

The Central Committee for Home ilissions has written to Herr Nuschke, 
deputy premier of the German Democratic Republic, protesting against the "in- 
vestigation" started by the People's Police and other Government officials in- 
to the Bodelschwingh Institutions at Lobetal, near Bernau, The Central Commit- 
tee regards this action as "an attack on a Christian establishment of proven 
value", and demands that the leaders responsible be taken to account, since 


No, 23 — June 5, 1953 “~O- 169 


Christian charitable work is one of the religious activities guaranteed liberty 
by the East German constitution, The investi.gation did not, the letter states, 
bring to light any incriminating material, 


New Attacks on the Protestant Church 

At the fifth Party Assembly of the East German "Liberal Democratic Party" 
in Dresden, the president, Dr Hans Loch, in his speech attacked the Church and 
the Junge Gemeinde, The claim that the German Democratic Republic vias carry- 
ing on a "church struggle" had, he Said, been made purely to be provocative, 
It would be more true to Say that the leaders of the Protestant Church in 
Germany intended "to involve the Church in a political struggle for world power 
by the West against the East", Dr Dieckmann, president of the People's Board, 
accused bishop Dibelius of trying to "make martyrs by force", The fact that 
the Bishop had identified himself in the name of his Church with the Junge Ge- 
meinde was "a false spiritual exhortation," The Church was seeking "intention- 
ally or inadvertently" to cause young people to become offenders, in the face 
of inevitable Government counter-measures. The Burgomaster of Leipzig, Herr 
Manfred Gerlach, also spoke at the Assembly, referring to the "criminal act~ 
ivities of the illegal organisation known as the Junge Gemeinde", and calling 
on the public to help in unmasking the "warmongering activities of this organ~ 
isation," 


At a conference of the East Berlin intelligentsia, the Secretary-General 
of the Central Committee of the German Communist Party, Dr Ulbricht, declared 
that it was an exaggeration "to compare the members of the Junge Gemeinde with 
agents receiving their instructions from West Berlin," 


A similar statement was made by Dr Karl Kleinschmidt, the Precentor of 
Schwerin Cathedral, who is described as "progressive", at a meeting of pastors 
called in Berlin on Whit Tuesday by the Prime Minister, Herr Grotewohl, Herr 
Grotewohl said there could be "no question of a church struggle" in the Eastern 
Zone, This meeting was held without the knowledge of the Bishops and church 
boards, Leading personalities of the Protestant Church were not invited and 
did not attend, 


Church Loyalty to the Uttermost 

"We have striven to the uttermost — and beyond ~ to be loyal to the State 
authorities in the Soviet Zone", said Bishop Dibelius in his address to the 
Synod of the Province of westphalia, meeting in Bethel, "le have had scarcely 
any success at all, Here and there perhaps we have managed to hold things up, 
and we have been delighted whenever relations could be established on a human 
level. But now here we are — all the threads linking us to the political 
authorities have been broken, We face a new Chapter in the history of our 
Church, engaged in a life and death struggle over there. Let us ask God to 
help us keep our inward integrity in such a heavy hour," 


Pet CET PY 


Cologne adopted a message to be sent to the Junge Gemeinde in the Esstern Zone. 
The message contains the following passages: 
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",..slhose who oppress you should know that what they do to you they do 
to us, and to Christian people all over the world, We cannot answer your per- 
secutors with force, but only with our prayers and sympathy, They must real- 
ise that they cannot separate you from us. For 'v.hether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it..,' 


"We know the accusations which are levelled against you. You are charged 
with the crime of being a camouflaged Fascist ‘League of German Youth', On 
your behalf we testify before your accusers and before the world, that this is 
untrue, Christ brought you together, He is against all human totalitarian 
Claims to power, 


"You are charged with the crime of being trumpeters of war. On your be- 
half we testify before your accusers and before the world that this is untrue. 
Christ brought you together, He rejects hatred, and would have us pray for 
true peace with God and man, 


"You are charged with the crime of being agents of the West, On your 
behalf we testify before your accusers and before the world that this is un- 
true. Christ brought you together, That is the basis of your fellowship with 
us. it has no ulterior motive of power politics, 


"And finally, brethren, we greet you with the word of the Apostle: ‘And 
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the werd of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 


sanctified, ' | BR. P.S.Geneva 
ITALY Religious Liberty Not Guaranteed 


The press office of the Tavola Valdese in Rome has issued the following 
statement: "In response to representations made by the Tavola Valdese con- 
cerning the display of religious intolerance in February and March 1953 against 
the Waldensian communities of the province of Frosinone, the Ministry of the 
Interior announced, in a letter dated May 19, that it does not intend to apply 
the provisions of Article 17 of the Italian Constitution in order to safeguard 
the rights of Protestants, and that it does not recognise any binding value in. 
the guarantees of religious freedom laid down in article 19 of the Constitution, 


"In face of this attitude, which shows contempt for the most elementary 
Civil liberties, such as the right to meet and worship, we can only note that 
the Italian Government refuses to its Protestant subjects the religious free- 
dom to which they are entitled as citizens of the Italian Republic under the 
guarantees of the Constitution; that it refuses to take steps already several 
times demanded to enforce full respect for the articles of the Constitution re- 
garding religious freedom, which constitute a solemn pledge by the Government 
and the two Chambers, even though it is sought to characterise them as a mere 
'programme'; that it insists on applying Fascist laws to Protestant religious 
functions, acs | 


"This painful state of affairs, brought about by confessional intolerance, 
is destroying the basic liberties of the citizen, and the religious peace of 
the country, casting discredit on constitutional guarantees and creating an 
atmosphere of mistrust," #,P.S.Geneva 
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WEST AFRICA HCAs Area Conference 

The First West African Area Conference of the YMCA was held at the 
University College Achimota, near Accra in the Gold Coast, March 23-April 1, 
1953. This conference brought together over 40 YuiCA leaders from the coun- 
tries in West Africa where the YMCA is at work, Countries represented were: 
Senegal, Sierre Leone, liberia, Ivory Coast, Gold Coast, Togo, Dahomey, Nigeria, 
French Cameroons, Gabun, the French Congo and the Belgian Congo, The great 
majority of the delegates were Africans, and the rest European YMCA leaders and 
missionaries in west Africa, together with a few from Europe, 


The main featuresof the confsrence were three discussion groups on "The 
YMCA in Cities and Towns", "The YMCA in the Villages" and "Relationships" , 
The second feature was a series of addresses mainly given by African leaders, 
"The West African Village and its Problems" was presented by Dr. John Karefa- 
Smart; "The Social Problems in a West African Town! by Mr. Richard Quarshie, 
member of the Legislative Assembly of the Gold Coast; "Christianity Meets 
Islam and Paganism" by the Rev, Pierre Cadier, Senegal; "The African Youth 
in a Changed Africa" by the Rev, James Lawson, Dahomey, and “The Impact of 
Western Culture upon West Africa't by Dr K. Busia, head of the Department of 
Sociology at Achimota College. 


it was evident that the most important and challenging need of the YMCA 
in West Africa is for leadership, both voluntary and professional, ihile it 
was stated that foreign secretarial leadership is still needed and desired, it 
was strongly recommended that at the present state of development in West 
Africa special emphasis should be placed on the recruitment and training of 
African leaders. , 


It was agreed that the YMCA shovld play an ‘ctive role in providing for 
economic and social measures to improve ths standard of living in villages, 
but it was stressed that the programme of the Movement is more complete if it 
aims to confront young men with the living Christ who alone can give meaning 
to the life of youth in the midst of difficulties, A programme for the work 
in the villages was outlined and it was suggested that YMCA centres be establish- 
ed in educational institutions, especially those concerned with rural work ; 
that courses and conferences be arranged in these areas as often as possible 
to give training to leaders in preparation for the establishment of regional 
training centres, . 


It was further suggested that one or two pilot villages be established 
perhaps along the lines of the rural reconstruction work of the YMCAs in India, 


It was acknowledged by the conference that the present duty of the YMCA 
is to work on an inter-cuufessional level in co-operation with all who are 
working to bring Churches together, While not affiliated with any particular 
Church or mission and not being itself a church, the YuCA seeks to bring into 

the Church of their choice those whom it has won for Jesus Christ, Active 
participation in the life of the Churches was strongly encouraged, The con- 
ference saw two complementary and equally aecessary needs: first the spiritual 
life in the fellowship of the Church and a concern for evangelism, and secondly 
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the development of work in the community to meet local needs, It was felt 
that a fruitful balance must be maintained between them, 


Recommendations concerning relationships with the YMCA, and between 
YMCAs in West Africa and the National Councils and the World's Committee of 
the YMCAs were made, It wags recommended that close relationships be establish 
ed with other youth groups, particularly in the area of social activities, 
providing they were not hostile to the Christian message, Political and racial 
matters must at all costs be avoided. 


The conference issued a further statement on inter-group relationships. 
It recognised that there are physical differences between races but that these 
differences do not carry with then any justification for a sense of superior- 
ity or contempt. There are also differences arising from different stages of 
cultural, social and political development and these differences are accentuat— 
ed by human sinfulness, The conference, therefore, asked that there be no 
discrimination whatever among YMCA members on the basis of race, nationality 
or tribe and that the YNiGAs do everything possible to eliminate any inter 
racial or inter-tribal tensions which may exist in the community. EPS.Geneva 


UNITED STATES For and Against inter-Communion 


The Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Long Island has 
challenged the basis on which the Rt Rev, Charles F, Hall, Bishop of New 
Hampshire, recently invited communicants of other denominations to take part 
in a Holy Communion service, Bishop Hall's ecumenical service was held at 
Manchester, May 11, when all 14 member groups of the New Hampshire Council of 
Churches were holding simultaneous meetings there, 


"Deep concern" was expressed by the Long Island diocesan Convention over 
an Episcopal bishop's willingness to give Holy Communion to baptised members of 
other Churches and the Convention asked the Episcopal House of Bishops to con- 
Sider whether Bishop Hall's service constituted an ecumenical gathering, 


Addressing the Convention of the Massachusetts Diocese of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Boston, Bishop Hall explained his attitude and asked that 
the Episcopal Church avoid "standing apart from other Churches in sober isol- 
ation in these days of world-wide threat and peril, Only by a growing unity 
in worship and witness shall we prevail against the godless forces of the world, 


"Where we may find deeper unity with Orthodox Churches, we must move on 
together", the Bishop said, ‘Where we are able to witness for Christ with 
Roman Catholics, we must so apply ourselves, Where we may worship and work 
with all Protestants, we must do so with grateful hearts... 


"It is one thing to call our Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion 
the final frontier of true faith and see it as a fortress to preserve our part-—— 
icular Christian treasures, It is another thing to understand that we hold 
monopoly on the heritage and faith of the Christian Church, s¢"! 

HeP.S. Geneva 
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Churches' Help to the Netherlands 


(Geneva):- More than $500,000 in cash has been given by Churches all 
over the world to help the Churches in Holland since the waters invaded their land 
early in February 1953. This figure was reported at the last meeting of the 
Administrative Committee of the Department of Inter~Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches. Countries immediately responding in- 
cluded Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Indo- 
nesia, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United States. 


This generous and spontaneous response from so many countries brought 
with it a deep sense of ecumenical fellowship to Dutch Christians, "There is 
practically no other case on record", said Dr W.... Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, “in which the spontaneous gifts of 
other. Churches have gone so far to meet the immediate needs of a Church in need," 
At the same time it was made clear to the committee by O.\i. Heldring, secretary 
of the Inter-Church Aid committee in the Netherlands, that no one could estimate 
the extent of the long-term problems that the Churches would face, Even now water 
is undermining churches and houses, increasing the number of utterly ruined build- 
ings. And it is also not yet possible to estimate the damage done to the soil by 
Salt, although everything is being done to restrict its damaging effect. Farm 


equipment, transportation and communication, churchyards ». "everything on the 
face of the earth" felt the effects of the swirling tide. HoP.O.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN : President of C.ll,S. Honoured 


On the occasion of the Queen's Sorsnation, Dr Kenneth G, Grubb, ©.li.G., 
Chairman of the Commission of the Churches on Intcrnational Affairs, had the 
honour of Knight Bachelor corfcrrcd ynon him for services as President of the 
Church Missionary Society. #.P.S.Geneva 


e aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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UNITED STATES Towards Presbyterian Union 


Without discussion or dissenting vote the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. decided to proceed with a plan for union with two 
other Presbyterian bodies, The General Assembly meeting in Minneapolis voted 
to send the plan to the Church's 257 presbyteries for study and comment, Any 
suggestion mide by them will be considered by the Permanent Commission on Inter- 
Church Relations and the re as revised, will be presented to the 1954 General 
Assembly. 

The proposed plan would bring together in a single Church, to be known 
as the Presbyterian Church of the United States, 3,500,000 members of the three 
Presbyterian Churches: Presbyterian in the U.S.A., Presbyterian in the U.S., 
and United. Presbyterian, 


The General Assembly elected Dr John A, Mackay, of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Dr Mackay has 
been the chairman of the International Missionary Council since 1947 ,and is a 
member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and chairman 
of the Joint Committee of the orld Council and the International Missionary 


Council, B.f.5,. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Support to Children's Fund Urged 


The Board of Managers of the United Caurch Women has sent an appeal to 
the House of Representatives to appropriate $9,481,000 for the United Nations 
International Children's Emergency Fund. This sum authorised by the 82nd Con- 
gress but not appropriated, would complete the United States' obligation of 
$16,481,000 for the current year, 


| The Board voted to inform the President, the Secretary of State, the 
Director of the Mutual Security Administration and the Chairmen of the Appro- 
priations Committees of the Senate and House of its appeal, and also urged the 
United Church Women as individuals to send letters and wires to their congress- 
men, especially those on the appropriations committees, and to appeal to other 
to do the same, 


UNICEF originally concentrated on the mass feeding of destitute child- 
ren in the war-torn countries of Europe. Recently, however, UNICEF has launch- 
ed long-range fundamental child welfare projects in the underdeveloped countries 
of Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America, These projects include 
Campaigns against malaria, yaws, and tuberculosis among children, the setting up of 
maternal and child welfare centres, schools for training midwives and nutrition 


demonstration projects. E.P.S Geneva 
INDONESIA First Indonesian Woman Ordained 


(Djakarta):- Miss Catherine L, Manusama, graduate of the Djakarta Theo- 
logical College, was ordained by the Pictestant Church of Western Indonesia on 
May 23, 1953. A number of Dutch women pastors have served tha Protestant Church 
in Indonesia; the Rev. C.L. Manusama is the first Indonesian woman to be 
ordained, She is from the island of Ambon. 


S*, 
Sa 3-4 
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More than thirty ministers of the Reformed faith took part in the ordin- 
ation of Miss Manusama and a Minahasan graduate of the same class, Mr, C, Siwi, 
In addition to Indonesians from various parts of the archipelago, Dutch, Swiss, 
Chinese and Americans were present. 


The Rev. C, Kainama, Moderator of the Church, after preaching the sermon 
gave the charge to the two young ministers, escorting them in turn to the open 
Bible, the baptismal font, the Communion table, and the pulpit, explaining the 
importance of each of these in the life and ministry of the Church. ‘This portion 
of the liturgy, adapted from an old Dutch practice, has just been incorporated 
in the liturgy of the Protestant Church of Indonesia end was employed for the 


first time, BeP,S., Geneva 
EGYPT New Regime Encourages Religicus Amity 


A large poster depicting a Moslem mosque and a Christian church side by 
side is being displayed throughcut Egypt, The poster is unusual in that it is 
published and signed by the General Affairs Division of the General Headquarters 
of the Egyptian Forces, Across the top in large letters runs the motto, "We are 
all Egyptians." The mosque is shown with the crescent symbolic of Islam on its 
dome and the Christian church spire is topped with a cross. Beneath the build- 
ings is a verse by the Egyptian poet Shawqi, who died in 1932, It reads, 
"Religion is for the Ever Glorious, the Almighty One; if God will. He can unite 
the nations," 


This same drawing and verse are also shown in cinema houses in Egypt, 
flashed on the screen before the showing of the film. 


It is reported that General Naguib attended the Christian Coptic Church 
at Haster and later visited the Patriarch. During the month of Ramadan, when 
all Moslems are required to fast from sunrise to sunset, the Coptic Christians 
provided and distributed food to the poor Moslems at sundown, 


General Naguib also visited the largest of the Protestant churches in 
Cairo. On this occasion the pastor of the church gave him a Bible and said, 


"We give you the very best that we can give," B;P.S.Geneva 
KOREA the Hankul Bible 


The chief preoccupation of the Rev, Young Bin Im, Secretary to the Korean 
Bible Society, has been the printing of the Korean Bible in the new Hankul. 
script, The Korean language, formerly despised by the educated who would speak 
and write Chinese only, was first made popular in the 19th century by the 
missionaries who published the Scriptures in the Korean tongue, which script and 
spelling were later officially simplified. 


The decision to print the Bible in Hankul was reached in 1948 and the 
revision completed in January 1950, but the work had to be stopped because of 
the war, Mr. Im saved the manuscript by sending it secretly out of Seoul. Mrs. 
Im carried it away in a jar on her head, After many adventures and disasters 
Mr, Im returned to Pusan in March 1952, The American Bible Society sent him 


No. 24 ~ June 12, 1953 a 176 


paper and binding-material and he started resolutely to print the Bible still 
once more. The work was begun in April 1952 and finished at the end of September 
of that year, . 


This achievement is not, however, the whole story. Mr. Im tells of 
many other duties carried on. The Koreans are one of the first ABiatic people 
to have Christian chaplains attached to their arities, the first also to have 
Christian chaplains for their prison service. Before 1945, under Japanese rule, 
prison chaplains were Buddhists, In 1952.the Korean Bible Society distributed 
over 11,000 copies of the Scriptures through the Army Chaplains of the South 
Korean Army; 31,000 more copies were circulated among ordinary prisoners by 
the 16 chaplains serving in the prisons, and 150,000 copies of a Pocket New 
Testament were given to the American Army Chaplains for North Korean prisoners 
of war, In addition to this, orphanages, schools, leper-asylums and other in- 
stitutions were supplied with large quantities of Scriptures and the refugees 
were not forgotten. : ii.P.o.Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Death of a Well-known Refugee Worker 


The Rev, Percy Ineson, who died on June 2, at the age of 69, was for 
many years a prominent figure in mission work in London for the Methodist Church. 
The World Council of Churches will always remember him as one of its first full- 
time workers for European Refugees after the war, Later, as a staff member of 
the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the British Council 
of Churches, he was a frequent visitor to Geneva. It can be said without fear 
of exaggeration that he was the best friend of the Orthodox refugee clergy in 


Britain, and a stout defender at all times of their interests. H.P.S. Geneva 
CULGMBIA No Protestant Voice on the Air 


(Bogota):— The only remaining Protestant radio programme in Colombia 
has been ordered off the air by the Ministry of Communications, according to Dr 
luis A. Quiroga, executive secretary of the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia, 


The programme, "The March of the Gospel", sponsored by the Presbyterian 
Church of Girardot, had been broadcast each Saturday for the past five years. 


Signed by Sr. Guillermo Moncayo, Secretary General of the Ministry of 
Communications, the suspension order cited the treaty of December, 1946, between 
Colombia and the United States, which "expresses the right of freedom of con- 
science for citizenss.. but limits their religious practices to those celebrated 
within their temples or chapels. Therefore, freedom of worship cannot be used 
as a pretext to engage in activities other than prayer, which activities in- 
fringe upon other liberties." 


Four other Protestant radio programmes had been prohibited by the 
Ministry of Communications in March, 1952, E.P.S.Geneva 
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ptudent World Publication 


The World's Student Christian Federation has brought out recently the 
second issue of "The Student World" for the year 1953. 


The contents of this particular number contains some of the speeches 
delivered during its recent conferences in Asia. Dr Robert ©, Mackie, the re- 
tiring chairman of the W.S.C.F., spoke about the organisation as being more 
than just a human fellowship, and the new chairman, the Rev, D.T.Niles, of 
Ceylon, has also written a message to the "Student World" as he takes over the 
responsibility of the chairmanship, The students' problems as seen and present- 
ed by the present generation of students are also registered in this issue. 

E.P.5, Geneva 


GERMANY The Church's Fight 


Brandenburg Kirchentag ( Cordoned ed Off 

People's Police from East Berlin occupied the approaches to the Hermanns- 
werder Peninsula, near Potsdam, where the Kirchentag of the Electoral Province 
of Brandenburg was to have closed on May 31 with a sermon by Bishop Dibelius. 
The Bishop was, however, refused an entry permit. Nevertheless thousands of 
people poured into Hermannswerder at the time for the service, but only those 
who could prove that they lived in Potsdam were allowed through the police 
cordon. Other visitors attended the various services in Potsdam itself, where 
Superintendent-General Braun, of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, spoke in 
place of Bishop Dibelius. He stressed that a service was not a demonstration, 
and asked his hearers not to allow themselves to grow bitter. He also spoke 
directly to the younger members of his congregations, saying that "young people 
and adults belong equally to one Christian community." 


“Requisitioned Church Institutions Restored 

After the announcement reversing “the requisitioning of the church home 
in Krummenhennersdorf and the Kretzschmer Institution in Freiberg, Saxony, it 
has been learned that the retreat home in HUttengrund, near Hohenstein-Ernst- 
thal, which has been occupied by the People's Police at the end of March, has 
been restored to the Home Mission of the Lutheran Church of Saxony, 


limitation of Church Functions 

~All church activities, with the single exception of the Sunday services 
and one Bible class per week, are forbidden, according to a notification by 
the regional government office in Cottbus to the church-superintendent of Lower 
Lusatia. The prohibition extends to all choir practices and to any special 
gathering of women, men or young people belonging to the parish, The police 
have attempted in various places to break up such church functions, but have 
generally failed owing to the steadfastness shown by the pastors and congrega- 
tions» 


Continued Persecution of Schoolchildren _and Dismissal of Staff 
“From all parts of the German Democratic Republic comes news of further 
persecution of high-school boys and girls belonging to the Junge Gemeinde. In 


many schools, including those in Gera, Eisenberg, Dresden, Potsdam and Loben- 
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stein, pupils have been expelled who did not endorse the proceedings against 
the members of the Junge Gemeinde at their school meetings, or who abstained 
from voting on the question. A number of teachers were also dismissed because 
they had attended a conference at the “vangelical Academy in Eastern Germany. 


Prime Minister Plans Mass Meeting of Pastors and Formation of "Council for 
Religious Affairs" 

In connection with the meeting of pastors which the Prime Minister of 
Eastern Germany, Herr Grotewohl, convened on May 27 in East berlin (see EPS No, 
23), the Hvangelischer Pressedienst in Bethel-Bielefeld has been informed that 
Herr Grotewohl spoke with some vigour to the ten pastors «who attended concern- 
ing the constant references being made to a "church conflict" in the German 
Democratic Republic, This damaged the credit of the Hast German State, he de- 
Clared, and was detrimental to its peace propaganda, He admitted that measures 
had gone too far in the persecution of high-school pupils who belonged to the 
Church and hence to the Junge Gemeinde, but faults of this nature could be 
remedied, | 


Herr Grotewohl went .on to attack Bishop Dibelius, who, he said, "was 
not the right man" to lead the Church in a situation which demanded a balance 
between Est and West. He himself intended to call a mass meeting of pastors 
in Leipzig on June 15, and expected that some 3,000 would accept the invita- 
tion. In addition, he hoped to establish a "Council for Religious Affairs" 
made up of representatives of Church and State, to which all complaints concern- 
ing church matters could be referred, and which would see that a proper balance 
was maintained, 


In the discussion which followed, three "progressive" pastors associated 
themselves with Herr Grotewohl's criticism of Bishop Dibelius, but stated that 
the Government had made a serious mistake in attacking the Junge Gemeinde, The 
others said that a church conflict actually was going on, and that the Church 


would stand by its leaders, particularly Bishop Dibelius, #,P.o.Geneva 
AUSTRIA Opening of Protestant Institutions in Vienna 


Thanks to very considerable assistance from the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, the Swiss Aid to Europe Fund, the World Council cf Churches and the 
Norwegian Emergency Church Relief, it has been poss: ible to purchase a site 
with five partly rebuilt houses ‘6 serve as hostels for the Evangelical Insti- 
tutions in Purkersdorf, Vienna. The intention of the organisations which have 
given this help is that the establishments be used to house homeless youth and 
old people. 


The opening ceremony took place on Whit eget in the presence of 
numerous members of the Protestant communities of Vienna, The service of con- 
secration was conducted by Bishop May. E.P.S. Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Dr Visser 't Hooft Addresses 1.1.0, Delegates 

(Geneva):+ Speaking to delegates to the International Labour Conference 
being held in Geneva, Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, spoke of the close relations which had existed between the 
ecumenical movement and the I.L.0. in its early days, He asked the delegates 
whether it might be possible to reestablish such relationships today. 


"The ecumenical movement was born of social concern", the General 
Secretary said, referring to the Stockholm Conference of the Life and Work 
Movement in 1925, He pointed out that the World Council of Churches continued 
in this tradition, and that the study of social questions would be one of the 
chief concerns of the Second Assembly of the World Council in Evanston, U.S.A., 
in 1954. 


Referring to the tendency on the part of many Christians to equate 
Christian social action with "good will", Dr Visser 't Hooft said that the 
ecumenical movement had discovered that Christians must learn to understand the 
complexities of social life and concern themselves with the structure of society 
as well as motives of social action. 


"We need your help", he said, pointing out that Christian laymen in 
international and governmental positions of responsibility have a unique opport- 
unity to make a Christian witness and impact on the social order, 


The meeting, which was held at the American Church House in Geneva, was 
attended by the members of several delegations to the International Labour 
Conference. Dr A.A. van Rhijn, Secretary of State for Social Affairs in the 
Netherlands Government and leader of the Dutch delegation, chaired the meeting. 
In his opening remarks he pointed out that the social and economic problems 
With which the Labour Conference was concerned also involved moral questions 
and the realm of ultimate goals in society, end therefore its interests were 
closely related to the matters with which the World Covncil dealt. Judge 
William 8, Croat, member of the American delegation, an active layman of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, also addressed the meeting, emphasising the import- 


ant witness which would be rendered by Christian laymen, BoaP.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Union Semnavy Creates New Professorship 


Union Theological Seminavy in New York has set up a Harry Emerson’ 
Foscick Visiting Professorship with a gift from John D, Rockefeller. Dr Fosdick, 
after whom the professorship is named, is pastor emeritus of the New York's 
Riverside chursh.,. 


Dr H.P, Van Dusen, president of the Seminary, announced that Dr. George 
Fy McLeod, founder tand director of the Ione Community in Scotland, had been. 
chosen as the first appointee to the Fosdick professorship for the year 1954- 
1955.6 H.P.S.Geneva 
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THE EUROPEAN IuPASSE 


This topic is discussed in the second number of the bulletin "European 
Issues", published by the Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European 
Co-operation. 


There are four articles on the social and political implications of the 
delay in securing progress in the movement for European co-operation and unity. 
The bulletin also includes a report on the discussions of the Committee with a 
group of European church leaders at Paris, early in March (see EPS No, 10), 


Ml. Jean Rey, of Belgium, contributes an article on "Do the Great and the 
Small States Think Alike on European Unity?" He points out that small states want 
unity for different reasons than large states, but that both groups have a large 
common concern to see unity realised, He writes: "It is vital that we remember 
one thing: the common fear of the Soviets... perhaps creates the opportunity for 
efforts towards European integration, but it is not the cause. The cause is the 
very evident truth that the day of national states is coming to an end as did in 
the past that of provinces... The essential thing is to go ahead." "Christians 
must be in the forefront, for Europe embodies the hope of the peaceful coexistence 
of opposing blocks and is the surest way to peace," 


Dr Max Kohnstamm, of the Netherlands, secretary to the High Authority for 
European Coal and Steel Community, writes on the supra-national approach, as a 
means for overcoming the European impasse, He declares that the supra-national 
organisation is necessary because it ensures that the interests of the whole com- 
munity will be considered in the formulation of economic and social policy. By 
providing the opportunity for discussing and acting together on these common 


e aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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problems, the Coal and Steel Community is helping Europeans to realise the mean- 
ing of responsible living in Europe, 


Prof, René Courtin, of France, and Dr H, thlers, president of the German 
Bundestag, contribute two articles in which each indicates how persons in the 
other country can help their countrymen fulfil their responsibility for European 
co-operation, 


"Rucopean Issues" is published in French, English, and German and copies 
can be obtained by addressing Case Postale 17, Geneva, Switzerland, EPS Geneva 


. INDONESIA Students Hold #vangelistic Meetings 


At a five day student camp held in Ento Ento, a village thirteen kilometers 
from Jogjakarta, the Student Christian Movement (SCM) of Cadja iladha University 
has held evangelistic meetings with spectacular success. The Protestant Church 
in Ento Ento consists of but twenty families, The area is reportedly wholy 
Moslem, Yet 4,000 villagers came to the meetings, first to see a movie, then 
to take active part in singing, prayer and listening to preaching by the young 
minister, Rev. Siswodsidjo. The same happened the following evening at the 
neighbouring village of Kevonagun with ten Christian families, where the Rev. 
Siswodwidjo is pastor also. 


The students were guests of the church members during the period of the 
camp, On Pentecost a five hour service was arranged with lunch served by the 
church members. The service was attended by police officers, village heads, and 
many non-Vhristians, During the period of the camp, the one non-Christian 
student in attendance became ill and was forced to return to Jogjakarta, The 
following day she made the journey by bicycle again to rejoin her camping 
colleagues, and resumed her place on the platform, joining in the services, and 
actively associating herself with the evangelistic meetings. The event was 
publicised in the Jogjakarta newspapers and over the radio, At the close the 
students said, "We now have the vision of evangelism, se will continue." Sif 
Fraternal Secretary Itty from Madras projected the camp on the basis of Indian 
SCM techniques. The Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York is support- 
ing actively the Christian hospital in Jogjakarta, the nead doctor of which also 


is active in SCM leadership in Cadja Madha University. B»P.o, Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN _ bishop Brilioth and Pandit Nehru Honoured at 
Cambridge 


$0 59 ommenent 


The Most Rev. Yngve Brilioth, Archbishop of Upsala and Primate of Sweden, 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Cambridge University on June 4, 
The Orator in introducing him, referred to him as a "prelate who had worked 
persistently for Church unity." The next recipient was Mr, Nehru, Prime Minister 
of India,who was awarded the degree of LL.D. Archbishop Brilioth and Mr. Nehru 
had last been together at the meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches at Lucknow, India. £.P,.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Bishop Dun Decorated 


Queen Elizabeth has bestowed the decoration of Commander of the Order of 
the British Empire on the Rt, Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of 
Washington D.C. Bishop Dun, who has been Bishop of Washington for nine years, 
is a member of the Central Committee of the world Uouncil of Churches. 

H.P.o Geneva 


AUSTRALIA Appreciation of the Coronation 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Australian Council for the 
World Council of Churches held in Sydney on June 3, the following motion was 
adopted: 


'Apreed to communicate with the General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches asking that the thanks of the World Council's member Churches in 
Australia be conveyed to the Archbishop of Canterbury as a President of the 
World Council of Churches in view of the magnificent Christian witness given to 
the world by the Christian ceremonies surrounding the Coronation of The Queen," 


B.P.S.Geneva 
WEST AFRICA wCC Youth Department Chairman's Visit 


"How can the Church train its young people for Christian life in a rapidly 
changing society?" This is an urgent question in the West African territories 
today, which makes the first visit of a representative of the Youth Departments 
of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education 
a particularly timely one. 


The Rev. Philip Potter left New York on June 16 and will remain in Africa 
until August 2, He is a Methodist pastor from the French-speaking Republic of 
Haiti, West Indian by birth; he was nominated as Chairman of the wCC youth 
Department, succeeding D,T. Niles of Ceylon, in January 1953. He was the spokes- 
man of the Youth Delegation at the first Assembly of the “orld Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam in 1948, He is taking three months leave of absence from 
his Church and will attend meetings of the Christian Council in Nigeria and the 
Gold Coast, a Conference on Christian Education in Angola, and will also visit 
Liberia and Sierra Leone. A consultation on policy in West Africa will be held 
with representatives of Christian organisations when he comes to Geneva in 


August. E.P.o.Geneva 
INDIA Co-operation in Youth Leadership Training 


A ten weeks Youth Leadership Training Course has just been completed in 
Coonoor, South India, which has made ecumenical history. The Director, Mr. V.M. 
Koshy, General Secretary of the India Sunday School Union sen writes: 


"We feel we have been successful beyond our expectations and that this 
first co-operative effort of all the Christian Youth organisations and of the 
Church in India marks a significant point of history in youth work in this coun- 
try." 
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Twenty-five students took the course, which covered Bible Study, Fund- 
amentals of the Christian Faith, leadership, Understanding of Youth, Practical 
Problems of Youth Work with Field Visits, Understanding the World We Live In, 
and the Church and Ecumenism. Specially appreciated was a course on Indian 
Christian Leaders by Bishop Appasamy. Over thirty people joined the teaching 
staff for longer or shorter periods, These came from the YMCA, YWCA, Student 
Christian Movement, National Christian Council, India Sunday School Union, 
Christian Endeavour, the Bible Society and various Churches. It is hoped that 
the course may become an annual event, E.P.S,.Geneva 


NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE WORLD PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE 


The seventeenth General Assembly of the World Presbyterian Alliance will 
be held from July 27 to August 5, 1954, in Princeton, New Jersey, U.S.A. Its 
theme will be "The Witness of the Reformed Churches in the World Today". 


The five sub-headings to this theme, which are to be worked over by five 
study groups, are: (1) The Reformed Churches and the Ecumenical Movement; (2) 
The Outreach of the Church (Evangelism, Missions, Education, Culture); (3) 
The Several Ministries of the Church; (4) The Church's Freedom and Respons- 
ibility in Relation to the State and taped (5) Renewal of the Church's Inner 
Life - Personal and Corporate, 


The time and place of the Assembly have been chosen with an eye on the 
second General Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to meet from August 
15 to 31, 1954, in Evanston, Ill. Delegates from other countries who are to 


attend both conferences can thus combine the two. E.P.S Geneva 
FRANCE National Synod of the Reformed Church of France 


The 46th National Synod of the Reformed Church of France met in Amiens 
from June 4 to 8 of this year, with Pastor J.B,Couve in the chair. 


Pastor Pierre Maury having asked to be relieved of his position owing to 
the number of his responsibilities elsewhere, the National Council of the Church 
elected as its President Pastor Pierre Bourguet, of Vincennes, 


The Synod studied the questions on its agenda concerning confirmation 
and the use of money, and passed various resolutions on the present social 
situation, 


Regarding confirmation, the Synod stated that this rite "is closely 
bound up, for the candidate, with his or her partaking of the Lord's Supper: 
the confession of one's faith and the commitment of the whole of one's life 
come to take their place in the communion of the Church which is sustained by 
God's gift in Jesus Christ." 


As to the use of money, the Synod "asks the members of the Reformed 
Church of France to realise afresh the spiritual significance attaching to the 
tithe, an offering made to God before any other money is spent, and, desiring 
to close its debates on money with a call to obedience, urges members who have 
the means to give at least a tenth of their incomes to the Church, to its good 
works and in charitable acts." 
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Concerning "the arbitrary arrests and unjust methods of the (French) 
Government", the National Synod, "considering as it does that all authority is 
of God, that the duty of everyone is to obey Him, and that the first and fore- 
most function of the Church in this field is to pray for those in authority, 
reminds its parishes that they should on no account allow this liturgical act 
become mere vain repetition. 


"It likewise reminds the faithful that their rights as citizens oblige 
them to use their lawful power against all unjust violence and blackmail 
exercised by the authorities both against our fellow-countrymen and against our 
guests and the peoples under French authority. 


"In regard to the events taking place in other nations, the Synod, most 
particularly moved by the sufferings of its brethren in Germany, Spain and 
Colombia, asks all its parishes to pray for them, and affirms that this Church 
associates itself with the others in seeking to obtain religious freedom every= 
where," 


The Synod also adopted the following resolutions: 


"The National Synod, meeting for the first time since the Finaly case" (two 
Jewish children who were baptised and prevented from returning to their family) 
"considers that this deplorable scandal results from a doctrine of the Church 
and of baptism which runs altogether counter to Biblical truth; it states its 
conviction that the resentment which this case has aroused should not be directed 
against the Christian faith, which is bound by the love of God to respect the 
human individual and the human family." 


"The National Synod is unanimously desirous of expressing to President 
Bisenhower, as a member of the Presbyterian Church of the United States of 
America, the extreme distress of Heformed French Protestants at the death 
sentence passed on Julius and Ethel Rosenberg; they cannot understand it, and 
beg him to make use of his right of reprieve in favour of the prisoners," 


E.P.SsGeneva 
SWITZERLAND Swiss Federation of Protestant Churches and the 


Vorld Council of Churches 


At the meeting of representatives of the Swiss Federation of Protestant 
Churches held in Glarus on June 8 and 9, 1953, the discussion on the annual re- 
port was opened by an address by the Chairman, Dr. Alphons Koechlin, of Basle. 
Speaking of membership of the Swiss Protestant Churches in the World Council of 
Churches, Dr Koechlin said: 


"Fear has recently been expressed by Mr. Feldmann, of the Federal Council, 
that by joining the World Council of Churches our Swiss Protestant Churches 
might be loosening the bond linking them to the State. Our experience before 
the war and during the war itself proves this fear groundless: at that time our 
Churches, thanks in part to their connection with the ecumenical movement, were 
the sure guardian of independence and of both an inward and outward resistance. 
Nor is the fear justified today, I will only mention in passing the fact that 
our active participation in the World Council's work is in full accord with the 
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the principle of this country's active neutrality, and in harmony with the 
unanimous will of the people. If, in so far as it is in the general interest 
of the Church and made possible by outward circumstances, the World Council 
maintains contact with the Churches in the East, it is only carrying out the 
commandment laid upon the Church by her Lord, At the same time it is serving 
the cause of peace, which our Government is likewise fostering by every means 
in its power. 


"We have, again in keeping with the policy cf the World Council, deliber- 
ately held aloof from all political peace movements. Jie have also clearly ex- 
pressed our hatred of those political ideologies of violence which deny freedom 
and are irreconcilable with the Gospel, If is of the nature of the Church that 
she recognises Christ, and Christ alone, with complete submission, as her Lord, 
and proclaims His Gospel and His glad tidings only, to her people, bearing wit- 
ness to the State, regardless of whether from its point of view her words be 


appropriate or inappropriate: ‘For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid which is Jesus Christ',' B.P.3sGeneva 
SPAIN "Modern Errors" 


Under the title "Modern Errors", the liberal unofficial Catholic period- 
ical "Esprit" published in Paris, in its June issue reproduces an excerpt from 
"Nuevo Ripalda", a classical Spanish catechism published by “Arte Catolico's: 


"Q. What are the freedoms demanded by liberalism? - A, Freedom of con- 
science, freedom of worship, freedom of the Press. 


"Q. What is meant by 'freedom of the Press'!? - A, The right to print and 
publish, without prior censorship, all kinds of opinions, however absurd and 
pernicious. , 


"Q@. Is the Government under obligation to suppress such liberty through 
censorship? - A, Clearly. 


"Q. Why so? - A, Because it is the duty of the Government to prevent its 
subjects from falling victims to deceit and corruption, which is harmful to the 
common good, 


"@. Are there any other harmful liberties? - A, Yes: freedom of teaching, 
freedom of propaganda, freedom of assembly. 


"Q. Why are these liberties harmful? - A, Because they enable error to be 
taught, vice to be propagated and plots against the Church to be hatched, 


"@. Is it a grave sin to subscribe to a liberal publication? ~ A. Yes, 
because it means spending money on what is evil, putting one's hope in anarchy, 
and setting a bad example for others, 


"Q. What are the signs by which liberal papers may be recognised? - A, The 
following: (1) if they call themselves libsral; (2) if they stand up for free- 
dom of conscience,freedom of worship, freedom of the Press or any other liberal 
error; (3) if they attack the Holy Father,the clergy or the religious orders; 
(4) if they do not hesitate to sing the praises of the moral or intellectual 
Qualities of liberals or liberal organisations; (7) if they remain neutral in 
reporting the course of the battle in which our Lord Jesus Christ and His holy 
Church are now engaged against their enemies, 
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"Q, What is the rule for avoiding such error in all cases? - A, Never to 
read any paper without obtaining approval beforehand from one's confessor." 
E.P.S-.Geneva 


GERMANY The Church's Struggle 


Agreement, Reached 

In accord with the wishes of the Conference of Evangelical Churches in 
Eastern Germany, and at the invitation of the Prime Minister of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, Herr Grotewohl, a discussion took place on June 10 between re- 
presentatives of the Cabinet and of the Protestant Church, The Church delegates 
included Bishop Dibelius of Berlin, Bishop Beste of Schwerin, Bishop Hahn of 
Dresden, Bishop Mitzenheim of Eisenach, Bishop Muller of Magdeburg, Bishop 
Scheven of Greifswald, Superinvendent-General Krummacher of Berlin, and Probst 
Gritber, the Church's special representative to the Hast German Governnent, 
Among those present on the Government side were Herr Grotewohl himself, the 
Deputy Premier Herr Nuschke, and the Minister for State Security, Herr daisser. 
The results of the discussion were described by the Prime Minister's public 
relations department as follows: 


"The object of the discussion was to re-examine the relations between 
Church and State in the German Democratic Repuolic. The negotiations, which 
were carried on in a spirit of mutual understanding, achieved a high degree of 
unanimity concerning the re-establishment of normal relations between State and 
Church. The view, held by all, that the most urgent concern of every German to- 
day is to bring about the unity of our country and the conclusion of a peace- 
treaty, demands that the obstacles in the way of this development be overcome, 
For this reason the Government representatives stated their willingness to 
guarantee the Church freedom of action in accordance with the provisions of the 
East German Vonstitution. The Church delegates for their part undertook to 
abstain from all unconstitutional attempts to encroach upon or influence econom- 
ic and political affairs, On the basis of the agreement reached, the following 
directives were issued; 


11, No further measures whatsosar shall be undertaken against the so- 
called 'Junge Gemeinde! and other church organs, The Prime Minister's office 
for youth affairs shall be requested, with the help of representatives from the 
Church, the Junge Gemeinde and the Free German Youth, to see that all points at 
issue concerning the Junge Gemeinde are cleared up. 


"2, All schoolchildren who have been expelled from high schools in con- 
nection with the investigation as to their membership in the Junge Gemeinde 
shall be immediately readmitted. They shall be given the opportunity of making 
up the examinations they have missed. As to the reinstatement of teachers dis- 
missed for the same reason, the Ministry of People's Education shall arrange for 
immediate reconsideration and decision. 


"3, All expulsions from Universities in connection with membership in 
Evangelical or other “tudentengemeinden' (Student sombunities) shall be revised 
immediately by the Secretariat of State for Higher Education, and a decision 
shall be reached by June 20, 1953. 
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"4, The Ministry of People's Education shall work out directives for the 
provision of religious instruction in schools. The limitations imposed thereon 
since January 1, 1953, shall be re-examined and suspended. 


5, Establishments and institutions of an ecclesiastical character which 
have been requisitioned by the authorities shall be restored to their former 
administrators eee 


"6, Regarding the reservation and allocation of places in church holiday 
homes on the Baltic, responsibility for such action and decision is hereby trans - 
ferred tothe Ministry of the Interior, 


"7, Sentences passed by the courts shall be re-examined and unjustly severe 
judgments revoked, 


"8, The ordinance of March 29, 1951, making advance notification of any 
intention to organise church meetings or other functions compulsory, shall be re- 
examined and cases of unnecessary hardship therefrom resulting shall be remedied. 


"9, Government subsidies to the Churches shall be paid according to the 
rules earlier agreed upon," 


Relaxation of Tension 

The Council cf the Evangelical Church in Germany has decided to send a 
message to the Protestant parishes of the country concerning the recent relaxation 
of tension in the Eastern Zone. This message has been forwarded to the member 
Churches of the Council with a request that it be read from the pulpits of ear 
Protestant Churches. Jt runs as follows: 


"The very considerable change which has taken place in the position of our 
Evangelical Churches in the East of our country impels us to call upon Hvangelic- 
al parishes all over Germany to rejoice with them in gratitude and brotherly 
affection. We have often asked our parishes in the West to think of their 
brothers and sisters in the East, both old and young. We have asked them to 
give the support of their intercessient to the Junge Gemeinde faced with such 
heavy trials, and to provide those gifts which the Churches must have if they 
are to carry out their work of preaching, teaching the young, and displaying 
Christian charity. We thank all those who have given ear to our plea. It has 
been proved that the love of Christ in this country is still a power which unites 
and binds beyond all the frontiers which man can erect, 


"It would ill become us in this hour to discuss the reasons which have led 
to such a transformation, It would equally ill become us to fix our attention 
on what has not yet been achieved, The facts are there. We can but see in 
these facts the answer to many a prayer offered by our congregations, The 
Churches in the German Democratic Republic have gone through a bitterly hard 
time. During this period God has by His grace led us on, We have again ex- 
perienced that blessing which God lays upon the suffering of Christians. We now 
gratefully accept this new beginning from His hand. We have discovered anew the 
truth in the old hymn that says ‘when the hours have passed, help comes in with 
power', 
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t4y such an hour men may not boast. Yet we may in gratitude salute those 
to whom Christ gave the strength to bear uncompromising witness to His glory in 
such an awful time, We think especially of the members of the Junge Gemeinde, 
whe stood forth valiantly and bore faithful witness before the whole world. 


"And now we trustfully commend the future to God.- There is still much 
distress among our German people. There are still countless hundreds to whom 
no effective help has as yet come. It is particularly apparent that we cannot 
forget those of our brethren who are in captivity, and we continue our unfail- 
ing intercession for them. The goal of our reunion as a single German nation, 
living in freedom and real peace, is yet a distant one, but we may hope that 
God is bringing us ever nearer step by step. In Him Whose aid we have just 
received afresh we put our trust, To Him we raise our hands in prayer that He 
will grant His grace to Church and nation in the days ahead. 


"Thou wilt accomplish Thy most mighty work, 
Thou Who art Judge and Baviour of the world, 
Wilt turn again the sorrow of mankind, 
However dark Thy path, O Holy one. 

Faith never ceases to beseech, and Thou 


Dost act beyond man's bid or understanding," B.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA First Christian Journalism Class 


(Nagpur):- More than a third of the students in India's first Christian 
college journalism course (see EPS No. 29, 1952) already are working on news- 
papers. They attend classes before and after a day's work on the papers in 
Nagpur. 


The new department of journalism, in Hislop College, opened last June to 
provide professional training for both professional and religious journalism 
and to experiment with writing for newly-literate people, The class already 
has produced what is described as a pioneering manual for writers of literacy 
materials, The work, still in manuscript stage, will serve as the text for the 
1953-54 class. . 


Hislop College, a Christian institution, is affiliated with Nagpur Uni- 
versity. The 42 students attending the first session in journalism came from 
eight states, and include graduates of nine Indian universities. E.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES S.V.ul, Joins National Council of Churches 


The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. approved at its recent meeting in Chicago, Ill. the affiliation of 
the 13th interdenominational agency with the National Council - the 67-year old 
Student Volunteer Movement which enlists college students for active Christian 
service in home and foreign missions, Under an agreement, it will retain the 
right to decide its own policy and programme. It also will keep its present 
name. E.P.S Geneva 
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UNITED STATES "The New Idolatry" 


Dr John A. Mackay, the recently elected Mcderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., has issued a statement on "The New Idolatry"! from which we quote: 


"Something is happening in these days which every true American, especial-~ 
ly every true Christian, should view with concern, A new form of idolatry, a 
religious devotion to something other than God and His Kingdom is gripping the 
popular mind in our country. Detestation of Communi.sm is producing in certain 
circles a religious fervour, and this fervour is creating a substitute religion. 
A passionate, unreflective opposition to the Communist demon is coming to be re- 
garded as the one and only true expression of Americanism and even of Christianity. 


It is proper to abhor Communism. Communism is an evil; let there be no 
mistake about that. But the spirit to which I refer, this new cult of negation, 
is something quite different. It is a form of idolatry, which, as always happens 
in idolatrous attitudes, engenders fanaticism, Fanaticism is a mood of the human 
spirit which glorifies feeling. It stifles thought; it rejects the formulation 
of questions requiring calm reflection. The reason is obvious. Any appeal to 
thought might diminish the white-heat of passion in which the devotees of the new 
cult desire to live. 


"This cult of idolators, which teaches its devotees that the ore absolute 
for which they should live at the present time is te fight Communism, to discover 
and indict Communists, and to label as suspect all who do not follow the cultist 
party line, awakens certain reflections: 


"It is perilous for at human being to live by negation. No man dare de- 
dicate his life in an absolute sense to combat something unless he proclaims and 


Lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about. the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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incarnates in his own life the positive values for which men should stand, ‘Two 
perils are inherent in this attitude of religious negation, 


"(1) Fanatical anti-Communists admit as partners with them in their 
crusade totalitarian elements of the Fascist type, Let there be no mistake 
about it, The victory of Fascists, political, social «x religious, would be as 
disastrous for the United States and humanity as would the victory of Communism, 
And this Fascist demon is by no means dead; it awaits the chance to assert it- 
self in our own and other countries, It would be ready to fill the vacuum which 
would ensue after the demon of Communism had been exorcised; that is to say, 
unless positive values were ready to fill the void, 


"(2).The second peril that is latent in a crusading negation is this: 
Zeal to unmask and arraign Communists and alleged ‘fellow travellers' lead to 
disregard of those freedoms to which a person is entitled as a human being. 
There is emerging a pattern of enquiry which is new in our American heritage: 
investigation is becoming inquisition, Attempts are made to violate the shrine 
of personal opinion, and to indict a man for his private judgments, expressed 
or unexpressed, in public, IMen are being held guilty on account of casual 
associations which, in the course of their lifetime, they may have had wita 
people whose ideas or attitudes might properly be regarded as heretical, or even 
treasonable, When crusading loyaliy to a negation is viewed in this light, we 
understand the truth of what that great French Protestant thinker, André Siegfried 
said recently: 'There is one thing more dangerous than Communism; it is anti- 
Communism, ! 


"The Christian Church is called upon to reassume its prophetic role in 
our time, The only way in vhich men can be saved from the pressure of false 
absolutes, whether they be negations or affirmations, is that they be summoned 
to the one ultimate loyalty which is the recognition and service of the Living 
God, In terms of this supreme loyalty all things human must be both seen and 
served, Man is truly free only when he has become God's captive, Only in 
captivity to God as He is revealed in Christ is man made fit to do what is good 


and to serve what is true,'! E.P.o.Geneva 
INDONESIA Meeting of the Council of Churches 


The Council of Churches in Indonesia, created in May 1950, is meeting for 
the first time from dune 20-30, 1953. The meeting, which is to be called every 
three years, has gathered representatives of 30 Churches, representing about 
2,900,000 Christians, Churches represented are: the Battack Church, the Karo 
Battack Church, the Methodist Church of Sumatra, the Evangelical Church of 
Kalimantan, the Church of the Minahassa, the Church of Bolaang-Mongodow, the 
Church of the Celebes, the Toradja Church, the Buginess Church, the Church of 
Halmaheira, the Church of the Moluccas, the Churches from Timor, Sumba and Bali, 
the Chinese Church, as well as the Reformed (Gereformeerde) Churches in Indonesia. 


There is a strong feeling that it is necessary to work for the union of 
the Churches in Indonesia, There is also a keen interest in this meeting abroad. 
Among those scheduled to attend are Dr R, Manikam, Secretary for East Asia of 
the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, a repre- 
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sentative of the Australian Corncil for the World Council of Churches, of the 
National Christjan Council of Japan, a delegate from New Zealand, Messages have 
arrived from Pakistan, India, Belgian Congo, Kenya, Germany and Italy. The 
Dutch Missionary Council and the World Council have designated Dr U.H. van Beyma 
as their representative for this meeting, The National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. has also sent two people. 


The subjects of the conference are: "The Caristian Hope", "En Route for 
the One Church", "The Responsible Society,'' These are among the themes to be 
considered by the Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches at Evanston, 
in 1954. Furthermore, subjects to be discussed are: missions, literature, 
education, medical and social activities, youth work, chaplaincy of the Amy, 
relation between Chuich and State, 


The great question is what will the One Church of Christ in Indonesia 
look like? Indonesia does not know the many different denominations known among 
the many Churches of the West, But on the other hand, the different attitudes 
and groups in Indonesia can easily stand in the way of the unity of the Church, 
Therefore the question about the unity of the Church in Indonesia should go to- 
gether with the question as to what is the true Church of Christ. For that 
reason all delegates will together partake of the Lord's Supper in order to 


experience more deeply the union in Christ, B.PeS. Geneva 
GREECE A Thousand Churches Reconstructed 


On June lst, 1953, a solemn ceremony was held in Athens, in which His 
Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens presented the King of Greece, as represent~ 
ative of the people, with a silver replica of a Byzantine church as a symbolic 
delivery of the 1000 churches rebuilt after their destruction during the war, 
The ceremony was held on the fifth centennial of the fall of Constantinople. 
His Beatitude made it clear that no offence was meant to the Turks whatsover, 
"as today they are our close allies in the universal struggle for freedom," 


in giving a report of the church reconstruction work the Archbishop 
stated that a sum of 22,106,487 drachma was gathered from a nation-wide collec- 
tion. In addition the World Council of Churches donated a sum of 281,171, 350 
drachma. Thousands cf people volunteered their services in helping to rebuilt 
the devastated churches, ‘726 destroyed churches were repaired, 114 wifinished 
churches were completed and 293 were founded, of which 99 have been fully con- 


pleted, There still remain 300 villages with no houses of worship whatsoever. 


the Archbishop added that the work of the Church Reconstruction Programme 
is by no means near completion, as there are still some 500 other churches which 
will be given to the Greek people in due course, It is an admitted fact, he 
concluded, "that there is an unbreakable bond between the Orthodox Church and 
the Greek nation, as, perhaps there is in no other nation," H.PeS. Geneva 


¥ 
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GERMANY Covistian Institutions Restored 


On the basis of the agreement reached between representatives of the 
Church and of the Hast German Republic (see EPS No. 25), the Neinstedt Institu- 
tions, which look after imbeciles and epileptics and take in charity boarders, 
have been restored to church administration, They had been taken over on May 2, 
by a Government commission, The Neinstedt deaconess arrested on April 21 has 
been released, 


State Subsidies Restarted 

The Hast German Government ordinance blocking the State subsidies payable 
to the Church has now been reversed, The subsidies due for the first four 
months of this year, totalling some four million marks, have been paid out. 


Church Functions Permitted 

Propst Gruber, the Evangelical Church's representative to the East German 
Government, who lives in vest Berlin but works for an East berlin church, has 
crossed tee sector boundary to perform his pastoral service. The Soviet military 
authorities are allowing services to be held in all churches in Kast Berlin and 
the Zone, All church functions and official procedure are still continuing, 
though in the areas now proclaimed as being in a state of emergency the curfew 
has to be observed, 


Bishop Dibelius and the Authorities 

~ The Bishop of Berlin and ‘Brandenburg, Dr Dibelius, President of the Coun- 
cil of the Evangelical Church in Germany, has appealed - according to the 
Evangelical Press Service of Bethel-Bielefeld ~- in the name of his Church to the 
Soviet High Commissioner for Germany, Mr. Semyonov, to give his favourable con- 
sideration to the justified demands of the working class. He also made repre- 
sentations to the competent West Berlin authorities for the re*sase of Herr 


Nuschke, the Kast German Laputy Premier, H.P,SeGeneva 
ee __ Shristian King of Barotselend in Europ» 


HH. Mwanawina III, Paramount Chief of Barotseland, in Northern Rhodesia, 
is a Christian, He rebeivot his earliest education at oe schools established 
by the Paris Evangelical Missionary Society, and subsequently studied at I-ove- 
dale College, South Africa, 


When he arrived in London for the Coronation, he was officially weicomed 
by representatives of the Churches, At the French church in Soho Square he ask- 
ed that prayers be said for the continuance and fruitfulness of the work begun 
in his country. 


On his way home, accompanied by his Prime minister, Walvbita, he visited 
Paris, where he was received by the Paris Missionary Society and introduced to 
Pastor Marc Boegner. He then travelled to Geneva, where, after being received 
by the Council of State, he desired to visit the Cathedral cf St. Peter. A re- 
ception was given for him by Councillor and Mme Picot, at which the guests in-~ 
cluded representatives of the Geneva Committee of the Paris Missions and Dr 
Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council cf Churches, 

h,P.S. Gensva 
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GREAT BRITAIN The International Congregational Council Meets 


: in Scotland 
| The seventh International Congregational Council Assembly met at St. 

| Andrews University from June 20-29 under the moderatorshi.o of Dr Douglas Horton 

| of the United States. Over 500 delegates and visitors were present from thirty 
| countries including representatives of the Remonstrant Brotherhood of the Nether- 
lands, the Swedish Mission Covenant Churches, the Danish Mission Covenant, the 
Free Church of Finland, the Greek Evangelical Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and the United Protestant Churches in the Palatinate as well as from the 
) Congregational Unions of the United States and the British Commonwealth. The 

| theme of the Assembly was "Congregational Churchmanship." 


Speaking of "The Foundation of Christ" Dr Lovell Cocks, Principal of the 
Western College, Bristol, said that "Congregationalists have laid stress on the 
voluntary nature of church membership, We have sometimes made it appear that our 
church covenants in which we promised one another that«we would walk together in 
the way of Christ were the corporate acts whereby our Churches were established, 
The qualities of being a voluntary covenanted association and having a democratic 
constitution may be inseparable accidents, but they are not the essence of the 
Church as Congregationalists understand it... The Church is the Church God 
gathers, Its foundation is in His free grace, and its beginning in His saving 
Word, It is from above, not from below; from heaven not from men. 


Commenting on the apostolic succession through episcopacy Dr Cocks saids 
"Congregationalists have no insuperable objection to episcopacy as such, and in 
the united Church of the future we may come to understand and value it, Put I 
trust we shall continue to deny, as we now deny, that it constitutes that con- 


The aim of the E:cumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


No. 27 - July 3, 1953 | -2- y 194 


tinuity. By God's grace we already stand in the real apostolic succession, for 
it is in the contemporary Christ, the living Lord, that the Church's life across 
the centuries is summed up and secured, The outward succession is to be sought 
in the unchanging Gospel itself, the Word of God," 


In his secretarial report Dr Sidney Barry said the Congregationalists had 
helped considerably in union movements in Japan, China, North and South India, 
Canada and the Philippines, Addressing the Assembly in plenary session Dr 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, said that 
the unity of the people o£ God must be discovered and not arranged, Unity, he 
believed, was only possible in a dimension of depth, where tne various traditions 
"took the plunge" in understanding rather than in discussing differences, ‘The 
Rev, Elfan Rees of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and 
Dr Edgar Chandler of the Refugee Service of the World Council of Churches, also 
addressed the assembly. Dr Maurice Watts, England, was inducted as incoming 


Moderator of the Council, BR. Po Geneva 
INDONESIA General Assembly of the National Council of Churches 


(Djakarta):~ The second General Assembly of the National Council of 
Churches opened on June 20 (see ETS No, 26), in the presence of representatives 
of all Churches and Christian groups in Djakerta, as well as the Minister of 
Social Affairs and a representative of the Ministry of HKeligion, 


After a period of worship Dr Moelia, chairman of the N.C.0., outlined the 
history of the N.C.C. The following greetings of Mr Soekarno, President of the 
Republic of Indonesia, were read by Dr Leimena, vice-chairman cf the N.C.C, and 
Minister of Health: 


"...L greet you and in you I greet the Christian Church in Indonesia 
which you represent: I greet you with the greeting of one who knows how to 
appreciate the spiritual life of his neighbour and with the greeting of the 
President of a State which is based on the Pantja Sila" (five pillars on which 
the Indonesian State is based: Belief in God Almighty, Nationalism, Democracy, 
Social Justice, Humanity). "I earnestly pray that your conference may proceed 
well and that it may have good results, namely the formation of one Christian 
Church in our country. 


‘Religion is a way of spiritual government which rules the relationship 
of man with God and of man with man... The basic difference between men and 
animals is even that men bear responsibility one for the other. I hope that this 
feeling of responsibility... is really felt by the Indonesian people as a whole, 
by the Christians among each other as well as by the Christians in their rela- 
tions with non-Christians, The Indonesian nation whish is composed of people 
of different religions can only become one strong nation in its relations with 
other countries, and inwardly, when each Indonesian feels himself to be a member 
of one big family and when each man feels himself ‘his brother's keeper'..." 


On Sunday June 21, an ecumenical service was held in which all Protestant 
Churches in Djakarta took part, led by the Rev, W.J. Rumambi, general secretary 
of the National Christian Council, 
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Messages of greetings were read from the National Christian Councils of 
New Zealand, India, Kenya, Congo, South Africa, the Waldensian Church in Italy, 
the Evangelical Church in Germany, the Methodist Church in South Rhodesia, the 
Swedish Missionary Council, the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Holland the 
the Netherlands Missionary Council, The Rev, Rajah B, Manikam, representing 
the International Missionary Council and the World Vouncil of Churches, read a 
letter of greetings sent by Dr Visser 't Hooft, in which the General Secretary 
of the W.C.C. expressed appreciation for the fact that the Indonesian Council 
of Churches had taken as its theme the central theme of the second Assembly of 


the World Council,nm¢ty "Christ - The Hope of the World," E.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES No Discrimination in Admission to University 
. of the South 


(Sewanee):— After six and half hours of consideration the trustees of 
the University of the South (Episcopalian) in Sewanee adopted by 78-6 the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

"Whereas, the constitution and ordinances of the University of the South 
do not deny admission of students because of race or colour, 


"Be it therefore resolved that the board of trustees instruct the vice- 
chancellor and the authorities charged with admission of students to the School 
of Theology to give all applications for admission thereto sincere and thorough 
consideration without regard to race,!! 


Bishop Mitchell of Tennessee commenting afterwards said: "It makes ex- 
plicit what was implicit in my opinion in the action of last year," 


The University of the South, owned by 22 Protestant Episcopal dioceses 
in ten Southern States,had been under criticism since 1952 when its board of 
trustees rejected a recommendation to admit Negro students to its School of 
Theology. Hight faculty members resigned their academic positions in protest 


against the ban (see EPS No, 6). E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Bishop Oxnam Will Answer False Accusations 


Following the accusation by Rep. Donald L. Jackson of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee in an address in the House last April (see EPS No. 
21), affirming that Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam of Washington was "serving God on 
Sunday and the Communist front the rest of the week", the Methodist Church 
adopted a resolution demanding a public apology from Rep, Jackson for "his 
affront to the Methodist Church" and "disrespectful remarks" about Bishop Oxnam, 


"We call upon the people of the United States", the resolution reads, "to 
treasure the God-given rights of free men to think without fear and to express 
honest convictions without danger of threat or abuse,!! 


After that Mr. Jackson issued a statement asking a "thorough examination 
of the issue" in response to the resolution of the Methodist Conference. "The 
case of Bishop Oxnam cannot be settled by resolutions or publicity releases", 
Mr. Jackson said, Bishop Oxnam had been invited in the past to appear before 
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the Un-American Activities Committee but had declined the invitation. The ques- 
tion must be cleared as to whether he was a member or sponsor of Communist-front 
organisationse 


On June 11, Bishop Oxnam said he will testify at a public hearing before 
the House Un-American Activities Committee on July 21. Bishop Oxnam requested 
the Committee Chairman to be given an opportunity to answer "false allegations" 


against him in the Committee's files. B.P.o. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Death of ilethodist Leader 


Dr Scott Lidgett, C.H., D.D., LL.C., who was chosen to be the first pre- 
sident of the United Methodist Church in 1932 after the union of all the Method- 
ist Churches, died on June 16, at.the age of 98. 


He was one of the best known Wesleyan ministers and his public offices 
were innumerable. He was president of the National Council of the Evangelical 
Free Churches of England and Wales in 1906-07. and president of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Conference in 1908-09. From 1912 to 1915 he was president of the Free 
Church Council, and became honorary secretary of the National Council of the 
Evangelical Free Churches in 1914. In the many conferences between Anglicans 
and Free Churchmen on Church Union, and in the presentation of successive 
Lambeth conferences of the position of the Nonconformists, his advice was con- 


sidered of great value. ReP.oe Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Old Catholic Synod 


The Synod of the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland held its 79th session 
on June 21 and 22, in the charming little town of Schaffhausen, 


On the statistical side, a slight increase is to be noted in the member- 
ship of the Old Catholic Church. A new diaspora parish has just been set up in 
the canton of Basle. In his report on the religious life of the Church, Bishop 
Kury, head of the Swiss diocese, spoke with satisfaction of its ecumenical con- 
nections, and emphasised the scove of the Cid Catholic relief undertakings, 
among whose beneficiaries were the Eastern Orthodox refugees living in Switzer- 


Prof. U. Kury, of the Old Catholic theological faculty of Berne University, 
read a most interesting paper on “he problem of "Confession and Ecumenicity". 
He expounded the Old Catholic position as contrasted with the so-called "cathol- 
ic" and "protestant" trends in the present ecumenical movement. Old Catholicism, 
resolutely abiding as it did by Catholicism in its original form, considered 
ecumenism as fundamental unity in faith, accompanied by lawful independence for 


individual Churches, _ E.P.S,. Geneva 
GERMANY Readmissions to Schools 


The readmission of schuolchildren who had been expelled because they be- 
longed to the Junge Gemeinde is now going ahead in the Eastern Zone, Further- 
more, as regards the coming year's intake of primary-school pupils into high 
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school, it has been ordered that no obstacles are to be placed in the way of 
- duly-qualified children from the middle classes seeking to attend high school, 


According to the latest details, 60 high-school pupils in Halle have 
been readmitted to their classes, Out of 19 pupils expelled and 30 teachers 
dismissed in the Eastern Sector of Berlin, 16 pupils and 25 teachers are said 
to have been already reinstated, In the Humboldt University of East Berlin, 
there has been a re-examination of the cases of students sent down for belong- 
ing to the student parish there; 3 of the 5 students have been allowed to 
begin their studies again, 


"Neve Zeit", the East Berlin paper, further announces that under the new 
judicial measures the sentences on pastors and members of the Junge Gemeinde 
"are being re-examined with a view to eliminating excessive severities." 


Prayers that have been Heard 

This is the heading “of a message from influential church circles in 
Eastern Germany, "The first tangible alleviations", it says, “have begun: 
schoolchildren have been taken back, examinations which Christian candidates 
had failed have been re-sat with success, catechists have been allowed to teach 
Christian tenets in the schools again. The great charitable institutions have 
been restored to their rightful ecclesiastical administration, Many church 
members who had been arrested for ‘economic offences! have been released, But 
the negotiations for our arrested and imprisoned pastors and other church 
officials are still in the air, At this time above all, (Christian people must 
not grow lax in their intercessions for these ovr brothers and sisters, It is 
on this point that the decision is still to be taken whether we are to be re- 
lieved likewise of this, the greatest burden laid upon us by the recent battle 
between Church and State, 


"Of course, we may ask sceptically, ‘Is all this just political manoeuvring?’ 
And why shovid it not be? All through church history, no persecution cf Christ- 
ians or oppression of the Church has ever ended without the rulers of the State 
having their political reasons for stopping it. Christian people always do, in 
every harassment by the political powers of this world, live from one reprive 
to another. That is something we have just learnt very palpably all over again. 
It is no reason to be sceptical; it is a reason for profound gratitude, be- 
cause we have realised once more that history does not unfold as men plan that 
it should, There is a Lord of history, Who can divert like rivulets the hearts 
of men, even the hearts of politicians, After a time in which many Christians, 
young and old, were daily encompassed by dread and danger, we are grateful for 
an hour of refreshment, God forbid that we should sleep that hour away in com- 
fortable security and complacency, God grant us the spirit of forgiveness, 
forgiveness likewise of these who have reviled and persecuted us, Gcd give us 
anew, genuine, spiritual struggle with the convinced adherenvs of a matarial- 
ist philosophy," 


The message concludes with the following statement concerning the recent ! 
turn of events: "There is no doubt that the great solidarity and firm:2ss with 
which, above and beyond all other purely ecclesiastical differences, our eight 
Eastern Established Churches, the Bishops and Boards, and above all the pastors 
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and congregations stood together, contributed very substantially to this change 
in conditions, Last but not least, however, we thank our Christian brethren 
beyond the zonal borders in the whole Evangelical Church of Germany, and beyond 
that again in the world-wide ecumenical Christian community, whose intercession 
and support strengthened and comforted us in these months, Faith in the One 
Holy Christian Church has become once again a thankiul reality tc us. We can 
only ask God to hear our prayer when we pray in the words of the Early Christ- 
ians under oppression, chosen as our watchword for this eventful. month of June: 
‘And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that 


with all beidness they may speak thy word!,! E.P.S,Geneva 
FRANCE Franco-German Meetings 


The fourth annual meeting organised by the Fraternal Council of the Pro- 
testant Churches of France and Germany met at Biévres, near Paris, from June 19 
to 21, This occasion was part of a larger whole, seeking to develop understand- 
ing between the respective Churches and consequently between the two countries 
(exchanges and visits by pastors and lecturers, organisation of youth camps, 
exchange of news, etc.). 


Each country was represented by some twenty delegates, half being laymen 
and half clergy. The theme this year was "The Christian Hope", a preparatory 
study for the Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Evanston in 1954, 


Several points were dealt with in detail at the discussions, and we quote 
the following findings: 


"The principal characteristic of Christian eschatology is that it awaits 
not something but Someone - Jesus Christ, incarnate, dead and risen, ascended 
into heaven and present in the Church, Whom we await and Whom we know as the 
One Who shall, on the Last Day, make fully manifest the new life which He 
brought into the world. This hope sets us free, every day of our lives, from 
all Utopian hopes, all false terrors: the future no longer menaces us, Not- 
withstanding, because we await Him Who from His love for us became inan, we know 
that we are linked with all men in their hopes and in their distress, For that 
reason we must not stand aloof from them in self-righteousness and self-will..." 


"As members of the French and German Churches meeting in Biévres, we thank 
God that, in spite of our weakness, we are sensible of the truth, justice, love 
and peace of the Kingdom of God, We-.believe that to wait upon that Kingdom 
binds us together, and demands that we should not allow to come between us 
either the lies put out by propaganda and the Press, or the unfairness of facile 
judgment, or the impediments of boundary and bias, or least of all the ancier 
hatreds. We would strive, each in our own country, and primarily in ovr 
Churches, for the barriers to be overth:vown, especially the barriers of ideology. 


"In our view, the hope which has been given us is an obligation upon us 
to do everything in our power to ensure that a hope may be restored to these 
who, after going through war, ideological persecution and the cleavage of their 
country, have no hope left," E.P.S.Geneva 


. 
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FRANCE Ecumenical Training Course 


The ecumenical training course organised annually by CIMADE will be held 
this summer from August 16 to 29 in Collonges-sous-Saléve, Savoy. 


The theme will be "The Holy Ghost", The lectures will be by the Rev. 
Richard Ruth (Anglican), Pastor Max Thurian (Community of Taizé), Fr. Irénée 
Dalmais, P.O. (Roman Catholic), Dean Charles Hauter (lutheran), and Prof, P. 
Evdokimov (Orthodox). 


The course will also include Bible study, led by the same speakers, on 
the Holy Ghost in the Old Testament, in the Synoptic Gospels, in the Acts of 
the Apostles, in St. John's thought and in St. Paul's, 


The aim of these ecumenical training courses is to enable people from 
various Churches and different countries to get to know each other as militant 
young Christiars belonging to a number of Churches, to acquire a serious know- 
ledge of the doctrines on which the Churches differ and the true reasons, as the 
true points of separation, to learn to respect and love the Christian.life and 
observance of other traditions, to deepen their faith and enrich their piety by 
the spiritual emulation to which these encounters give rise. In short, the aim 
of these courses is to train young people to understand the significance and 
value of the ecumenical movement and to sustain it by their prayers, their 


thoughts, their deeds and their whole lives, E.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Different Conceptions of Apartheid 


Recently Professor G.B.A. Gerdener, professor at the Theological Train- 
ing College of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk at Stellenbosch, and Chairman 
of the South African Bureau of Race Affairs (SABRA), said at a congress of 
students at Stellenbosch Universitys 


The ideal of "apartheid" (i.e, parallel but separate development of the 
two main racial groups in South Africa) may not be allowed to lead to the sole 
result of keeping the two racial groups apart, for this would be disastrous for 
the country. The true ideal of apartheid as supported by SABRA is intended to 
enable contacts to be made and bridges to be built. 


Professor Gerdener pointed out that a "fatal dualism" prevailed even 
among supporters of apartheid, "They want separation as such, but not at the 
cost of their own comfort and advantage or the abandonment of so-called cheap 
labour in the factory or on the farm, One fears that the ruling motive among 
the great majority of Europeans in South Africa for supporting apartheid or 
segregation is egotistic and not altruistic," B.P.oeGeneva 
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HUNGARY The Hungarian Churches and the Evanston Assembly 


The Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, U.S.A., 
in August 1954 will be preceded by considerable study and consultation among 
the member Churches. A growing number of groups in many lands are now engaged 
in this endeavour to express the ecumenical mind on the great issues confronting 
Christianity today. 


One of the most articulate partners in this conversation is the Hungarian 
Ecumenical Committee, Nationwide commissions, composed of leading churchmen and 
churchwomen, have been set up to study the preparatory Assembly materials. "Our 
endeavour is that our service in the ecumenical movement may be nurtured by the 
actual preaching that is done in our congregations, while this preaching may be 
enriched by the study of the ecumenical themes." 


The preliminary findings of the commissions have been submitted to the 
Study Department of the World Council of Churches in the form of a series of 
documents, together with a Message of the Hungarian Ecumenical Committee to the 
World Council of Churches, signed by the two presidents of the general synods 
of the Lutheran and Reformed Churches, Bishop Véto and Bishop Bereczky. 


"In the World Council of Churches and also in our own church life, it is 
by being comforted through each other's faith that we wish to exercise our 
unity", states the message, "We thankfully acknowledge that both the main theme 
and the subsidiary themes of the Second Assembly are of a truly ecumenical 
nature; they are actual topics of discussion in the Churches wherever they may 
live in this world," The Hungarian Churches are therefore eager to collaborate, 
"hoping to learn of and from the statements by the other member Churches", and 
they would welcome "the comments of the study groups of the sister Churches on 
our studies," 


Lhe aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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The reports on the individual Assembly subjects lay particular stress on 
“those statements in the preparatory publications with which we gladly agree", 
while not witholding frank criticism on various points, especially relating to 
the Evanston Commission on International Affairs, Also in this controversial 
field, however, it is affirmed that "the antagonisms between the countries can- 
not obstruct the fellowship between the Churches which have the ministry of re- 
conciliation... We think it is the task of the World Council of Churches to 
express the common witness of the Churches, living in various situations of life, 
in a truly ecumenical spirit, courageously indicating the points on which the 
Churches, for the time being, cannot agree, We have promises that the Holy 
Spirit will reveal to us even what we cannot yet understand and agree upon." 

BeP.o-Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Baptists Sentenced 


Four leaders of the Baptist Church in Czechoslovakia have been sentenced 
to prison terms ranging from 5 to 18 years, according to a Czechoslovak news 
agency message reported by Reuter. All pleaded guilty to charges of espionage, 
treason, and "fomenting hatred of the popular--democratic régime of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia, under the guise of religious activity and under the 
direction of the World Baptist Union in the United States," 


They were Jindrich Prochazka, former director of a Baptist college in 
Prague (12 years); Jan Ricar, president of the Union of Baptists in Czecho- 
slovakia (18 years); Cyril Burget, secretary of the administration of the 
Baptist Church in Prague (7 years); and Michal Kejisiar, president of the 
Fraternal Association of the Baptists of Slovakia (5 years). 


Dr Edwin A, Bell in Zurich, representing the American Baptist Convention 
- which belongs to the Baptist World Alliance (not Union) ~ immediately declared 
that these accusations were entirely false. ‘ B.P.S.Geneva 


Theological Conferences of the Lutheran World Federation 


During the coming months the Lutheran World Federation is arranging 
theological conferences in Europe. Since 1949 these conferences have been held 
in various European countries with both American and European lecturers, This 
year the theme for the conferences is "The Work of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church'', They will begin at the end of July and will be held in London, Stras- 
bourg, Neuendettelsau, Loccum, Berlin, Copenhagen, Turku, Oslo, Amstercam, 
Paris, Florence, : 


So far, no similar conferences have been held in the United States, But 
next summer will be specially suitable for the holding of these conferences, as 
a large number of foreign theologians is expected to attend the World Council 
of Churches! Second Assembly at Evanston, J11. in August 1954, 


In this connection, the Bishop of Lund, Dr Anders Nygren, formerly Pre- 
sident of the Lutheran World Federation, has stated that "Lutheranism must, if 
it is to remain true to itself, develop the ecumenical tendencies inherent in 
it. Lutheranism's interest in the ecumenical movement is an interest not in 
something foreign to it, but in something which is part of its own nature." 

E.P.S.Geneva 
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EGYPT A Sign of Religious Toleration 


The celebration of the inauguration of General Mohammed Neguib as first 
President of the new Republic of Egypt took place in the former Royal Palace in 
Cairo on June 25, and was an event of considerable significance from the re- 
ligious point of view, Dignitaries of the Coptic Church and the Jewish religious 
community took part in the ceremonies alongside the representatives of Islam, as 
an outward and visible testimony to the policy of religious toleration to be 
followed by the Egyptian Republic. The pealing of bells mingled with the cries 
of the muezzins, "Allahu Akbar" (God is great), After the benediction by the 
supreme Muslim dignitary, Sheik Azahar, the Coptic Patriarch, Amba Jussab IT, 
prayed Almighty God to protect President Neguib, In his closing address, the 
head of the Coptic Christians of Egypt stressed that the new Government had, 
with the blessing of God, brought tolerance to the valley of the Nile. 


After the inauguration of the President, the Patriarch, the Chief Rabbi 
of Egypt (Dr Haim Nahum) and Sheik Azahar appeared with General Neguid on the 
balcony of the Palace, in front of which had gathered a huge crowd which greeted 


the new President withchouts of "long live the Republic!" B.P.5.Geneva 


UNETED STATES Christian Fellowship of University Teachers 


A Faculty Christian Fellowship was formed by educators who "believe that 
the Christian point of view does not have to be left outside the classroom when 
a professor begins teaching his supject," 


Dr Kirtley F, Mather, professor of geology at Harvard University, was 
elected chairman of the Faculty Christian Fellowship at its first national con- 
ference held in Parkville, Mo., on June 23, and Dr E, Harris Harbison, profes- 
sor of history at Princeton University, was elected chairman of the executive 
committee, Some 125 professors from state, private and church-related colleges 
and universities attended the sessions. The physical sciences were strongly re- 
presented among the delegates, particularly physics, chemistry and geology. 
Others present included teachers of literature and of vocational subjects, such 
as journalism and agriculture. The Fellowship is administratively linked with 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


"If one doesn't interpret facts from the Christian point of view, then 
one Will interpret them from some other viewpoint - atheistic , Comnunistic, 
materialistic", said Dr George F. Thomas, professor of religion at Princeton 
University. 


"This does not mean that we will try to make converts or force our point 
of view upon a student, We are teachers, not preachers, le recognise that our 
primary task is to be good teachers and scholars, but we point out that over and 
above the facts we teach is the interpretation of those facts. We believe in - 
the Christian interpretation, However, many teachers find this is easier said 
than done, One reason for this conference is that people teaching different 
subjects in different types of colleges want to know how to interpret facts, 

Say in physics or psychology, from the Christian perspective, without distort- 
ing the facts or trying to indoctrinate the students," E.P.S.Geneva 
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GERMANY A Recent Sermon by Bishop Dibelius 


Preaching in the Marienkirche in East Berlin on Sunday, June 28, on the 
text, "No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for 
the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:62), Bishop Dibelius declared that the Church should 
no longer talk of the "hard times" which lay behind it, but should make every 
possible use of the chances now being given to it once more, . 


Nor could it, he continued, by any part of the Church's task to say much 
about the events of June 17, The Church had, during those days, "felt more 
closely linked to the workers of honest mind than perhaps ever before in its 
history", And it did not forget those who had now been involved in fresh dis- 
tress and sorrow, "The heart of the Church of Christ beats always for those who 
are in grief and suffering, no matter what the cause," 


The Church was above all concerned as to what was to happen next. The 
Bishop himself answered that question - "something decisive has got to be done 
to achieve the reunification of Germany", He then read out the letter he had 
sent on June 26, 1953, as Evangelical Bishop of Berlin and in the name of the 
church boards of Eastern Germany, to the four High Commissioners, 


The Bishop's Letter to the High Commissioners. 

In his letter sent "by agreement with the Evangelical Church Board and 
with all church boards in the German Democratic Republic" to the four High 
Commissioners , Mr, James B, Conant, Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick, M, André Francois- 
Poncet and mr, Vladimir Semionov, the Bishop appeals to them as follows: 


"The Evangelical Church in Germany has again and again expressed its 
ardent hope for a speedy reunification of this country, not merely on political 
grounds — for the political side is beyond its particular sphere - but for the 
sake of the people for whose inner and moral life it bears responsibility, The 
events of the last few days have shown how serious and weighty these latter 
grounds are, It is not possible to rend a nation such as the Germans into two 
halves for years at a time, and to continue unceasingly making tiiis fission 
deeper and deeper, without causing many people finally to fall prey to complete 
inner despair, It is gravely to be feared that outbreaks such as the ons we 
have just experienced will repeat themselves and ultimately lead to moral chaos. 
_ Nothing can be done about it with military power, The right and lawful demands 
of the people will eventually have to be met, 


"The German people has expressed its will to reunification with unsurpas- 
sable unanimity, There will be a glad willingness in every section of opinion 
to make some practical contribution towards the achievement of this great desire. 
But whether such achievement can be brought about depends on the decision of 
the occupying Powers," 


The three High Commissioners of the Western occupying Powers answered 
Bishop Dibelius's appeal with identical personal letters, in which they say, 
"They (the Governments of France, Great Britain and the United States) agree 
that the recent events in Berlin and Eastern Germany have once again demonstrat- 
ed the urgent necessity for enabling Germany to regain her unity under libertar- 
ian conditions and subject to the requirements of peace all over Europe," 


No, 28 - duly 10, 1953 <5 204 


Release of Church Workers 

Out of some 70 cases cue for settlement under the agreement reached 
between representatives of the Evangelical Church and of the East German Govern- 
ment on June 10, 15 have already, in accordance with the wishes of the Church, 
been dealt with, This settlement is to include even sentences pronounced by 
courts of law against church representatives. 


Among those released so far, after condemnation for "economic offences", 
are Dr Martin Aster, warden of the Evangelical retreat home in Krummenhenners- 
dorf, Saxony, and his wife, Others released include Pastor Glinther liidke, of 
Rigen Island, sentenced to four months! hard labour, Pastor Arthur Nitze, of 
Chemnitz, Deacon Herbert Dost, of Leipzig, and Pastor Busch, of Veldten near ° 
Potsdam. 


Expulsions Suspended 


Eight students sent down from the Martin Luther University in Halle, for 
belonging to the Protestant student parish (Studentengemeinde) there, have been 
reinstated, 


Hamburg Church Rally to have Christians from the East 

The Prime Minister cf the East German Republic, Herr Grotewohl, has 
approved the 10,000 inter-Zone passes applied for by the German Evangelical 
Church Rally (Kirchentag) on behalf of the delegates from the Protestant parishes 
in the German Democratic Republic to the Kirchentag (August 12-16, 1953). 


_E.P.S.Geneva 
AUSTRIA New Church Centres 


On June 21, 1953, two new church projects in Villach, Carinthia, were 
consecrated by Bishoo Gerhard May, of the Lutheran Church, with Dr Bengt Hoff- 
mann present as representative of the sorld Council of Churches, The first is 
&@ parish centre for the 5,000 people composing the Protestant parish of Villach,. 
The other is an Evangelical schoolchildren's hostel, in part reserved for 
refugee children whose relatives live in areas where there are insufficient 
educational facilities for the children. 


Through the World Council, the relief organisation of the Swedish Church, 
"Svenska Kyrkohjalpen", helped to fit out the parish centre, The Lutheran World 
Federation also made a noteworthy contribution towards the building. The hostel 
received a donation from the Ford Foundation through the World Council. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


XUGOSLAVIA Quaker Seminar 


From August 1 to 22, 1952, a Quaker seminar organised by the European 
members of the American Society of Friends, as part of their International Study 
Programme, is to be held in Crkvenica, on the Dalmatian coast. Fourty students 
from various #uropean countries, the U.S.A., india, Pakistan, Ceylon and Egypt 
Will discuss ideological, cultural and economics problems now vitally affecting 
the lives of people in both East and West, and will also hear lectures on Yugo- 
Slavia. The Yugoslav Youth Association is taking part in the organisation of 
this International Quaker Seminar, #.P.S,Geneva 
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"The Ecumenical Review" and 
"The International Review of Missions" 


The latest issue (Vol. 4) of the quarterly "The Ecumenical Review! begins 
with a paper by Dr Leslie E, Cooke, Secretary of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, on the implications of ecumenical loyalty, ensuing from the 
fact that the ecumenical movement is gift of God. The contribution which 
follows, by Prof, Reinhold Niebuhr, of Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
deals with the theme of the forthcoming Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954, "Christ - the Hove of the World", and is written as a witness 
to the faith and love by which thad‘hope is upborne, Prof. H.D. Wendland, the 
noted New Testament scholar, of Kiel, in his observations on the relevance of 
eschatology for social ethics, seeks to remove the social efforts of our time 
from the realm of sheer "substitute religions," and into that of the love of 
Christ and their relation to the Kingdom of God, 


The Review further deals with the problem of intercommunion as experienc- 
ed at the world conference of Faith and Order in Iund in 1952, Two well-known 
ecumenical figures, Dr J.H. Gunning, of Holland, who died in 1905, and Abbé 
Paul Couturier, of Lyons, who died a few months ago and was, like his Dutch 
fellow-pioneer of Christian unity, the very incarnation of the ecumenical cause, 
are vividly pictured for the reader as living epitomes of that "theology of the 
Holy Spirit", which gives the ecumenical movement its strength and its raison 
dtétre, , 


The rest of the volume is devoted to recent events in the Christian 
Church in various parts of the world - "The Witness of the Prisoners", i.e. 
the struggle of the Church in the Eastern Zone of Germany, "Highlights of 
Inter-Church Aid and Refugee News", and so on. The world Church's reflections 
on its tragic history since the fall of the Byzantine Empire in 1453 are ex- 
pressed in a short survey of the last five hundred years, which have today 
brought us notwithstanding the spread of Orthodoxy over the vhole world, 


A parallel is furnished by the latest issued of the "International Heview 
of Missions", which deals first of all with the Christian mission to the rural 
world, Prof. W,Manson, of Edinburgh, writes on the way in which Christian 
mission work is moulded by the Bible. Articles on the spread of Christianity 
in Asia, Orthodox missions today, missionary experience in China and the Pro- 
testant movement in Indonesia bring home to the reader the Churches! respons~ 
ibility as missionary bodies, as does a paper on "The Lay Worker as a New Type 
of Missionary," Finally, the Review lists some problems of African education 
as discussed by the Cambridge Conference in 1952, which achieved considerable 
success in its efforts for the encouragement of education in the territories 


of the British Crown, i. P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY ; Distinction for Dr Hermann Ullmann 


The President of the German Federal Republic, Prof, Heuss, has conferred 
the Cross of the Merit on Dr Hermann Ullmann, of Geneva, until recently editor 
of the lutheran World Federation periodical "Lutherische Rundschau", in re- 
cognition of his services to the Federal Republic, E.P.S. Geneva 


We 
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- World Coun Council of Churches hes Refugee Service at Work 
Nearly $500,000 of Era aoueaat on funds were administered by the World 


more, every dollar given by the Ford Foundation released three additional dollars 
from member Churches of the World Council and other public, private and govern-_ 
mental ‘sources. 


yr Rees The. Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, which main- 
tains representatives co-operating with the Churches in more than forty countries 
and territories, serves as the administrator of Ford Foundation Funds, of which 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is trustee, These funds are 

— allocated specifically for two types of assistance: help in the social assimila- 
tion and economic integration of refugees in countries of first asylum; and help 
me towards the resettlement of che and shely re-establishment in countries of 
final ca 


Pity bayer projects in fifteen ere Ta have been initiated by the 
Churches or the Department so far this year, Projects range from providing hous- 
ing facilities and apprenticeship and vocational training to offering cultural, 
spiritual and material opportunities for the wholesome development of cele ta 
youth. 


. 


: These World Goto 1 of Churches! projects aided by funds from the Ford — 
_ Foundation are being developed in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, Trieste and Turkey, Resettlement of refugees in Australia, Canada and 

_ several countries of Latin America has also been facilitated by Ford funds. The 


ph w.C,0, aoe of wesetilement and field officers all over the world co-operate 


Council of Churches on behalf of refugees during the first half of 1953. Fuarther- 
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with the Churches in the exacting task of carrying out these continuing pro- 


jects to improve the lot of the refugees. B.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA An Ecumenical View on the Race Problem 


A remarkable concensus on the attitude of the Churches towards the racial 
problem is demonstrated by the answers received to a questionnaire sent out by 
Dr, Ben J, Marais, author of "Color ~ Unsolved Provlem of the West", recently 
published in Cape Town by Howard B, Jimmins, Queries went to an international 
group of well-known Reformed and Lutheran theologians in Europe and America, 
who did not know what answers the others were giving. 


Among those receiving the questionnaire were Dr, J. Blauw (Netherlands 
Missionary Council), Dr. H, Berkhof (Kerk en Wereld Institute, Driebergen), and 
Prof, Berkelbach van der Sprenkel (Utrecht) of Holland, Prof. Karl Barth (Basle) 
and Prof, Emil Brunner (Zurich) of Switzerland, the late Dr Samuel Zwemer 
(Princeton) of the United States, Prof. N, Dahl of Norway, Prof. Vischer (Mont- 
pellier) of France, and the late Dr. Karl Hartenstein of Germany. 


The following are some of the questions together with the answers received: 


1) "Does the Bible, according to your view, prescribe, permit or prohibit 

a 'volkskerkt (in the sense of an ethnical’ church)?" Dr. G,. Brillenburg Wurth 
(Holland), Prof, Emil Brunner, Prof, S, Zwemer and Prof, Karl Barth all con- 
sider that the answer is: "Prohibit", Prof, Vischer writes: "If the Church 
takes a somewhat different form in the different nations, according to their 
varying languages, customs and other special characteristics, that is not to 

say that this is forbidden by the Bible, But the Bible permits it only where 
the national or regional Church is open to all Christians of other types and 
origins," ; 


2) To the question "Do you believe that the Bible gives justification or 
leaves scope for a policy of enforced racial segregation within the Christian 
Church?" the general answer is "no", Prof, Berkof adds: "That is a sin." 
Prof, Berkelbach v.d. Sprenkel says: "The Bible gives a clear judgment against 
racial segregation... The ‘white Church! or ‘white congregation! praying: 
"Come Lord Jesus! will remember that Jesus himself was coloured, and did not 
change his skin in the ascension, so far as I know," 


3) On the question "'A policy of enforced racial segregation within the 
Christian Church can be justified on the ground that God willed separate races 
and nations... and therefore racial segregation (even within the Christian 
Church), so as to keep races intact, is not only permissible but a Christian 
duty.* Do you agree to this statement?" Prof. Barth replies: ‘No! Nazi- 
Theology’" and Prof. Brunner shows that "the question of race is a.modern con- 
cept not to be found in Scripture." Dr. Bavinck says: "No, I don't agree to 
this statement, although I feel that the Bible does not teach us to annihilate 
the differences between the races and nations. ‘They shall bring the glory and 
honour of the nations into the city of God' (Rev. 21:26), But it is one City, 
and one Church," 
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Prof, Dahl does not agree either. "The statement implies a denial of the 
very essence of the Church", he writes, "which does not belong to this present 
age (aeon), but to the new creation, inaugurated by the resurrection of Christ, 
whose body the Church is, The question, how far this should affect the attitude 
of the Christian to the existing differences in his civil life, is more compli- 
cated and does not need an answer here," 


4) "'All racial mixture is against the will and ordinance of God.! Do 
you subscribe to this view?" fo this qestion Dr Brillenburg Wurth replies: 
"This goes too far, to my opinion. God has ordained all things so that there 
is place for equality and inequality." Prof, Franz Leenhardt (Geneva) writes: 
"Racial mixture could only run counter to the will of God in so far as it en- 
tailed consequences injurious to physical and psychical health which were con- 
firmed by honest and knowledgeable observers (as with individuals of the same 
race, @.g. the problem of consanguinity).!! 


The late Dr Karl Hartenstein (Germany), in a statement combining the 
various questions, wrote: "There is no Christian possibility of a policy of en- 
forced racial segregation within the Christian Church... But in Christ all are 
one and we ought never to try to construct different Churches, specially not in 
the same territory. This is our most important experience during the third 
Reich - and in our German mission~history. Where we tried to do it we failed, 
more we became guilty... 


"We have to stand on the fact that there is no difference between races in 
the face of Christ... On the one side there is only one fold of Christ, one 
kingdom of God, one shepherd and one king. ‘That shows the deepest meaning of 
the unity of the Church... But the using of the terms of history shows that God 
Himself valuates also the differences among the '!ethnae! not with an absolute ~ 
but with an outspoken relative stress, The last words which St, John uses for 
our problem are very clear and helpful ‘and the nations shall walk in the light 
of it... and they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it! - 


the holy Jerusalem of the future," B.P.S Geneva 
INDIA | _ Three New Bishops for the Mar Thoma Church 


The Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Southern India, with a membership of over 
@ quarter million, occupies a unique place as an Eastern Orthodox Church which 
has also adopted some characteristics of the Churches of the Reformation. It 
has 356. parishes but only 178 ordained clergymen, Its two Bishops have been 
finding it extremely difficult to meet the demands of the growing pastoral and, 
missionary responsibilities of the Church. 


The Representative General Assembly of the Church decided three years ago 
that three new Bishops were to be consecrated, of whom one would have special 
responsibility for the missionary work of the Church in different parts of India 
and outside, Their consecration took place at Tiruvalla on May 23, 1953, in the 
presence of a huge congregation of about 30,000. 


it was a solemn service conducted in Malayalam by the Metropolitan Juhanon 
Mar Thoma, assisted by Bishop Mathews Mar Athanasius. The laying on of hands 
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was performed by the above two Bishops and Bishop Mar Kurilos, of the small in- 
dependent Syrian Church in Malabar district, The address on the occasion was 
given by Bishop Sandegren, of the Church of Sweden, who is the Bishop of the 
Tamil Lutheran Church in South India, 


"The delay of about two years that occurred in consecrating these three 
new Bishops after their election", writes P.O. Philip in "The Guardian" of June 
4, "has been caused by certain developments in the Church which are of more than 
temporary or local interest, During the last fifty years members of the Church 
have been having increasing contacts with leaders of Protestant Churches from 
the West... and have been influenced to adopt views held by extreme evangelic- 
als... But the large majority of the members of the Church desire to retain the 
simple rituals which they consider not essential but helpful in worship." A 
propaganda against the consecration of one of the candidates considered as a 


ritualist" went on for some months. "Now with the consecration of the three 
Bishops, the controversy has apparently come to an end,.." E.P.S.Geneva 
CHINA Reallocation of Missionaries from China 


Immediately before the exodus started in 1948 the position of China in 
the Continental European foreign missionary enterprise was as follows: 


Number of missionaries in April 1948: Denmark (81), Finland (42), Norway 
(295), Sweden (274), Germany (202), Switzerland (133). They represented in all 
43 different missionary societies. 


In the new China the Chinese themselves have actually taken over more and 
more of the responsibilities, with self-government, self-support, and self- 
propaganda as the fundamental principles, Thus the missionaries have been re- 
allocated as follows: 


Hongkong (22), Formosa (20), Japan (156), Manchuria (1), Central China 
(1), Malaya (33), Indonesia (2), Thailand (7), Ceylon (7), Africa (37), North 
Borneo (2), New Guinea (2), Other Fields (5), Superannuated (86), Deceased (29), 
Married (Women) (13), Home Church Missions, Headquarters, Deputation work, 


Students! work, etc, (271), Other work (107). E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN | Severe Flood Calls Forth Ecumenical Aid 


June's record 42 inches of rain in Kyushu, the southernmost island of 
Japan, brought with it a devastating flood that took at least 673 lives and cost 
the Japanese people an estimated 67 million dollars, 


_ The Japan International Christian Service Committee was able to step in 
quickly with a small measure of immediate aid. Two planeloads of relief cloth- 
ing were dispatched by Church World Service. The Rev. Reginald Helfferich, 
executive secretary of the Hvangelical and Reformed Church's Commission (U.S.A.) 
on World Service, arrived in Japan opportunely and acted not only for CWS but 
for the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the Worid 
Council of Churches. The result was that the Rev. Hallam C, Shorrock Jr., re- 
presentative in Japan for the Service to Refugees, made a three-day reconnais-— 
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sance trip in the wake of the deluge, carrying the prayers and concern of the 
Christian community abroad to the Churches and people of Japan, He was able to 
assess the needs on the spot and has recommended that gifts of money, vitamins, 
food and clothing should be first priority in the relief channelled through CWS 
and the WCC. Already the Evangelical and Reformed Church in America has sent 


funds to Japan through the World Council of Churches, E.P.o.Geneva 
UNITED STATES President Repudiates Attacks on Churches 


The national co-chairmen of the Commission on Religious Organisations 
of the National Conference of Christians and Jews - Msrg, John A, O'Brien, 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath and the Rev, Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell ~- have 
addressed the following message to President Eisenhower on July 9: 


"The sweeping attack on the loyalty of Protestant clergymen and the charge 
that they are the largest single group supporting the Communist apparatus is 
unjustified and deplorable. This is a matter of vital concern to the nation. 
You are to be congratulated on your recent warning against casting doubt on the 
loyalty of the Churches and synagogues. We fully recognise the right of Con- 
gress to investigate the loyalty of any citizen regardless of the office he may 
occupy, esclesiastical or otherwise, But destroying trust in the leaders of 
Protestantism, Catholicism or Judaism by wholesale condemnation is to weaken 
the great American bulwark against atheistic materialism and Communism," 


The President has replied as follows: 


"J have received your telegram of today's date, JI want you to know at 
once that I fully share the convictions you state. The issues here are clear, 
Generalised and irresponsible attacks that sweepingly condemn the whole of any 
group of citizens are alien to America, Such attacks betray contempt for the 
principles of freedom and decency and when these attacks, whatever their pro- 
fessed purpose be, condemn such a vast portion of the Churches or clergy as to 
create doubt in the loyalty of all, the damage to our nation is multiplied, 


"Tf there be found any American among us, whatever his calling, guilty of 
treasonous action against the state, let him be legally and properly convicted 
and punished, This applies to any person, lay or clergy. 


“The Churches of America are citadels of our faith in individual freedom 
and human dignity. This faith is the living source of all our spiritual 
strength and this strength is our matchless armor in our worldwide struggle 


against the forces of Godless tyranny and oppression." E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES President Eisenhower Signs Evangelicals' Freedom 
. Declaration 


(Washington D.C.):~ President Eisenhower signed a "Declaration of Free- 
dom" sponsored by the National Association of Evangelicals, He told leaders of 
denominations affiliated with the Association, who gathered around his White 
House desk to witness the signing, that he agreed wholeheartedly with it. 
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The "Declaration of Freedom" pledges its signatoriesto"understand, exemplify 
and proclaim the seven divine freedoms found in the 23rd Psalm." They are list- 
ed as freedom from want, hunger, thirst, sin, fear, enemies and freedom to live 
abundantly. 


President Eisenhower called the declaration a simple statement which 
could be readily grasped by the man in the street, 


The parchment scroll signed by General Eisenhower will be signed by the 
vice-president and members of the Supreme Court and Congress before being sent 
to the various state capitals for the signatures of the 48 governors. 

BHeP.S. Geneva 


GERMANY Pastors Released from Arrest 


In addition to the pastors and church workers named in the last issue of 
EPS as having been released from arrest in Eastern Germany, a further fifteen 
releases have been announced since June 10, including a number of Innex Mission 
employees. Among them are Student Pastor J. Hamel, of Halle, Student Pastor 
Giinther Brandt, of Potsdam, Pastor J. Winterhager, of Hohenauen, Oberkonsisto- 
rialrat K. Griinbaum, of Potsdam, Assistant Pastor K.J. Althausen, of Brandenburg, 
and a member of the presidential board of the Kirchentag, Deacon H, Dost, of 
Leipzig. Other church office~-bearers and workers from various prcvinces of the 
East German Republic recently set free include Pastor Erich Schumann, of Zwickau, 
who had already been condemned, and Pastors Drechsler and Weidenkaff, who had 
been sentenced to six and ten years! hard labour respectively, 


"The release of our brothers and sisters", writes the "Berliner Informa- 
tionen zur Kirchenfrage" (July 8), particularly in connection with the work of 
the Junge Gemeinde and student parish prisoners, is one of the most important 
points for the Evangelical Church at which the switch of June 10 in the rela- 
tions between Church and State could have made itself felt," 


An obvious change is also observable in the,attitude of the State regard- 
ing the Junge Gemeinde, although the return of the Protestant boys and girls to 
their schools is being variously received and supported by the party and school 
administrations. "But the re-examination of the sentences imposed and arrests 
made continues to provide important indications of a change of course,! 


It is reported by the Hast German Press that a certain Pastor Gerhard 
Sammler, of Thuringia, has been sentenced to one month's imorisonment by a 
Soviet tribunal, He was accused of having called, at a strike meeting during 
the troubles of June 17, for the deposition of the East German Government, 


B.P.SsGeneva 
econ ey International Congregational Council's Message to the 
Chur ches 


mere oe 


The International Congregational Council, meeting at St, Andrews, Scot- 
land (see EPS No. 27), gave its general approval to a Message to the Churches 
from which we quote the following: 


5 aed 
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Regarding Church Unity the “essage said: ‘We find ourselves moved by 
the principle which is at the heart of our tradition to seek union with other 
Christians, It seems plain that there are some unions into which we could enter 
without sacrificing our principle of catholicity, Other unions might require of 
us that we relinquish the practices which testify tc principles which God has 
entrusted to us for the whole Church, Such practices include the open invita- 
tion to the Lord's Supper, and the ordination of women to our ministry. It 
should be a special concern of ours to proclaim the immediate availability of 
divine Grace and the responsibility of the individual Christian before God for 
the corporate life and obedience of the Church, 


WMembers of a Uxited Church are not immune from the temptation of denomin- 
ational pride: a special obligation rests on them to maintain fellowship with 


members of other communions. The situations which confront the different 


sections of the Congregational family are diverse: and the actions which these 
sections may be called to take may therefore differ, Without prejudging the 
issue in any particular case we consider that the following should be guiding 
principles: 


1) Extremes to be avoided are: (a) a narrow denominationalism unwilling 
in any circumstances to unite with other communions; (b) a too ready acceptance 
of a proposed scheme of union, from considerations of expediency, divorced from 
principle, 


"2) We should be willing and eager to take the initiative in promoting 
unions, wherever we are convinced that such union is in the purpose of God. 


13) Any fellowship of Congregational Churches negotiating with another 
Christian communion should seek the prayers and advice of its sister Congrega— 
tional Unions, 


"4) It is doubtful whether anywmion should be entered upon by Congrega- 
tionalists which would, on their part, entail a breaking of communion with 


Churches with which we are at present in fellowship..." #.P.S.Geneva 
UNTTED STATES 250th Anniversary of the Birth of John Wesley 


(Philadelphie):- Forty thousand Methodists celebrated the 250th annivers- 
ary of the birth of John Wesley, founder of their denomination, at an outdoor 
mass-meeting at the University of Pennsylvania, held on June 29. Some 30 
Methodist bishops and 6,000 visiting delegates from throughout the Americas and 
abroad took part in the mass-mecting which was led by Bishop W. Angie Smith. 


"ie Look forward to that tomorrow when the love of God will encircle the 
globe," said the Bishop, "when man shall cease to study war, and when the nations 


_ of the world shall become the Kingdom of God on earth, 


"We, as Methodists, graciously and in a spirit of sincere humility invite 
every Evangelical Church to join forces with us to face the common task of 
winning America and all the peoples of the world to Christ. We do not believe 
we occupy the supreme position of being the only ones called of God to contri- 


k 
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bute to the spiritual pilgrimage of mankind, We are cognizant of shortcomings 
and almost bewildered by the immensity of the task,"! 


Six bishops read the several portions of the solemn Service of Commitment 
for the 1,000 new members, 


On the two preceding days of the World Methodist Convocation on Evangel- 
ism, five services were held in Philadelphia's Convention Hall, with an average 
attendance of 10,000 at each. Representatives .f eight other Church bodies 
spoke briefly at an ecumenical service as fraternal messengers, They represent- 
ed the Protestant Episcopal, Evangelical United Brethren, Moravian, Coloured 
Methodist Episcopal Churches, the United Church of Canada, the United Church of 
Christ in Japan, the Methodist Church of Mexico, and the Methodist Church of 
Puerto Rico, E.P.S.Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Representations Concerning Persecution in Colombia 


The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Anthony 
Nutting, received at the Foreign Uffice on July 2, a number of Church leaders 
concerned about the situation of Protestant missionaries in Colombia. Those 
present included: Sir Kenneth Grubb, C.M.G. (Chairman of the International 
Department of the British Council of Churches); the Rev, Dr. Hugh Martin (Mode- 
rator of the Free Church Federal Council); the Bishop of Barking (Honorary 
Secretary of the World's uvangelical Alliance); the Rev, Dr, Norman Goodall 
(Secretary of the International Missionary Council); the Rev, J.M. Richardson 
(Presbyterian World Alliance) and the Rev. R.D. Say (General Secretary of the 
British Council of Churches), 


In the course of a general discussion on the question, Mr, Nutting ex- 
pressed the hope that the firm and renewed representations which H.M. Ambassador 
at Bogota has made to the Colombian Government will lead to an improvement in 
the situation. 


Representatives of the British Council of Churches had an interview with 
H.E. the Colombian Ambassador in London on July 2, and conveyed to him the deep 
concern of the Council at the recent reports of the persecution of Protestants 
in Colombia and of the enforced closure of Protestant broadcasting stations, 
After a discussion of the situation, the’ Ambassador undertook to convey to the 
Colombian Government the representations and suggestions submitted by the deputa- 
tion. 


The deputation included three members of the International Department of 
the Council, the Rev. Dr. Norman Goodall, the Rev, R.E. Fenn and the Rev, R.D. 
Say. E.P.S.Geneva 


Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 


There are a few places still free for this important course of studies at 
the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Céligny, and related to the University 
of Geneva, Intending applicants should write without delay to Dr H, Kraemer, 
Director of the Institute, E.P.S.Geneva 
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"The Refugee._and the United Nations" 


The most recent issue of "International Conciliation", the publication 
of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, is "The Refugee and the 
United Nations" by Dr Elfan Rees, Secretary in Geneva of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. 


"It is said that there are, at the least, 30,000,000 refugees in the 
world today", writes Dr Rees, The larger group of these refugees consists of 
homeless people who find themselves in their own country or in countries where 
by reason of ethnic, cultural or often religious affinities they are very much 
at home. They are not stateless persons nor without the protection of a govern- 
ment, but their distress is due to political events, The answer to their pro- © 
blem is essentially one of rehabilitation and assimilation in the countries 
where they now are, 


The second group and the one that concerns Dr Rees! study are the 
strangers in strange lands, It is estimated that there are some 2,000,000 in 
this group, about half of them in Europe, Thanks to international action since 
the war, more than half of this group are in process of rebuilding their lives. 
The urgent current problem involves some 500,000 people, about a quarter of © 
whom are still living in camps - many for the seventh successive year. 


After reviewing the actions taken by the United Nations, the Governments 
and the Voluntary Agencies in order to solve the refugee problem Dr Rees draws 
the lines of future action and states that "no one who seeks peace can enjoy 
international ill health, but it is only realism to see the refugee problem as 
a permanent symptom of the prevalent international malaise, There will always 
be such a problem so long as there is a divided world in which intolerance 
flourishese.. | 


"A series of short-term expedients to meet a long-term problem is un- 


worthy of the United Nations, but has been its besetting sin in its refugee 


policy... Whatever action the United Nations takes,.. it is necessary to sound 
the warning that a mere extension of the Office and even a broadening of the 
mandate can be empty gestures, without positive subsequent action. A failure 
generosity to build up the Emergency Fund will spell disaster for thousands in 
1954 if not before, , 


"The voluntary agencies too are faced with the task of maintaining the ° 
concern and increasing the support of their constituencies without which they 
cannot go on... In the end, however, as in the beginning, the refugee is not 
a problem = he is a human being. Fear alone made his situation different from 
ourse It is a judgment on our times that the age of the Atlantic Charter and 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights should also be the Century of the 
Homeless Man. By fear they came out - they must not be left to languish in 
fear of the future," B.P.S.Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS 
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Presenting United Nations 


World Communiqué" (June issue), official publication of the World's 
Alliance of YMWCA's, is devoted to the United Nations at work in the world. 


Few are familiar with the world-wide humanitarian services of the United 
Nations Specialised Agencies", said Mr, Paul Guinness, member of the staff of 
the World's Alliance of YMCA's, in a broadcast recorded for United Nations Radio 
on duly 29. ("The YMCA felt that it was important to do everything within our 
power to tell the story of this humanitarian service, This United Nations 
number, of which we have just printed 60,000 copies, is published for this 

_ purpose." | . 


| The issue is based on the Charter of the United Nations, Hach double 
_ page is an interpretation of the successive statements of the Preamble. The : 
publication tells the story of how the peoples of the United Nations are "de- a 
termined to save succeeding generations - and to live as neighbours - to re- og 

affirm human rights - to maintain peace - to establish justice and control 

force - to promote progress among all people." It shows the work of the United 

Nations through the Children's Emergency Fund, the service to refugees, the re- 
- construction problems facing the United Nations in Korea, the work of UNESCO ak 
and the International Labour Office, the work of Technical Assistance and the 


‘Economic Commissions, the work of the World Health and Food and Agriculture a 

_ Organisations, and the co-operation of the many Non-Governmental Agencies. ote 
Be : i ae 

: ‘The key-note of the presentation is given by Dr Herbert Butterfield, of ea: 
. Cambridge University, who says in his article on Christianity and History: "One iM 
s of the most dangerous things in life is to subordinate human personality to pro“ 
_ duction, to the state, even to civilisation itself,to anything but the glory of e 
_ God, The patterns that matter in history are patterns that end in personalities, 


The aim of the Pear Be Be ee ee Ce as cas ee 
Manet siecle Ci cal Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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an Movements. It is therefore not to he held resbonsible for opinions esxcbressed in its news items. 
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who are the blossom and the fruit - they are posterity, they are the heirs of 
all the ages, whom creation groaned through so many astronomical eras and such 


long geological epochs to produce," B.P.o Geneva 
INDONESIA Church Council Issues Unity Appeal 


(Djakarta):~ The Council of Churches in Indonesia has appealed for 
stronger unity among the Christian Churches of the country. ‘The call was issued. 
at the end of a plenary meeting (June 20-30) - see EPS No. 27. 


All Indonesian Christians were urged by the delegates to take part in 
Indonesia's first general elections, to be held next year, The Council decided 
to send circulars to all Indonesian Churches, stressing the importance of part- 
icipation in the elections. 


In other actions, the Council took a firm stand on behalf of freedom of 
religion and expressed hope that "the constituent assembly to be formed after 
the elections would defend the integrity of religion and clearly define the 
limitations on the state's power in this area," 


The Council set up a Youth Committee to strengthen ties between Indones- 
ian Christian youth and Christians abroad; it elected a new Standing Committee, - 
whose members include Dr J. Leimena, the leader of the Indonesian Christian 
Party, who has been member of all Indonesian Cabinets since 1947. E.P.S.Geneva 


ETHIOPIA Pastor Nominated American Ambassador 
President Eisenhower recently nominated the Rev. Dr. Joseph Simonson, a 


lutheran pastor of Glen Cove, L,I., to be ambassador to Ethiopia, Dr. Simonson, 
who is 49 years old, is executive secretary of the Division of Public Relations 


of the National Lutheran Council, E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN Flood Damage 


Besides 673 dead, 1,681 injured, 515 missing and 67 million dollars of 
damage caused by the flood in Kyushu (see EPS No. 29), 5,582 persons have lost 
their homes completely, 42,404 have suffered loss of some portion of their 
homes and 168,771 homes had water over the floor, 1,260,441 persons have been 
affected by the high waters caused by torrential rains, Estimates of crop-loss 
indicate more than 20% of the total crop damaged, 

Two representatives of the National Christian Council of Japan, Masami 
Mizuno, and Yoriichi Manabe, and Hallam Shorrock, representing the World Coun~ 
cil of Churches and Church World Service, brought the following report back 
from the Christians of Kyushu, - 


Kumemoto city and surrounding area were the hardest hit of any of the 
communities on Kyushu, Mud was four feet deep in some places and the water 
supply short, Cleaning up of the debris was hindered because much of thé re- 
sidue left was volcanic ash from the recently erupted Mt. Aso, The Kusaba-cho 
church of the United Church of Japan and the parsonage had water two and a half 
feet deep, All equisoment in the church was lost. 85% of the member families 
had water over the floor of their homes, 
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The Southern Baptist church and parsonage had water over the floor and 
80% of the church families has suffered similarly in their homes, Kyushu Gakuin 
(lutheran) men's dormitory and library were flooded as well as a missionary 
residence, which was the only missionary residence seriously damaged, In the 
Stuboi church, parsonage and church floors were covered with water, Sixteen, 
families of this church suffered damage to their homes and two homes were lost 


entirely. E.P,5.Geneva 
JAPAN Russian Refugees Seek New Life 


Kighty-one out of the 125 White Russian refugees who are now in China 
with visas for Japan have been cleared to re-enter Japan and seek new life there, » 
These axe 125 out of the 15,000 stateless refugees in China at present who have 
no citizenship status in any country. Nearly all of the number who applied to 
enter Japan have lived in this country at one time or have families or friends 
there, 


Negotiations for the admission of these displaced persons have been 
carried on with the Immigration Bureau of the Department of Justice and the 
Foreign Office through Rev. Hallam Shorrock, Japan Representative for the World 
Council of Churches Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 

. Bo Peo.Geneva 


Ecumenical Work Camp 1953 Under Way 


Twenty-two Work Camps in Europe, supported or sponsored by the World 
Gouncil of Churches Youth Department, are now in full swing. These are in 
Austria, England, France, Germany, Greece, Holland, Italy and (for the first 
time ) Sweden, 


In addition, a most successful Work Camp has been held in Thailand, and 
ythers are taking place in the Philippines and Japan, as well as the United 
States. 


The Protestant youth of Belgium have taken their own camp to Holland in 
order to help in the flooded areas, All the plans for three camps in Japan were 
changed at short notice in order that the Gamps could be moved to the fleoded 


areas there, KeP.S, Geneva 
ore Pevelopment of Christian Youth Work 


Two Consultations on Youth work have recently been held in India: the 
first for representatives of church youth work and Christian youth organisations 
in South India, and the second for those in North India, 


John Sadiq, Youth Secretary of the National Christian Council, writes: 
"These Consultations have been wonderfully successful, and what amazed us was 
the extent of youth work now being done in all parts of the country," 


Both meetings produced valuable material on the organisation and training 
of leaders for youth work; on the need for Christian literature, with proposals 
as to how it might be produced; and on the need for special types of work for 
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village youth. Both Consultations emphasised the need for trained youth 


leaders. £.P.S.Geneva 
3 KOREA Churchman Urges Armistice 


After his return to the United States from Korea, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde 
said that he has "frankly" informed President Syngman Rhee of South Korea on a 
recent visit to Seoul that the Christian people in all parts of the world dis- 
agreed with any obstruction of a truce in the Korean war and favoured a prompt 
armistice on United Nations' terms. 


Dr, Nolde said he had gone to Korea three weeks ago to speak to Dr.Rhee, 
a professing Christian, as a churchman representing the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. He had a long interview with Dr Rhee on 
July 3, in the midst of the negotiations between President Syngman Rhee and 
Walter S. Robertson, Assistant United States Secretary of State for Far Eastern 
Affairs. The meeting was friendly and cordial, Dr Nolde said, but he felt duty- 
bound to tell Dr. Rhee that a "solid wall of opinion" outside Korea favoured an 
armistice without delay, 


Dr. Nolde said his trip had been a "good-will mission", without govern- 
ment sponsorship, and that it was his own idea to see whether he could help 
create an atmosphere of good-will that would make a political solution easier, 


E.P.SeGeneva 
UNITED STATES Churches! Reactions to Eisenhower's Statement 


American religious leaders praised President Eisenhower for his condemna- 
tion of “irresponsible attacks" on the loyalty of Protestant clergymen (see 
EPS No. 29). 


Speaking for the Naticnal Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


- which represents 35,000,000 Protestants and Orthodox), Dr Samuel McCrea Cavert, 


the Council's general secretary, expressed "grateful appreciation", He added 
that "wholesale indictment of clergy or any other professional group is wholly 
unjustified," 


Dr Joseph M, Dawson, executive secretary of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs - which represents six major national Baptist bodies with 
17,000,000 members = said it was "most heartening to the friends of freedom to 
find the President of the United States staunchly upholding the religious forces 
that have been so potent in the fight against Communism," 


The Rt Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, wired the President that he was "deeply grateful to your 
splendid statement in regard to the Churches, You have brought encouragement 
and inspiration to the many thousands of loyal and devoted clergymen and people 
of the Churches," 


Dr. Oscar A, Benson, president of the Augustana Lutheran Church and of 
the National Lutheran Council, also sent a telegram of congratulations to the 
White House, stressing the Presidents "senseof fair play," 


ee 
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Dr Paul S, Rees of Minneapolis, president of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, which represents some 10,000,000 conservative Protestants, declared: 
"I think both statements (the Natidhal Gorference officials! protest and the 
President's reply) are excellent, They speak my own mind regarding the situa- 
tion as a whole," Ee P.S Geneva 


Queen Salote at the Ecumenical Institute 


The Ecumenical Institute on July 15 had the honour of a visit from H.l. | 
Queen Salote Tupu, of the Tonga Islands, She was accompanied by her daughter- | 
in-law, Princess Mata'aho, by the wife of the British Consul in Tonga, and by 
the British Consul-General in Geneva, She was received by Dr Visser 't Hooft, 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, and by Prof. Kraemer, 
Director of the Institute. 


Queen Salote, who is a devout Christian and a member of the Methodist 
Church, desired to hear about the work of the Institute, which is seeking to 
become a "greenhouse" for ecumenical Christians all over the world, In a brief 
address in the Institute's chapel to members of a theological course then in | 
progress there, the Queen stated very simply the part which the Christian com- 
munity and Christian missions have to play in the service of the Lord of the | 
Church, in which all are one. It was, she continued, in Christ that the only 
solution was to be found to the problem of peace, for which all the nations of | 
the earth were so ardently hoping, 


She added, as a personal witness to her sense of responsibility towards 
the Christian communi ty, that she had, with her subjects and other Christians 
in Tonga, prayed for the Constituent Assembly of the world Council at Amsterdam 
in 1948, and that ever since she had continually interceded for the work of 
inter-church understanding in the world. In conelusion, she spoke directly to 
her "brothers and sisters here present", urging them to be truly valiant Christ- 
ians, and, in both Hast and West,witnesses to their common attachment to their 
Lord, 


Before dispersing, the meeting sang one of Wesley's hymns, well known 
both in Tonga and in Surope, thus expressing the spiritual oneness of the 
Institute with the Christians of Queen Salote's distant dominions. E.P.S,Geneva 


GERWANY Discussions Between the Evangelical Church and 
Communist Youth 


On July 11, 1953, a discussion was held at the Office for Youth Affairs | 
between representatives of the Evangelical Church and of the Communist youth 
movementsin the German Democratic Republic, the Free German Youth, It was mark- 
ed by a spirit of mutual understanding, and agreement was reached on all import- 
ant questions, It was unanimously ‘stated that the most vital concern of the 
joint efforts undertaken by all young Germans was "to bring about the unity of 
our country and to establish a peace treaty", and that what mattered was "in 
view of these great tasks to overcome all misunderstandings,"! 


Since various misconcepticns have, the news-sheet "Berliner Informationen 
zur Kirchenfrage" states, recently arisen concerning the nature of the Junge 
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Gemeinde, it was made perfectly clear in the course of the discussion that the 
Junge Gemeinde and the Evangelical student parishes (Studentengemeinden) are 
not "organisations," but a way of life embodied in the Church and its congrega- 
tions, The governing bodies of the various regional Churches and their duly- 
appointed boards are responsible for the organising of church youth work, in 
order to ensure that its aims are unequivocally ecclesiastical in character, 
The representatives of the Free German Youth Movement welcomed these statements, 


and said that they regarded them as a basis for friendly co-operation among all > 


young people. 


Restriction on Church Press Raised 

As the result of an agreement between Propst Griiber, the Evangelical 
Church's authorised representative to the East German Government, and the East 
German Prime Minister's Press Office, the restrictions announced at the begin- 
ning of the year on the publication of church periodicals in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic have been lifted with effect from August 1. This announcement 
applies to the weekly papers "Die Kirche", "Glaube und Heimat", and "Der Sonn- 
tag", and to the monthlies "Zeichen der Zeit" and "Christenlehre.! The re- 
appearance of the Junge Gemeinde's monthly magazine "Stafette" has also been 
authorised. 


Tasks Facing the Christian Communities along the Stalin-Allee 

The Church today is particularly confronted with the tasks of dealing 
with working people. For that reason the Christian parishes on both sides of 
the Stalin-Alle in Berlin (the former "Unter den Linden", where modern build- 
ings have been erected to illustrate Soviet city-planning), must be all the 
more mindful of the missionary task laid on them by Christ, and must develop 


their capacity for missionary work among the people, This was the theme stressed 


by Superintendent-General Krummacher in his address to the Protestant Christians 
of the church district of Friedrickshain at the introduction of their new Super- 
intendent, Dr, Dietrich Jungklau. He emphasised that it was wholly wrong to 
suppose the working classes were paying no attention to the preaching of the 
Gospel, Indeed, there were large numbers of working people ready to listen to 
the Christian message if it could only be brought to them, 


The decision to establish a church district of Friedrichshain was taken 
at the last meeting of the Provincial Synod of Berlin and Brandenburg, in order 
to develop a closer co-ordination between the East Berlin Protestant parishes . 
now growing up again as a result of the reconstruction work going on in the 
quarter bordering on the Stalin-Allee, The district comprises eleven parishes, 
chiefly working-class in composition, and numbering well over 100,000 souls. 

; E.P.S Geneva 


World Production of the Scriptures 


The United Bible Societies announce that the total world Scripture 
circulation for 1952 was 21,907,378 volumes. This is made up of 2,601,196 
Bibles, 2,904,824 New Testaments, 15,401,358 Portions (or individual books of 
the Bible), The total Scripture distribution in 1951 was 23,267,050 copies 
and in 1950 21,800,227, E.P.5.Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches + The International Missionary Council 


The World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations * The World's Young Women’s 


Christian Association « The World's Student Christian Federation « The World Council of 


Christian Education + The United Bible Societies 


CABLES: OIKUMENE GENEVA . TELEPHONE 67130 . 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


No, 32 | Twentieth Year duly 315 952 


On other pages: 
Christian Youth Conference Het Loo 2 Fifth Evangelical Kirchentag /Hamburg 4 


Bishop Oxnam 10 Hours on Witness © Meeting L.W.F,. Commission for World 

Se EG eg yaaa ea Gar eae aor i Gaal? Sea Missions abt Bethel. see ee te ee 
Basic Charter L.W.F. ...+ +. 3 The Bible in Micro-Film Form /Beuron 
Ecumenical Movement in Japan .. 4 MONAT sie: pile basal el hae Beaune 
INDIA The Mar Thoma Church and the Church of 


~ South ‘India 


The Committee eee inead by Juhanon Mar Thoma, Metropolitan of the Mar 
Thoma Church, South India, to "study and report" on the question of the relation 
of the Mar Thoma Church with the Church of South India, has published its Report. 
The Committee recommends the establishing of intercommunion between the two 
Churches, whereby each recognises the other as "part of the One Universal Church" 
and agrees to “admit members of the other Communion to participate in the Sacra- 
ments." The Committee also recommends the appointment of a Theological Commit- 
tee to enter into preliminary talks with the Church of South India "to explore 
the possibility of union between the two Churches in South India." 


_ (The Mar Thoma Church is an Eastern Church, The Church of South 
India was formed in 1947 by the union of Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and 


Congregational Churches in South India). ' B.P.S,Geneva 
UNITED STATES New Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate 


Archbishop Adam of Philadelphia has been named by Patriarch Alexei of 
Moscow, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, as locum tenens for the Patriarchal 
_ Russian Orthodox Church in America, 


The temporary appointment, issued on the: authority of the Holy Synod in 
Moscow, was made as a result. of the serious illness of 88-year-old Metropolitan 
Makary of New York, Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate in the United States since 
1948, E.P.S,Geneva 
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NETHERLANDS Princess Wilhelmina Schedules Conference of 
Christian Youth 
Princess Wilhelmina announced that she was inviting representatives of 
Christian youth to a conference at Het Loo, Among the organisations invited to 
send representatives are the YMCA, YWCA, World's Student Christian Federation, 


Youth Department of the World Council of Churches and church youth groups in 
various European countries, 


The aim of the conference is to consider how, in the spirit of Christ, 
the desire for European and world unity and solidarity can be realised and what 
efforts can be made to stimulate "the regenerative powers of society," 


The Princess had been inspired to make this invitation by the "effective 
Christianity" displayed when people of many foreign nations came to the aid of 


the Dutch during the disastrous floods in February last, EsPede Geneva 
UNITED STATES Bishop. Oxnam Ten and One Half Hour on Witness Stand 


More than one hundred members of Congress asked for reserved seats in the 
hearing room when on July 21 Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church, 
appeared voluntarily before the House Committee on Un-American Activities, Ina 
prepared statement Bishop Oxnam asked the Committee to stop releasing “unverified 
and tnevaluated material” tending to make him appear "sympathetic to Communism 
and therefore subversive," 


"As a result of long study and of prayer, I am by conviction pledged to 
the free way of life and opposed to all forms of totalitarianism, left or right, 
and to all tendencies toward such practices at home or abroad... 

"We cannot beat down the Communist menace by bearing false witness against 
fellow Americans... I believe this Committee will wish to end a practice that 
plays into Communist hands... I respectfully ask the Committee to order that my 
‘file’ be corrected so as to tell the truth" and that "it publicly announce its 
mistake in my case,' 


_ The Bishop further asked that Rep, Donald L, Jackson, member of the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, who accused him of "serving God on Sunday and 
the Communist front for the balance of the week", "to apologize on the floor of 
the House for his unprecedented and untrue statements made there concerning me; 
I will be the first to shake hands with him and to call the incident closed.i! 


The Bishop then concluded: "I believe the Churches have done and are 
doing far more to destroy the Communist threat to faith and to freedom than all 
investigating committees put together, I think the Chairman of this Committee, 
after a friendly interview, concurred publicly in that statement when I made it 
in his presence, This Committee might well have the co-operation of millions of 
citizens who belong to the Churches, if it would cease practices that jeopardize 
the rights of free men won after a thousand year struggle for political and re- 
ligious freedom, They will co-operate effectively with agencies everywhere that 
that honestly seek to build the free society, where free men may worship Cod 
according to the dictates of ccnscience, and serve their fellow men in accordance 
with Christ's law of love," 
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After this statement Bishop Oxnam settled back to a series of questions 
that kept him in the witness chair until past mid-night for a ten and one half 
hours hearing, A crowd of 500 overflowed the big committee rocm and, according 
to an Associated Press report of July 22, "punctuated the dramatic hearing with 
repeated applause for the bishop and jeers for the committee members." 


Bishop Oxnam acknowledged that he had belonged to some organisations that 
since have been cited as subversive, but said that they had not been cited as 
such when he was connected with them and that if any of them were subversive, 
he had no such knowledge when he joined them, He declared, too, that many things 
about him in the committee files just were not true, "Material for over thirty 
years has been used again and again", said the bishop, "and here it is in '53 
coming back," 


Bishop Oxnam conceded the files were correct in linking him with the 
Council of American Soviet Friendship and the North American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy. But he said he thought he was in good company with people 
like former Secretary of State and Mrs, Cordell Hull and the former British 
Ambassador and Lady Halifax, He said he had no apology because he had tried 
"to help the Spanish people obtain the same freedom we have," The bishop said 
he was sorry if Communistshad infiltrated, but he had "no apology whatsoever" 
for belonging to organisations endeavouring to free people from oppression, 


According to the reports in the press, the investigating Committee appear- 
ed visibly embarrassed and treated the bishop with rare deference, E.P.S.Geneva 


Basic Charter of the lutheran World Federation Discussed 
at Copenhagen 


A proposed basic charter for the lutheran World Federation Department of 
World Service ‘formed the first main theme of discussion at the meeting of the 
Federation's Commission on Lutheran World Service in Copenhagen on July 18-20. 


The charter provides for the continuation of the two main types of aid 
already carried out within the framework of the lutheran World Federation, 
service to refugees and inter=churth aid, special mention being made in con- 
nection with the latter of isolated groups and minority Churches, Beside the 
Churches of the United States, Germany and Scandinavia, which have until now 
carried the entire burden, the Department will seek to enlist the support of all 
lutheran Churches, 


According to the charter, services offered by LWS to the Lutheran member 
Churches will include the administration of funds and material help contributed 
to a common pools; the co-ordination of direct actions undertaken singly or in 
groups by the Churches, through the clearing of information on needs and oppor-- 
tunities of service; and the use of funds contributed » especially in the area 
of refugee service - by inter=governmental and other agencies outside the LIF, 
In addition LWS offers the Churches a counselling service for their work of aid. 


Express provisions governing the activities of LS state that it is to 
be done in co-operation with the work of ecumenical organisations and that aid 
is to be made available to all who are in need, irrespective of race, creed, 
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nationality or political convictions, In this connection it was announced that 
the Director of the Department had recently been nominated for membership in 
the Administrative Committee of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service 


to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. E.P.o.Geneva 
JAPAN Special Commission on the Ecumenical Movement 


The Commission on the Ecumenical Movement, organised with one represent 
ative from each constituency of the National Christian Council of Japan, held 
its first meeting on May 20, under the chairmanship of the Rev, K, Hirai. 


The function of this Commission was defined as being to take steps to 
carry out the following programme: 1) To do research and collect a library for 
the development of the Ecumenical Movement;, 2) To keep in close touch with the 
ongoing programme of the World Council of Churches at present; 3) To co-operate 
in the work of preparing for the Evanston Assembly; 4) To endeavour to imbue | 
_ the local Churches with the Ecumenical Spirit. 


Four consultants have been coopted to this Commission: Dr. Chuichi Uwoki, 
of Doshisha University; Prof, Masatoshi Fukuda, of Union Seminary; President 
Chitose Kishi, of lutheran Seminary; and Miss Obara, a minister of the United 
Church. 


It was reported that the six leaflets on preparation for the Evanston 
Assembly have already been translated under the supervision of Dr. Uwoki, and a 
book jis going to press in co-operation with the Literature Commission of the 


National Christian Council of Japan. ’ E.P.S.Geneva 
ERIN New Curriculum of Yenching School of Religion 


The Yenching School of Religion, of which Dr. T.C. Chao was formerly 
Dean, had been moved from its beautiful campus and is now located in the Tang 
Ssu Pai Lou region of Peking. It is still functioning and its curriculum is 
reported to consist of: Political Studies, Change of Thinking, Three Self- 
Reform Thought, Principles of Education, Pastoral Education, and the Bible. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
CErANY Fifth Evangelical "Kirchentag" 


"Cast not away therefore your confidence! is the watchword of the fifth 
_ German Evangelical "Kirchentag", to be held from August 12 to 16 in Hamburg. 

This great Protestant layments gathering has been drawing hundreds of Protestant 
Christians together under the Cress since its inception in 1950. For the Kirchen- 
tag is not an institution which merely organises big demonstrations: it is 
rather conceived as an expanded congregation of Protestant Christians everywhere, 
It has, in the words of its theological secratary~general, Pastor Giesen, be~ 
come "a bringer to the Church," 


In addition to services, prayer meetings and Bible study, it is propcsea 
to arrange for lectures to seven separate study groups in an effort to answer 
_ such questions as, "How are we to become a praying Church?" "What are we laymen 
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doing in the Church?" "What can draw the bitterness from our social life?" 
"What is the duty of the Christian in industry?'' "How does a settlement become 
a Christian community?" These and other questions represent an endeavour to 
clarify the attitude of the Christian in his Church, his family, his politics, 
his work, and his village or city. 


There will also be mass meetings at the Kirchentag's centres and in the 
squares and parks of Hamburg, addressed by numerous speakers in connection with 
the assembly's further slogan "The Word in the World," Additional meetings will 
be held for men ("We are facing a choice"), for women (Confidence transforms 
your world"), for adolescents, and so on. Holy Communion, prayer and Bible 
study provide the basis on which those attending the Kirchentag are called to 
act, 


Applications to attend have been received from delegates and visitors 
from almost all the countries of Northern, Western and Southern Burope, from 
Africa,from Australia, from India and from the United States. Norway is send- 
ing Bishop Smemo, of Oslo; Denmark Bishop Hggsbro; Great Britain the Rev. 
Francis House, Director of Religious Broadcasting of the B.B.C.; Holland the 
chairman of the Netherlands Ecumenical Council, Prof. Berkelbach van der 
Sprenkel, in Holland a preparatory meeting for those attending the Kirchentag 
is being arranged, and in England a summarised translation of the preparatory 
volume for the Kirchentag has been published, In Denmark a translation of the 
invitation prospectus has been sent to the parishes for distribution, accompan-~ 


ied by an introduction written by Bishop Fuglsang-~Damgaard, B.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Meeting of the L.-W.:Fs Commission for World 
Missions 


The L, We F, Commission for World Missions met from July 20 to 24 in the 
Bodelschwingh Institutions in Bethel-Bielefeld, In addition to the members of 
the Commission itself, there were present many representatives of mission bodies 
from Germany, Scandinavia and America, and members of the Geneva staff of the 
World Lutheran Federation, 


In Bethel the Commission was the guest of the Bethel Missionary ‘Society, 
which is supported almost entirely by the 14,000 inmates and patients of the 
Bodelschwingh Institutions. The Bethel Mission operates in Tanganyika, where it 
is, along with the cther Lutheran Churches, a member of the Lutheran Missionary 
Council, 


The L.W.F. Commission for World Missions resolved to assume responsibil- 
ity for work in Hong-Kong. This resolution was taken in accordance with an 
offer by the American National Lutheran Council's Commission for Younger Churches | 
and Orphan Missions, to hand over this responsibility. 


A resolution adopted at the meeting mentions that representatives from 
the younger Churches are able to take part in the sessions of the Commission 
alongside the directors of the missionary societies, The resolution refers to 
the deciision by the Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Hanover that 
the Commission for World Missions should work together with a representative 
group of delegates from the missionary societies and from the younger Churches. 
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The Commission received a report from Ethiopia to the effect that for 
the last few years there has been a growing revival movement in the Protestant 
Church of Ethiopia in Gallaland and Southern Abyssinia, This revival is 
characterised by large-scale conversions to Christianity among simple people, 
and by sudden and unexpected healings of the lame and the blind, as in Apostolic 
times, 


The Protestant Church of Ethiopia, in which Luther's Lesser Catechism is 
taught, is supported by the Swedish Evangelical Mission, the Hermannsburg Mis~ 
sion, the Bible Friends (Sweden) and the Norwegian Lutheran Mission, 


The Commission for World Missions requested the missionary societies 
working in South Africa to draw up joint evangelism schemes for the new gold- 


mining area of Odendaalsrust, whither thousands of Bantu labourers are streaming. — 


The population has grown from a few hundreds to 80;000, and is still growing, 
Opportunities for mission work are clearly there, if only because the area has 
hardly any missions from other Churches. The work 6f such a mission can be 
limited to evangelism because neither schools nor clinics are being used, and 
labourers returning to their homes can spread the Christian message in their 
own districts, 


The missionary societies in South Africa are those from Berlin, from 
Hermannsburg, from the Rhineland and from the Hermannsburg.Free Church, the 
Swedish Church Mission, the Norwegian Missionary Society, and the Finnish Mission 
in Owa boland, as well as the mission of the American Lutheran Church. These 
bodies are now preparing to form a united Church and missionary Talat net and 
Later on even a United lutheran Church, 


The L.W.F. Commission for World Missions resolved to send a questionnaire 
concerning laymen's work in the Indian Churches to the Federation of Lutheran 
Churches in India. The reports on this work and its methods, syllabuses and 
practical results are to be made available by the Commission to other younger 
Churches, to provide them with material for the preparation of similar schemes. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY The Bible in Micro-Film Form 


The first assembly of the "Vetus Latina Foundation", thich has undertaken 
the publication of the biggest collections of Latin Bible passages, met recently 
in the Benedictine monastery of Beuron, near Sigmaringen. Some 200 leading 
Bible scholars from all over the world, including representatives of the Pro- 
testant Churches and of the Vatican, were present. 


The Latin texts of the Bible collected so far in the monastery of Beuron 
consist of 600,000 loose-leaf pages, to be published in book form. The Beuron 
Bible trots avails itself of modern technical methods in its work, Many 
Bible passages in old Latin, written on ancient parchments and then rubbed out 
and written over with other matter, can be made legible again by ultra-violet 
photographing after the parchments have been treated chemically. As publication 
in book form will take several decades, existing material is to be made avail- 
able at once to the public in micro-film. "Publication from parchments, notes, 
Copies and memoranda by Late Latin chroniclers", states a report, "will open up 
fresh sources for the study of the Bible's origins by theologians and historians," 

B.P.S Geneva 
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| NORWAY — sin oe) | ‘The Trondheim Jubilee 


| From July 20 to 29 the 800th anniversary of the foundation of the church ‘ 
_ province of Nidaros (see =PS No, 21) was celebrated at Trondheim - the old name Nal 
_ of which was Nidaros, The Bishop of Nidaros welcomed the many guests from : ay 
_ Norway and abroad: the King, the Royal family, the President of the Storting ra 
_ and other civil authorities representing the nation in the formation of which she 
_ the Church had played a decisive role; the Bishop of London representing the 
country from which Cardinal Nicholas Breakspear had come in 1152; the Roman 
_ Catholic Bishop of Central Norway representing the Church which had created the 
church province of Nidaros; the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, represent- 

_ ing the Church which had in its territory the Orkney Islands, once a part of 
‘he Nidaros province; the @nglican)Bishop of Sodor and Man and the (Lutheran) 
Bishop of Reykjavik (Iceland) whose diocese had also been in that province; . 
_ the Bishop of Lund (Sweden), once the chief spiritual centre of the Nordic ne 
countries; the President and members of the Executive Committee of the Luther- | ose 
an World Federation who were holding their meeting at Trondheim; the represent— ne 


a 1 


atives of the Orthodox and Free Churches, 


On July 29 a service was held in Nidaros Cathedral in which Bishop Smemo_ 


_ of Oslo preached the sermon and the Bishop of London participated in the liturgy, . ») 
; Bishop Smemo said: "There is the perpetual danger for a people to turn ae 
_ again to folly, thus annihilating ror itself all. the grace of God. If we should RE 
_ find that life in the Church of Norway is growing more richly today than it was a 
i 800 years ago, that does not imply that we are justified and saved, For think =e 


_ what visitations and gifts of grace we have had since that time! Martyrs, kings 


informed of trends of thou inion in and about the 


rches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held resbonsthle for obinions eschressed in its mews items. 


No. 32 = August 7, 1953 = 2Q= 228 


humiliation, severe famine, winters and lovely mornings in May, through occupa- 
tion and liberation, Christian revivals and callings to missionary work, He 
alternated chastisement with bounty. But above all He opened His Holy Book, 
Saying: Read, listen, and understand what it all means, that grace is the under- 
lying force, and that what I seek to ensure is peace and salvation," — 


Other items on the programme of the Jubilee were a concert of sacred 
music in the Cathedral, and a presentation of the new film on Martin Imther which 
has been produced in the United States and which gives a remarkably faithful 
and vivid portrayal of the spiritual struggles in the early days of the Reforma- 


tion, E.P.o Geneva 
SPAIN Evangelicals Demand Marriage Rights 


On June 5, 1953 the Spanish Evangelicals presented a ghee Us to the 
Spanish Government from which we quote the following: 


"We wish to bring before you the increasingly distressing situation in 
which the Evangelical Christians find themselves when they wish to contract 
Civil matrimony (previous to receiving the blessing of the Church to which they 
belong) when one or both of the parties were baptised in infancy in the Roman 
Catholic Church, There are fewer and fewer judges who will accept the docu- 
mentary proof that they profess a form of religion other than the official one 
(one of the two ways of proving. 'non-catholicity! aecording to the official 
Order of March 10, 1941), and there are more and more who require a declaration 
on oath that the parties have not been baptised in the Roman Catholic Church, 
and where this cannot be given civil marriage is denied... 


"Art. 42 of the Civil Code lays down that canonical matrimony is that 
which 'should be contracted by all those who profess the Catholic religion’, 
The words ‘those who profess! have their weight. They are not the same as 
‘those who have professed or have been baptised', If it is ‘those who profess! 
the Catholic religion who ought legally to contract the canonical form of matri- 
mony, then 'those who do not profess! that religion have not the same obliga- 
tion... There has been little precision in the understanding of the term 'non- 
catholicity! which is what is used in the above-mentioned Order... 


"There could be a person who is 'non-catholic! who was baptised in infancy 
or as an adult. The second paragraph of article 1099 of ‘Corpus Juris Canonici! 
says ‘the non-catholics, both those baptised and those not baptised', And it 
should be noted that for the ‘impression of character (whereby baptism once 
performed can never be completely erased - EPS note) a baptism performed by 
heretics or schismatics is as indelible for the Roman Catholic Church as the 
rite performed by herself, If what is required is a proof of 'non-catholicity! 
at the present time, then a certificate of Roman Catholic baptism cannot be 
adduced as evidence against, for all the applicant has to demonstrate is that 
he does not profess the Roman Catholic religion, This is all that the law asks.., 


"By the interpretation that a person baptised in the Roman Catholic Uhurch 
cannot in any case contract civil marriege an impediment has been established 
which does not appear in the law (Civil Code), in which, by article 83 section 
4, there is stated the only impediment proceeding from circumstances of religion: 
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‘the ordination in sacris and monastic vows for those who have not received 
canonical dispensation.! (These last, who would of course be baptised, can 
contract civil marriage if they do not profess the Catholic religion, but not 
if they still profess it)... 


"The Order we have quoted... says, on the one hand, that the civil mar- 
riages which the judges are to authorise shall be those contracted by persons 
'who do not belong to the Roman Catholic Church! (in the present tense as ‘those 
who .profess' in art. 42 of the Civil Code), but denies... such marriage to those 
who in their infancy were baptised in the Roman Catholic Church... 


"We reserve for our conclusion a reference to art. 6 of the Spanish Bill 
of Rights (which says 'no one shall be molested for his réligious beliefs' - EPS. 
note),., We petition, therefore, for a ministerial order which will restore 
the true sense of art. 42 of the Uivil Code, and by which those who declare 
that they do not profess the Roman Catholic Religion should be allowed to avail 
themselves of the civil form of matrimony. In reality even this is an imposi- 
tion, a stipulation almost.unknown in the legal world of today,..'' EPS Geneva 


IRAN | Expulsion of Anglican Bishop 


The Bishop of Iran (the Right Rev. W.J. Thompson) has made the following 
statements concerning his expulsion from Iran by order of the Persian Government: 


"At the time that diplomatic relations were broken off with the British 
Government," he said, "we were apprehensive that all British subjects might be 
ordered to leave along with the Embassy staff; but this did not happen, and in 
fact Dr Mussadiq publicly stated at the time that he had no intention of order- 
ing the expulsion of non-political residents... 


"However, as the political situation deteriorated and anti-foreign pro- 
paganda increased, the government began to take further repressive measures 
against foreigners... In November last, one of our staff, an ordained man and 
almost the only foreigner living in the town where he was stationed, was sudden- 
ly ordered to leave at short notice, and later, in February of this year, the 
order against me was issued and I was told to leave immediately... 


"So far no other British missionaries have been expelled, but those who 
were outside the country on furlough have not been given permission to return 
so that our staff has been seriously reduced and those who remain are working 
under strain owing to the uncertainty and the anti-foreign propaganda which con- 
tinues... This refusal of permits to return to Iran is not confined to our 
mission staff, Other foreigners are meeting with similar difficulties, and the 
American Presbyterian Mission have had some of their ordained ministers refused 
re-entry visas, The policy seems to be to prevent the entry of ordained men." 


The Bishop stated that no reason was given for his expulsion, ‘'Irrespons- 
ible persons have suggested that we are British spies engaged in political act- 
ivities, and I must most emphatically and categorically deny such accusations 
and state that neither I personally nor any of our missionaries have ever taken 
any part in political activities... 
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"What gives my expulsion from Iran some importance and significance is 
that it implies the denial of some of the ba sic principles of the international 
order = principles which have become generally accepted only after a great 
struggle and which must be safeguarded, Among these is the recognition of re~- 
ligious freedom which includes the right to present any faith, including the 
Christian Gospel, to all menaeo 


"What the Church needs to do = and has largely failed tc do up to the 
present ~ is to convince the world that Christianity is not a local religion of 
the West, but a universal religion with a message for all mankind at every level, 
We must somewhow get our Christian Gospel detached in the minds of people from 
any inherent connection with our NoatsrD secular technological civilisation 


which is now under suspicion," EeP.o Geneva 
KENYA Bible Week 


Under the joint auspices of the British Council of Churches and the 
British and Foreign Bible Society a Bible Campaign is to be launched in October 
1953 to try to bring home to Christian people particularly "the central import- 
ance of the Bible for faith and life." The focus of this campaign will be the 
holding of "Bible Weeks" during 1954 = the 150th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Bible Society. In Great Britain these Bible Weeks will not begin before 
October, but Kenya has already held one, from June 28 to duly 5. 


The week opened in Nairobi with a broadcast by Sir Evelyn Baring, the 
Governor of Kenya, A special message which he sent to the organisers ran: "Love 
for and understanding of the greatest of all books, the Bible, is something 
which cannot receive too much encouragement, I welcome this opportunity of 
giving my whole-hearted support tc all those who are organising Bible Weels in 
Kenya and I wish their efforts every success,.! 


The Postmaster-General joined also in the celebrations by arranging that, 
in view of the unicue character of this event, all letters posted in Nairobi 
during Bible Week were overprinted with the words: "Kenya Bible Week, June 28- 
July 5."" There were services of thanksgiving in all the Churches, and many 
public meetings, lectures, concerts and film shows, A Bible Exhibition, “The 
Most Valuable Thing that This World Affords", showed not only an interesting 
collection of English Bibles but Scriptures in many tongues from all parts of 
the worlds; in particular there were Dibles in Swahili, Kikuyu, Lurogolo, Iu- 
ganda, Lunroro and Nandi, and the entire New Testament in many of the 37 languages 
of Hast Africa in which the Scriptures already exist. Noteworthy among them was 
the complete Kikuyu Bible, of which the Old Testament was published in 1951 = a 
timely appearance, the result of the labours of three Missions working among the 
Kikuyu, the Church Missionary Society, the Church of Scotland Mission and the 
Africa Inland Mission, , 


Referring to this new Bible the Rev,Frank Bedford said: ‘In Kenya, 
especially at this time when the shadow of Mau Mau heavily hangs over the land, 
we need this great book and its message... Withoud the great principles of she 
Bible to guide us there can be no real reconstruction in this country." The 
Kikuyu Christians, he stated, had told him that they found their Bible a source 
of great strength in the present troubles, Bible Week was celebrated also in 
other cities of Kenya, EB. P.S Geneva 


~ 
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GREAT BRITAIN Christian Approach to the Jews 


The annual meeting of the Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews 
took place at Canterbury from July 21 to 25, About 40 people were present, re+ 
presenting Jewish Missions in Europe and Great Britain, with field workers fron. 
Israel and one member of the American section of the Committee, Dean Witton 
Davies, who is the World Council of Churches representative for Great Britain, 
attended also, 


The relationship of the Committee to its parent body the International 
Missionary Council and to the World Council of Churches vas considered very 
seriously and there was concern that the Mission to the Jews continued to remain 
&@ peripheral interest in these two bodies, 


It was agreed that continuing work in Israel must be on a co-operative 
basis, co-operation being indispensable if the work of Christian missions is 
to make any impact at all, Praccical methods of co-operation were suggested 
and there is to be an appeal to all affiliated bodies to give their support, 
particularly in the realm of education. The need for Hebrew literature was 
again stressed, 


The new Chairman of the Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews 
is the Rev, R, Clephane Macanna; the Deputy Chairmen Pastor Pernow and Dr C,T, 


Leber, E.P.S.Geneva 
INDONESTA Protestant Leader Declines Portfolio 


Dr J. Leimena, who has participated in every government save one since 
the proclamation of the Republic, has refused a portfolio in the new Cabinet 
formed on July 30. Parkindo (Protestant Party) feels that the present composi- 
tion of the government (the Ministry of Religion is headed by a member of the 
extreme conservative and orthodox Moslem sect Nahdatul Ulama) is to force the 
Protestant group into a defensive position, The Catholic Party also refused to 
participate, The sole Christian in the new government is the Minister of Health 


Dr, F.L. Tobing, a Batak, E.i ..Geneva 
UNITED STATES NCC on Korean Armistice 


The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., in a tele- 
gram to President Eisenhower, expressed the hope that "forthcoming negotiations 
will establish the conditions of a just and durable peace in Korea,'!! 


The text of the telegram to President Eisenhower, signed by Dr Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, General Secretary of the National Council of Churches, follows: 


"The National Council of the Churchés of Christ in the U,S,A. rejoices in 
the knowledge that an armistice has been Signed in Korea and that hostilities 
have come to an end, In fulfilling its obligations under the Charter of the 
United Nations our country has shown its determination to strive for a world 
freed from the terror of aggression and at the same time its consistent readi- 
hess to seek solution of international issves by negotiation. 
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"The people of our Churches have been saddened by the many thousands of 
Casualties in Korea, With profound gratitude they acknowledge their debt to 
those who from their own and other lands offered their lives that the hand of 
the aggressor might be stayed, 


‘Now that the fighting has ccased it is our earnest prayer that the forth- 
coming negotiations will establish the conditions of a just and durable peace 
in Korea, We assure you, Mr. President, that deyout Christians in the days 
ahead will be praying for you and for all those upon whom there has fallen the 
responsibility of negotiating a settlement in harmony with the principles of 
justice and reconciliation,? 


Another csablegram sent to the Rev, Yu Hochun, General Secretary of the 
National Christian Council of Korea, reads: 


"On the cessation of hostilities the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. sends greetings of Christian fellowship to the National 
Christian Council of Korea, The peoples of your Churches have steadily support- 
ed the objective of a united and independent Korea and our purpose in this 
respect is reinforced by the armistice agreement, We shall follow with prayer- 
ful interest the negotiations in the forthcoming peace conference in the hope 
that this objective may be fully realised. We pledge our full support of 
measures looking toward the reconstruction and rehabilitation of your country." 

BP. »Geneva 


Future Tasks of the > Theological Department 
‘of. the LWF LWE 


The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), meeting 
in Trondheim, Norway, on July 27 and 28, dealt in some detail with the study 
programme of its Theological Department. The chairman of the LWF theological 
commission, Prof, Regin Prenter, of Aarhus, Denmark, described the study pro- 
gramme worked out by the director of the Theological Department, in co-operation 
with the Commission, as centring on three themes, the ecumenical problem, the 
doctrine of Church and State, and the significance of worship, 


First place in this programme, continued Prof, Prenter, was taken by 
ecumenical problems, The Theological Department, which was helping with the 
preparatory work for the second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
Evanston, U.S.A, in 1954, was thus neither the tool of confessional self- 
assurance nor a body whose ecumenical study programme could be interpreted as 
seeking to water down the Iutheran position. On the other hand, the Lutheran 
confession must not be regarded as a rule whose pursuit was for the Church a 
merit in the eyes of God: it was an expression of faith in the One Holy Univers- 
al Church. The ecumenical study programme of the LWF Theological Department 
thus was not the instrument of any separatist lutheran feelings, but represent- 
ed an important contribution by the Church of the Augsburg Confession to the 
ecumenical discussion concerning the nature of the Church, Had not every schism 
been the result of a Church's insistence on clinging to the merit contained in 
its own principles and position? The contribution the Lutheran Church could make 
to the ecumenical movement was rather that of telling the Churches that there 
was no merit of this kind, but that the Gospel of the free grace of Jesus Christ 
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must be the central point on which they could achieve unity. And this was the 
heart of the lutheran confession itself, 


After a discussion, in which various views were expressed by members of 
the Executive Committee and by Archbishop Yngve Brilioth, of Upsala, Dr W.A. 
Visser 't Ho-ft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, and Dr. 
David Ostergren, of London, Prof, Prenter commented on the general consensus of 
opinion prevailing with regard to the duties of the LiF Theological Department 
among the members of the Executive Committee, The strengthening of the luther 
an confession on the one hand and co-operation with the ecumenical movement on 
the other were not alternative choices: on the contrary, to the Lutheran mind 


they were indissolubly linked together. BPS. Geneva 
BRAZIL Fourth Baptist Youth World Conference 


In forwarding to the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
the message adopted by the Fourth Baptist Youth World Conference held in Rio ds 
Janeiro from July 15 to 22, M, Joel Sorenson, Youth Secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance writes: 


"As Baptist young people, although divided as to the matters of ecumenical 
participation, we want to take our share of the work God has assigned to the 
Christian youth of the world at the present*moment, We wish that God's richest 
blessings may rest on every young Christian of every denomination," 


The Conference was attended by 1400 young Baptists, representing 30 
nations from all continents, It adopted a "Message to the Baptist Youth of the 
World" saying: 


.,,We realise that we are living in one of the most serious periods of 
human history, We are aware of the social transitions of our time and the in- 
escapable demands for social justice and human rights among all peoples of the 
World. We are also cognizant of the struggle between the secular and spirivual 
forces of the world, At the same time we recognise and rejoice over the unique 
opportunities of service given to Evangelical Vhristianity in many places. 


With this background in mind, we reaffirm our faith in the Living Christ. 
We are deeply convinced that every aspect of our lives both as individuals and 
as societies must be conditioned by God's sovereign Will as revealed to humanity 
in Jesus Christ... This means... that we as young Baptists should courageously 
take a stand for what is right and just in human affairs from the Christian point 
of view, As Christians our first allegiance is to Jesus Christ and His Kingdom. 


"It further means that we should recognise the righteous claims of the 
dispossessed masses as they now in all justice rise up and demand this recogni- 
tion of their human dignity. We should not only take notice of their demands 
but actively take part in bringing 'the good news to the poor', following the 
teaching of our Lord... 
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"The strong experience of God's calling spirit in our Conference makes us 
ask young Baptists everywhere to embark upon the roads of evangelism in a fresh 
way. We hope that the compelling call to be witnesses for Jesus Christ will be 
felt everywhere and that the response to Christ's demands for witnesses will 
surpass everything that human brains can think and human hearts can drean...'! 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GuYLON | A Working Conference on Evangelism 


"So Send I You" is the title of a report published by a Working Conference 
on Evangelism held at Uduvil in Ceylon, April 20 to May 1, With representatives 
from Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian Churches and the Church of 
South India and a large lay delegation, of whom 30 were women, the Conference 
was one of the most representative Christian conferences held in Ceylon. 


% was characterised by a major emphasis on Bible study, led by the Rev, 
D.T. Niles with the stated inten>.on cf renewing the life of the Church by push-= 
ing it back to the Bible, More than half of the time was devoted to group dis- 
cussions and the preparation of reports which are now published as "a source of 
guidance to the Church in Ceylon in the work it is committed to do," The re- 
ports from the discussion groups on Christian and Non-Christian Faiths, Commun- 
icating the Gospel, The Witnessing Community, The Evangelistic Frontier, and 
Common Action, reveal a determination to confront the problems facing the Church 
and make this report an extremely valuable document for all who are concerned 
with the task of evangelism. 


(The report may be obtained in writing to the Evangelism Department of 
the World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Price: Sw.fr.l.-) 
E.P.S Geneva 


CE Centenary of the Opening of Protestant Missions 


The one hundredth anniversary of the opening of Protestant missions in 
Japan will come in 1959, The National Christian Council of Japan, "conscious 
of its responsibility for the propagation of the Gospel until the Kingdom of God 
is established in this country", will conduct the Centenary Movement according 
to the following plans and policies, 


The Centenary United campaign will be extended duving the following six 
and a half years, mobilising all the Christians throughout the country, capital- 
ising on the forces of all the Christian Churches and organisations, The NCC 
Will seek to strengthen the Church Schools, Christian Schools and Kindergartens 
and impart Christian influences in the general educational programme, It will 
also venture to request the co-cpsration of the Mission boards overseas, “as a 
rare historic opportunity to achieve their primary purpose," 


Special conferences in different centres will be held in order to explain 
the plans of this campaign, A comprehensive Christian History of Japan will be 
published and plans made for several Significant memorial enterprises, ‘We shall 
try to strengthen social welfare work, and to Christianise industry,rural life 
and labour unions", the NCC declared, and "instill with the Gospel e211 daily 
life and activities in order to reach untouched fields," E.P.S.Geneva 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of: The World Council of Churches. * The International Missionary Council 


The World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations * The World’s Young Women's 
Christian Association » The World’s Student Christian Federation « The World Council of 


Christian Education « The United Bible Societies 


ABLES OIKUMENE GENEVA). TELEPHONE) 6°71) 300% 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


No, 33 Twentieth Year August 14, 1953 


tee ge 
On other pages: 
Missionary Activity in India... 4 Plenary Meeting of the World's Alliance 
Bible Centenary in Burma ..... 4 OP IMOR Satta cela ielin tg Teich ure COL 
Qld Accusations Brought up Again World's YWCA and World Affairs ....7 
in Hast Germany ... .....- 5 Religious Television Opportunities/USA 8 
Revision of New Testament Translation in Mongolian 8 


cea ra cei ap eR 


World Council of Churches! Executive Committee 
Meeting 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches held its semi- 
annual meeting at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey under the chairmanship of 
the Bishop of Chichester, Dr G.K.A. Bell.. Four of the Presidents of the World 
Council were present: Archbishop Athenagoras, Metropolitan of Thyateira, 
Exarch of the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople; Bishop Eivind Berg- 
grav, of Norway; Dr Marc Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federa- 
tion; and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church, Washington D.C, 


Among the participants were Dr F.C, Fry, vice-chairman (New York); Prof, G, 
Florovsky (New York); Dr A. Koechlin (Basle); Dr R.B. Manikam (Joint Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches and the international Missionary Council for 
Hast Asia; President Martin Niemdller; Mr. Charles P. Taft; Mrs, A.C, Swain; 
Dr O.F, Nolde and Sir Kenneth Grubb (of the Commission of the Churches on Inter-~ 
national Affairs); the Rev, R.S. Bilheimer (New York office of the WCC), 


Specially invited were lir, M.M.Thomas, of the Mar Thoma Church in South 
India; Dr G.W. Buckner (Disciples of Christ, U.S.A.); Prof. H, Alivisatos 
(Church of Greece); the Rev, Oliver S. Tomkins (Anglican); Dr P.C. Payne 
(Presbyterian Church of the USA); Mr. C.C, Parlin, President of the Press 
Committee of the Second Assembly of the WCC in Evanston; Dr Charles Ranson, 
General Secretary of the International Missionary Council, 


The meeting opened by prayers led by the Bishop of Chichester in the new 
chapel of the Institute, At this occasion Dr Bell presented a gift in memory 
of Archbishop William Temple to the Ecumenical Institute in the name of the 
Church of England: a specially bound edition of the Book of Common Prayer. 


nei ene NE EP NBG ese ET Ee TRE EE NL OT 


he aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to Keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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At the opening meeting Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, presented his report in which he stressed the 
great opportunity offered to the World Council for giving a witness to the 
world in view of the Second Assembly of Evanston. He mentioned the significance 
of the struggle and the example given by the Churches in Eastern Germany during 
the last months. He also drew the attention of the Committee to the special 
interest shown by the Churches in Hungary for the preparations of the next 
Assembly. 


Dr Robert C, Mackie, Director of the Inter-Church Aid Department and 
Service to Refugees presented his report which showed that the help given by 
the Churches through the World Council hed grown from a help rendered mainly to 
the Churches in Europe to a world-wide service embracing the Churches in the 
whole world, 


Dr Rajah B, Manikam, Joint Secretary of the WCC and the IMC for East 
Asia, in his report stressed the great interest of the Asian Churches in the 
ecumenical movement, "Being Secretary of the WCC-INC since two years and a half 
I visited all Asian countries except China and the Philippines and I can say 
that everywhere there is a great interest for this world movement, which is not 
a Western movement but truly a world movement, Our Churches in East Asia take 
a particular interest in the Second Assembly of the WCC and we want to give our 
best contribution to it.!! : 


The Committee also discussed the situation in Korea on the basis of 
the recent travel which Dr Nolde undertook to this country (see EPS No. 30). 
The Committee adopted the following resolution: 


"The Executive Committee at its first meeting after the cessation of 
_ fighting in Korea upon the conclusion of a truce, 


"NOTING that a way had been opened for an approach to the critical 
problems of political unification and effective rehabilitation by processes of 
negotiation and reconstruction; 


"URGED UPON the member Churches their obligation to press their Govern- 
ments to participate fully in all inter-governmental relief measures, and them- 
selves to support through Christian liberality the Relief Committee of the 
National Christian Council of Korea in making its vital Christian contribution 
to the work of national reconstruction; and 


"DECLARED its intention to secure, through the Department of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees, the widestpossible co-operation of member 
Churches in working through Churches in both South and North Korea, always with 
the definite understanding that distribution be in the hands cf church agencies, 
and that the identity of the giving Churches be freely disclosed," 


The Executive Committee then discussed preparations for the Evanston 


eee ee ks ne * 


Assembly. Besides the main theme - "Christ, the Hope of the World", there are 
Six subsidiary themes: 
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1, Faith and Order ~ Our Oneness in Christ and our Disunity as Churches 

2, Evangelism - The Mission of the Church to Those outside her life 

3. Social wuestions - The Responsible Society in a World Perspective 

4, International Affairs - Christians in the Struggle for World Community 

5, Inter-group Relations - The Church amid Racial and Ethnic Tensions 

6, The Laity ~ The Christian in his Vocation 
One hundred and sixty member Churches will send 600 delegates to the 

Evanston Assembly and there is hope that representatives of all member Churches 

who desire to participate will be able to come to the United States for this 

occasion. The Executive Committee has also drawn up a list of consultants (many 

of them chosen for their competence in the field of the special themes). A 

Youth delegation of about hundred people will also be present, 


The Executive Committee voted to authorise the chairman, Dr Bell, to 
send a letter to the Foreign Minister. of: the Czechoslovak Government expressing 
its deep concern over the recent tials and sentences Sear on four Baptist 
pastors (see EPS No. 28). | 


Princess Wilhelmina of the Netherlands sent a letter to the World 
Council inviting the Youth Department of the WCC to a conference of youth leaders 
convened by her which will be held in Holland in September (see EPS No. 31). 
The Executive Committee.asked its chairman to address a letter to Princess 
Wilhelmina éxpressing their appreciation for her interest and conveying their 
hope that her conference would produce good results, H.P.S.Geneva 


Miss K, Rouse and Bishop S. Neill Honoured 


A eat mae pee 


Miss Ruth Rouse, editorial secretary of the Commttee on the History 
of the Ecumenical Movement sponsored by the orld Council of Churches and in 
preparation since 1947, and Bishop Stephen Neill, executive vice-chairman of the 
Committee, were cited for honorary doctorates in a special convocation of Culver- 
Stockton College, Canton, Missouri, U.S.A., at the 1953 International Convention 
of the Disciples of Christ held recently in Portland, Oregon. 


The preparation of the history, a work of scholars from around the 
world, has been financed by contributions of American Disciples through the 
Bemerl cal Institute, ; ( 


President L.E. Ziegler of Culver-Stockton College, conferred the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity on Bishop Neill, The degree of Doctor of Letters was con- 
ferred on Miss Rouse in absentia, The diploma and hood were received by Dr G,.W. 
* Buckner, editor of "World Call" and a member of the History Committee, for later 
presentation to Miss Rouse in London. 


The London ceremonies were held in Church Hotes Chapel, Westminster, 
on July 29. The Bishop of Chichester, chairman of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, spoke of the significance of the History and of the 
contribution of Miss Rouse to its preparation. Then Dr Buckner presented the 
rene to Miss Rouse and invested her with the hood of a Doctor of Letters, 

£.P.S.Geneva 
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INDIA inquiry into Christian Missionary Activity 


A statement issued by the Christian Association, Nagpur, says: 
"According to a press note emanating from the Government of the Central Pro- 
vinces, the State Government hag appointed an Inquiry Committee with Dr M.B. 
Neogi, former Acting Chief Justice of Nagpur as Chairman and Seth Govind Das, 
M.P., President of the Mahakosal Congress Committee and Shri G.S. Gupta, M.L.A., 
former Speaker of Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly as members to inquire 
into the activities of missionaries in the State, The three-man Comittee will 
also inquire into the allegations that the missionaries operating in the areas 
of Bastar and Sarguja are being harassed and persecuted by the Government and 
its officials, 


"Christians", affirmed the Christian Association, "are considerably 
perturbed by this report of the appointment of an all-Hindu Committee as com~ 
plainants and counter-complainants and Christians and Hindu respectively. The 
Catholic Regional Committee for Madhya Precesh, Bihar and Orissa had demanded 
‘an impartial tribunal consisting of Muslim and Parsi judges,! It is under- 
Stood that the Christian Association of Nagpur, the Catholic Union of India and 
the Catholic Regional Committee have registered their protest both with the 
Prime Minister of India and the Chief Minister, Pundit Ravi Shankar Shukla, 
against the unfairness in the appointment of an entirely one-sided Committee 
and have requested that the Committee should be enlarged to include represent- 
ative Christians. 


"Dr Sinker, the Anglican Bishop of Nagpur, and Dr Eugene D'Souza, the 
Roman Catholic Bishop, have in a joint letter to the Chief Minister, also 
pressed for the inclusion of a representative Christian on the Inguiry Committee, 


"Following the appointment of this Inquiry Committee, Shri M.S. Gol- 
Walkar, the Sar Sang Chalak of the R.S.S. (Hindu Political Party), has come out 
with a slashing attack on the Christian missionaries, Welcoming the decision 
of the M.P. Government to inquire into missionary activities, he said that 
25,000 missionaries working in 178 centres all over the country were trying to 
capture political power by converting ignorant people to Christianity." 
£.P.S.Geneva 


BURMA A Bible Centenary 


The Sgaw Karen people are celebrating the centenary of the publication 
of the Bible in their native tongue, The chief celebration will take place in 
Tavoy in November at the meeting there of the Sgaw Karen Baptist Convention, but 
Karen Churches everywhere are planning special meetings and services of thanks- 
giving in commemoration of the event, 


The Karens are the hill tribes who inhabit the central Yoma Pegu and 
Paung Laung ranges which form the watersheds of the great southwar d-flowing 
rivers of Burma, the Salween, the Irrawaddy and the Sittang, When the first 
Baptist missionaries began work among the Karens in 1828 they met with a rapid 
and enthusiastic response. An ancient legend existed among them which foretold 
that strangers would come out of the West bringing with them the "Golden Book! 
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of wisdom and truth, which the people had once possessed but lost. The Karens 

are reputed to be descendants of Chinese tribes who made their way originally 
into Burma from the western fringes of the Gobi Desert and were driven southwards, 
It is possible, therefore, that the prophesy of the Golden Book and other legends 
of a markedly Biblical flavour which linger among them may be echoes from the 
teachings of the Nestorian Missionaries who traversed Central Asia in the 8th 
century and made their way into China, bearing the Holy Scriptures with them, 


The British and Foreign Bible Society is taking a special part in the 
Sgaw Karen Bible Centenary celebrations by publishing Bibles and New Testaments 
with a special inscription printed in gold on the cover. This reads: "Sgaw 
Karen Bible Centenary 1853-1953. Thy Word is Truth."' The Karen people still 


call it "The Golden Book,"! E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY _ Qld Accusations Brought Up Again, says 
Bishop Dibelius 


Speaking on the church situation in Eastern Germany, from the pulpit 
of the crowded Marienkirche, in East Berlin, on August 2, Bishop Dibelius of 
Berlin stated that, whereas only a few weeks ago all aspersions cast on church 
youth work had been formally retracted, now once more all the old accusations 
against the Junge Gemeinde were being resurrected by people in most influential 
positions, 


In connection with this latest turn in the Junge Gemeinde struggle, he 
spoke of the ups and downs, the answers to prayer and the constant fresh dis- 
appointments, which were the lot of Christian people. This was perhaps needful, 
in order that the Church should truly realise what it owed its young Christians. 
As a further instance of fulfilment and rejection of prayers and hopes, the 
Bishop mentioned what had happened to those in prison. Of those on the Church's 
list for special intercession, because they had been arrested in connection with 
their church work, more than thirty had been released and returned to their re- 
latives, "But the rest?" the Bishop went on. "In the hearts of the people 
praying for them there must be the bitter question, ‘Why did God listen to them 
and not to us?' And the same is true of the prisoners of war who are still in 
captivity - Christians can never have truck with the inhumanity that can keep 
them so many years after the end of the war," 


Amid their new trials, the Churches have not forgotten to be grateful 
that they have been granted a breathing-space as a result of the sudden change 
in the situation. A thanksgiving service was recently held in the Marktkirche 
in Halle, during which Propst danicke recalled the service of intercession held 
in the same church in May, At that time nobody had supposed that the conflict 
would so suddenly come, for the time being to an end thus favourable to the 
Churches, "The times when God leaves us in the dark," he said, "are particular- 
ly blessed times. I shall not forget how all at once everything changed over- 
night." It was unfortunately true that the railway missions had not been able 
to resume their work, which would have been espscially valuable at this peak 
travel period. At the end of his sermon Pastor Johannes Hamel, the student 
pastor just released from arrest, also addressed the congregation. 
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- GERMANY Methodist Resolution on Peace 


The German Methodist Church in the Eastern Zone has just held its Synod 
for this year in Reichenbach, Silesia, with its recently-elected Bishop, Dr. 
Ernst Wunderlich, of Frankfurt/Ml,, in the chair, A resolution drawn up by the 
Committee for World Peace was unanimously adopted, containing the following 
passage: 


r "It is with profound sorrow that we mark the continuance of calamitous 
tensions in the world, Yet the longing for peace is unquestionably alive in all 
peoples, We are convinced that the prayers and influence of Christian believers 
can release and propagate forces working for peace, As Methodists we stand for 
the maintenance of peace with all the means at our command, we oppose war, and 
we condemn whole-heartedly, out of the Word of God, all mental and material pre- 
paration for it. Rather we regard it as our task to spread peace among the 
nations by the proclamation of the Gospel, and to live in peace and concord with 
all men, including those of other countries," E.P.S.Geneva 


Plenary Meeting of the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s 


The Plenary Meeting of the World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian 
Associations was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from July 23-31. Its chief at- 
tention was devoted to preparations for the Centennial celebration in 1955. 


Many meetings will be held, with a combined attendance of 10,000 
persons, There will be a younger boy's camp, an older boy's conference, 
young adult conference, a meeting of the professional leaders, a statutory con- 
ference devoted to the adoption of a new constitution, and finally the combined 
World Conference and Rally. ‘The centennial theme, "That they may all be one", 
Which has been retained for many decades on the emblem of the World's Alliance, 
fittingly expresses the dominant spirit of this organisation, It has found 
practical ways by which youth of all nations can work together, and those in- 
terested in the welfare of youth can help them toward nobler living in the 
local, national and world community. 


The organisation gave also attention to the extension of its present 
work into new countries and territories. In its final session, it took action 
regarding this matter to encourage appropriate beginnings of assistance at many 
points in Africa, in Asia, among the Pacific Islands, in the Caribbean area, and 
in the Middle East and set priorities for these efforts. In this regard, co- 
operation with the World's Young Women's Christian Association was approved. 


Already deeply engaged in work among displaced persons and refugees, 
the Plenary Meeting reviewed its experience over the past eight years, and 
established a standing committee to give continuous attention to what it regard- 
ed as a more or less permanent, or at least a continuing, problem represented by 
plight of young people in the uprooted populations in many parts of the world, 
Much consideration was also given to international and int rracial questions 
which loom large for any organisation at work among so many different peoples 
and races, E.P.S.Geneva 
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There have also been meetings of the entire conference at which 
addresses were given following those of the opening day, These have epitomised 
the ecumenical character of this movement, which has been so intimately identified 
with the life of the Christian Church since its foundation, The address of Dr 
W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, gave 
a review of the ecumenical movement in recent years. He considered the World's 
Alliance of YMCAs, both because of the circumstances of its origin and the nature 
of its present contribution, as a closely related part of this ecumenical move- 
ment, and asked for continued close collaboration. 


In various statements about a witnessing Church, the underlying chal- 
lenge to the YMCA as a worldwide organisation was to be understood, Nor was this 
deeply rooted belief confined alone to those of but one of the great sections of 
the Christian Church, Predominantly Protestant in origin and present membership, 
the YMCA movement also includes substantial numbers of those of other than Pro- 
testant ties and of those of non-Christian faiths. YMCA members of Roman Cathol- 
ic faith among the delegations hays carried on the same discussions from the 
standpoint of their own religious understanding; and members of the Greek 
Orthodox and similar communions have done the same, Thus this movement, once 
but a small group of earnest Christians related to a few Protestant denominations, 
has come to embrace those of different Christian and non-Christian faiths, but 
has retained and strengthened its unity and its purpose as a Christiwn world 
youth organisation, 


On the final evening of the meeting the conference honoured the retir- 
ing General Secretary Dr Tracy Strong, along with some of his colleagues, among 
them Mr, Hugo Cedergren, Associate General Secretary, whike the President, Mr. 
John Forrester-Paton of Scotland, gave the keys of office to Dr Paul M, Limbert, 

- the new General Secretary, E.P.S.Geneva 


The World's YWCA Introduces YWCA Members to World Affairs 


(Geneva):=- In July two seminars were held by the World's Young Women's 
Christian Association in Geneva, In connection with the 16th Session of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council, a group of YWCA members from Belgiun, 
the Gold Coast, Iceland, New Zealand, Switzerland and the U.S.A., gathered to- 
gether to study problems related to international affairs. This was the second 
experiment of its kind organised by the World's YWCA; the first one was held in 
1952 in relation to the sessions of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, 


This year the programme centred on practical action in the social 
field of the UN and of its specialised agencies, especially on the Programme of 
Technical Assistance, The participants attended the sessions of the Council, 
listened to the reports of the delegates, and had lectures and discussions in 
connection with the problems raisec, stressing the Christian approach to the UN 
programme and the co-operation of voluntary agencies, It was pointed out that the 
Christian conscience is still not developed enough to grasp all the implications 
of the Technical Assistance Programme, the budget of which is so small in com- 
parison to the need, On a small scale the World's YWCA has had many years of 
experience in methods of assistance between countries on a Christian basis 
through its Mutual Service Programme of give and take, 
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Another group of YwWCA menbers from Australia, Ceylon, Madagascar, 
Malaya, the Netherlands, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Switzerland, Trinidad, and 
the U.S.A. met the two last days of July and heard more fully about the tasks, 
structure, and endeavours of the World's YWCA. They stressed the fact that 
YWCA members must be aware of belonging to a Christian movement which is not 
limited to their own local community, but which through the torld's YWCA, widens 
their horizon and opens their minds to the problems of their neighbours in other 


countries, of other races, Churches, and religions. This ‘seminar group 
also visited the United Nations and attended one of the last sessions of the 
Social and Economic Council. E.P.5.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Religious Television Opportunities 


"People with a yen to try out their acting abilities before the cameras 
of the local television station may find their hopes fulfilled through the in- 
tervention of the National Council of Churches' Broadcasting and Films Commis- 
sion", states a booklet-guide to religious television programme ideas just 
published by the Commission, 


In the belief that religious television programme-making should be 
produced and aired locally as far as possible, the Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission has brought out two booklets to answer any questions about the medium 
that amateur producers might pose. The first, "Religious Television Programme 
Ideas", outlines 90 programmes that can be produced by talented volunteers using 
limited budgets, The ideas - coming under such group headings as dramatic, 
counselling, devotional, interview, news, music and panel - have all been tested 
and approved at religious TV workshops conducted over the past year or two, 


The second guide-book brings together a series of lectures and dis- 
cussions on production techniques which highlighted proceedings of a TV religious 
institute conducted by CBS-TV in January 1953, 


Both guide-books were compiled and edited by Charles H,. Schmitz, the 
Commission's director of broadcasting training, who points out that close to 


50% of American homes are equipped with television. E.P.S.Geneva 
MONGOLIA Revision of New Testament Translation 


d Since 1935 three Mongol scholars and four foreign missionaries have 
been working on the manuscript of the Revised New Testament. The type~-setting 
and proof reading are now complete, 


In 1815 the British and Foreign Bible Society published St Matthew's 
Gospel in the Kalmuck language, a dialect quite different from the literary 
Mongolian. Some Buriat Mongols living in Southern Siberia happened to see some 
of these Gospel portions and were keenly interested, A collection of funds was 
started to make it possible to have the Bible translated into literary Mongol. 
The four Gospels and the Acts were published by the Russian Bible Society in 1819. 
The Old Testament in literary Mongolian was published in 1840 and the work on the 
New Testament was completed in London in 1846. In 1880 the Mongolian New Testa~ 
ment was reprinted in St. Petersburg at the Imperial Academy of Science Press, 

E.P.S.Geneva 
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Christians Look at the United Nations 


The Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs meeting at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey (August 9-12) 
adopted the following statement : 


"The United Nations has been created because of the longings of the 
peoples for;a just and durable peace and their sense of need for colle ctive 
security. lt was born out of the sacrifice and tragic suffering of a global 
war, its work is, in many respects, directed toward goals which Christians 
believe to be in accordance with God's will for justice among His children, 


'An understanding of the substantial contributions which the United 

Nations has thus far made must reckon with the handicaps under which it is 
forced to operate, The United Nations reflects the disorder of this interdepend- 
ent world, In its structure it is an association of sovereign states, Its mem- 
bers in many cases have been unable or unwilling to co-operate fully, anc their 
representatives normally look at international questions not so much on the basis 
of merit as on the grounds of national interests and ideological points of view. 
It operates on the frontier of international anarchy, It is threatened by a 
jungle of clashing nationalisms, social systems and power blocs, Indeed, its 
‘decisions are at times influenced, if not determined, by these same forces, The 
development of its limited powers has been hindered, especially in the realm of 
security, by the abuse of the veto, 


"Nevertheless, the United Nations, as well as related agencies, in- 
cluding the International Court of Justice, provides the nations with an instru- 
ment for the development of international law and the just regulation of common 


{he aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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interests of nations as well as for the peaceful settlement of disputes, and the 
discouragement of threats to peace. It also provides a world forum for the inter- 
change of thought between diverse cultures and view points, Through such co-opera- 
tion these institutions offer now an effective means of developing conditions 
essential to the rule of law in the world, 


"Moreover, the United Nations offers the best means for co-ordinating 
the activities of the nations for human welfare, Through its related organisations 
it is rendering valuable service in combatting ignorance, want and disease, espec~ 
ially in under-developed territories, It is helping to create a common mind on 
the subjet of Human Rights, and to provide those services essential for Refugees 
_ and Migrants. 


"Therefore, the United Nations needs and deserves the discerning and 
active support of Christians, The valid purposes of the Charter can be served 
neither by Utopian illusions nor by irresponsible defeatism, but only by the con--- 
structive support of all people of goodwill. The tremendous task of developing 
effective international machinery cannot be performed within a few years, but only 
by the patient and cumulative effort of generations. To aid in this task is a 
Christian duty. 


"If it is to live, the United Nations must grow, There are grave 
obstacles to any fundamental revision of the Charter, so long as post-war fears 
and antagonisms corrode the confidence and obscure the moral basis prerequisite 
for this, But the present structure is flexible enough to permit more adequate 
procedures if public opinion can be sufficiently informed and aroused. The growth 
of the United Nations requires fuller co-operation on the part of member States 

in honouring their common commitment. We therefore call on Christians everywhere 
sto study, pray and work for a better fulfilment of the pieeges of the United 
Nations Charter," 


The COIA Executive Committee also adopted the following resolution 
on Human Rights: 


"While recognising that certain conditions must be met in order to prepare adequate 
drafts of the international covenants and measures of implementation and to secure 
their adoption by the UN and their ratification by member Governments, 


"Reaffirms its position that every effort should be made to complete as rapidly as 
possible adequate drafts of the covenants and measures for effective implementation; 


"Authorises CCIA representatives to press the Commission on Human Rights to conti- 
nue its work on the Intemational Covenants and to proceed with other measures 
within its terms of reference whereby the observance of human rights may be advanc- 
ed through international and national action, and, further, to encourage all organs 
of the United Nations to take appropriate initiative and action, whether national 
or international, to secure human rights for all, It also 


“Concurs in the proposal of CCIA officers, in response to the request of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council to Non-Governmental Organisations to secure from nation- 
al CCIAs and other contacts comments on the proposals for an action programme now 
under consideration by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights," 


Among the members of the Executive Committee of the CCIA were present: 
Baron F.M. van Asbeck (President); Sir Kenneth G,Grubb (Chairman); Dr 0,F,Nolde 
(Director); Dr R.M.Fagley (Executive Secretary); Dr W.A.Visser 't Hooft; Dr C.W. 
Ranson; Dr G.K.A.Bell, Bishop of Chichester; Prof, W. Kagi; Mr. S,A,Morrison; 
Mr. M. Webb; Dr Marc Boegner; Dr R.B.Manikam, E.P.5.Geneva 


tod 
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Preparatory Commissions for Evanston Assembly 


One hundred and sixty leaders from all over the world met from August 
11 to 19, in and near Geneva, to prepare background material for the second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches which will meet in August 1954 in 
Evanston, USA. 


Under the general direction of the Study Department of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches each of the six preparatory commissions considered one of the 
sub-themes which will be discussed at the Assembly. The general programme of 
study was under the direction of President H.P. Van Dusen, Chairman of the Study 
Department Commission, and Principal John Baillie and Bishop A. Nygren, vice- 
chairmen, 


The first commission under the chairmanship of Dr 0.S. Tomkins, met at 
the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey to consider the topic "Our Oneness in Christ 
and our Disunity as Churches.'"' The second commission met in Geneva under the 
chairmanship of Canon Th.0, Wedel, and examined the topic "The Mission of the 
Church to those outside her Life." The third commission, meeting in Begnins 
under the co-chairmanship of Prof, John C, Bennett and Dr C.L. Patijn, examined 
the topic "The Responsible Society in a World Perspective," The international 
affairs topic, "Christians in the Struggle for World Community", was examined 
by a commission meeting at Bossey, chaired by Sir Kenneth G, Grubb, The fifth 
topic under discussion, "The Church amid Racial and Ethnic Tensions", was 
examined by a group meeting in.Geneva under the chairmanship of Dr Roswell P, 
Barnes, and the sixth subsidiary theme on "The Christian in his Vocation" was 
taken up by a commission under the direction of Dr H. Kraemer. 


The various commissions examined and prepared factual surveys on the 
Situation in the Churches in their various countries, These surveys will be 
studied by the delegates before they meet at Evanston, The commissions also 
considered their respective topics in the light of what statements the Assembly 


itself might wish to make in each case, E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES American Baptists Clarify Story of Czech 
Arrests 


Deploring the arrest and sentencing of four Baptist church leaders in 
Czechoslovakia for purported espionage (see EPS No. 28), American Baptist church- 
men gave the following facts: 


Four Baptist leaders were tried and found guilty of espionage on June 
26 and 27 in Eastern Bohemia. One of those condemned was Dr, Jindrich Prochazka, 
former head of the Baptist Seminary in Prague; the others were Jan Ricar, 
chairman of the Baptist Brethren Union in Czechoslovakia; Cyril Burget, Secretary 
of the Baptist Church in Prague; and Michael Kajsar, Chairman of the Baptist 
Brethren Union in Slovakia, 


The report from Prague is that all pleaded guilty, were condemned for 
from five to eighteen years, deprived of citizenship rights and their property 
confiscated, Czechoslovakia is one of ten countries in Europe in which American 
Baptists have given special help to their sister Churches. The trial was based 


No. 34 - August 21, 1953 du “ 246 


largely on charges that the churchmen, from 1945 to 1952, were in communication 
With the World Baptist Alliance, which in turn reported to the American Baptists. 
The latter are supposed by the Czech authorities to have used the information 
for political purposes. They charged that Dr Edwin A, Bell, Buropean Represent- 
ative of the Baptist Convention, had given Prochazka instructions about report- 
ing and supplied him with funds from the great monopolies, “especially in 1945 
and again in 1946, Prochazka spent the years during World War II in the United 
States." 


"It goes without saying," explained Dr Jesse R, Wilson, Home Secretary 
of the American Baptist Foreign Mission Socisty, in New York City, "that (our) 
interest is nothing remotely akin to political espionage or conspiracy. Any 
money transferred to Czechoslovakia has not been for service rendered, but has . 
been given freely for relief and for church support and pocena vuataans 

H.eP.S.Geneva 


GERMANY Memorial Plaque Unveiled at the Willingen Church 


Te commemorate the fifth World Conference of the World Missionary 
Council, held in July 1952 at Willingen, a bronze plaque was unveiled on July 
19, 1953, which has been given to the Church of Willingen by the International 
Missionary Council, 


In a festival service Missionary Director Thmels of the Leipzig Mis- 
sion gave an address reminding the "Older UChurches" of their great responsibil- 
ity towards the one and a half milliard of heathens still left in the world. 
The service was enriched by mctets sung by the Herford Church-Choir. 


Afterwards Dr Ihmels unveiled the plaque, bearing the words: "'!That 
they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent me', In re- 
membrance of the World Missionary Conference held at Willingen, July 5-21, 1952." 
The pastor of the local church accepted the plaque, promising that the congrega- 
tion of Willingen wants to be and to remain a community conscious of its mission- 


ary task. B.P.O.Geneva 
JSRABL Openings for Protestant Preaching 


What is the position as regards Protestant work in Israel? An answer 
to this question is given in the July issue of "The Witness", the organ of the 
International Hebrew Christian Alliance, in London, 


We must thank God, says its report from Israel, that Protestant work 
"can still be carried on at all at the present time." In addition to "a number 
of smaller, often, very dubious organisations and individuals," the following 
bodies are at present working for Israel: the Anglican Mission, with posts in 
Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv, Lydda and Haifa; the British Association for Spreading the 
Gospel to the Jews, in Haifa; the Scottish Church, with the Tabeetha School in 
Jaffa, at which 265 children (50 of them Christian) are being taught, and a post 
in Jerusalem, as well as the big centre in Tiberias, which consists of a church, 
a hospital and a Bible station and employs a number of Dutch workers; the 
Norwegian Mission -to the Jews, in Haifa; the Swedish Mission to Israel, which 
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maintains a theological institute in Jerusalem; the Mission of the Finnish 
Church, with a school in Jerusalem; the British organisation "The Hebrew 
Christian Witness to Israel," with one woman worker in Haifa and another in 
Jerusalem; the Chicago Mission to the Jews, with a service in Jerusalem. The 
International Hebrew Christian Alliance has two workers in the Holy Land, who 
are at present producing a polyglot magazine for Hebrew Christians in Israel. 


As regards the Bible, the Israelis were until recently dependent on 
the importation of Hebrew Bibles. The first Hebrew Bible has now been printed 
in Israel itself, but it is more expensive than those imported from abroad. 
In addition, it contains only the Old Testament, whereas the Bible Societies! 
copies contain both Testaments in Hebrew, and are much welcomed. The Bible 
Societies report a constant increase in interest, reaching record figures. One 
society alone distributed 37,000 Hebrew Bibles, Testaments and portions in the 
last welve months. 


The Bible is more read aiid studied in Israel than any other book, 
"though not, admittedly, because it is the Word of God, but because it is regard- 
ed as the book of the Jewish people and the Jewish land." But another Bible has 
appeared in the form of a school textbook, put out by a group of atheist teach- 
ers, In it a great deal has been removed and altered. God does figure in the 
Sinai story, but "of the Ten Commandments the first and three others have been 
blue-pencilled; there remain the injunctions to observe the Sabbath and to 
honour one's parents, neither of them mentioning God at all, and the prohibitions 
on murdering, stealing, bearing false witness and coveting one's neighbour's 


possessions," Be P.S.Geneva 
POLAND The Evangelical Lutheran Church To-day 


The Protestant Calendar published by the Supreme Council of the Evan- 
gelical Church of the Augsburgian Confession in Warsaw contains this year an 
article on "Church Orgnisation." | 

"The Constitution of the Polish People's Republic," it begins, 
"guarantees its nationals freedom of conscience and confession, and allows the 
Church the free exercise of its religious duties." It goes on to add the follow- 
ing observations: 


"It is obvious that the Church in its general dealings acts within the 
facts of the social and political situation. It must not, for this reason, be 
forgotten that the legislation of the Polish People's Republic contains very 
definite rulings onthe class problem, and that the Church is therefore rightly 
expected to observe the existing legal norms, since these norms are laid down 
as a matter of principle in the country's administrative pattern. The Church 
founded on the teaching of Christ must thus refrain from any action which might 
play the part of a political ideology: rather, it must conformexactly with the 
existing legal order," 


| The separation of Church and State, the Protestant Calendar goes on, 
"guarantees the Church freedom of worship and of co-operation between clergy and 
church-goers. The material interests of the Church must not be bound up with 


eon 
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any capitalistic form of society; hence the Church must not interest itself in 
any such form, since a Church linked with such a form would be a tool for the 
exploitation of the working masses." It follows that "the statutes of the Church 
relating to its international affairs must rever contravene the Constitution and 
legal code of the State, For this reason the structure of the Church and the 
rights and obligations of its administtative bodies have been so laid down as 


to ensure that the Church, whiie its mission and the fulfilment of that mission 


are fully guaranteed, cannot go counter to the power or the State or hinder. the 
settlement of the class problem by the performance of its legal functions," 


Since "the Church is not a political or anti-govermmental body," it 
can and should "in certain fields be a valuable collaborator to tne State," 
These fields include the raising of moral standards among the masses, the en~ 
couragement of education and hygiene, the welfare of mothers, children and old 
people, and all activities beneviting the common weal, The Church should preach 
and practise the Gospel truth of the love of God and the brotherhood of men and 
nations, truths "which make man a faithful and self-denying member of the Church 
and a fighter for peace in the world, which is the indispensable prerequisite of 
all progress and all civilisation," 


As regards church order, it is stated that the Church must not be 
identified with the church authorities. Church organisation serves the Church, 
the mystical body whose Head is Christ. The organised body of Evangelical 
lutheran Christians is in its make-up based within the Polish Peopleis Republic, 


and bears the name of "Evangelical Lutheran Unit, BeP.S.Geneva 
U.5.5.R., A Letter from the Patriarch of Moscow to the 


Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 


The latest issue of the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate (No. 5, 
1953) informs us that the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia recently wrote to 
the Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Archbishop Athenagoras, giving it 
aS his opinion that the autocephalous Orthodox Churches ought to consult to- 
gether on a number of topical church problems. 


Certain unclarified questions of relations between various autocephal- 
ous Churches, he continued, constituted an obstacle to such a proceeding. One 
of these questions was the fact that the Oecumenical See of Constantinople had 
several Churches in its jurisdiction, among them the Western Eurcsean Exarchate, 
the Russian Orthodox Eparchy in Finland, the Orthodox Churches of Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Albania, and a number of Orthodox Churches in America which, 
while not actually under Constantinople, share its statutes, Patriarch Alexei 
further stated that he was troubled as to the continuance of the Russian 
Orthodox monastery on Mount Athos, in Greece. 


"We make these distressing representations to Your Holiness in brother- 
ly affection, and in confidence in your Oecumenical contribution towards the 
healing of these symptoms of disease which today affect brotherly duty to inform 
Your Holiness that we have received a letter from His Holiness Christophoros, 
Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, also relating to the convening 
of a preparatory church conference, and expressing the intention of writing to 
Your Holiness on the matter," E,.P.S.Geneva 
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GERMANY The Hamburg Kirchentag 


The fifth German Evangelical Kirchentag, held this year in Hamburg 
from August 12 to 16, and taking as its watchword the text "Cast not away your 
confidence," (see also EPS No, 31) began with a. period of "public confession of 
allegiance to the Church and its message." The bells of all the churches in 
Hamburg rang this occasion in. Round the Church of St, Michael,where the inaugur 
al service was held, 60,000 people who had come to attend the Kirchentag gather- 
ed outside. The Bishop of Hamburg, Dr. Schoffel, in his sermon described the 
watchword of the Kirchentag as the realisation of the Christian's profound 
security amid all personal and collective trial and temptation. After thanking 
the ecumenical movement for the help it had given to the German people in their 
distress, the Bishop specially greeted the 10,000 men and women who had come 
from the Eastern zone for the occasion. 


The President of the Kirchentag, Dr Reinold von Thadden, began his 
address by expressing the hope "that the Holy Ghost may kindle the fire of God 
in our midst, that it may open our eyes to the sins and failings in our life and 
our Church, and that it may then move and fill and restart us with its holy 
power," The Hamburg Kirchentag, he went on, is an occasion for praise and 


- thanksgiving over the opportunity of mingling with those who had come from the 


EBastern zone, ‘What they have had to go through in recent months is of most 
vital importance for the Church of Christ on both sides of the Iron Curtain,'"! 


Dr von Thadden welcomed the delegates from Churches in other countries, 
Baptists and Methodists, Anglicans and Reformed, Lutherans and Orthodox, and 
even representatives of the Syrian Orthodox Church of India. "Just as the 
various Churches - the Batak Church of Indonesia, the Lutheran Church of Kaipur, 
India, the Protestant Church of Spain, to mention only a few - were represented, 
so were the five continents. Indians and Australians, Americans and Norwegians, 
Indonesians and Dutchmen were there. A multifarious background of thought and 
emotion, yet one mighty unity in faith and confession," With them "the Kirchen- 
tag confesses the world-wide Church of Christ and the Lay apostolate of the 
Church in our generation," 


Cordial greetings were extended to the representatives of the Roman 
Catholic Church, headed by Pralat B, Wintermann, of Hamburg, all of whom had 
helped to cope with the difficulties of accommodation and to raise money for 
the people attending from the Eastern Zone. "They have sought," Dr von Thadden 


_ declared, "to carry out for all the world to see what the New Testament means 


by brothers bearing one another's burdens in the Church of Jesus Christ," 


In order to safeguard the Kirchentag and what it stood for from mis- 
interpretation, all political parvies were asked to abstain from political meet- 
ings during the assembly, This request was duly honoured by all concerned, 


The Chancellor of the Federal Republic, Dr Adenauer, came in person to 
bring the Kirchentag the greetings of the Government, and paid over a donation 
of 200,000 DM as assistance for those coming from the Eastern zone, Dilating 
on the association between the Protestant and Catholic Churches, he observed 
that in our time there could be "only one form of rivalry between them, that of 


* 
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Christian charity." The President of the Republic, Dr, Heuss, stated, in a 
message of greeting conveyed by one of the Cabinet, Dr Lehr, that "The Kirchen- 
tag is not there to offer slogans for the settlement of the political conflicts 
of the day, but to strengthen men's soul and spirit amid the efforts to regul- 
ate the aim and methods of German policy today." 


"The youth of our Church has left a stronger impress on the outward 
aspect of the Hamburg Kirchentag than in former years," was the judgment of 
Bishop Dibelius, of Berlin, on the distinguishing characteristics of the Kir- 
chentag, This "can be taken as a promising sign for the future of our Church,’ 


Alongside the main programme of the Kirchentag there were numerous 
meetings of an evangelistic character, Visits were paid to Hamburg factories, 
and the Christian message conveyed to passers-by in streets and squares, Thus 
the Bishop of Hanover, Dr lilje, declared that "what we Christians believe is 
concerned with today," for "the historic decisions of our time are made up of 
many individual decisions by individual people," And another speaker told his 
audience, "To get more people to live rightly - that must be the service which 
the Kirchentag performs!!! 


A number of study groups worked out the practical implications of the 
Rally's sub-themes - "How are we to become a praying Church?" - "What are we 
laymen doing in the Church?" - "Our nation among the nations!" - What should 
Christians do in their professional affairs?" - "How does a community become a 
Christian community?" Notable speakers, including Dr Martin Niemoller, Pastor 
Janicke, of Berlin, Prof, Gollwitzer, of Bonn, and many others, contributed to 
the evangelistic efforts of the Kirchentag,. 


At the "encounter evening" a gigantic crowd gathered, when the in- 
numerable torches had been lighted, the general secretary of the Kirchentag, 
Pastor Giesecke, who was to conduct the evening devotions, cried to the people, 
"Many have come simply wanting to find out what is the matter with the Church. 
They must not remain mere onlookers. For everyone who stands her can say, 'I 


am beloved by God',' : E.P.Si@eneva 
GREECE Earthquakes Bring Quick Aid from Churches 


"I saw mountains on the coast sliding into the sea... a steady stream 
of refugees is coming from the hills, including walking injured and strecher 
cases, some of them practically crawling... They are pouring in and there is 
no place for them to sleep and nothing for them to eat. Most of all, we need 
water," 


This is a first-hand description of the impact of the worst earth- 
quake in modern Greek history, the words of John P, Asher, field represent- 
ative for the United States Foreign Operations Administration in Greece. Since 
August 9, more than a hundred tremors have been registered at the Athens 
Observatory. The death toll on August 13 was a thousand and was still mount- 
ing. There are literally thousands of injured and homeless, 
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World Council of Churches! representatives have rushed to the quake- 
ridden islands to voice the concern of church members everywhere for their 
fellow-Christians in need, They are Prof,H.A. Alivisatos, chairman of the 
Foreign Relations and Inter-Church Aid Committee of the Orthodox Church, and 
Christopher King, senior staff officer for the WCC's Department of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, 


Professor Alivisatos, who was attending a World Council meeting in 
Geneva at the time of the first quake, himself comes from the island of Cepha- 
lonia, point of concentration for the first serious quake, He rushed back to 
Greece to accompany King on an on-the-spot visit of the disaster area. 


Fortunately, help was quick in coming. Military and civilian organ- — 
isations of various nations rushed medical and physical aid to the scene, 
Hospitals and at “stations were set up by Red Cross units and other relief 
bodies. At the direct request of the WCC's Department of Inter--Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, Church World Service (Department of. the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.) and CROP promptly dispatched 84,000 
pounds of clothing and bedding, 450,000 pouds of U.S. surplus dried milk, a 
carload each of flour, lard and rice, 


Individual church groups began to rally to the emergency, The Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church (U.S.A.) had already provided $3,000 for emergency 
purposes in Greece and this was released for immedidte aid. As the quakes 
continued, the same Church stepped up its giving, sending an additional $5,000 
to the World Council of Churches office in Geneva for immediate use in the 
shock-ravaged area, Other Churches are already inquiring about the needs. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN "To Turn a Crowd into a Communi.ty"! 


A village blacksmith and a bricklayer performed the foundation stone 
laying of a new church - the Church of St. Francis - on the new Clifton Estate 
at Nottingham, in presence of sixteen clergy and the Sheriff of Nottingham, 

A team of volunteer workers are working on the foundations of the new church 
in their spare time, 


Following the stone-laying ceremony,. there was a mass baptism of ten 
adults and fifty babies by the Bishop of Southwell, Dr F,Russell Barry, and 
six other clergy. After blessing the foundation stone, the Bishop said: "The 
Church is beginning to do what it alone can do ~ to turn a crowd into a commun~ 
ity. It can welt this great multitude of separate families, most of them 
strangers when they arrived, into a real family in the spiritess You have 
realised that you cannot have a real community unless the Church is at the 
centre of it," . #.P.S.Geneva 


ERRATUM:~ Dr E.A, Payne, the prominent English Baptist, and Canon G.L.Prestige 
joined together in a BBC discussion on Episcopacy last week, which was given 
prominence in English church papers. We must incidentally apologize for having 
put Dr Payne in our list of American church leaders attending the meeting of 
the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches at Bossey (see EPS 
No. 33). _ E.P.S.Geneva 
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Preparing for Evanston 


From August 10 ~ 21, some 120 leaders of the Churches ~ theologians, 
pastors, laymen and laywomen - drawn very widely from the whole world and the 
various confessions represented in the World Council of Churches have been en- 
gaged in intensive study and writing preparing one part of the forthsoming 
Evanston Assembly. 


As is well known, the "Main Theme" of the Assembly is to be "Jesus 
Christ - The Hope of the World", and it is being prepared for by a special 
Advisory Commission of distinguished thinkers which has already been at work 
for more than two years, But, during the second week of its meeting, the Assem-— 
bly will divide into six sections, each of which will consider a specific sub- 
ject in the light of Christian Hope. Those "Subsidiary topics" are: "Our One- 
ness in Christ and our Disunity as Churches", carrying further the Faith and 
Order discussions of the past thirty years; ‘The Mission of the Church to those 
outside her life", dealing both with evangelism by the Older Churches of the 
West and the outreach of the Christian World Mission through and beyond the 
Younger Churches; "The Responsible Society in a World Perspective", a major 
preoccupation of ecumenical conferences since Stockholm in 1925; ‘Christians 
in the Struggle for World Commnity", based upon the work of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs; "The Church amid Racial and Ethnic 
Tensions", one of the most urgent and controversial issues confronting Christ- 
ians in many parts of the world; and "The Laity: The Christian in his Voca- 
tion", which will seek to wrestle with the bearing of Christian faith upon the 
perplexities and compromises which confront so many lay Christians, men and 
women, in their daily occupations. 
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For more than a year, the secretariats of these Preparatory Commissions 
have been soliciting factual data on each of these themes from all over the 
world, and the major task of each Commission was to scrutinise the assembled 
material in a global context, and to organise and set forth the most relevant 
and significant findings in a comprehensive Survey of no more than 15,000 words. 
These surveys, after further revisions, will be circulated to all delegates to 
Evanston in advance of the Assembly and will furnish the major resource for its 
sectional discussions. The Commissions also sought to draw out from the vast 
mass of factual information the major issues which might well be suggested for 
Assembly consideration. 


Much attention was also given to the task of bringing these issues be- 
fore rank-and-file membership of the Churches, and stimulating their active part- 
icipation in the preparations for Evanston, in order that the Assembly itself 
may become, so far as possible, a conversation between the Churches themselves 
rather than merely among the 600 elected delegates and thus an event of more 
than passing interest and value in the evolution of the world Council. 


After this meeting the Committee of 25 met also at Bossey in order to 
discuss the main theme of the Hvanston Assembly. The report of this Committee 
for Evanston will be published a few months before the Assembly, E.P.S.Geneva 


eet 


HUNGARY Protestant Contribution to Evanston Preparations 


The Hungarian Ecumenical Commission has sent to the World Council of 
Churches a number of studies on the themes of the Second Assembly, to be held 
next year in Evanston, This contribution by the Protestant Churches of Hungary 
was accompanied by a message signed by Bishop L, Veto, President of the Lutheran 
Church, and bishop A, Bereczky, President of the Reformed Church of Hungary. 


"Wie have noted with gratitude", it says, "that the céntral theme of 
the Assembly and the subsidiary themes are all of an ecumenical character, They 
are themes which should be studied by all the Churches in every part of the 
world. We pray that the answers to these questions may likewise be ecumenisal 
as regards both the central message and the practical application of Christian 
faith and hope, We pray that even at those moments when our unity is displayed 
in the discussion of ecumenical themes that unity may be strengthened in propor- 
tion as we all grow together in Christ Who is our Head... 


"There is a relation between the unity of the Church and the unity of 
the world, between the division of the Church and the rivings of the world. The 
more we study the mission of the Church seeking a better expression of our unity, 
our common message and our common obligations, the more we shall bring an 
element of healing into the life of the nations with one another, The letter 
sent to the United Nations by the Central Committee of the World Council in 
Lucknow was to many Churches in various parts of the world a fresh encouragement 
to serve in the ecumenical movement, in order to avert further sufferings and 
contribute to the wellbeing of church members and of men of every nation.se.s 


"Out Churches remain in constant prayer and intercession for the success 
of the study conferences meeting this summer in Bossey; they pray for the pre- 
parations, and they pray that the study work of the Churches in general and the 
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exposition of their views may bring a constructive element to the Assembly, that 


the latter may usefully serve them..." E.P.S.Geneva 
FRANCE World's Student Christian Federation Meeting 


(Biévres):~ On August 1-3 the Officers of the World's Student Christ~ 
ian Federation (WSCF) met at Biévres under the chairmanship of the Rev. D.T. 
Niles, of Ceylon, Among the participants were representatives from Australia, 
Burma, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, India, the United States 
and West Africa. 


Many decisions were made at this meeting. It was decided that the Rev. 
Harry Daniel of India should as soon as possible pay a visit to the Korean 
students, Very encouraging reports were received on the preparation of a Leaders! 
Conference to be held at Bangkok, Thailand, in 1954, Plans were made for a 
series of meetings including a Theological Students Conference, a General Student 
Conference, an Executive Committee Session, and a Consultation of Missionary 
Strategy to be held in North America in the summer of 1954 in connection with 
the Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 


Particular attention was given to reports about development of the 

Student Christian Movement in Central America and the Caribbean area, Plans 
were approved for a Leadership Training Course to be held in Cuba from December 
al, 1953 to January 7, 1954, and for a Theological Students Conference bringing 
together representatives of the Seminary in Argentina and Brazil, the first one 
of its kind to take place in Latin America, to be held towards the end of July 
1954, in South Brazil with a participation of a number of theological leaders 
from various parts of the world, ; 


It was recognised that the time had come to look particularly at what 
was called the Pastoral Dimension of our programme, That is to say, the way in 
which Christian thinking and action in the realms of doctrine, university pro- 
blems, social and political responsibility affect the personal life of the 
student and imply not only a theoretical approach to intellectual considerations, © 
but also a pastoral responsibility to persons. At the present time an inter- 
national meeting of Christian students is being held in Finland which gives 
attention to those problems of pastoral care, 


The meeting gave careful attention to a report about a consuktation 
held in Vienna, Austria, in June 1953, between representatives of the WSCF and 
the International Union of Students (IUS), headquarters of which are in Prague, 
and which brings together among other groups most national union of students in 
Communist countries, This meeting had considered questions concerning world 
_ peace, student relief and responsibilities toward the University. Among other 
recommendations, it proposed the organisation by the WSCF and the IUS of a 
student conference on Peace to be held in 1954 and at a later stage, a similar 
conversation on matters concerning the university. The Officers of the WSCF re- 
Cognised that these conversations have opened the possibility of another some- 
what enlarged meeting with IUS on the theme of peace, The WSCF should accept 
this opportunity, seeking to bring about a bilateral consultation of the WSCF 
with the IUS, and some coopted representatives from other interested organisa- 
tions and with a agenda based on the recommendations of the Vienna communiqué, 
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As stated in the General Committee minutes: "It is a matter of 
Christian witness always to be ready to speak to those who ask us to do so. 
Especially in present conditions conversation with an organisation which repre- 
sents primarily students in Communist-controlled areas is a real way of keeping 
the door open between the hostile parts of the world, while repressing it would 
in some ways contribute to building up the Iron Curtain, Further, while the 
possibility of such a meeting should be looked at realistically, as Christians 
we should always be open to possibilities of the Grace of God working through 
us in ways we could not reasonably expect," 

With regard to the possible place of such conversations in the general 
political situation, we intend to maintain human contact in obedience to our 
command to witness, regardless of the favouraoleness of the "timing" of such 
contacts, The permanent obligation laid on us by Jesus Christ and the universal 


character of the WSCF make such considerations subordinate, B.P.eGeneva 
GERMANY Message of the 1953 Kirchentag 


At the closing ceremony of the fifth German Evangelical Kirchentag, 
in Hamburg, the secretary-general, Pastor Giesen, read out the "Message of the 
1953 Kirchentag", summing up the findings of the study groups and intended as 
guidance to Protestant Christians in both East and West, 


"Here at the climax of the Kirchentag, which was brought us Protestant 
Christians together from all parts of Germany, we glorify God's mercy. He 
shamed our little faith and strengthened our confidence before ever our work 
began. The oneness cf Protestant Christians in Germany has been demonstrated to 
us afresh. The Word of God has spoken to us so clearly that we could not hearken 
to any outside voice, although the events in the East lay only a few weeks behind 
us and the Federal elections were looming in the West. We came here with .very 
widely-varying fears and hopes: yet notwithstanding we found a common basis 
for our decisions. What brought us together was the realisation that we have 
one Lord, Who is our Shepherd, and one enemy. To praise the Lord together was 
more important to us than to define the enemy to one another, 


"We realised too that Christians live their faith in the world. God 
strengthens the weary and despairing, Parents and children belong together. 
They are linked to one another. God wills it so, Parents bear their part of 
responsibility for what their children undergo at school and in their profes- 
sional training, 


"Our life side by side with our neighbours is poisoned if we do not 
realise that Christ died for all men, For that reason, we must never spurn our 
fellow-man as representing outside interests or following an enemy ideology. 

We must seek out the way to reach him in the love of Christ, without at the same 
time glossing over the truth. And that is true of relations to other nations 
likewise. 


"God does not desire that we should do as we please with money. Pro- 
perty always contain an obligation to serve our neighbour. 


ear, 
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"In industry, Christians should stand up for the weak and work for 
justice, 


"God has not bestowed on us field and farm, hamlet and home in order 
that our hearts should be absorbed by possessions alone. Our homeless fellow- 
men have a claim on our self-denial, and so have all those who do not live, but 
only lodge, 


"In our great cities the pastor no longer does his counselling and 
visiting alone. This need cries aloud for living parishes, with active members 
- both men, and women, and young people. 


"In everything to which God calls us, He calls us together, as a brother- 
hood of Jesus Christ. Let us hold fast to and follow after that brotherhood, 
for then God's message to it will strike home. The Christians have a future. 
We go back with a good courage to our parishes in the East and in the West, 


because God is waiting for us there," E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN World Congress on Evangelism 
The World Congress on Hivangelism under Youth for Christ «- closed on 


August 15 but plans are going forward for local evangelistic campaigns through- 
out Japan during the next weeks, Altogether about 1,000 persons attended the 
Congress held at the Tokyo Kaikan: 121 delegates from the U.S. and Canada, 250 
representatives from 30 countries in the world, plus missionaries and Japanese 
made up the group which gathered to promote a mass evangelistic movement, During 
the Congress, mass and local area meetings were held. Representatives from the 
national and local Japanese government appeared and presented greetings to the 


Congress, E,.P.2.Geneva 
SWITZERLAND International Congress for Toleration 


The International Congress for Toleration, commemorating the quadri- 
genary of the burning of Servetus (1553) and the publication of Castellion's 
"Treaties on Heretics! (1554), met in Geneva from August 21 to 23 under the 
auspices of the International Servetus-Castellion Committee, the International 
Association for Liberal Christianity and Religious Freedom (IARF), and the Swiss 
Union for Liberal Christianity. 


Among the speakers were Mr, Percival F, Brundage, of New York, Chair- 
man of the IARF, Prof, L.d. van Holk, of Leyden University, Prof, L.E, Halkin, 
of liége, and Pastor A, Bouvier, of Geneva. They dealt in turn with "The Concept 
of Toleration," "Toleration and Christianity", and "Going Beyond Toleration." 
Two ceremonies took place before the restored memorial to Castellion, at St. 
Martin du Fresne, France, and the expiatory monument to Servetus, in Geneva, A 
reception was held by the authorities of the canton and city of Geneya. The 
Congress was attended by participants from various countries of Eyrope and 
America, — B.P.SsGeneva « 


~ 


No. 35 - August 28, 1953 ~6- 257 
SWEDEN ; Visit from Russian Baptists 


Four Russian Baptists from the Soviet Union and five representatives 
of British and American Friends have been staying in Sweden for ten days as 
guests of Swedish Quakers. 


"In company with six Swedish Friends", writes "The Friend" (August 14, 
1953), "they have visited schools, farms, co- -operatives, industrial plans, aria 
other places of interest in Sega The meetings have been private and inform- 
al, and their purpose has been to seek, under the guidance of God, and ina 
spirit of Christian fellowship, for greater mutual understanding. There have 
been frank and friendly discussions about the tension between East and West, 
and consideration has been given to certain practical tasks by which Christians 
in Russia and the West can co-operate together in the cause of true peace for 
mankind, | 


"The participants agreed to report in their own countries on the cordial 
sense of purpose and concern which characterised the conversations, and to dis- 
cuss further the measures needed to achieve the common aim of lasting peace in 


the world," - E.P.S. Geneva 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS First Missionaries for United Service 


The United Church of Christ in the Philippines has commissioned its 
first missionaries for united service on August 30, in Manila. ‘The Rev, and 
Mrs. Jorge Quismundo have been commissioned for work in Indonesia, and the Rev. 
and Mrs, Jose D, Estcye have gone to Thailand, 


in writing about this event, church officials eel "This is indeed 
a red-letter day in the history of hare ane on in the Bands. While 
other Filipinos have worked abroad, possibly with some Philippine support, this 


is the first time official representatives have been sent out," E.P.S. Geneva 
CANADA Church Summer Camps 


The Department of Uhristian Education of the Canadian Council of 
Churches estimates that 600 summer camps are being held this season, under the 
auspices of member Churches and provincial Councils of Christian Education, 


Children, young people, adults, and family groups are included in the 
Church's summer camping programme. Missionary giving of boys and girls in many 
of these camps will provide a summer camp experience for refugee children in the 
city of Trieste, a project sponsored by the Canadian Council of Churches and the 
World Council of Churches, Over 1100 Church Vacation Schools are being conduct- 
ed during the summer, The 5000 leaders enroll an estimated 80,000 children. Their 
missionary and service project is the support of an orphanage in Florence operat-— 
ed by the Waldensian Church, another project recommended by the World Council of 
Churches and the Canadian Council of Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 


NOTE: During the annual summer recess special issues of EPS will only be publish- 
ed as news of exceptional importance requires, until the full resumption 
on October lst. 
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UNITED STATES N.C.G. Letter to U.N. General Assembly 


A letter to members of the United States delegation to the Eighth General 
Assembly of the United Nations, was approved by the General Board of the Nation- 
al Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.S., at its regula-meeting, September 
16, 1953, and has been transmitted to members of the delegation. It is signed 
by Bishop William C, Martin, President of the NCC; Mrs, Douglas Horton, Chairman, 
Department of International Justice and Goodwill: Walter W, Van Kirch, Executive 
Director, Department of International Justice and Goodwill, 


"As the Eighth session of the General Assembly gets under way, the Nation- 
al Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. assures you and your colleagues 
of the United States delegation of undiminished and persistent support of the 
United Nations and the principles for which it stands... We believe that our 
government should regard the United Nations not only as a vehicle of co-operation 
but as an instrument of mutual criticism and restraint through which the power of 
our nation and other nations may be transformed into morally responsible policy... 


Peace in Korea:~ The NCC supported the action of the United Nations in resist- 
ing aggression in Korea, We are grateful to God that hostilities have come to 

an end, But we are sobered by the grave problems which await solution. Now that 
an armistice has been signed it is our confident expectation that the United 
States will co-operate with other members of the United Nations in the effort to 
establish, by peaceful means, a united and independent Korea... Negotiations 
toward this end should be carried forward within the framework of the United 
Nations, 


he atm of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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Universal Reduction of Armaments:— We believe our country should continue to 
strive for agreement respecting the international reduction and regulation of 
armaments, including atomic weapons. We recognise that, pending the acceptance 
by all nations of a trustworthy system by which all military weapons are subject 
‘to international agreement or placed under international control, it is necessary 
that the United States maintain an adequate level of military strength. Our re- 
cognition of this fact, however, does not mean that we are ignorant of, or in- 
different to, the dire consequences that may befall our own and other nations un- 
less the present accelerated race in armaments can be checked, The failure of 
the great powers in the United Nations, thus far, to agree on any measure of dis- 
armament should not be allowed to stop new and persistent efforts to achieve this 
end. On the contrary, we believe it is urgent that the United States and other 
free nations make another bold attempt to break the disarmament impasse, 


Technical Assistance:~ The Christian community around the world sees great pro- 
Mise in the United Nations programme of technical assistance... There is ample 
evidence that when administered by the United Nations, technical assistance can 
‘reinforce the efforts of the free world to establish the conditions of peace, We 
regret deeply that the United States, having encouraged the United Nations to 
move forward on this front has now by Congressional action, limited its participa- 
tion in such a manner as to curtail drastically the future operations of this 
‘programme. We refer specifically to the fact that whereas President Eisenhower h 
had requested an appropriation of $13,750,000 for UN Technical Assistance the 
Congress appropriated only $9,500,000 for this purpose. We hope the U.S. delega- 
tion will be enabled to assure the United Nations that it is the intention of our 
government to co-operate in multi-lateral technical assistance on a scale com- 
mensurate with our resources and the concern of our people, The National Council 
of Churches is undertaking to bring this matter to the attention of the appro- 
priate Congressional committees. 


Human Rights:- The adoption by the General Assembly (1948) of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights was an event of historic significance. Besides the 
world confirmation of general rights long a part of our American heritage, this 
Declaration includes the first international statement upon the freedom of re- 
ligion. We hope the United Nations will continue its efforts to translate this 
Declaration into Covenants on Human Rights and that it will have the full support 
of our government, We regret that our government opposes ‘at this time! the 
adoption of such Covenants, fhe suggested ‘new approach! to development of ‘a 
human rights conscience! all over the world is to be commended... We support the 
proposal that each member state prepare and submit to the United Nations a report 
dealing with domestic observance of human rights..<. 


Refugees - Relief - Rahabilitation:~ The refugee problem, tragic enough in it- 
self, is contributing to the ‘World-wide unrest by which the peace and security of 
our own and other nations are threatened, This problem should be dealt with on a 
global basis by the United Nations. We would welcome the creation c# internation- 
al machinery to deal with this world issue on a world level... 


"Now that hostilities have ceased in Korea the United Nations will be required 
to carry forward a programme of reconstruction in that stricken country, Wherever 
possible the efforts of the United States in this respect should be correlated 
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with the operations of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency, Just as 
there was a United Nations Command in the task of resisting aggression so should 
there be a united effort in the task of reconstruction. The free nations should 
demonstrate that their zeal for rebuilding Korea is even greater than was their 
zeal in resisting aggression, 


"We believe that facilities for the personal and social upbuilding of the 
900,000 Arab refugees should be adequately provided for and that financial re- 
sources sufficient to carry forward a programme of resettlement and reintegration 
‘Should be made available. We believe, with Secretary of State Dulles, that ‘some 
of these refugees could be settled in the area presently controlled by Israel', 
The recommendation previously made by the United Nations in this respect should 
be reaffirmed, 


Jervsalem:- ,.. Our government, in the past, has supported the recommendation 

of the General Assembly for the internationalisation of Jerusalem, we believe 

the great majority of the people of our Churches would like to see this recommenda- 
tion put into effect..." E.P.S.Geneva 


GREECE Archbishop Thanks Churches 


With material aid and messages of concern for the Greek earthquake victims 
still coming in from Christian Churches throughout the world, the World Council 
of Churches received a letter of gratitude and thankfulness from the Archbishop 
of Athens, Primate of the Church of Greece, Written in Greek, the letter, 
addressed to the Churches, through the World Council of Churches, says: 


"The immediate help sent through the World Council of Churches was used at 
once, according to the wishes of the donors for the relief of the earthquake 
victims. I would like to express feelings of deep gratitude on behalf of the 
Church of Greece for the immediate and truly Christian help the Christian Churches 
sent us at this crucial time, 


"The catastrophe is so great that it justified this appeal which is being 
sent through you for further emergency relief in order that the destituta victims 
who are completely ruined may be assisted and for the organisation of a pro- 
gramme for admini‘stering material and spiritual help, 


"The expression of love for the glory of Christ which the Christian 
Churches have manifested through Christian deeds, moves us profoundly and en-~ 
courages me to await further assistance for the relief of these unfortunate 


people, on whos: behalf I offer my heartfelt thanks," #.P.S,Geneva 
SPAIN | Basic Provisions of the New Concordat 
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Article 1 stipulates that "the Roman Catholic Apostolic Religion continues 
to be the only religion of the Spanish nation, " and Article 2 states that "the 
Spanish State recognises that the Catholic Church has the character of a perfect 
society, and guarantees to it the free and full exercise of its spiritual power 
and its jurisdiction," 


Article 24, subsection 4, declares that "in geneval,all sentences, decisions 
in administrative process, oad decrees issued by the ecclesiastical authorities 
in any matter within their juridction, shall have effect also in the civil order 
once they have been communicated to the proper State authorities, who shall 
furthermore lend the necessary assistance for their execution." 


As regards the teaching of the Catholic religion, Article 27, subsection l, 
states that the Spanish State "guarantees the teaching of the Catholic religion 
as a regular, obligatory subject in all teaching centres, whether they be of 
the State or not, of any kind or level, Children of non-Catholics shall be 
excused from anes instruction when their parents, or whoever acts in place of 
the parents, request it," 


On proceeding to the signature of the Concordat, the representatives of the 
contracting parties jointly issued the following statements, which are to form 
an eg the part of the Concordat: 


"In the national territory what is established in Article 6 of the Spanish 
Bill of Rights (Fuero de los Espanoles)" (stipulating that "no-one shall be 
molested by reason of his or her religious beliefs") ‘shall continue in force. 
With respect to the tolerance of non-Catholic faiths in territories of Spanish 
sovereignty in Africa, the status quo observed up to now shall continue in 
effect," 


Adjuncts © and D of the statement relating to Article 23 delcare that "in 
the recognition of mixed marriages between Catholics and non-Catholics, the 
State shall harmonise its legislation with Canon Law, In the juridical regula- 
tion of marriage for non-baptised persons, no impediments shall be established 


contrary to natural law,!! E.P.S,Geneva 
GERMANY Protestant-Catholic Co-operation in the Use of 
Church Buildings 


An agreement has been reached between the Provincial Office of the Bvangel- 
ical Lutheran Church of Hanover and the Roman Catholic Vicariates-General in 
Hildesheim and Osnabriick, governing the granting of mutual concessions as regards 
the use of churches and church premises for worship ceremonies. Among the pro- 
visions laid down are the following: 


No proceedings amounting to a re-consecration of the altar shall take place. 
The worship of the guest congregations shall be so arranged as regards the hour 
at which it takes place that the worship of the permanent congregations shall 
not be in any way hindered, The right to ring the church bells shall pertain 
only to the parish owing the church itself; this shall not, however, in such 
places as ringing is already regularly carried on, prevent hae practice from 
continuing, At burials bell-ringing shall be mutually permitted, Use of the 
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organ shall be permitted if desired, The church shall not be available for 
the celebration of mixed marriages between the two confessions, The holding 
of early Mass daily by the Catholic priest is authorised in principle by the 
Evangelical Provincial Office, but decisions in this respect remain the pre- 
rogative of individual incumbents and their elders. 


The exchange of chalices, patens and other sacramentalia is not provided 
for; the host church is, however, willing for the altar with its cross, candles, 
etc., to be used for services, and for the necessary sacred objects to be placed 
thereon, The pulpit and lectern shall also be at disposal, The setting-up of 
confessionals, images and the like shall be performed at the stated times, upon 


agreement with the host church, E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY international Old-Catholic Congress 


The sixteenth International Old Catholic Congress met recently in Munich, 
attended by members of the Old Catholic Churches of Germany, Austria, Holland, 
Switzerland, Yugoslavia and the United States, and by representatives of the 
Anglican Churches of Great Britain and the United States and of the Greek and 
Russian Orthodox Churches, 


The proceedings were inaugurated by solemn services of worship, The Con- 
gress, which was preceded by a study conference of theologians, discussed the 
question of intercommunion among those Churches belonging to the World Council 
of Churches, and provided a special opportunity for laymen to give their views 
on the subject, "The living parish in the light of Bible study, church doctrine 
and prayer,'! 


In speaking on the theme "The Ecumenical Movement and the Old Catholic 
Churches", Archbishop A, Rinkel of Utrecht pointed out that the problem of 
intercommunion is still the most perplexing one for inter~church relationships, 
In connection with the treatment of this subject at the Lund Conference on 
Faith and Order, he declared that the Old Catholics eannot welcome the movement 
towards ‘open communion! because they believe full communion to be the goal of 
unity and not a way towards it. The whole question of the nature of the Church 
is involved here; therefore he welcomed the deep concern expressed by Lund 
delegates of various confessions to consider the Church as the Body of Christ 
in a more than metaphorical sense, | 


On the closing evening, delegates heard the Protestant Episcopal Bishop of 

' Minnesota, Stephen Keeler, declare that the primary concern of the Church mst 
always be that of evangelising those who are outside its life,.preaching the 
Good News. Representing the World Council of Churches were the Rev, Ray Maxwell, 
Dr J. Robert Nelson, Dr Js Tomkins, and Pastor Wilhelm Menn, 


The speakers at the big public meeting organised in connection with the 
Congress included, in addition to delegates from Old Catholic, Anglican and 
Orthodox Churches, Dr Meiser, Evangelical Bishop of Bavaria, and representatives 
of the Bavarian Ministry of religious affairs, of the World Council of Churches 
and of the Lutheran Church of Sweden. The next Congress is to be held in 
Switzerland. : #.P.S.Geneva 


oe. 
; 
' 
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SiwWITZERLAND Prof, Brunner's Reasons for Going to Japan 


The celebrated Swiss theologian, Prof, Emil Brunner, in the beginning of 
September left Zurich, where he has hitherto worked, for Tokyo, in response to 
an invitation to teach at the newly-founded International Christian Univers- 
ity there, Asked by his friends why he was thus turning his back on hiw onw 
country, Prof. Brunner stated just before leaving: 


"In February of last year I received a letter from the Principal of the 
International Christian University in Tokyo informing me that the University 


' Council had unanimously resolved to press me to work there for some years as 


Professor of Christian Ethics and Philosophy, The reason given was that during 
the coming decades Japan will have a far-reaching influence on the destiny of 


Asia, and that therefore it is of the utmost importance for the world to know 


in what spirit this influence will be exercised, The International Christian 
University has been founded with a view to making a decisive contribution to- 
wards providing Christian leadership for Japan, 


"To those friends who cannot understand how anyone can leave his own Univers- 
ity and pulpit to begin afresh in a distant foreign land, I would mention that 
there is an even graver shortage of theological teachers in Japan than there is 
in Switzerland; after forty years service in the Church of Zurich, and after 
my fifty-ninth term as a professor at Zurich University, it is really my own 
affair if I wish to spend a few of the last years God will give me on the 
missionary v%attlefront, Only one thing matters - to bring to Christ in the Far 
East a host of disciples as humerous, and above all as strong and obedient in 
the faith, as can possibly be achieved, How far we shall succeed is in His 
hands alone, But I would ask all those who have the spreading of the Kingdom 
of God and the Lordship of Christ at heart to support us with their interces- 


sion," #.P.S,Geneva 
JAPAN — Protest Against Shrine Worship 


According to Religious News Service (New York), Dr Michio Kozaki, Moderator 
of the United Church of Christ in Japan, protested to the Ministry of Education 
on the planned participation of the Japan Parent-Teachers Association in cere- 
monies at the Ise Shrine in December, 


At its general meeting the PTA decided to take part in so-called Removal 
Ceremonies during which the location of the Ise Shrine will be slightly changed 
in line with Shinto purification beliefs, This ceremony is held once in every 
twenty years. 


Dr Kozaki's protest stated that the participation of a public educational 
association, such as the PTA, in such a ceremony would contravene the constitut- 
ional guarantee of the separation of the State and religion, 


The Education Ministry replied that the matter would be investigated and if 
participation were found to be illegal it would be forbidden, B.P.S.Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA Churches on Race Relations 


The Federal Mission Council of the Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa 
has called a preliminary conference of leaders of all the European (i.e, White) 
Churches in South Africa, to be held in Pretoria on November 17-19, This con- 
ference will take the form of an agenda-meeting in preparation for a large 
multi-racial conference to be convened by the Dutch Reformed Churches next 
year, on the implication of race relations and race problems in South Africa 


for the Kingdom of God in this country, Be P.S-Geneva 
THE NETHERLANDS Youth Leaders' Conference Convened by Princess 
Wilhelmina 


The Youth Leaders! Conference convened by Princess Wilhelmina of the Nether- 
lands took place at the palace of Het Loo, Appeldoorn, on September 8 and 9 (see 
EPS No. 31), Twenty-five representatives of Christian youth work in the 
Buropean countries and in the world Christian Youth Organisations attended, 

' In her opening speech, Princess Wilhelmina spoke of her pleasure at having re~ 
ceived a message of good wishes from the Executive Committee of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, She quoted replies from church leaders in Europe to whom she 
had written urging greater unity and solidarity on the basis of Christian 
brotherhood and love, 


After two days! discussion on Christian responsibility in relation to Hurope- 
an unity, on united action among Christians and on Christian responsibility for 
human relations within industry, the delegates prepared a statement, urging 
more ecumenical action on the local level, especially in Christian service to 
those in need. It also urged those responsible for Christian youth work in the 
various European countries to come together at least once a year for fellowship 
and discussion of common problems, 


Her Royal Highness attended all the main sessions of the Conference. 


H.P.S,Geneva 
UNITED STATES Drive for Recognisition of Orthodox Church 


A drive to gain State and national recognition of the Orthodox Church as 
one of America's major faiths along with Protestantism, Roman Catholicism and 
Judaism has been launched by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, 


Announcement of the drive was made by Archbishop Michael of New York, head 
of the archdiocese, during sessions of the third national conference of Greek 
Orthodox Youth of America, attended by 500 delegates, The young people decided, 
as "one cf our major pursuits", to work with their local church communities to 
gain this recognition from theit State legislatures, Archbishop Michael said 
_ the aim of the drivewas to get individual state recognition and then seek Con- 
gressional approval. He said three States ~ New York, Wisconsin and Massa- 
chusetts = had passed laws recognising the Orthodox Church as a major faith. 


"Here in this country", Archbishop Michael said, "the Eastern Orthodox Church 
has 5,000,000 adherents, It has 250,000,000 adherents all over the world," 
E.P.o.Geneva 
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FRANCE The Worker-Priests 

The action of the worker~priests in France is being followed in many coun- 
tries with profound interest, For some years now these priests have been 
fighting to bring the Christian message to the factory, the slum, the port and 
the shipyard, They are a kind of missionary priest in the modern life of the 
industrial centres. 


Contradictory tales have been going about concerning the recent measures 
taken by the Catholic authorities in regard to these priets. 'Témoignage 
Chrétien", a well-informed weekly, im its issue of September 27 gives the facts 
on which the Press accounts are based: 


"What are the data of which the papers availed themselves? There is the 
statement by Cardinal Saliége, already several months old, dealing with 
matters of doctrine and attitude, There is the letter from Cardinal Pizzardo, 
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries, a confidential document 
published by "La Voix de Notre-Dame de Chartres'| of limited range since its 
essential object is to forbid seminarists to serve a period in factories, and 
not to touch on the question of worker~priests at all, There is the decision 
to postpone the reopening of the Seminary off the Mission de France, where the 
worker-priests are trained, 


"Taking as a starting-point these three facts of very varying importance, 


-people have, of course, found it an easy step to supposing that the question 


of the worker-priests was up for study again, If the only genuine facts were 
the ones the Press has been using, there would be little ground for agitation. 


"Other factors do, however, enter in, and sensibly aggravate the situation, 


"All the instructors at the Seminary of the Mission de France seem to have 
been sent back to their dioceses in order to be assigned new posts. 


"The terms of reference of the Mission de France are alleged to be about 
to undergo very substantial modification. It may be worth noting that the 
highest religious authorities in France are studying this question, and were 
recently supposed to be about to propose a new set of statutes, 


"Finally, the Papal Nuncio has had discussions with a considerable number 
of religious leaders, and is said to have asked them to recall to their re- 
ligious houses or dioceses the worker-priests under their aurhority. 


"We should add that the next meeting of the Cardinals and Archbishops of 
France, at which there could be a general examination of all the questions 
raised, is not due until the middle of October," E.P.S,Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Dr Gavert Appointed to World Council Post 


Dr Samuel McOrea Cavert, general secretary of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. since its formation in 1950, will become 
chief executive in the United States of the World Council of Churches next 
‘February. He will at the same time become the executive secretary of the USA 
Conference for the World Council of Churches. 


The National Council's General Board cleared the way for Dr Cavert's 
acceptance of the dual posts of executive secretary in the United States for the 
Wortd Council and executive secretary of the United States Conference for the 


World Coun¢il of Churches by approving his application for voluntary retirement 
on February lst. 


Prior to becoming general secretary of the National Council, Dr Cavert 
had served its predecessor, the Federal Council of Churches, in a similar 
Gapacity for 29 years. He also was an outstanding leader among American church- 


men who helped form the World Council of Churches in 1948. E.P.S,Geneva 
SOUTH APRICA Visitors from International Missionary Council 


_ Dx Norman Goodall and the Rev, Eric Nielsen, both secretaries of the 
International Missionary Council, are visiting Southern Africa during September 
and October, There are two aspects of this important visit: 1) the visitors 
Come to complete stage 3 of a survey throughout Africa of the training and main- 
‘Genance of the indigenous ministry; and 2) they come bringing fraternal greet- 
ings from the I.M.C. to whom they will subsequently report much in the same way 
as Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
‘paid an official visit in 1951 and reported to his main committee. E.P.S.Geneva 


he 


aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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GREAT BRITAIN Statement by the Archbishop of Canterbury about 
the Primate of Poland 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has issued the following statement about 
the deposition of Cardinal Wyszanki, Primate of Poland: 


'The news that Cardinal Wyszanki, Primate of Poland, has been ‘removed | 
from his post! and confined to a monastery is the latest of the many wounds in- : 
flicted upon Christian Churches by Communist Governments, Christians every~ : 
where will be grieved and distressed that the arbitrary power of an atheist 
government should thus attempt to stifle and disrupt the life of the national 
Church of Poland, All lovers of freedom will be shocked to see this fresh 
denial of the rights of open charge and fair trial which are. a part of a civil- 
ised order of society. 


"This action is the climax of attacks which the Polish Government has 
been making for a long time past. Wherever the Christian Church exists, it is 
or ought to be by virtue of its faith in God the defender of the true liberties 
and religious freedoms which are part of God's gifts to men, It has not al- 
ways been alert to its duty: it is not always wise in doing it. There is al- 
ways liable to be friction between the proper rights of the State and the 
proper duty of the Church. But in these days, and in many parts of the world, 
the State is claiming for Caesar things which belong not to it but to God: 
and men are being deprived of their true liberties and Christians are being 
persecuted for their faith, The prayers cf all Christians in Britain will go 
out to all who thus suffer, and particularly at this moment to the Cardinal 


and his faithful people in their hour of trial." . ELP.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Roman Catholic Comment on Martin Luther Film 


The motion picture "Martin Luther" which has been prepared with the help: 
of competent lutheran scholars is now being shown in many American cities and 
draws large audiences. According to "The Catholic News", it has received a 
separate classification in the Roman Catholic Legion of Decency List, 


The Legion made the following observation: "This picture offers a 
Sympathetic and approving representation of the life and the times of Martin 
Luther, the 16th century figure of religious controversy, It contains theo- 
logical and historical references and interpretations which are aR ape aaa 
to Roman Catholics," 


While the "Catholic News" limited its report to this brief statement, 
a spokesman for the Legion of Decency explained, avcording to the "New York 
Herald Tribune", that the separate classification of the Luther film "did not 
mean that Catholics were barred from seeing it.'' He added that the special 
Category in which the Luther film has been listed is reserved for films which 
are "not necessarily morally offensive" to Catholics, but "require, for their 


proper interpretation, specialised training." Bf. P,S,Geneva 
JAPAN Memorandum Concerning the Problem of the Military Bases 


The Commission on Social Problems of the National Christian Council of 
Japan declares: 


i 
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"We are deeply grateful for friendship and sympathy that have been ex- 

| pressed by the people and government of America since the end of the war towards 
Japan in the period of rehabilitation and reconstruction, 

| "It is a matter of regret, however, that at this time when Japan has 

| again set out upon her career as an independent nation, it is necessary for her, 

because of the international situation, to rely upon the sympathy of a nation 

| overseas in order to maintain her security as a peaceful country. 


"Under such conditions it is very likely that anti-American feeling will 
| be aroused or that there will be agitation on the part of those who wish to 
| turn this situation to account so that circumstances will be created which will 
‘throw a deep shadow over America~Japan relations to the great regret and anxiety 
| of Japanese Christians, In view of such a situation it is our earnest hope 
that the number of military bases and manoeuvre grounds will be kept to a mini- 
mum, The criticism cannot be avoided that the establishment of such bases will 
create certain difficult problems in connection with the livelihood of the 
people residing near the bases, and will result in the establishment of many 
undesirable places which lead to moral degradation, and will also interfere 
with the wholesome education of children. 


| We keenly feel our responsibility to provide a wholesome environment 
and uplifting fellowship for the American servicemen who have to fulfil their 

military duty far from their homes, We have therefore considered it necessary 

| to set up ‘Friendship Homes' near the military bases which will provide a home- 

| like atmosphere and which will also contribute to the spiritual and cultural 

| needs of the men. As a first experiment we have opened such a Christian Service 

Wen's Centre in the city of Kure, Realising its importance we are planning to 

| establish similar centres in other places as soon as possible. It is our earn- 

| est desire that the authorities both in Japan and in America will deal with 

| these problems in connection with the military establishments and will co- 

| operate with us in our prayer and programme." B.P,o Geneva 


Death of Dr Geza Soos 


The news has just reached us of the death of Dr Geza Soos in. an auto- 

| mobile accident in America, As an able Hungarian lawyer Dr Boos was one of the 
| devoted leaders of "Soli Deo Gloria", the former student movement of the Re- 

| formed Church in Hungary. Leaving Hungary after the war he trained as a theo- 
| logical student in Geneva and was ordained by the Church of Geneva, later he 

| served on-the staff of the Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches 
| in Germany for several years, before going to the United States to begin a 


| promising career in the church life of that country. E.P.S.Geneva 
| AUSTRIA WCC Representative in Austria Goes to Korea 


The representative of the World Council of Churches in Austria, Mr. 
J.B, Atkinson, is leaving that country, after more than five years! work there, 
_in the beginning of October to help with service to refugees in Korea, The 
Protestant Relief Agency in Austria organised a farewell evening in Vienna on 
September 29, at which representatives of the Protestant, Old Catholic, Method- 
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ist and Baptist Churches, the Protestant Refugee Relief Organisation and the 
Protestant parishes, as well as the United Nations Refugee Commissioner, Dr 
Beermann, expressed the warmest gratitude for the help he had given and his 
intuitive understanding of the particular circumstances prevailing in Austria. 


"At a time whem former methods of carrying on inter-State relationships 
were failing", said one speaker; "the Churches belonging to the world Council 
sought to build bridges from nation to nation, across lands and oceans, They 
brought help where hunger and distress and homelessness were crying for it, 
_and by so doing they pointed the way to a new age, War-ravaged Korea too cries 
for such help, and Mr. Atkinson takes with him from his work in Austria a 


wealth of experience for this task," B.P.S.Geneva 
AUSTRIA Stamps for Rebvilding Protestant School 


On October 30 are to appear the five Austrian stamps approved as a 
special issue by the Federal Government of Austria for the reconstruction of 
| the Protestant School in the Karlsplatz in Vienna. The supplement on these 
| five stamps is earmarked for rebuilding, The images they bear are to include 
a picture of Austria's oldest Protestant schoolhouse, in Styria, of Johannes 
Kepler, the most celebrated teacher in the Protestant schools of Austria 
| during the Reformation, and the open Luther Bible of 1534, 


In connection with this scheme, an international philatelic exhibition 
| entitled “Gospel and Stamp" is to be arranged in the showrooms of the Austrian 
| State Printing-House. Dr E, Kolb, of the Federal Cabinet, Dr Franz Jonas, 
Burgomaster of Vienna, and the Lutheran Superintendent of Vienna have agreed 


| to be honorary patrons, E.P.S.Geneva 
| GERMANY Jubilee Congress of Protestant Workers! International 
ep tear te mr ER RY a RE A UT OT a aS OES a NR LA ce ee AE A eT ASSN TO ee PST NS SIE A RE i eR SE 


The Protestant Workers‘. International on October 2 Opened its silver- 

| jubilee congress in Diisseldorf with a meeting chaired by its President, Dr M, 
Ruppert, of Utrecht. This demonstrated the preparation of the Christian social 
idea all over the world. Representatives of various European countries brought 
| greetings, and messages from Canada, Indonesia and New Guinea were read out, 


The speakers vigowvously stressed that the preaching of the Gospel mst 
_be followed by Christian social action, The meeting was a proof of the Inter~ 
national's missionary efforts, and of its desire to help man in his place of 

| &mployment and to remould society by means of a Christian social order, 


"Massification and its Combating" was the theme discussed at the first 
Study meeting. It was pointed out that what was nesded today was not further 
develling and equalisation, but integration and the construction of viable 
Communities. Among the steps necessary for this were, for instance, the 
'buttressing of personal property and the co~responsibility of workers in fact- 
ories, The big-scale planning and organisation (labour and social laws, care 
of the aged) indispensable in a technical age must be supported by recovered 
responsibility in the family and the Church, Considerable formative work was 
also demanded, to be carried on much more vigorously than heretofore by the 
trade unions, It was only through the Christian conception of man before God 
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that a possible way out offered itself from the process of equalisation by 
means of mass production, advertisement, fashion, propaganda and officialdon. 
The Protestant faith could not be content with generalisations: it must play 
a concrete part in the moulding of life as a’whole. The Congress paid homage 
to the old watchword of the Protestant workers! movement - 'Help people to 
help themselves!,' E.P.S,Geneva 


Beginning of Term at the Ecumenical Institute 


(Bossey):~ Twenty-five students from Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Holland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Sweden and the United States are attending the - 
second semester of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, near 
Geneva, which was opened on October 1. The School, which was established a 
year ago by the World Council of Churches, in co-ordination with the Univers- 
ity of Geneva's Faculty of Theology, and forming part of the Ecumenical Insti- 
tute, is led by Prof, Hendrik Kraemer, 


Prof. Kraemer in his opening address described the School's task as the 
fostering of understanding of the general course of events in the Church of 
Christ and of the true nature of ecumenical aims, which found, he said, their 
ultimate expression in willingness to be genuine disciples of Christ in the 
separated Churches, The goal must be to fulfil the great conception of the 
Church as the Divine guardian, and thereby to convince men of its worthiness 
to be believed, 


Prof, J, Courvoisier welcomed the staff and pupils of the School in 

the name of the University of Geneva, The’ staff in this second semester con- 
sists of theologians from various Churches of America and Europe. They are to 
deal with the following subjects: Christ and the Church, Political Ethics, 
Evangelism and Missions. Study of two main denominations or groups of denomina- 
tions: a) Anglicanism, b) the Free Churches; Pastoral Care: Comparative 
Liturgics; Trends of Thought in contemporary Christianity; the World Council 


of Churches: history, structure and function: Bible Study, E.P3S.Geneva 
SPAIN 39th Synodal Assembly of the Spanish Evangelical 
Church 


From September 23 to 27 there met in Madrid the 39th Synodal Assembly. 
of the Spanish Evangelical Church. In his annual report, Pastor Gutiérrez 
Marin, Chairman of the Permanent Commission, emphasised that the attitude of 
the authorities to the Protestant minority in Spain had scarcely altered. 
Several places of worship were still closed, particularly in Saragossa, Lerida 
and Badajoz, although representations had been made to the authorities on a 
number of occasions requesting permission to hold services there, A petition 
in June to the Minister of Justice asking that he recognise the right of those 
not professing the Catholic faith to contract civil marriage had so far re- 
mained unanswered (see EPS No, 32). Pastor Marin further expressed regret that 

Spanish citizens were still losing their employment as a result of assering 
their allegiance to the Evangelical Church, 


The Secretary of the Permanent Commission, Pastor Benjamin Heras, 
Stressed the need for the Spanish Evangelical Church to recruit and train in 
years to come an adequate number of young pastors to cope with the task facing 
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Church, He also stressed the effort which needed to be made in Spain to 
stimulate generosity among the members of Protestant communities, 


The Synodal Assembly studied and commented upon the draft Confession 
of Faith submitted to it for the second time, to be gone over once more by a 
special commission before its final adoption, 


Several Churches in Mee countries had asked to be represented at this 
meeting. Among the delegates was Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the Pro- 
testant Federation of France and one of the Presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, He conveyed to the Spanish Evangelical Church the very cordial greet- 
ings of all the other member-Churches of the World Council. The Council was 
also represented by Pastor Dominique Micheli, ' 


On September 27, Pastor Boegner preached at the morning service in the 
Church of the Saviour in Madrid, taking as his text St, Paul's words to the 
Philippians, "For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake," ' E.P,S, Geneva 


Death of Prince Oscar Bernadotte of Sweden 


Prince Oscar Bernadotte of Sweden naa died at the age of 93, and in 
him Swedish Christians have lost one of their most outstanding leaders. As a 
boy he was much influenced by his piousmmether, Queen Sophia, and later on, as 
a young officer, he came into contact with Lord Radstock's revivalist movement, 


In 1892 Prince Bernadotte became president of the Swedish Y.M.C.A., a 
position which he held for more than fifty years. Influenced by the Keswick 
Conference, he started in Sweden a similiar type of Christian gathering, the 
so-called "Sodertalje-Konferenserna," He was also for many years a promoter 
of Christian work among the armed forces, and was specially concerned with 
ecumenical and interconfessional work, Dr John R, Mott and his fellow-country- 
man Dr Carl Fries were among his best friends. His strong Christian character 
and his clear and simple way of preaching made him loved and respected by 


Christians of all social classes. 4 E.P.S.Geneva 
BELGIUM The Belgian Protestant Churches Move Towards Unity 


A conference was recently pated by the Federation of Belgian Protestant 
Churches at Amougies, attended by pastors and evangelists from the various 
Churches. The following statement was subsequently issued: 


"The conference, noting the unity of faith which has inspired the deli- 
berations of its members, expresses its grief at the present piecemeal division 
of our Churches in Belgium, and is convinced that this situation corresponds 
neither to the will of God nor to the true ecclesiastical position of the 
present time, but forms an obstacle to the evangelisation of our country, 


"In consequence, its members (1) thank the Federation for the work of 
co-ordination so far achieved; (2) require that it bestir the submission of 
concrete proposals to forthcoming synods and conferences; (3) request that it 


No, 37 - October 9, 1953 dl he 272 


inform the various pastors and councils in good time concerning the proposals 
it desires to submit to the various synods and conferences; (4) recommend to 
its particular attention the suggestion to propose the meeting of the various 
synods and conferences at the same place and date, in order that after their: 
separate deliberations there may be a plenary meeting of representatives of the 
Church of Christ in Belgium which may be able to prepare the work to be done 
together and the work of unifying the Churches; (5) undertake to strive per- 
sonally with ali their might for the achievement of these aims," E.P.S.Geneva 


Inter-Church Aid Consultation 


(Geneva):~ "It is illusory, and even morally indefensible, for the 

Churches to press for co-operation among the nations in the interests of world 

peace without themselves being committed to an adequate world strategy of 
Emergency Inter-Church Aid and Relief," This frank statement was perhaps the 

_key-note sounded on the opening day of the annual three-day consultation of the 

Department of Inter--Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva, October 5-8, Christian men and women representing 29 dif- 

ferent countries and territories were on hand to hear Dr Robert C, Mackie, 
director of the Department, deliver his comprehensive report. 


The attendance as well as the discussions emphasised the "extra-European" 
aspect that this phase of WCC activity is taking, There were representatives 
from Indonesia, Australia, India, Lebanon, New Zealand, Syria, Hong Kong, South 
America, Canada and Turkey as well as from most European countries and the U.S.A. 
“A large panel of photographs on display dramatically pointed up the increasing 
stress on a World strategy of ecumenical aid, 


Dr Mackie, in his report, set forth briefly three main objectives which 
demonstrate what the Department of ICA/SR seeks to do, These are: 1) to pro- 
vide information about the needs of the Churches, and to draw special attention 
to emergency situations; 2) to provide a basis of co-ordinating the funds which 
are given or received, and, where desirable or essential, to arrange for co- 
Operative action; 3) to provide a pattern of world strategy and to seek to 
Widen the interests of the Churches. 


fhe Director followed his description of the objectives with three con- 
Sequences which he sees in departmental effort, First is the first-class opport- 
unity for ecumenical service and education, Second, a practical experience of 
Christian fellowship between Churches, And third, an effective Christian wit- 
ness. In speaking of the world-scope of the work, Dr Mackie said, "while the 
impact of our action may seem as yet almost negligible in Asia, it is at least 
&@ beginning of a world strategy, Nothing will bring more reality into this 
attempt than the participation of a steadily-increasing number of Churches 
according to their ability. If every Church represented here', he challenged, 
twere to promise some contribution, no matter how large or how small, to the 
Overwhelming emergency needs of Korea, the psychological effect of such combined 
action would be incalculable," B.P.o.Geneva 
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Preview of Evanston /Ecumenical Rev.5 


GREAT BRITAIN - : oe The Churches and the New Town 


‘ 


a 
to problems beyond the scope of blue-prints; if the new towns are to succeed in 
their purpose, the development of a communal life must go hand in hand with the 
ork of material planning, An agreement has been reached between all church 
authorities of England on the one hand and local planning and industrial bodies 
on the other, showing the importance attached by the Churches to their part in 
establishing a sense of community in the New Towns, 

q , Thus in Crawley New Town, the Church of England, the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Free Churches have agreed to give all the help in their power to- 
wards the building up of the community life. This agreement has been achieved 
after full consultation between the Bishop of Chichester, the Roman Catholic 
3ishop of Southwark, and Free Church representatives, and does not touch questions 
of doctrine and worship. Joint approaches have been made to the Crawley Industrial 
sroup, and the Crawley and District Trades Council, as well as the Development 
forporation, In each case the reception of the representatives of the Churches 
las most cordial. | | | ) 


ha Joint Committee of the Churches had drawn up an agreed programme of 


© next seven years, with an estimate of the amount of money which each Church 
11 need from all sources, The Management Committee of the Crawley Industrial 
up has issued a statement to all members of the Group, commending the plan of 
‘Joint Committee "to co-operate in a united effort to meet the material and 
i-material needs of the pecple of the New Town", and has promised full moral 
ort. Regarding financial help, this statement, which has been approved and 


yr 
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adopted by the Group, includes the following sentence: "Although employers are 
perfectly free to contribute at their discretion, the Management Committee suggest 
as a guiding principle that a sum equal to two shillings per employee per annum 

is a reasonable basis," 


A banking account has been opened under the title "Crawley New Town 
Churches Joint Account"; and the necessary steps are being taken to deal with 
amounts contributed through a Joint Committee of the Churches, The sums allocat- 
ed by this Committee in accordancee with the agreed requirements will of course 
be administered independently by each denomination in promoting the spiritual and 


_ social welfare of the Community through its own activities, .P.S.Geneva_ 
NEW ZEALAND Between Lund and Evanston 


At the annual meeting of the National Council of Churches in Wellington 
there were representatives of all the constituent Churches. 


Approval was given to the circulation for study of the official replies 
by the National Council of Churches! constituent bodies to questions concerning 
Faith and Order which were sent to the Churches two years ago. It is hoped that 
publication of these answers, together with related material from earlier discus-— 
sions in New Zealand on these problems and from the recent world Faith and Order 
Conference at Lund, may lead to a 1954 New Zealand Conference of some 60 church 
leaders, to consider in what directions further progress can be made towards 


fuller understanding among the Churches. 


The other main part of the NCC's study plan confidently expects the 
very wide-spread use, in 1954, of a popularly written pamphlet called "Evanston 
Studies", By means of this, many thousands will be able to learn about the seven 
subjects which will be discussed during the Second Assembly of the World Council 


of Churches to be held next year at Evanston, B.P.S,. Geneva 
UNITED STATES National Study Conference on Churches and World 
Order 


The Fourth National Study Conference on the Churches and World Order 
will be held at Cleveland, Ohio, October 27-30, under the auspices of the Depart- 
ment of International Justice and Goodwill of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The conference will study major foreign policy issues facing the United 
States today and review the position and strategy of the Churches on these issues 
in the light of the Christian faith, The 850 delegates will be official appointees 
of member communions of the National Council and its related units; other ecumen- 
ical organisations such as the YMCA, YWCA, United Student Christian Council and 
Councils of Churches, 


Five study commissions are at work preparing the background documents 


for the Cleveland Conference: (1) The Christian Faith and international Respons-~ 


ibility (this is the title of the general paper as well as the theme of the Con- 
ference), the Rt Rev. Angus Dun, chairman, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of 
Washington D.C.; (2) The United States and the United Nations, Mrs Edith Sampson, 
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chairman, Chicago attorney and a former U.S. delegate to the United Nations; 

(3) The United States and Foreign Economic Policy, Prof, Willard L, Thorp, chair- 
man, former Assistant Secretary of State for fconomic Affairs; (4) The United 
States and the Underdeveloped Areas, Dr Emory Ross, chairman, former head of the 
Africa Committee of the National Council's Division of Foreign Missions; (5) The 
United States and Collective Security, Dr Frank P, Graham, chairman, United Nations 
representative in India and Pakistan. 


A set of material representing ten pamphlets had been compiled for 
delegates and others who wish to study the topics to be dealt with at Cleveland, 
‘It is available from the Department of International Justice and Goodwill, Nation- 

al Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, 


In calling the Conference, Bishop William C, Martin, President of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. said: 


"In the past turbulent decade the United States has been thrust into a 
position of world leadership. Our country has become the most powerful nation in 
the free world, This power carries with it great responsibility. In a world of 
threatened tyranny, of rising nationalism, and of unrest in the less developed 
areas, the power of a great nation like ours must be exercised with restraint and 
humility to avoid appeasement on one side and total war on the Other. «6 


"It is precisely in these difficult and anxious times that the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. must speak and speak clearly. With one accord the Pro- 
testant and Orthodox Churches of this country have affirmed the mutual dependence 
of all nations and peoples under a God who is sovereign, What does this central 
affirmation mean in an hour like this? What can the Churches say to the people? . 
What insights can the Churches give to those who make decisions that affect mil- 


lions of persons throughout the world? .., ! E.P.S.Geneva 
-EGYPY , Religious Groups Get Construction Permits 


(Cairo):- Requests for erecting non-Moslem places of worship frequent- 
ly have been ignored in the past. But now the Kgyptian Minister of the Interior 
has ordered that permits be granted to the various Christian groups in provincial 
towns and to the Jewish Community Council in Alexandria to build places of worship 
for their communities, 


As a result of the new order three Coptic Urthodox Churches at Kafr 
el-Sheikh and Mit Bishar in the Nile Delta and at Port Fuad on the Suez Canal will 
Yise; further a Coptic Catholic church at Luxor in Upper Egypt, and a Roman 
Catholic church and convent in Kafr-el-Zayat in the Nile Delta will be erected. 

In addition, two half-completed churches — one Coptic and one Protestant - whose 


permits had been revoked will be finished. E.P.o.Geneva 
FIJI ISLANDS _ Legislative Council Opened with Praye 


(Suva):- According to Religious News Service (New York) the Crown Col- 
ony's Legislative Council was opened with prayer for the first time in its history 
When Governor Sir Konald Garvey asked divine guidance for the 37th session of the 
Assembly. | 
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Sir Ronald said he had decided upon the prayer innovation "because IL 
believe it fitting to seek divine blessing for the deliberations of a body whose 
actions may so vitally affect the lives of our entire community,."' His action 
was commended by Pandit Kishnu Deo, senior Indian member of the Council and him- 
self a Hindu priest, 


The 136,000 native Fijians in the islands are largely Methodists, 
while the 149,000 Indians are predominantly Hindus or Moslems, Some 8,000 
Europeans and 7,000 persons of mixed, or part-Huropean, blood complete the po- 
pulation. B.P.S.Geneva 


BURMA Evangelistic Opportunities 


"Opportunities for Christian witnessing were never greater than now", 
writes our correspondent in Burma. This was the considered opinion of Christian 
leaders from many parts of Burma as they met recently at Rangoon for the annual 
meeting of the Burma Christian Council, 


Two things distinguished this meeting from others held since the end 
of the war. In the first place, there were many more national Christiars present, 
and secondly, much more time than usual was devoted for studying the evangelistic 
task of the Church in the face of changing conditions. 


"Throughout the deliberations there was a marked spirit of optimism and 
confidence, One of the Methodist missionaries from Upper Burma expressed the 
feeling of many when he said during the closing session: ‘Comparing the things 
said and done in the annual meeting to the things we said and did in the meet- 
ings six or seven years ago, I would say that our self-consciousness has at Last 
given way to self-confidence in Christ'..." 


Christians are learning more about the religion of their neighbours 
and are being driven more deeply to the essentials of their own, The Church of 
Burma need not fear being swallowed up in the present-day resurgence of Buddhism 
as long as Christ is her head and all of the members are aware of their unity in 
one body, 


There are other encouraging signs. "While it is true that the whole 
country is being stirred by the revival of Buddhism, this means for some that 
they are beginnimg to think seriously about religion for the first time in their 
lives... To be ‘sure, such people are not crowding into Christian churches, for 
quite obvious reasons, but they are in a mood to inquire. 


"The Bible Society reports that more Bibles and Scripture. portions 
have been sold. since 1948 than for any other similar period. Although street 
preaching is mot practicable today, evangelists find that people buy their tracts 
and are ready to discuss them earnestly. No longer does one find strong person- 
al resistance to the friendly word spoken for Christ, On the train, on the boat, 


in the tea smop and in their homes people seem glad to hear the story of God's 
love..,!! E.P.S.Geneva 
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Preview of Evanston 


The latest issue of the world Council of Churches quarterly "The 
Ecumenical Review" 6ixth year, No. 1, 1953- 4) deals chiefly with the Second 
Assembly of the World Council, to be held in August of next year in Evanston, USA. 


The articles are based on the work done during the summer meetings of 
the preparatory commissions and provide thereforean excellens introduction to 
the reports and surveys on the main theme and the other themes which will be 
issued later on. Without seeking to anticipate the pronouncements of the 
Churches represented at Evanston thereupon, the contributors make clear the re- 
actions which have been manifested by the Churches of various countries through 
their experts working on the preliminary discussions. The writers and book- 
reviewers are from the United States, Switzerland, Great Britain, Vonmark, 
Germany, Finland and the Netherlands, Paul S. Minear describes the work of the 
Advisory Commission on the main theme of the Assembly, Charactcrising the three 
meetings of the commission since 1951 he states that the first was polemical, 
the second critical, the third constructive, Prof, K.E. Skydsgaard reports on 
the first full. meeting of the Working Committee of Faith and Order. 


The next five sections bring a survey of the work on the following 
themes: a Responsible Society, Christianity's fight for a world community of 
nations, evangelism, the race problem and the vocation of the laity. 
In the "Ecumenical Chronicle" the publication deals with practical situations 
and prospects in Korea in relation to the United Nations, the ecumenical legacy 
in the spnere of international problems, international law, international order, 
human rights, etc, Jn its general survey it gives the essential content of the 
work done so far by the preparatory commissions for Evanston, and thus offers 
the newcomer to the subject an explanation of what the 1954 Assembly of the 


World Council stands for, E.P.S.Geneva 
POLAND Problems of the svangelical Reformed Church 


The World Council of Churches has just received a report from Poland 
giving the following information on the Synod held by the ivangelical Reformed 
Church last June cine tnis at which 122 delegates were present, 


In a report on "the problems of the Evangelical Reformed Church at a 
time of great social transformations," Senior Pastor J, Niewieczersal stated 
that "despite the dark days through which the Church passed during the recent 
war, and the heavy losses it sustained, it escaped annihilation thanks to its 
inner unity, Alive to the tremendous Bona changes which have taken place in 

the world and in our country, the tvangelical Reformed Church has not shown it- 
self indifferent to them... Thus the report sketches the position of the Church 
as regards peace, labour, the place of women in the life of the Church ana of 
society, and other problems of contemporary life." 


In his report, the vhairman of the Consistory declared that the Con- 
sistory had during the previous year sought to ensure pastoral care for the 
parishes and the diaspora, It had made a great effort to enable the Church to 
“continue onwards and upwards, The successful accomplishment of this task had in 


No. 38 - October 16, 1953 -6— | 278 


great measure been due to the understanding of the Church's situation shown by 
the World Presbyterian Alliance and the World Council of Churches. 


As to the spiritual situation of the Church, the time was now near 
when international affairs would gain an increased stability and the Church 
would be able to intensify its co-operation with the other Protestant Churches. 
A contribution towards this end had already been made by the visit received from 


Prof, Hromadka, of Prague. B.P.S.Geneva 
GER: ANY "Greetings from the Church at Home" 


A number of German prisoners of war, including several pastors, recent- 
ly returned to Germany from the U.S.S.R. A message of welcome, entitled "Greet- 
ings from the Church at Home!'!, was conveyed to them from the Evangelical Church, 
With an introduction by the Bishop of Berlin, Dr Dibelius, writing in his capacity 
as Chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


"The Evangelical Church", writes Dr Dibelius, "has been thinking year 
out, year in of the prisoners in foreign lands, It has sought to keep in touch 
with them. It has advocated their cause wherever the opportunity arose. And 
now, therefore, it is grateful that the leaders of the Government have, together 
with the authorities of the Soviet Union, opened the gate for them to come home. 
But above all it thanks God that its prayers have been heard and that it is 
able to stretch forth its hand to you in warm and cordial welcome." 


"The realisation that we had the prayers and help of those at home gave 
us strength to endure the years of imprisonment," said Pastor Martin Waltemath, 
who was returning home to Hagen after ten years’ captivity. ‘Our remembrance 
goes out to those who are still held in Russian camps." He reports that up to 
1949 services used to be held in nearly all the camps, and that even in prison 
cells there was opportunity for devotions, In the beginning of 1951, however, 
permission to hold services was withdrawn altogether, 


Among the repatriates are three Protestant pastors who used to work 
in East Prussia, Stettin and Potsdam respectively. They too declared that since 
1949 no services had been allowed in the camps, but that here and there prison- 


ers had still gathered insmall groups to hear the word of God. B.P.o.Geneva 
| GERMANY "Politics must not lack Christian Charity" 


The Chairman of the Council of the Ev.ngelical Church in Germany, 
Bishop Dibelius, preached in the Luther Church in Bonn for the opening of the | 
new Federal Parliament, Taking as his text St, Paul's admonition to the Corinth- 
ians, "... and have not love", the Bishop said that the tension in the public 
affairs of today between the need for objectivity and the longing for humanity 
must be taken seriously by the newly-elected deputies, But a “human! policy, 
iee. a policy based on Christian charity, was possible only if they bore in 
mind the proclamation, "Ecce Homo". E.P.S.Geneva 
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Inter-Church Aid Consultation on World Needs 


(Geneva):~ A lively discussion of the effect of the new United States 
refugee legislation was the highlight of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service. to Refugees! annual consultation in Geneva (see EPS No. 37). Nearly a 
hundred church workers not only from Hurope but from other parts of the world 
attended the four-day meeting. 


The ramification of the United States Refugee Relief Act of 1953 were 
described by Roland Elliott, Director of Immigration Servives for Church World 
Service, department of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
"J have been assured by the Administrator of the Act that voluntary agencies 
such as the World Council of Churches and Church World Service have an indis- 
pensable role to play in the execution of this bill", he said, "They will be 
essential in providing assurances for new immigrants and in providing sound plans 
for local resettlement." 


Dr Edgar Chandler, head of the World Council's Service to Refugees, 
emphasised that the World Council is strategically placed for the effective im- 
plementation of the project. he said, "We already have offices and experienced 
personnel in each of the areas specifically named in the legislation. In several 
countries such as Greece, Turkey and Iran, we are the only major agency carrying 
on resettlement activities at the present time, while in Hong Kong, because of 
the unusual proportions of Orthodox believers among eas refugees, we un- 
doubtedly will have a major responsibility." 


In his address to the Consultation on Korea, Sir Arthur Rucker, Agent 
General of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency, called on the Depart- 
ment of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees to help in the spiritual re- 
construction of that war-torn country. At the same time he pledged the full co- 
operation of UNKRA in assisting the voluntary agencies in their work among re- 
fugees there. "We have about two million dollars", he said, "in our budget to 
strengthen and implement the work of the voluntary agencies. JI am happy to re- 
port that liaison work in the field is iuproving every day between UNKRA and 
these agencies," 


One of the high points of the Consultation was the task of the Hev. 
Reginald Helfferich, Executive Secretary of the Commission on World Service of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church, U.S.A. Dr Helfferich, on his last part of 
a five-month tour, had some interesting comments about the acute need he observed 
throughout the world on his trip. "The need for inter-church aid and help tor 
refugees", he said, "on a world scale was never greater than it is today." In 
an interview with a member of the Department of Inter-Church Aid he said, "Even 
after my intimate knowledge cf the post-war situation in Western Europe where I 
work, I am forced to the conclusion that the need for the work of this Department 
was never greater, And without any feeling of pessimism or despair, I believe 
that need will continue for many years to come, because of the positive impact 
of the work of this Department upon human need the world over." 


When asked if he recognised a growing consciousness of the Department's 
outreach in Asia, Dr Helfferich answered: "There was a sense of almost new hope 
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at least of joy, when these representatives of the various national Councils 
and Churches received direct greetings through me from this Department of the 
World Council of Churches. It is not just the Americans, the British, the 
Canadians, the New Zealanders and the Australians, but the Body of Christ, the 
whole Church that expresses its concern, that gets across to the people. It is 
the togetherness,!! 


Gifts to the work among refugees in the Near East totalled nearly two 
million dollars last year, according to S.A. Morrison, who for the past two 
years has been executive secretary of the Near East Christian Council Committee 
for Refugees. Mr. Morrison, in his address pointed out that this figure includ- 
ed material aid, the value of services rendered and cash, He reported that the 
greatest contribution of Christian agencies in that area consisted of their 
leadership in social work, the rehousing of refugees, travel and individual 
loans. 


The Consultation also heard reports on Latin American resettlement 
operations by Andrew Mouravieff, WCC resettlement chief for South America; the 
work of the Ecumenical Committee on the Yugoslavian Protestant denominations, 
read by Senior Szabo Zoltan; report on Czechoslovakia by Bishop J, Chabada of 
the Slovak Evangelical Church; refugee work in Hong Kong by Nurse H, Wilson; 
missionary work of the Lutheran World Federation by Dr Paul Empie, Executive 
Director of the National Lutheran Council (USA) and Reuben Baetz of the Luther- 
an World Service in Geneva; work in Italy by Pastor G, Comba; work in Germany 
by Dr Christian Berg; Old Catholics by Bishop A. Kiiry of Switzerland; and the 
work of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees by staff 


members, E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN "Friends of Reuzxion" on Prospects of Reunion 


; The question of episcopacy was the theme of this year's annual Confe-_ 
rence of the Friends of Reunion, held at Ridley Hall, Cambridge, early in October, 


Some seventy persons, drawn from nine denominations, were present, in- 
cluding one person each from the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches, the Church 
of South India and the Episcopal Church of Scotland. In the absence of Dr Oliver 
Tomkins, who was prevented from attending by ill-health, Dr R.D. Whitehorn, of 
Westminster College, Cambridge, presided. Professor Whitehorn also deputised 
for Dr Oliver Tomkins as the speaker at the last session on the present situation 
in Church union in this country. 


In spite of much that was disturbing and disheartening, a careful review 
of recent tendencies gave a general picture that was not without hope, said Dr 
Whitehorn. He summarised the attitudes of the various Churches to the "Church 
Relations in England" Report, which he thought were marked by "caution all round". 
He felt that the resumed consideration of the Church of England's attitude to the 
Church of South India, due in 1955, would be "quite crucial" for the relations of 
the Church of England with the Free Churches, The conversations, probably to 
begin this winter, between the Church of England and the Church of Scotland would 
probably affect not only the two Churches concerned, but also the Anglican com- 
munion as a whole, and the Churches of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 

E.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN On the Forthcoming Bible Campaign 


In his address to the Convocation of York on October 14, 1953 the Arch- 
bishop of York, Dr C.F, Garbett, stated: : 


"In the next twelve months a nation-wide attempt will be made to én- 

. courage the regular reading and study of the Bible, The special occasion for 
this is the hundred and fiftieth birthday of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society... We shall also join with other Churches and denominations in thanking, 
God for the work which has been done by the Society, and in praying that His 
blessing may rest on it in the. years to come, 


"Since the Reformation the Church of England has used the Bible as the 
test of all teaching claimed to be necessary for eternal salvation, for instruc- 


tion in the Christian faith, and as its chief source of public and private 
devotion, et 5 


"For four centuries the Bible in the English tongue has been read morn- 
ing and evening on Sundays to congregations who thus became familiar with its 
contents. Both learned and unlearned knew and reverenced it as the inspired 
Word of God. For long it was the one book certain to be found in every house, 
from castle to cottage. Its narratives and teaching were familiar to all, and 
many of its verses were known by heart, Its language made its way into common 
speech, Jt is difficult to exaggerate the influence which this familiarity with 
the Bible had on the ideals and character of the English-speaking peoples... 


"It should therefore be a matter of grave concern that in the twentieth 
century the Bible is an unknown book to large numbers of our fellow countrymen,...'! 
E.P.5.Geneva 
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European YWCA Leaders in Consultation 


A consultation, bringing together the senior leaders of National YWCAs 
in thirteen European countries as well as visitors from the United States, Asia 
and the Caribbean area, took place at Blonay, near Vevey (Switzerland), in the 
‘second week of October, This meeting, which was called by the World's YWCA, 
provided an opportunity for national representatives from countries as distant 
and as different from one another as Finland and Greece, Italy and Great Britain 
to exchange information about their work and examine the contemporary task of 
_the YWCA as a Christian movement of women and girls. 


The delegates heard background addresses on "Europe in the World of 
Today", by Mr Colin Bell of the Friends International Centre, Geneva, "The 
Challenge of Communism to Young People by Pastor Georges Casalis of Strasbourg, 
"Voluntary Organisations in the Welfare State" by Miss Eileen Younghusband of 
London. These brought into relief some of the social, economic and political 
factors which are shaping the Suropean scene and compelling a movement now near- 
ly one hundred years old in some countries of Europe to re-study its programme 
and methods, 


In informal sessions the delegates discussed their own imnediately 
urgent problems: The ecumenical task of the YWCA; Relations with Church Youth 
Movements in with the YMCA; The recruiting and training of Leaders; The 
Strengthening of mutual service as a two-way process of giving and receiving 
between associations across the world; The responsibilities of a Christian 
women's movement in face of social needs and international tensions. This ex- 
change of views was marked by great frankness and readiness to admit failures 
as well as recording successes, As the meeting proceeded, the conviction grew 
among all those present that the Suropean YwCAs have a contributicn to make in 
their respective countries and to the total Christian task on condition that 
they are prepared, when necessary, to discard outworn methods and experiment 
along new lines, The need for a more positive approach to youth, a more dynamic 
presentation of the Christian message, for renewed efforts to create living 
Christian communities, was seen as the challenge of the present time, not mere- 
ly to the YWCAs of Europe but to the world movement of which they are a part. 

. E.P.S.Geneva 


Unity in Missionary Operation 


The October issue of the "International Review of Missions", published 
by the International Missionary Council, reflects a good deal of the pressure © 
for new experiment in missionary methods which is characteristic of our day. 
This new way of missionary work expresses itself in terms of international, 
interdenominational, interracial teams, writes R. Pierce Beaver, Ph.D. in one 
of the articles of the review, 


"The passing decades", he says, "have +itnessed the rise of increasing- 
ly numerous and effective forms of joint ministry.., Effective instruments for 
fellowship, consultation, study and a considerable degree of action have been 
created in the national Christian councils and the national or regional mission- 
ary conferences, No other body equals the degree of co-operation, either 
denominational or functional, represented in the structure of fellowship and 
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ministry of which the International Missionary Council is the apex. It is 
generally agrced, moreover, that the ecumenical movement is the child of foreign 
missions..." | | 


Stressing the urgent necessity that the mission "demonstrate that it 
belongs to Him in whom there is 'neither Jew nor Greek!", the author asks 
whether teams like those set up by the United Nations and other international 
agencies could not be set up also by the mission. "Are the sons of this world 
to be wiser in this generation than the sons of light?" asks Mr. Beaver, ‘The 
United Nations technical assistance, health and educational teams put mission- 
aries to shame by the way in which they overcome those barriers which keep 
Christians from uniting in the most fruitful ministry. These international, 
interdenominational and interracial teams proposed by the author, "would mani- 
fest the supranational and supraracial nature of Christianity as well as the 
spiritual unity of the Church in Christ." They should represent both older and 
younger Churches and "should not be employed in the maintenance of established 
work, but should form a task-force assigned to new frontiers - geographical, 
social, economic and ideological." These teams would also in part “answer the 
demand of Christian young people who are asking for an ecumenical missionary 
agency under which to serve," . Be P.o.Geneva 


The European Evangelical Alliance and the Fate of 
: - Baptists in Czechoslovakia 


The uropean Evangelical Alliance which brings together the Evangelical 
Alliances from many European countries, and which has recently held a conference 
in Western Germany attended by five to six thousand people, has sent a letter 
to the Minister of Justice in Czechoslovakia concerning the emprisonement of 
four Baptist leaders in that eountry (see EPS No. 34). (The Executive Committee 
of the World Council cf Churches had already taken similar action in August). 


We quote from this statement: "We are all interested in rebuilding con- 
fidence between peoples and governments in our countries, and we feel certain 
that Czechoslovakia desires the same. But such action as the sentence upon the 
four Czechoslovakian Baptist leaders because of their correspondence and fellow- 
ship with their spiritual brethren in other countries, and because of receiving 
humanitarian relief from abroad - an act which Was surely not hitherto consider- 
ed dangerous to the safety of any country - have shocked the millions of 
Baptists and Christians in many nations, 


"Czechoslovakia has been known for its fine and strong sense of fair 
play and justice. Until otherwise proven to the world, we fear that the four 
Baptist leaders have become the harmless victims and scapegoats of political 
animosities in the unfortunate tension between East and West and of false accu- 
sations. When a public court passes such sentences upon the leaders of a 
Christian denomination which always has been known for its strong insistence 
upon seperation of Church and State and has been a free Church, and which 
nationally is of quite insignificant numbers in Czechoslovakia, then we fear 
that it has been done unjustly. We believe that only the direct intervention 
and action of the national Minister of Justice can set it right, and for that 
we plead," K.P.S.Geneva 


4 


‘ 
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European Youth Leaders Consultation 


A European Youth Leaders Consultation took place October 13-16 at 
Beenins s/Gland (Switzerland). It was the seventh of this kind convened by . 
the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. 


The forty delegates reviewed their common task, The necessity of a 
closer co-operation among Church Youth Councils in Europe was strongly felt, 
and the desire was expressed for a special European Secretary to work alongside 
the Youth Department and the National Youth Councils for a renewal of youth 


' work in the light of the theme of the next Assembly of the World Council: 


"Christ, the Hope of the World." 


On the inter-church aid level, it was reported that the World Youth 
Projects Programme sponsored by the Department «a youth~to~youth scheme for 
developing and strengthening ecumenical youth work in different parts of the 
world, had received a very positive response, Youth in France, Austria, 
Belgium, Italy, Denmark have already underwritten projects in Asia or Africa. 


An exchange of views took place on the European Movement in the pre- 
sence of Dr Max Kohnstamm of the High Authority of the Coal and Steel Pool at 
luxembourg, R.P. Maurice Villain, a personal friend of the late Abbé Couturier, 
the initiator of the universal iie@& of Prayer for Unity, gave an address on 
the Roman Catholic world and the ecumenical movement. E.P.S,Ga&neva 


Démenti, of the world Council of Churches 
e 
Some newspapers have published a news-item according to which the plan 
to send balloons carrying bibles to East Germany and other Eastern European 
countries had been proposed by the World Council. of Churches. The General 
Secretariat of the World Council informs us that this is not the case and that 
it has never been consulted about this project, E.P.S.Geneva 


Iwenty Years of BP sb« ‘ 
The Ecumenical Press Service can now look back on twenty years of life. 
It was at a meeting of the Life and Work Movement in Novi Sad, Yugoslavia, in 
1933 that the Universal Christian. Council for Lifs and Work (which became later 
the World Council of Churches) resolved to try to publish an information bul- 
letin to provide news in English, French and German, on a world-wide basis, 
concerning the Christian Church's efforts for union, The founders of EPS 
originally intended that it should come out through collaboration with other 
Christian organisations, The associations which first sponsored EPS were the 
Universal Christian Council for Life and Work, the World Alliance of YMCAs, 
the World's YWCA, the World's Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance 
for International Friendship through the Churches, the World Conference on 
Faith and Order, the International Missionary Council, the Central European 
Office for Inter-Church Aid and the Society of Friends. The present sponsors 
ing organisations are the World Souncit of Gunrches, the International Mission- 
ary Council, the United Bible Societies, the World's Alliance of YMCAs, the 
World's YWCA, the World's SUF and the World Council of Christian Education. 
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The twenty years of experience which has been accumulated by the editors of 

EPS (Geneva representatives of these organisations) servestoday as the point 

of departure for the provision of ecumenical information now increasingly extend- 
ing to the various Churches of the world, 


During the war, EPS was one of the few papers serving to maintain con- 
tact between the Churches of the belligerent countries in Hast and West, 
&.P.o.Geneva 


"This is Life" 


This is the title of a booklet published by the World's Alliance of 
YMCAs and the World's YwCA for the 86th Annual Week of Prayer and World Fellow- 
ship, which is to be observed all over the world from November 8 to 14, 1953. 


"One of the most significant of recent developments among both YMCA and 
YWCA leaders and members", declared the introduction to this publication, is 
the renewed recognition of the place and power of prayer, and of the Bible, in 
the life of each of our Associations. The evidence comes at once from America, 
Asia and Australasia, Europe and Africa," 


The booklet, which also contains a "Bible Reading Plan" for 1954, is 
intended as "part of the preparation for the 1955 Centenary of the World's 
Alliance of the YMCA and of the founding of the first YWCA," 


The heads of the two organisations, Mrs. Lilace Reid Barnes and Dr J, 
Forrester-Paton, in their preface give the following answer to the question 
"What is Life?": 


"The modern defeatist is persuaded that life is a disaster and death - 
rather inconsistently - a major catastrophe. But those who saw the risen Christ 
were persuaded that life was worth living and that death is a triviality. They 
had discovered that life reaches beyond death, that Time and Eternity are one. 
Such a perspective lifts our lives above the level of frustration and futility, 
for - however great ox however humble may be the sphere of our service - we are 
called to be ‘workers together with God' in the fulfilment of His purposes for 
mankind. This is life indeed," | 


The seven days of the World Week of Prayer have seven watchwords; "I 
am Christ, the Méssiah," "I am the Bread of Life," "I am the Light of the 
World," "I am the Good Shepherd," "I am the Resurrection and the Life," "ZI am 
the Way, the Truth, the life," "I am the Vine, and ye are the Branches," and 
as a last addition "I -am the First. and the Last," 


These texts and the Bible readings for 1954 are preceded by a dialogue 
from the works of the well-known British writer Dorothy Sayers, which has been 


_ broadcast on numerous occasions by the BBC. E,P.S,Geneva 


, i 
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INDIA Unification of Ministries 
. Planed 


(Allahabad) :- Delegates from five communions negotiating for a North 
India Church merger have agreed - according to Religious News Service, New York - 
on a plan for the unification of the Anglican and non~Anglican ministries and 
episcopates,. 


The agreement was reached at the final meeting in Allahabad of the 
Negotiating Committee on Church Union in Northern India and Pakistan. The issue 
_ had delayed progress on the merger plan for nearly 18 months, 


; Delegates representing non-Anglican bodies accepted the "laying on of 
hands" as an act commissioning and authorising ministers of former "restricted! 
Churches to serve in the union body. It was said non-Anglicans had been assured 
that this procedure would not imply reordination, The Committee recommended 
that the proposed North India Church would comprise 25 dioceses each headed by 
a bishop. 


Denominations participating in the negotiations, with their respective 
memberships, are: United Church of Northern India ~- 410,000; Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon (Anglican) - 246,000; the Methodist Church in South- 
ern Asia ~ 450,000; British and Australian Methodist missionary societies - 
10,000; and Baptist bodies in North India - 80,000, 


. The work oi theologians and ecclesiologists is ended, Officials of 
_the various church bodies participating in the union negotiations now will take 
over the task and submit the Plan of Union to their respective Synods, Councils 


or Overseas Boards. B.PeSeGeneva 
INDIA Missions of Younger Churches 


In view of its coming fiftieth anniversary the National Missionary 
‘Society of India has issued a "Call to Prayer" for a Day of Prayer which was 
observed on October 11, 1953, 


"On Christmas Day 1955", the Call to Prayer states, "the Society will 
complete fifty years of its ministry in India. Hifty years ago the Spirit of 
God was stirring in a few Christians in various parts of India a sense of the 
obligation of the Church for evangelising India and the neighbouring lands. The 
NMS urges that evangelism should be the concern of the whole Church in India, 
and God has used it as His instrument to unite all Christians in this specific 
task of evangelism. ‘Mission and Unity! stressed strongly at the International 
Missionary Council meeting at Willingen in 1952, was sensed by the founders of 
the NUS as the need of the hour even forty years ago. 


"We praise the Lord for the new ecumenical outlook that is deepening 
among Christians everywhere, and while significant steps are being taken, as 
for example in the formation of the Church of South india, the NMS is continuing 
to unite varied church groups through its presentation to all the Churches in 
India of the Master's call to evangelistic witness and ACTLONe oe 


2 
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"As a Missionary Society the NMS's task is to foster the growth of wor- 
shipping and witnessing Churches in areas still unevangelised and pass on to 
other fields. So, two of its earliest fields have now been integrated with the 
diocese of Lahore, and so also congregations of one field after another have 
been earlier turned over to neighbouring church organisations, so that the NMS 
is ever eager to pioneer in new fields, and serve the Churches in India as their 


missionary agency... The NMS belongsto the whole Church..."  £.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN 7 Toleration in Religion 


In his speech to the Convocation of Canterbury on October 14, the Arche 
bishop of Canterbury (Dr Fisher) reviewed the Church's abvti tude to many aspects 
of international affairs, 


In his statement about Poland, reports "The Church Times" (October 15) 
the Archbishop indicated that 'when conflicts arose between a Church and the 
State, it did not follow that the Church was always, or entirely, right. If 
sometimes a Church might be in danger of surrendering too much to the State, it 
was also possible for a Church to resist unwisely or to claim too much, One 
could not, therefore, assume immediately that whenever an ecclesiastic was re- 
strained, he was free from blame, ara tn in the case of the Primate of Poland 
he believed that to be so. 


"Tt had to be NE ae that in past and present history a Church 
Claiming more than its due might try to advance the Kingdom of God by the em- 
ployment of political force, and by the denials of just liberties. He had been 
glad to receive from Roman Catholic friends expressions of appreciation of what 
he had said about Poland (see EPS No. 37). In honesty to them and to truth, he 
ought to say that there were oppressions and denials of just liberties which 
lay at the door of the Roman Catholic Church itself; and one must say that 
that Church had not yet learned the lesson that toleration between Christian 
bodies, while by no means the last word on their proper relations, was the first 


‘and essential word to those who would follow the teaching and spirit of Our 


Tord..." ' E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES United Church Women Meet 


(Atlantic City):- Three thousand church women attended the biennial 
assembly of the United Church Women during the second week of October at Atlantic 
City, N.J. Highlight of the assembly was an address by President Eisenhower 
who told : 


"We must make sure that all the world comprehends, in simplest terms, 
the paramount alternatives of our day. The first of these alternatives is a 


wasteful and devastating contest in the production of weapons of inconceivable > 


iy 
a 


power, The other alternative is a world ever advancing in peace and prosperity 
through the co-operative effort of its nations and peoples... 


"To strive faithfully for this peace - even as our science constantly 
develops new methods of mass destruction - imposes upon us a host of intricate 
labours, We and our friends in the free world must build, maintain and pay for 


“ 
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a military might assuring us reasonable safety from attack, From this position 
of secure confidence, we must seek to know and respond to the legitimate aspira- 
tions and hopes of all peoples. We must arrange trade systems that will provide 
each with the necessaries of life and opportunity for self-advancement. We must 
seek to understand and resolve age-old prejudices, ambitions and hatreds that 
scar great parts of the whole world. We must provide machinery and techniques 
to encourage that peaceful communication and mutual confidence which alone can 
finally lift the burden of arms from the backs of men... 


"There is... a clear and compelling answer to the question in the hearts 
of all of us: How can we better fit ourselves to be worthy of freedom, to guard 
its virtues, to enjoy its bounty?... This worthiness will come in the measure 
that we show ourselves truly convinced that the central facts of human life are 
human freedoa, human rights, human obligations - all expressing that human 
dignity which is a reflection of man's divine origin and destiny." 


President H.P. Van Dusen of Union Seminary, New York, focussing his 
remarks on the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which will be 
held at Evanston in 1954, pointed out that in spite of the great leadership 
which American Christianity has contributed to the development of the ecumenical 
movement Evanston is “our first opportunity as a nation to serve as host to the 
World Christian Movement," 


Emphasising the meaning of Evanston even for the great majority who 
will be unable to attend the Assembly itself, Dr Van Dusen said: 


"The forthcoming Assembly offers to the United Church Women of America 
an unprecedented and unsurpassed opportunity to lift before all the church- 
women of the nation the reality of co-operate Christianity, of ecumenical 
Christendom, and to claim their intelligent and active participation in it..." 


A feature of the meeting was a presentation, by Professor Mary Ely 
Lyman of Union Theological Seminary, New York, and Mrs. Douglas Horton, member 
of the General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. and former president of Wellesley College, of a survey on the status of 
women in the various denominations in the United States, The survey has been 
carried on in relation to the work of the World Council of Churches! Commission 
on life and Work of Women in the Church, of which Mrs. Lyman is a member, 


E.P.eS.Geneva . 
ICELAND | Death of the Bishop of Iceland 


The Bishop of Iceland, Dr Sigurgeir Sigurdsson, died on October 13 in 
Reykjavik, as the result of a heart attack, He was born in 1890, and became 
a pastor in Iceland in 1917, In 1925 he was awarded the degree of doctor of 
philosophy by an American university. He became a prost, or rural dean, in 
1927, and in 1938 was appointed Bishop of Iceland. In 1944 the degree of 
divinity honoris causa was conferred on him in New York, 


Bishop Sigurdsson will be remembered as a vigorous and enterprising 
leader of the Church. In addition, he was chairman of the committee dealing 
with the revision of the Icelandic Psalter. E.P.S.Geneva 
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. (Nairobi):~ Ein einen are playing an important role in an experiment- ee: 


7 al project initiated by the Kenya government to reclaim Kikuyu natives conta- ei 
_ minated by the teachings of the terrorist Mau Mau, report Religious News Service, 
, Mier York). i ian 


The project is being conducted in a camo 20 miles east of Mairobi 
where 1,500 Kikuyus suspected of being Mau Mau "fellow travellers" are kept 
under Nard in’nine’ SOnR En Rs each housing a. Er OUP of a different degree of 

‘Z "contamination," ; 


rp setting up the camp, the government established that its policy | 
would be one of using work programmes, religious education, and discipline in or 
an effort to overcome the Mau Mau influence, refit the camp occupants for a 
Life of orderly citizenship and train them ne teach their fellow tribesmen what Ag 
paid have learned, — | fyi ‘ E 


- Chave is a strong emphasis on the ‘religious aspects of the programme 
because the government has noted that, while Mau Mau violence is wreaked primar- 4 
_ ily upon Kikuyus who have accepted Christianity, religions has provided the ‘ 
tribe with its first real rallying point, And, in many areas, it has spear- 
headed their resistance o the Ge seal terrorism of the secret. society. 


| : iF 
@ eats addition, many of diiasé detained are among the : more educated of i ae 
s Kikuyus, able to speak and write English, and thus in a better position to Fara 


_ appreciate the Christian approach to matters affecting the welfare of Africans. _ ue 
_ Those who show an inclination to co-operate are enrolled in handicraft classes = = 
| under the instruction of ten Protestant native teachers, directed by a Roman ae 


Gatholic Sire hil and his assistant. > E.P,.S Geneva Ne 
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UNTTED STATES increase in Church Membership 


The 1953 Yearbook of American Churches, published by the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., gives interesting details on 
ecclesiastical statistics. 


Church membership in the USA has reached a record number of 92,277,129. 
Last year's gain was 3,604,124 or 4.1 per cent, Church membership gains for 
the year were two and a half times population gains - and twice as high as gains 
recorded for any single previous year. 


The number of local churches has reached 285,277, as compared with 
284,592 fox 1951. The number of clergymen having charges is 183,899, as against 
181,123 for 1951. 


Sunday School enrollments swelled to a total of 32,638,879 - a one-year 
gain of nearly two million, or a 6.4 per cent. 


Protestant and Roman Catholic church membership gains were virtually 
the same, as they have been for years past: 3.9 per cent Protestant, 3.5 Roman 
Catholic. 

The latest gains accent an upward trend covering the past fifty years. 
In 1900, 36 per cent of Americans belonged to a Church, In 1910 and 1920, 43 
per cent. In 1930, 47 per cent, In 1940, 49 per cent. In 1950, 57 per cent - 
with two percentage points added since, 


The over-all 1952 gain in church membership ~- twice that of the 
previous year - is partly attributed to greatly increased birth rates of the 
1940's, Other factors have been the wide-spread, systematic evangelistic pro- 
grammes carried out by the Churches and the generally felt need for guidance in 
times of international tension and upheaval. 


The nation's largest Christian church groups today are: 


Protestant 544229 963 
Roman Catholic 30, 253, 427 
Rastern Orthodox 249935103 . 
Old Catholic and Polish National Catholic 366,956 E.P.S Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN National Sunday School Union Celebrates its 
eae 150th Birthday 


From October 13 to 16, the National, Sunday School Union reached the 
climax of its 150th birthday celebrations, which was shared by hundreds of 
Sunday School teachers and workers from Great Britain and by a strong contingent 
from overseas (43 overseas and 155 provincial delegates). 


At a reception in the Guildhall, the Rt don, Florence Horsbrugh, C.B.E. 
M.P. Minister of Education, addressed the audience and said it would not be 
extravagant to say that the Sunday Schools were the psecursors of the present 
State schools, It was not merely an act of philanthropy that made Robert Raikes 
open his first Sunday School in Gloucester in 1780. He visualised Sunday Schools 
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supplemented by day and evening classes forming the basis of a national educat- 
ional system. The 1944 Education Act would have pleased him for two reasons: 
first because it placed upon the local education committees the duty of con- 
tributing towards the spiritual and moral as well as the mental and physical: 
needs of the children, and secondly because collective worship and religious 
instruction was compulsory in every school maintained by public funds. 


For the Overseas Evening, October 14, representatives from the Con- 
tinent of Europe, from the United States and Canada and from Assam were on the 
platform, 


. % 

The climax of the celebrations came with the Birthday Festival in the 
Royal Albert Hall on October 15, when, in the presence of the Duchess of 
Gloucester, a pageant entitled "God's Messengers" was performed by over 200 


young Sunday School workers and scholars. : £.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Jubilee Youth Bible 


On the occasion of its 150th birthday, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society are publishing a first edition of 100,000 copies of the Jubilee Bible 
for young people. 


The new Jubilee Youth Bible is the Authorised Version, without note or 
comment. It is complete, but so arranged that the Bible narrative flows on in 
an uninterrupted fashion; passages, especially in the Old Testament, which are 
concerned with genealogies, itineraries, specifications and measurements, and 


other technical matter, are placed in three columns on the lower half of the 


page, but in their right sequence and of equal importance, yet not impeding 


the Bible story. B.P.S,Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Armenian Church in America 


The Most Rev. Tiran Nersoyan of New York was re-elected to another four~ 
year term as Archbishop of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church of America at 
its annual assembly held in Philadelphia. Archbishop Tiran has served as the 
Church's Primate for the last nine years. 


The Assembly named a committee to study ways and means of founding an 
Armenian Theological Seminary in the United States. 


Archbishop Tiran reported on the Uhurch's growth in North America in 
recent years. Since the end of World War II, he said, 18 clergymen have come 


to America or been ordained in it, 11 churches and 9 community halls have been 


acquired, and land has been purchased for a proposed cathedral in New York City. 


The American branch of the Church of Armenia was established in 1889. 
It is under the jurisdiction of the Catholicate of Etchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia, 
This has caused a controversy among North American Armenians over their relation- 
ship to the Catholicos. However, the position taken by most members of the 
Church is that they owe spiritual and ecclesiasti¢al allegiance to the Cathol- 


icate of Etchmiadzin, but that the Catholicate has no political authority over 


them, E.P.S,Geneva 
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USSR A New Dictionary of the Russian Language 


A revised edition of a one-volume "Dictionary of the Russian Language’ 
containing 51,533 words, has been published in Moscow in 1952. 


The compilers of this dictionary have added to their definitions 
special classifications such as "obsolete", "archaic", "colloquial", etc. 
Religion and religious observance are very much in evidence, and here the pre- 
sence or absence of the classification "obsolete" or "archaic" presents con- 
siderable interest, 


Colloquialisms derived from religious expressions are not uniform in 
their classification, "For God's sake’ as an insistent request is described as 
obsolete, "Glory be to God", on the other hand, meaning "Fine, excellent!" is 
given as colloquial. Another word which is described as colloquial is 
"bezboshnik", "godless one", a word which before the war was very official 
indeed, being the one used in the title of the Union of Militant Godless, Now 
it is described as "colloquial: person who denies the existence of God, 
struggles against religious narcotic," The adjective derived from it is given 
quite another meaning: "inadmissible, dishonest, Illustrations: a godless 
liar. To make a godless mess of it." Shades of irreligion creep in among the 
definitions of some colloquialisms: for instance, "Second Coming (colloquial, 
jocular): an event which will never take place," &.P.S.Geneva 


Communist and Religious Morality 


"Communist morality is not reconcilable with religious morality: they 
are incompatible on every point.' 


This sentence sums up the content of a paper written by a student of 
philosophical sciences in Moscow, P.F. Kolonizki, It was published in German 
in August 1953 by the Central Council of the Free German Youth Movement, and 
disseminated in Eastern Germany, according to an account by the "Berliner In- 
formationen zur Kirchenfrage", partly by children. 


"Religion", the paper states, "continually instils into its adherents .» 
the idea that it is not given to man to do anything without the will of God, 
that his whole destiny lies in God's hands, It is clear that a morality of 
this kind aims at extinguishing in human beings all will to fight, at killing 
off every active element in their consciousness, and at poisoning their souls 
with the venom of disbelief in their own capacities. 


"Religion does, of course, proclaim watchwords of fraternity, of uni- 
versal love among men, of the equality of all before God, It is not averse to 
Sighing over the hard fate of the poor and unfortunate, or to calling for 
justice, It talks of peace and understanding among men. But all this is the 
merest piety and hypocrisy, and serves not the workers but their oppressors. 
Thus it is that religion is not and has never bezsn the basis of morality, but 
is profoundly immoral. Communist morality, on the other hand, educates the 
workers in a spirit of implacable opposition to the capitalist system." 


¢ 
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Kolonizki goes on to ask whether the view that religion is’ deleterious 
is not an obsolete one under Soviet conditions today, ‘In this country, we 
hear it said, the Church has adopted a completely loyal attitude to the Soviet 
régime, All the eminent dignitaries of the Greek Catholic (Orthodox) Church 
are among the active champions of peace, Is it not therefore time to change 
our attitude towards religion, and cease to regard it as a reactionary ideology?" 


In answering this contention, Kolonizki admits that the church 
dignitaries mentioned do "stand up for peace, in conformity with the will of 
the faithful among the Soviet people, and with their own civic duty." It is 
also true, he adds, "that the Greek Catholic Church is at present wholly loyal 
to the Soviet Government," 


in this connection, the writer goes on to say that "despite the 
slanders of world bourgeoisie, the Soviet State has never limited or restricted 
the activity of the Church, since the Church has never exceeded the limits of 
the exercise of its religious duties, Avowedly, this has always fully satisfied 
the most honourable among the servants of the Church, And this fact constituted 
the basis for a loyal adherence by the Church to the Soviet State. But as for 
the fight into which the Soviet State was forced against the counter-revolution- 
ary church dignitaries, the State treated them not as servants of the Church 
at all, but as counter-revolutionaries in cassocks," 


Thus "the changes in the relationship of the servants of the Church to 
the Soviet State took place independent of religion. But religion itself has 
always been a reactionary ideology, In preaching belief in God, the servants 

of the Church are carrying on a pernicious work, Religion is even today guid- 
ing the thoughts and feelings of the Soviet believers away from the fight for 
the true and only blessedness, which is Communism. The Communist education of 
the workers is thus indissolubly bound up with the overcoming of religious 
morality," 


Kolonizki further notes that "the view has been put forward that it is 
enough simply to reveal to religious believers the complete senselessness of 
religion, for them to receive enlightenment, so that they instantly abjure their 

religious convictions," 


In reality, however, this is not at all the case, "Religion has never 
been a mere aberration, a deformed conception of what is going on in the world 
around. It is a deep-rooted, centuries-old system of views, ideologies and 
rules of conduct, For this reason religious prejudices are not to be overcome 
Simply by enlightenment, by the provision of instruction, but by the attainment 
of our highest aim, the Communist society. The time will come when among men 
all over the globe true human and Communist relations will prevail, and of the 
anti-social bourgeois morality we now find being upheld in the name of God not 


a trace will remain," he PeS.Geneva 
GERMANY _ Bishop Dibelius Appeals for Help for Greece 


"However great and burdensome our responsibilities in our own country 
may be, we must not anc. will not remain takers for ever," declared Bishop 
Dibelius in an appeal, as Chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Relief 


. 


No, 40 ~ October 30, 1953 -6- 294 


Agency, to the Established and. Free Churches of Germany to contribute to ecumen- 
ical relief for the victims of the Greek earthquake disaster. Archbishop 
Spyridon, of Athens, has stated that in the three hardest-hit islands alone there 
are 100,0CO people homeless, and that sickness and want are spreading. The 
destruction of all churches has entailed the gravest difficulties for the 
Orthodox Church in its spiritual work, The disaster has had effects too great 
to be coped with by the first spontaneous relief efforts, It is essential that 
fourteen emergency churches or huts be set up as quickly as possible. 

E.P.G. Geneva 


GERiWANY Third Refugee Centre in Berlin 


The third refugee centre in Berlin, opened on October 19 in Spandau by . 
Superintendent-General Gerhard Jacobi, is a truly ecumenical affair, Those 
present at the inauguration ceramony included representatives of the world Coun- 
cil of Churches, of the Berlin church authorities and parishes, of the Red 
Cross and of the Municipal Senate, and Countess Lili Hamilton, head of the 
Swedish Committee for German Child Relief, 


The Spandau refugee centre is, like the recently-opened centre in 
Marienfelde, a gift of this Committee. Countess Hamilton presented Pastor 
Christian Berg, the director of the Berlin branch of the Evangelical Church 
Relief Agency, with the key to the establishment, which is to be run by a 
Norwegian team, Pastor Bergerson, of Oslo, helped by a Norwegian and a Danish 


woman welfare worker, B.P.o Geneva 
| GERMANY Schloss Mansfeld Restored to the Church 


Schloss Mansfeld, which was temporarily confiscated from church us® as 
a result of the recent events in the Kastern Zone, has now been reconsecrated 
at a solemn service celebrated by the Bishop of Magdeburg, Dr Muller, to its 
previous designation as a church conference and retreat centre, E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY EKid Meeting in Dresden 


The Council of the Hvangelical Church in Germany recently met in 
Dresden, with the Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Divelius, in the chair, on the occasion 
of the induction of the new Bishop of Saxony, Lr Noth, 


The Council noted the sympathetic interest taken by the inhabitants in 
the change of bishops, the honour paid to the retiring Bishop, Dr Hugo Hahn, and 
the welcome given to his successor in Meissen Cathedral. The participation of 
the Protestant Churches of Germany, and the attendance of numerous bishops from 
all over the country, states the report on the Dresden meeting, made the in- 
duction celebrations in Saxony a fresh demonstration of church unity across the 
zonal boundary. 


Bishop Hahn on his departure said in a farewell message, in which he 
described Bishop Noth as "the successor mercifully vouchsafed", that "God would 
show him where He still had need of him." He would now at least-have time to 
do one service which he had performed inadequately all his life ~ that of prayer, 
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The next meeting of the EKiD will be held in Bavaria or Westphalia. 
The final list of German delegates to attend the forthcoming Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches in Evanston, the synod stated, will be publish- 
ed shortly by the Church Foreign Affairs Office, E.P.S.Geneva 


Death of Two Orthodox Archbishops 
(Stockholm):- It is reported from Stockholm that Metropolitan Alexander, 
head of the Orthodox Church in the Free State of Esthonia, who had been living 


there for some years in exile, died on October 24, 


(Paris):- On October 26, Metropolitan Polycarp, head of the Auto- 


cephalous Church of the Ukraine in exile, died in Paris, E.P.S,Geneva 
SWITZERLAND "The Bible, the Living Word" 


An exhibition entitled "The Bible, the Living Word" was opened on 
October 24 in Geneva, in the presence of representatives of the Government, the 
Protestant Churches of Geneva, Neuch&tel and Vaud, the Orthodox and Old Catholic 
Churches, and the Dean and professors of the Faculty of Divinity. 


M, Antoine Pugin, head of the Cantonal Council, who is a Roman Catholic, 
stressed in his address that Geneva is a Christian republic whose laws draw 
their inspiration from the Gospel, and that without the Churches "our republic 
would be a body without a soul, a robot without life, a land without faith." 


The exhibition is a witness to the revelation of God, an assertion of 
His actuality. The "Living Word" is illustrated by panels, diagrams and 
pictures demonstrating the manifold applications of the Word to the life of our 
own and other ages. . 


The following evening, Sunday, Cctober 25, a meeting held at the Salle 
de la Réformation was attended by a very large number of people. Prof, d'Espine, 
of the Faculty of Divinity, and M. Olivier Béguin, secretary-general of the 
United Bible Societies, spoke on the content and dissemination of the Bible. 
Representatives of the Old Catholic, Evangelical Revival, Free and Anglican 
Churches and of the Salvation Army spoke in turn, and the choir of the Orthodox 


Church contributed some very beautiful singing. E,P.5.Geneva 
JAPAN Evangelistic Campaign of the Kyodan 


"The largest delegated Christian meeting in the history of Japanese 
Christianity was held in Tokyo, September 22 to 24", writes the "Japan Christian 
Activity News" (October 1953), The 2,300 delegates attending the conference 
held by the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) adopted a statement "which 
Will be the guide post for succeeding evangelistic programmes" held in conjuc- 
tion with the nation-wide evangelistic campaign prior to the observance of the 
centenary of the introduction of Protestantism into Japan (see EPS No. 32). 

E.P.S,Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA as : The Anglican Church and Apartheid 


? 


An important statement on Apartheid and Racial Discrimination has been 
issued by the Bishops of the Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican), 
stressing that it is a duty "to give expression to that world-wide Christian 
opinion which we ourselves share in its relation to the situation in our own 
country; and we desire to make it plain that no attempt has been made by those 
in authority to prevent us from doing so." 


The statement says: 


Wie believe that the only national policy which is morally defensible 
must be that which gives the fullest opportunity of development to members of all 
racial groups. We believe that it is morally wrong to follow a policy which has 
as its object the keeping of any particular racial group in a permanent position 


of inferiority; and we believe that racial discrimination as it is practised in 


this country is directed to this end. In every racial group there are wide dif- 


_ ferences of ability between man and man, and it is wrong that the opportunities 


open to a man should be determined by the racial group to which he belongs and 


not by his own character and ability. Such a policy seems to us to lead to a 


system of caste against which the Christian Church has always set its face. 


; "It has been suggested that it would be possible to keep the different 
racial groups separated and yet to give to each group equal opportunities of 


economic and cultural development. We do not believe that this is practicable, 


The industrial,economic, and cultural development of the country demamds the co- 
operation of the different racial groups that make up its population. This is 


_ recognised by all-parties in the state. Since the passing of legislation which 
-absolves the state from providing equal. facilities for different racial groups, 
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it is no longer legitimate to defend racial segregation by claiming that it does 
not involve any infringement of the principle of equality. 


"Tt has been stated that the fact that normally Europeans and Africans 
worship in different church buildings is itself an acknowledgement of the prin- 
ciple of segregation. This is not so, Both linguistic and geographical reasons 
make it natural that normally Africans and Europeans should worship in different 
places, But an African member of the Church is at liberty to worship in any 
church which he may desire, and no one has any authority to exclude any church- 
man of any race from any of our churches, if he presents himself there for the 
purpose of worship. And no attempt has been made by the Government to interfere 
in this matter, 


"With regard to education, we believe that it is morally wrong to 
educate one particular racial group in such a way as to fit its members only for 
subordinate and inferior positions, In present circumstances it is reasonaole 
that there shovld be separate schools for different races. As long as the present 
insistence on social segregation persists it would not be in the interest of the 
child to grow accustomed at school to a degree of social intimacy which would be 
impossible after leaving school, But we greatly desire a change in public opinion 
which would make it possible for some children in all racial groups to be educated 
together without risk of grave psychological ham, 


: "There have been instances in our schools where this has proved possi- 
ble, but they are admittedly rare. we wish they could become less rare, But 
education for Africans should have the same aim as that for Buropeans, namely, 
to make them fit to render the best service to the common life of the country 
that their natural abilities make possible. 


"What we have said arises out of the Yhristian doctrine of man, as made 
known to us through the teaching and practice of our Lord; and we commend it to 
the consideration of all who believe that in His teaching and example is to be 
found the key to national policy and individual conduct, 


"We recognise that racial discrimination, as practised in any country, 
raises moral issues as to which it is right that Christian opinion throughout 
the world should find expression, But we deprecate the tendency to isolate the 
Union of South Africa in this matter, Racial discrimination does in fact occur 
oat other parts of the world also, and expressions of moral indignation directed 
against this country alone are likely to arouse among South Africans, even among 
men of good will, a sense of unfairness which goes far. to deprive such expres= 
sions of the Christian conscience of the influence which they might otherwise 


exercise," Hi. P.S Geneva 
MALAYA Evangelistic Drive 


Owing to an emergency situation, former "squatters" have been resettled 
in New Villages which are rapidly losing the adjective New, and becoming part of 
the normal life of Malaya, There are about 6,000,000 people, mainly Cainese, in 
the New Villages, which number about 500 to 600. 
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Since March 1952, under the auspices of the Malayan Christian Council, 
the Churches have had a New Villages Co-ordinating Committee, composed of 
Methodists Anglicans, Presbyterians and the Overseas Missionary Fellowship of 
the China Inland Mission, There are now a hundred resident workers, Chinese and 
Missionaries, living and working in the Villages, In addition to these at least 
150 voluntary part-time workers are also engaged visiting New Villages nearest 
their homes, In this way the Churches are now touching about hundred villages. 


During last August, a Refresher Course for resident New Village workers, 
Chinese and missionaries, took place in Kuala Lumpur. A varied programme in- 
cluded practical talks on public health, visual aid, young people's work; Bible 
studies each day and two special sessions discussing New Village problems with 
periods of intercession, 


A series of youth work camps were held during August, under the auspices 
of Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian Youth Departments, One of these camps 
had built a creche for the community, others had rebuilt an old folk's home, a 
church-community centre, and levelled off the ground for a new church, &ec, 


Many students from Trinity College (tne Union Theological College in 
Singapore run by Methodists, Anglicans and Presbyterians) also took part in New 
Village work during their summer vacation. Very good reports of their work have 
been received and the students have come back enthusiastic about the wide oppor - 
unities inthe villages. 


A van bought with contributions from the Churches in Malaya, with some 
help from the Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of England, the 
Irish Presbyterian Church, and a generous gift from a local donor, has been 
equipped with projection equipment and is at present doing a tour of New Villages 
and churches in Johore State, 


At the end of September there was a gathering in Singapore of different 
church representatives to meet Bishop Matthews Mar Athanasius, the Missionary 
Bishop of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church (this Church is a member of the Malayan 
Christian Council) on his way back from Japan where he attended the Youth for 


Christ Conference. - E.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA Fears of Restrictions on Missionaries 


(New Dehli):- A resolution urging the India Government to allay fears 
about the possible imposition of restrictions on foreign missionaries was adopt- 
ed by the Indian Christian Association at a special meeting held in New Dehli, 


The resolution referred specifically to apprehensions "caused by remarks 
of Dr. Katju, Home Minister, made in the lower house of Parliament," Dr Katju 
said that the Government's position was that evangelism should be limited to 
Indian citizens and that foreign missionaries should confine themselves to medical, 
educational and social work. 


Stressing the "fundamental right of Christians to propagate their faith", 
the Association said: "The propagation of the Gospel is an integral part of the 
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Christian faith, and in the practice of their faith, Christians cannot accept 
any interference," 


At the same time, the Association took note of charges that mission- 
aries were mixing politics with their work by saying it had no sympathy "with 
any individual who, under the garb of religion, indulges in activities subversive 
to law and order," ; 


The Association called upon the Indian Government to set up a special 
board "to sefeguard the interests of minority communities," They also demanded 
the creation of similar boards by the various state governments, 


_ Another resolution offered the Association's "whole-hearted ca-operation!! 
to the Government in its efforts to create a welfare state, and pledged its 


support to root out poverty, disease, illiteracy and superstition. 


The meeting called upon the National Christian Council of India to 
devise means to find employment for Christians and give assistance to the needy, 
It noted with concern "the growing unemployment" among Christians in India. 


In other actions, the Association asked greater representation for 
Christians in Parliament and State legislatures, and urged Christians all over 
India to take more interest in general and local elections. 


Opposition was eatpressed to the apartheid policy of Prime Minister 
Malan in South Africa. B.P.S,Geneva 


World Council of Churches Scholarship Programme 
"A Deeper Knowledge of What the Church Is! 


(Geneva):- The World Council of Churches' Scholarship Committee 
announces that 108 students from 24 countries in Asia, Europe and America have 
just arrived in 10 countries to take up their one-year period abroad. The 
Scholarship Programme is a special technique in Inter-Church aid, J1t is one way 
in which Churches not only help each other, but share in each other's life - in 
and through the experience of their own future pastors and leaders, 


The 1953-54 group of ecumenical scholars comes from Austria (3), 
Belgium (1), Denmark (1), Finland (3), France (7), Germany (45), Great Britain 


(3), Greece (3), Holland (6), India (2), Indonesia (2), Italy (6), Japan (1), 


Korea (1), Madagascar (2), Norway (4), Spain (2), Sweden (2), Switzerland (3), 
Syria (1), Yugoslavia (1), Orthodox in the West (1), United States (7), and 
Uruguay (1). For the first time a Korea student has been awarded a scholarship, 
and has arrived to study in Switzerland. 


Confessionally the group is divided among Anglican (1), Baptist (1), 
Congregational (1), Free Evangelical (1), Lutheran 68), Old Prussian Union in 
Germany (19), Mennonite (1), Methodist (6), Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) (1), Mar 
Thoma Syrian (1), Greek Orthodox. (3), Serbian Orthodox (1), Bulgarian Orthodox 
(1), Armenian Orthodox (1) and Reformed. (32) Churches, | 
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The World Council of Churches Scholarship Programme is supported 
financially by member Churches through the Department of Inter-Church Aid's 
Service Programme, and by meahs of scholarships and facilities offered by 
Churches and seminaries in the United States, Great Britain, Germany, Canada, 
Italy, France, Greece and Switzerland, The 1953-54 group will be studying in 
the United States (33), United Kingdom (18), Canada (2), France (8), Germany (12), 
Greece (1), Holland (3), Italy (1), Sweden (3), Switzerland 06), Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies, Bossey (11). 


In this connection a consultation is to be held next April to review 
the whole scope of the Scholarship Programme, its relation to theological educa- 
tion and to all efforts of church-to-church exchange of students. H.P.S.Geneva 


TU RKEY Commemorating Orthodox Seminary Founder 


(Istanbul):- A solemn service commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
the death of the Cecumenical Patriarch Germanos IV, founder of the Halki Theo- 
logical School, was celebrated by the Oecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, and 
members of the Holy Synod, 


The institution of Halki Island is the foremost Orthodox training 
centre in the Middle East, attracting students from Greece, Egypt, Ethiopia and 
Orthodox communities throughout the Mediterranean area, E.P.S. Geneva 


World Circulation of Scriptures 


The United Bible Societies announces that the world circulation of 
Scriptures in the year 1952, by the Bible Societies in all countries, was 
2,907,378 volumes. These included: 2,601,196 complete Bibles, 2,904,824 New 
Restanente and 16, 401, 358 portions, or eraciar books of the Bible. 


The total figures for 1951 and 1950 respectively were 23,267,050 and 


21,800, 227 volumes, E.P.S.Geneva 
SWITZERLAND The Bible in Romansch 


Dr Karl Liithi, the well-known Bible specialist in Berne, in his book- 
let "Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century Romansch Bibles", wrote that 
"if Romansch is to remain the language of the Grisons, it is AEs ay to have 
a modern, popular edition of the Bible." 


In the last ten years this concern has become a reality. The Romansch 
and Ladin-speaking inhabitants of the Upper and Lower Engadine, the Munster valley 
and Bergiin, have just been provided with a new edition of the Bible, printed by 


the Engadine Press, Samaden, and running into 5,000 copies. h.P.S,Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The New Bishop of Gibraltar 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has appointed the Rev. F.\.T. Craske, re- 
presentative in Germany of the British Council of Churches and from 1939 to 1950 
education secretary of the Missionary Council of the Church of England to be 
Bishop of Gibraltar; and proposes to consecrate him in Canterbury Cathedral on 
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on St Andrew's Day, November 30, The diocese of Gibraltar consists of most of 
the Mediterranean and Black Sea countries. 


The new Bishop was ordained in 1927 and was select preacher at Cambridge 


University in 1943. E.P.o.Geneva 
est elves British Clergyman Preaches in Moscow 


Canon Mervyn Stockwood, of Bristol, preached in Moscow on Sunday 
October 25. With the aid of an interpreter he spoke to an evangelical congrega- 
tion of 3,000 people. He told them all Britain yearned for peace and good will 
among nations and British leaders were doing their utmost to this end. He 
assured his congregation "of the interest and affection of the Churches in 
England for their brother Christians in Russia." 


Earlier, Canon Stockwood attended the liturgy of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, sitting in the sanctuary with Russian priests, 


During a visit to the iloscow Patriarchate to convey greetings from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury he was given a pectoral cross to take to England 
for the Primate, The gift was made by the Patriarch of Moscow, Alexei. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY } No Church for Stalinstadt 


The Berlin Church Information Bulletin in its issue of October 28 
published the following statement: 


"Stalinstadt, the new residential town being built by the Bastern Steel 
Hut Combine near Firstenberg~an-der-Oder, is not to have a new church, The 
town, described as 'the first Socialist city of the German Demoncratic Republic, ! 
will have some 15,000 inhabitants. No provision is made for any church in the 
plan now agreed upon, although both the Protestant and the Catholic authorities 
have done their utmost to obtain permission for the erection cf a place of wor- 
ship. Even the proposal by the Protestant Church to put up a hut for this pur- 
pose temporarily in the new town, to ensure pastoral care for church members 
there, has so far not been approved, The Gossner Mission has in the meantime 
sent one of its 'Gospel caravans' to Stalinstadt, from which two young pastoral 
workers sent by the leaders of the Church are endeavouring to perform this service. 


"fA promise by the Burgomaster to the Protestant Church to put a school 
classroom at their disposal for worship has been retracted by the City Council 
on a point of principle. In September 1953 a showcase for church announcements, 
installed by agreement with the municipal authorities, was removed during the 
night by unknown hands, and has not so far been found again," 


On October 22, the Consistory of the Protestant Church wrote to the 
Prime Minister, Herr Grotewohl, <esking him to use his influence to have a suit~ 
able site provided in Stolinstadt for the erection of a church. E.P.S, Geneva 


et 


No, 41 - November 6, 1953 -7- 302 


GERMANY Orthodox Information and Study Conference 


Over twenty prospective Orthodox priests and deacons met from October . 
24 to 30 in Schmie, Wirttemberg, for an information and study course organised 
jointly by the world Council of Churches, the External Affairs Cffice and the DP 
Committee of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 


Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, Bulgarians, Serbs and Houmanians, with 
lecturers and dignitaries from their various Churches, examined problems signi- 
ficant for refugee church affairs; Archbishop Philotheos, of Hamburg, was 
present, and the course was under the general leadership of Dr van Staa, of the 
Evangelical Church of Hanover, and the representative of the ‘orld Council of 
Churches, Dr Gallin, of Munich, 


Themes dealt with included "The Kingdom of God", "What is Orthodoxy?" 

"The Orthodox Priest in the Parish", "The Orthodox Church between Protestantism 
and Catholicism", "The Gospel View of Pastoral Care", and "The Sacrament of Con- 
fession in the Orthodox Church." The subjects chosen are indicative of the aim 
of the conference. It was intended as a stimulant to future workers and priests 
of the Eastern Church in Germany, and as an opportunity of getting to know other 
Churches through their representatives. At the same time, it provided a welcome 
chance to estimate the number of forthcoming priests and deacons from the scatter- 
ed refugee parishes, and to find out their views as to what should be the type 
of training to be carried on, 


The meeting took place in the most friendly spirit, but at 
the same time gave a glimpse of the numerous difficulties which the carrying-out 
of such a task must involve?"frought home to those who were attending such a 
gathering for the first time the problems and prospects contained in the ecumen- 
ical movement. Both those who were there to teach and those who were there to 
learn submitted their own particular concerns. In a unanimous resolution, the 
heads of the Orthodox Churches thanked the World Council for the valuable and 
effective help it had given to Orthodox Christians in exile. They asked the 
Council and its associated Churches all over the world to continue their brother- 
ly assistance, A second message expressed gratitude to the German Evangelical 
Church for the care it has expended on the welfare of the diaspora Orthodox 


Church, E.P.o. Geneva 
GERWANY Church Workers _ inh Saxony 


In order to ensure closer co-operation between the Church and the work- 
ing class, the Synod of the Province of Saxony has recommended to the church 
administrative office there that it send worker-deacons to industrial centres, 
and hold more frequent retreats for workers. More emphasis is to be laid on 
social science in the training of clergy, and the pastors’ conventions are to 
deal in greater detail with the subject of "The Church and the working Class", 

A church ordinance that newly-ordained pastors should do temporary factory work 

was turned down by the Synod, It suggested, however, that such young pastors as 
wished should be encouraged to seek a closer bond with the working class in this 
way. : E.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN | The Meaning of Ecumenical 


‘10 by Dr WA. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, was: “The Meaning of Ecumenical,’ Dr Visser 't Hooft analysed the 
various meanings which had been attached to the word in the Greek civilisation, 
in the Septuagint and the New Testament, in the writings of the Church Fathers 
and in the Byzantine Empire and showed how the expression, which had originally 
a merely geographical meaning, became an ecclesiastical term. More recently it 
wag used a good deal in the nineteenth century, but 4% was due to Archbishop 
‘Nathan Soederblom of Sweden that the word came to be used much more widely and 
in the specific sense which it has in our day, 


‘a Dr Visser 't Hooft concluded: "The term ecumenical has apparently come 
‘to stay. It is generally agreed that the word creates difficulties for the 
tongue, for the eye and for the mind of those who have not become accustomed to 
it. But it seems that no other word exists which can express the specific ethos 
of the movement for unity and co-operation of Churches and Christians which has 


grown up during the last forty years. 

a ‘Why was the word successful in spite of its defects? I see the follow- 
ing four reasons: | | , 

@ ’ 


i "In the first place the ecumenical movement represents a new approach 
to the problem of the division of the Church. A word was needed which was not 
so burdened with specific historical associations as to make it unacceptable to 


a large part of Christendom and which had not been appropriated by any confession — 


as its specific title. 
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"In the second place the term had a venerable history behind it and had 
been used in one way or another in all parts of Christendom, Our survey of its 
history has shown that contributions to tis meaning and use have been made by 
many different Christian traditions, 


"In the third place its meaning had not become so fixed that it could 
not receive the new content given to it by the picneers of the modern ecumenical 
movement. 


"In the fourth place it could be used to embrace at one and the same 
time the truths that the Church of Christ is world-wide, supra-national, supra- 
racial, that it is essentially one and that this oneness contains a variety of 
gifts. i 


The lecture has been published by the S.C.M. Press, London, EPS. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Presbyterians Admonish the Nation 


The General Council of the Presbyterian Church in the USA has issued a 
letter to the Church's 2,500,000 members throughout the country and asked all 
clergymen to read the etacemene from the pulpit and to print it in local church 
bulletins, Copies of the letter have also been sent to President Eisenhower, 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, and all Presbyterian members of the House 
and Senate, 


This letter, which warns against a growing tendency in the United States 
to combat communism with "fanatical negativism", is a "prcnouncement for the 
guidance of Presbyterians: 'All human life should be lived in accordance with 
the princivles established by God for the life of men and nations, This is a 
tenet of Biblical religion, It is also a basic emphasis in our Presbyterian 
heritage... 


"Things are happening in our national life and in the international 
sphere which should give us deep concern", the letter goes on. "Serious thought 
needs to be given to the menace of ind or in the world of today and to the 
undoubted aim on the part of its leaders to subvert the thought and life of the 
United States... 


"At the same time the citizens of this country, and those in particular 
Who are Protestant Christians, have reason to take a grave view of the situation 
which is being created by the almost exclusive concentration of the American 
mind upon the problem of the threat of communism. Under the plea that the 
structure of American society is in imminent peril of being shattered by a satan- 
ic conspiracy, dangerous developments are taking place today in our national life, 
Favoured by an atmosphere of intense disquiet and suspicion, a subtle but potent 
assault upon basic human rights is now in progress... MInquisitions.., which find 
their historic pattern in medieval Spain and in the tribunals of modern totalit- 
arian states, begin to constitute a threat to freedom of thought in this country. 


"Treason and dissent are being confused, The shrine of conscience and 
private judgment, which God alone has a right to enter, is being invaded... 


Ne 
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Attacks are being made upon citizens of integrity... which are particularly alien 
to the Protestant religious tradition which has been a main source of the free- 
doms which the people of the United States enjoy. 


'There is something still more serious, A great many people, within 
and without our Government, approach the problem of communism in a purely negat- 
ive way, Communism, which is at bottom a secular religious faith of great vital- 
ity, is thus being dealt with as an exclusively police problem. As a result of 
this there is growing up over against communism a fanatical negativism. Totally 
_ devoid of a constructive programme of action, this negativism is in danger of 
leading the American mind into a spiritual vacuum... In the case of a national 
crisis this emptiness could, in the high-sounding name of security, be occupied 
with ease by a fascist tyranny. We suggest, therefore, that all Presbyterians 
give earnest consideration to the following three basic principles and their im- 
plications for our thought and life. 


"J, The Christian Church has a prophetic function to fulfil in every 
society and in every age... While being patriotically loyal to the country with- 
in whose bounds it lives and works, the Church does not cerive its authority from 
the nation but from Jesus Christ. Its supreme and ultimate allegiance is to 
-Christ, its sole Head, and to His Kingdom, and not to any riation or race, to any 
class or culture... 


"While it is not the role of the Christian Church to present blue-prints 
for the organisation of society and the conduct of Government, the Church owes it 
to its own members and to men in general, to draw attention to violations of 
those spiritual bases of human nationship which have been established by God. 

It has the obligation also to proclaim those principles, and to instill that 
spirit, which are essential for social health, of sound and stable policies in 
the affairs of state, 


"TIT, The majesty of truth must be preserved at all times and at ali 
costs. Loyalty to truth is the common basis of true religion and true culture, 
Despite the lofty idealism of many of our national leaders, truth is being subtly 
and silently dethroned by prominent public figures from the position it has 
occupied hitherto in our American tradition. The state of strife known as ‘cold 
'war',.. is producing startling phenomena and sinister personalities... At the 
same time... great words like 'love,' 'peace,' 'justice,' and ‘mercy’ and the 
ideas which underlie them, are becoming suspect... 


"TTI, God's sovereign rule is the controlling factor in history. 
We speak of 'This nation under God,' Nothing is more needed today than to ex- 
plore afresh and to apply to all the problems of thought and life in our genera- 
tion, what it means to take God seriously in national life, There is an order 
of God, Even in these days of flux and nihilism, of relativism and expediency, 
God reignse.. 


"That we have the obligation to make our nation as secure as possible, 
no one can dispute. But there is no absolute security in human affairs, nor is 
security the ultimate human obligation. A still greater obligation, as well as 
amore strategic procedure, is to make sure that what we mean by security, and 
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the methods we employ to achieve it, are in accordance with the will of God. 
Otherwise, any human attempt to establish a form of world order which does no 
more than exalt the interest of a class, a culture, a race, or a nation, above 
God and the interest of the whole human family, is foredoomed to disaster... 


"Let us frankly recognise that many of the revolutionary forces of our 
time are in great part the judgment of God upon humen selfishness and complacency, 
and upon man's forgetfulness of man, That does not make these forces right; it 

does, however, compel us to consider how their driving power can be channeled 
into forms of creative thought and work... Nevertheless, communists, communist 
nations and communist-ruled peoples, should be our concern, In hating a system 
let us not allow ourselves to hate individuals or whole nations, History and 
experience teach us that persons and peoples do change... 


thet us always be ready to meet around a conference table with the rulers 
of communist countries... In human conflicts there can be no substitute for 
negotiation. Direct personal conference has been God's way with man from the 
beginning. ‘Come, now, and let us reason together'!, was the word of God to 
Israel through the prophet Isaiah... In any case talk which does not rule out 
in advance the possibility of success, talk which takes place in private, and 
not before reporters or microphones or television, is the only kind of approach 
which can lead to sanity and fruitful understanding... 


"In this connection such an organisation as the United Nations is in 
harmony with the principles of God's moral government... lihile the United Nations 
is very far from perfection and it functions today under great handicaps , it is 
yet the natural and best availabie agent for international co-peration and the 
settlement of disputes among nations. It is imperative, therefore, that it be 
given the utmost support. It stands between us and war..." 


The statement is signed for the General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. by Dr John A, Mackay, chairman, and Glenn W. Moore, secretary. 
. Hi,» Peo Geneva 


Orthodox Interest in Ecumenical Activities Reported 


An important trip to Greece and Turkey in the interest of the Commis- 
sion on Faith and Order was made during October by Dr J, Robert Nelson, Secretary 
of the Commission and successor to the Rev, Oliver 5, Tomkins, 


The Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople conferred with Dr Nelson 

on questions pertaining to the Orthodox Church's interests in the ecumenical move~ 

ment, Conversations with Archbishop Spyridon, Primate of Greece, as well as with 

leading clergy and theologians, provided occasions for intensive discussion of 

the Orthodox participation in the whole programme of the “orld Council of Churches. 
_ Assurances were given that strong delegations to the Evanston Assembly will be 

sent by both the Cecumenical Patriarchate and the Church of Greece, Orthodox 

Churches will also be urged to observe the week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 

January. Certain study materials are being translated into Greek. 
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In visiting the theological schools of Halki, Athens and Salonika, Dr 
Nelson found strong interest in the ecumenical movement on the part of professors 
and students. A chair of ecumenical history has been established at Salonika 
and is occupied by Prof. Johannes Kalogirou, At Halki Seminary a course on the 
ecumenical movement is taught by Prof. Vasil Istavridis, Prof. C. Constantini- 
dis of Halki is a member of the Working Committee of the Faith and Order Commis- 
sion, and Prof. G, Konidaris of athens has accepted the invitation to be a member 
of the Commission's newly-formed study group on the general problem of "pro- 
selytism," 


Dr Nelson conferred also with a G.A, Hadjiantoniou, moderator of the 


Greek Evangelical Church, E.P.S.Geneva 
AUSTRALIA A Mission to the’ Nation 


Australian Methodism's "Mission to the Nation", which was launched in 
Melbourne on April 8, officially ended in Sydney on September 27. The proof of 
its impact and the sign of its success, writes a correspondent, are in the 
demands from inside and outside the Church, all over Australia, that the Mission 
must go on, 


This Mission called for the enthronement of.God in the lives of Austral- 
ians and in the life of the nation. It was in no sense a denominational campaign. 
It aimed to increase the number of committed, active, worshipping Christians and 
to strengthen the whole Christian Church for the work to be done in Australia, 

It gained the prayers, the goodwili and the help of all the major Protestant 
denominations. Some leaders of the Homan Catholic Church also paid it a tribute. 


In Melbourne 10,000 people attended the final rally of the Mission and 
at Sydney 12,000 people were in the Town Hall and a large number of suburban 
Churches took the full proceedings by radio; land-lines carried the proceedings 
to Churches in provincial centres in New South Wales and Victoria, to 29 churches 
and halls in Melbourne, to centres in Tasmania; and radio stations broadcast 
the meeting to people in South Australia and Queensland, It was estimated that 
about 500,000 people heard the final address at the closing meeting. 


All who at any time during the campaign made the decision to commit 
themselves to Christ and His Church were asked to declare the denomination which 
they felt prompted to join. The commitment forms which were handed in at the 
end of, or subsequently to, meetings indicated that all other Churches, as well 
as the Methodist Church, were gaining new members, 


The Mission to the Nation has not fitted into the conventional pattern 
of an evangelistic campaign, There was no "counting of heads", The use of music 
was reduced to a minimum. Community singing "to warm up the atmosphere" was 
banned, This was a big effort in evangelism not based, for its appeal, upon a 
rigid use of one theory of the Atonement. The addresses given in meetings and 
broadcast by radio stations, and the articles contributed to newspapers across 
the country, were a careful attempt at a statement of the Christian religion in 
terms most likely to be understood by the many thousands of Australians who have 
‘not the slightest connection with the Church, its terms and its procedures, 
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The remarkable coverage given to the Mission and its message by Austral- 
jan newspapers and radio stations wad due in no small measure to the non-denomin- 
ational nature of the whole campaign, to the effort to avoid glib and trite theo- 
logiéal phrases and to the attempt to relate the Christian message to "sore 
points" in the life of the Australian nation. 


The Mission has confirmed the wisdom of the decision to go, wherever 
possible, on to "neutral ground", and to such public buildings as Town Halls and 
theatres. Interested support from what might have been considered unlikely 
quarters made it possible for the Mission spokesmen to speak on football grounds 
in Melbourne and Hobart at the half-time intervals of important matches, from 
the stage of a Brisbane vaudeville theatre at the interval, on wharves at the 
morning "pick-up" of wharf labourers, to members of trade and labour councils, 
at factory gate meetings during lunch-time intervals, etc, At Canberra, the two 
Mission leaders had a long and valuable interview with the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Menzies) and talkedto members of both the principal parties in the Parliament. 


It is not claimed that a religious revival has occurred in Australia. 
But a big "break through"! has been won which must be followed up by the Christ- 


ian Church, E.P,S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Bible Speaks To-Day 


The nationwide presentation of the centrality of the Bible in the Life 
of both Church and State was inaugurated at a service in St. Paul's Cathedral, 
London, on October 20. Over 2,500 people were present from all parts of the 
British Isles and among the congregation were the Princess Margaret, represent- 
atives of the Government, and Archbishop Athsnagoras of Thyateira, The sermon 
was preached by the Bishop of London, 


The object of the campaign is to bring home to people both inside and 
outside the Churches the importance and relevance of the Bible's message to life 
today. The British Council of Churches has set up an ad hoc Committee to look 
after the central organisation of the campaign, under the presidency of the 
Bishop of London, Scotland has its own Committee and in Ireland there is a 
Southern and Northern Committee. 


The campaign has the support of the Church of England, the Church of 
Scotland and the Free Churches, More than hundred lccal councils of churches‘are 
known to be giving consideration to participation in the campaign in some Way. 
The most generally employed method is the holding of Bible Weeks, in which ser- 
vices, lectures, diswussions, debates, filns, exhibitions and public readings of 
the Bible, etc, will be held to put the theme of the campaign across. 


In England there will be a large number of Bible Weeks, An enterpris- 
ing programme has been specially arranged in the London ares, Activities began 
on October 20 and finish on December 6, The British and Foreign Bible Society 
will hold its third Jubilee Exhibition "We Want to Live in the Royal Exchange 
on November 16 and 17. The Exhibition will be visited by the Queen Mother and 
the Lord Mayor, The Minister of Education will open the Bible Week to be held 
in Greenwich from November 25-30. The B.B.C. has organised special broadcasts 
to support the campaign and these will cover the same period as the London pro- 
gramme. 
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Scotland inaugurated the campaign with a special broadcast service on 
October 25, which also marked the beginning of a Scottish Radio Bible Week during 
which special programmes will be broadcast by the B.B.C. Scottish Home Service. 


Both Edinburgh and Glasgow are holding Bible Weeks. 


The United Council of Christian Churches is encouraging participation 
in the campaign in Ireland, Belfast, Londonderry, Ballymena, Portadown and 


Enniskillen are amongst the towns at which Bible Weeks will be held, 


The Churches in several places both in North and South Wales are plan- 
ning to participate in the campaign. HeP.o.Geneva 


Call to Prayer of Faith and Order 


At the occasion of the Annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which 
is observed from January 18 to 25, the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
World Council of Churches has issued a leaflet with a litany, intentions and 
prayers for use in private or corporate devotion, It reads: 


"However much we desire to see growing evidence of sthe unity of the 
Church of Christ, we can expect very little if we do not pray fervently, 
Especially during these eight days should we join with Christians of many con- 
fessions and tongues in beseeching God to remove the barriers which separate 
His people from one another, ° 


"It is appropriate that all who take active interest in the work of the 
World Council of Churches should observe this octave of prayer. Let the burden 
of our prayers be that each function of the World Council's various departments 
shall be blessed and guided by God to serve the cause of unity. Particularly 
let us pray for the work of the Faith and Order Commission, and for all prepara- 
tions being made for the Second Assembly to be held in August, 1954. 


"The litany, intentions and prayers may be used for private or corporate 
devotion. They may be reproduced in any form, and translated into various 
languages, so that as many Christians as possible will pray for the manifestation 
of our given unity in Jesus Christ, the Hope of the world, 


"PRAYERS - Eternal and merciful God, who art the God of peace and not 
of discord: have mercy upon thy Church, divided in thy service; and grant that 
we, seeking unity in Christ, and in the truth of thy holy Word, with one mind 
and one mouth may glorify thee, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, 


"0 Lord Jesus Christ, who didst say to thine apostles, Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I givé unto you; regard not our sins, but the faith of thy 
Church, and grant it that peace and unity which are agreeable to thy will; who 
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without 
end. Amen, 


_ LITANY FOR UNITY - AlmighiyGod, who didst make with us the New Cove- 
nant and said, I will be their God and they shall be my people, - Forgive and 
heal our divisions. 
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"Merciful God, who didst name Thy Son Jesus, that He should save His 
people from their sins - Forgive and heal our divisions. 


"Lord Jesus Christ, who didst promise that where two or three are 
gathered in Thy name, Thou art in their midst, - Unite us in Thy truth. 


MSon of. the Living God, who didst assure Thine apostle that the gates 
of hell shall not prevail: against Thy Church, - Unite us in Thy truth, 


"Good Shepherd, who wilt gather all Thy chosen sheep in one fold, so 
there will be one flock, - Unite us in Thy truth. 


"Lamb of God, who dicst give Thyself for the Church and make it one 
Body in the Baptism of the ore Spirit, ~- Unite. us in Thy truth. 


"Bread of Life, who didst give the one Loaf and the one Cup for the 
nourishment of the Church which is Thy Body, - Unite us in Thy truth, 


—! 8Spirit of God, who dest bestow diversities of gifts upon Thy people 
for the edification of all, - Maintain our unity in the bond of peace, 


"Holy Spirit, who dost help our .eskness of prayer and make interces- 
sion for us, - Maintain our unity in the bond of peace. 


"Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God everlasting, forgive and heal 
our divisions, unite us in Thy truth, maintain our unity in the bond of peace. 
Amen, 


DAILY INTENTIONS OF PRAYER - 


January 18 : For sincere penitence because of our perpetuation of divisions, 


and for wisdom and honesty to prevent penitence from being self- 


delusion. 
January 19 : For the guidance of all persons working for the expression of 
Christian unity, and especially for those pursuing studies on 
problems of Faith and Order. 
January 20: For the change of attitude of. all enemies of Christian unity, 


whether active opponents of the Ecumenical Movement, or passive 
supporters of existing divisions. 


Jamuary 21: For the realisation of unity in truth by all those engaged in 
negotiations for the union of separated churches, 


January 22: For the strengthening of Christians living under conditions of 
tyranny, oppression, or natural disasters, and the preservation 
of their experiences of unity. é 

January 23 : For the chastening and enlightening of churches which are too com- 
fortable in the world to be concerned about disunity, 

January 24 : For the encouragement of all churches to find unity in their wit- 


ness to the Gospel, and to make Christ's love known to people out- 
side the Church, 


January 25 : For the clearer understanding and deeper faith of all Christians 
in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ and in the hope for the 
coming of God's Kingdom in perfect unity." £.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation 


(London): The Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Co-operation, 
which has been meeting ab Lambeth Palece from Nov, 5 to 8, on leaving Great Britain 
wishes to express its gratitude to the Church of England for the welcome it has 
received and to address the following message to the Christians of this country: 


7, We do not believe that it is the task of the Churches to undertake 
the solution of political problems, but we do think that it is their clear duty 
to give their support to those who are working for the establishment of peace in 
the world. 


"2, Twice in a quarter of a century Europe has been devastated by war, 
Young men from Great Britain have been obliged to come and fight on the Continent. 
The recurrence of these tragic wars is the shame of our civilisation; it should 
not become its nightmare. Everything must be done to prevent the future out- 
break of any such ccnflict. 


"3, The aim of the organisation of Europe which is now in progress is to 
prevent such a disaster, If Suropean States are now uniting, it is to bring an 
end to their weakness and divisions and to build a force for peace. These efforts 
are meant to contribute to the establishment of peace throughout the world. 


"4, We believe that Britain, which is not participating fully in this 
effort because of the special relationship between the United Kingdam and the 
Commonwealth, must bring to it the greatest possible understanding and co-opera- 
tion, Britain must realise how very great are the sacrifices made by Kuropean 
States, especially by a country with a long historical tradition like France, 
when they agree to merge their military and political forces, Britain must under~ 
stand that sympathy and support on her part for a Europe, balanced and free, may 
be essential to the success of the enterprise, and that her indifference could 
be fatal to it. 


"It is the task of Christians, of all Christians wherever they are, to 
contribute to the new effort in Europe, We believe we must remember that even 
if Britain is an island, British responsibility extends to Europe and the whole 
world. May the Churches of Britain never cease to call this fact to the mind of 
the Christians of this great and generous country!" 


The Committee of the Christian Responsibility for European Co-operation 
is a group of individual Christians concerned with the problem of achieving 
European integration but holding different views as to the methods by which this 
may be accomplished. The following attended the meeting at Lambeth Palace: 


M, André Philip, Chairman, France; Dr C.L. Patijn, Vice-Chairman, 
Holland; Dr Walter Bauer, Dr H. Ehlers, Dr G, Heinemann and Dr von Thadden- 
Trieglaff, of Germany; M, Jean Rey and M, Pierre Mahillon, of Belgium: Prof. 
Mario Rollier, Italy; Pastor Paul Conord, France; wr, James Dickson, Sweden. 
Attending the mecting from Great Britain were, Mr. John Edwards, Mr, Kenneth 
Johnstone, Sir Kenneth Grubb, the Rev. Herbert Waddams, Sir Oliver Franks, the 
Rev, Francis House, the Rev, Philip H#astman, and Mr. John Lawrence. 

&.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN _ Honorary Freedom of Chichester to Dr G.K.A, Bell 


Dr G.K.A. Bell, has been awarded the highest honour of the Chichester City Coun- 
- cil - the honorary freedom of the city. The presentation - the first made to a 
Bishop of Chichester, of whom since 1105 there have been 75 = will ccincide with 
the 25th anniversary of Dr Bell's consecration on June 10, 1954, 


Commenting on this, Chichester! s first woman Mayor, Alderman Mrs, Alice 


Peecti and: who will make the presentation, called the Bishop a man who has "carried 


- the name of Chichester to all parts of the civilised world," She said: "There 
| dis no bishop better known ep oaaneat 


Mrs. Eastland added: Wid tad tnewanidine the unusually wide range of the 
- Bishop's diocesan interests and the demands on his time by the world Council of 
_ Churches... he has always shown great concern for the welfare of the city and 
its citizens and city's many organisations." The Mayor, herself a Free Church- 
man, declared that "Free Churchmen appreciate very much the Bishop's untiring 


_ efforts in promoting co-operation between the Churches and his championship of 
Christian ideals in international relations." 


One of the younger members of the Council, Councillor N, Barry, said 
he entered the City Council through the door of the trade union movement, "I am 
- quite sure the move you propose to take will be a source of pleasure to the trade 
union movement where, in doris Dr Bell takes quite a prominent part", he said, 
E.P.S. Geneva 
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In appreciation of his distinguished services" the Bishop of Chichester 
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The Eighth Session of the Momoasa Diocesan Synod began in Nairobi on 
November 10, with a service in the Cathedral which was attended by the clerical 
and lay members of Synod, representative of the whole Anglican Church in Kenya, 


The business session on the following morning was opened by His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir «velyn baring, who after prayers addressed the 
Synod, The later part of the day was devoted to discussion of matters of vital 
importance to the future of the Anglican Church's witness in Kenya. 


At the service the Bishop of Mcmbasa delivered his Charge, "This is 
probably the darkest period through which we, the several races who comprise the 
community of peoples in this country, have been called upon th pass", said the 
Bishop, He then paid tribute to "those faithful bands of Christian men and 
women, many of whom owe their Christian fortitude to the movenens of spiritual 
revival which has stirred the life of our Unurch in recent years." 


The Bishop read a message from the Archbishop of Uapetown, expressing 
"admiration of the great courage with which many Kikuyu Christians have faced 
the persecutions of the Mau Mau" and assuring their fellow~-Christians of the 
sympathy of the Bishops of the Province of South Africa, 


Rehabilitation will be costly beyond the ressources both of Church and 
State, the Bishop added, "The Church must recopiise that its message cannot be, 
or be regarded as, « thing apart from the rest of man's living. the Christian 
religion has once again to become part of the warp and woof of man’s daily life. 
The wholly artificial distinctions between the ‘sacred! and the 'profane', have 
to be done away... There are Christian ways for agriculture,commerce, incustry, 
just as there as Christian ways of worship, It will therefore be a message of 
wholeness that the Church will carry into the new situation in this countryo+e 
It is planned to use mobile units not only in Kikuyu country itself, but also in 
the settled areas, and for parallel work in other parts of the country, The 
team of workers participating in these mobile units will include not only pastors 
and evangelists, but also health workers, booksellers and a Christian agricultur- 
alist. But I am certain that the Church must go on into action on wheels..." 


Speaking then on another matter of "fundamental. importance to the 
future of this country", the Bishop referred to racialism and said: "I trust 
that both by counsel and encouragement on the one hand, and by example and 
positive action on the other, the Christian Church will fearlessly strive to 
bring to an end all those negative aspects of racialism which hinder the develop- 
ment of true partnership in this land. But let me not be misunderstood, I hope 
that it will never be that any individual or group of individuals is ashamed of 
their own particular race, nor indeed feel that man's only hope of peaceful co- 
operation is to barter away in a miscegenated society those things of which we 
can severally be prcud, Even more important, I trust that no Christian will 
ever be party to any course of action which will make any fellow-Christian feel 
ashamed of his race..." 


In this connection the Bishop added that one of his great grief was 
that no member of the Asian community represents his people in the ministry of 
the Church in the diocese of Mombasa. E.P.»S.Geneva 
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INDIA A Way to Church Union 


The Uttar Pradesh Christian Council has issued a letter to the Churches 
asking them to prepare themselves and lay the ground for Church Union, The 
appeal is signed by Miss Sarah Chakko, president of the Council, the Bishop of 
Iucknow (Anglican), the Bishop of the Methodist Church in Southern Asia and 
other representatives of this Church and of the Baptist Union of North India, 
the United Church of Northern India, the Swedish Baptist Mission, and A. Ralla 
Ram, executive secretary of the U.P.C.C. 


In view of the problems facing the Church, "we have been led to recognise 
anew that local congregations and their mutual relations are the key to the 
situation," the appeal says. "For this reason we address this letter to you, and 
we earnestly request your careful attention to and co-operation in the following 
matters: 


"(1) As you are aware, our Churches are negotiating for organic union. 
As a result of a recent meeting of the Negotiating Committee, the outlook for a 
successful conclusion of the negotiations is bright. However, union is dependent 
not only on negotiations but also on the spirit of harmony within and between 
Churches, and their united Christian witness, In our meeting we of various 
Churches have felt ourselves one, we are eager that in every place pastors and 
local congregations grow together in Christien fellowship. 


"(2) When there are two or more Churches in any town we urge that there 
be regular meetings of the pastors and the formation of a Clergy Fellowship. 


"(3) If those around us are to come to know and accept Christ, the 
witness of every Christian is needed. We suggest and urge that cvery member of 
each congregation be helped to carry out this duty, This can best be done by 
the Churches through common consultation and co~operation. We urge you pastors 
to stimulate and guide your members in this co-operative and united witness. 


"(4) Experience of difficulties in some places leads us to urge court- 
esy and care with regard to the transfer of membership from one local congrega- 
tion to another. There should be full consultation between the pastors con- 
cerned before each transfer is made, 


"(5) With regard to a marriage in which one party is not or both 
parties are not members of your congregation, we urge that each person not a 
member of your congregation be required to produce satisfactory evidence from 
his pastor , that it is in order for you to perform the marriage ceremony, 
This will meet legal requirement and even more will maintain right relations 


between the Churches..."! E.P.S,Geneva 
INDIA Tamil Nadu Christian Conference 


The Tamil Nadu Christian Conference met in Palamoottah on September 
16 and 17, 1953, After services in the Holy Trinity Cathedral and an address by 


_ the Chairman of the Reception Committee, Sri 5. Rivington Devadason, who 


emphasised the important part Christians have to play in the pclitical life of 
India, the conference was opened under the chairmanship of Sri A.C. Paul, Vice- 
President, 


om 
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A number of resolutions were passed of which we quote the following: 


"In view of the doubts and unrest in the minds of the Indian Christians 
over the statement made by the Home Minister, Dr Katju' (see EPS No, 41), "that 
foreign missionaries will be stopped from preaching Christianity openly in India, 
this conference requests that authoritative statement be made in Parliament by 
Government, stating their policy on this matter in conformity with the fundament- 
al rights as guaranteed in the Constitution of India... 


"That steps be taken to abolish caste completely in the Christian Church. 
That in all Government records and electoral lists and registers such caste 
titles be omitted. 


"That Christians be given proper representation in all legislative bodies, 
cabinets and Government offices, 


"That services of honorary volunteers be Sy ounet as in the ministry of 
the Church... 


"That on stamps inscriptions and pictures connected with any religion 


be not printed..." B.P.S.Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND Denominations to Hold Simultaneous Meetings 


(Wellington):- Union of the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregation- 
al Churches moved a step nearer when the Assembly of the Congregational Union of 
New Zealand adopted a proposal by the Presbyteriansand Methodists that the three 
denominations hold their 1955 assemblies at the same time and place. 


The Congregational Assembly, at its meeting in Palmerston North, also 
endorsed a move to broaden the unity movement, It agreed to join with the 
Presbyterians and Methodists in a united invitation to other communions to 
discuss matters of faith and order, 


Approving a report by its representatives on the joint standing com- 
mittee of the three bodies which have been discussing the union proposal since 
1948, the Assembly directed the group to continue the conversations with the 
specific aim of trying to work out a basis upon which local church meetings 


could consider the question, #.P.S,Geneva 
pe Lie ors ike National Study Conference on the Churches and World 
rod Ny baccl ROA iat agli aE 


(Cleveland):- More than 400 Protestant and Orthodox church men and 
women, united in their conc rn for the Christian faith and international respons- 
ibility, concluded a four-day study conference by urging their fellow~Christians 
to support a United States policy of patient negotiation to gain peace between 
East and West, 


Despite barriers that make a general settlement of difference "most 
difficult to achieve," delegates to the fouth National Study Conference on the 
Churches and World Order declared their belief the United States and other 
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nations opposing Communism should seize "any present opportunity to ease tensions, 
even temporarily" but not at the expense of compromising basic convictions. 


Climaxing four days of speeches, debate, study and deliberation, which 
also resulted in adoption of a Conference Message to the Churches, clerical and 
lay delegates from most of the 48 states further resolved thats 


The United States, reversing cuts voted by Congress, should step up 
support of the United Nations technical assistance programmes and increase its 
own, at the same time divorcing them from U.S. military concerns. 


Universal disarmament that is "enforceable" must be a major goal of 
U.S. policy, and the U.S. should persist in efforts to achieve it within the U.N. 


The McCarran-Walter Immigration and Nationality Act should be amended 
to aliminate "unrealistic, discriminatory" provisions and bring it into line 
with "basic American principles" of justice and fairplay. 


Regarding Communist China, the U.S. should resist pressures that would 
hamper "wise action" in the future, should present conditions change. 


_ Surplus foods in the U.S. should be better distributed to meet the 
needs of hungry and malnourished populations at home and abroad, 


Dependent or colonial peoples should receive technical and financial 
aid from the U.5. - through church, business and voluntary agencies as well as 
government - to advance their efforts toward self-rule, 


Racial tensions in America, which "undercut our moral position among 
the darker-skinned peoples of Asia and Africa", must be eased at home through 
eliminating segregation and discrimination in Churches, employment, housing and 
public service. 


Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt and Assistant Secretary of State Thruston 
B, Morton delivered major addresses as guest speakers at the public meeting on 
the opening night. 


Against a backdrop of world tensions scarcely relieved by armistice in 
Korea, clerical and lay delegates, most of whom were appointed by the thirty 
communions related to the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, 
adopted a message of their fellow-churchmen stating that "two massive realities" 
dominate the world today: revolutionary upheaval in major world areas and con- 
flict between the Soviet world and the free world. It urged Americans to meet 
these major issues by (1) encouraging the "creative possibilities" of the ferments 
in technically less developed areas while helping peoples in revolt to escape 
the dangers of rabid nationalism and Soviet-inspired tyranny, and (2) supporting 
efforts to resist the expansion of Communist totalitarianism while at the same 
time avoiding a third world war, 


"The twin threats of tyranny and war will be with us a long time", the 
Message predicted, "and to carry out their task Christian citizens of America 
must persist in trying to establish oositive conditions for peace and justice, 
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If "military strength seems to most of us to be essential" to the free 
world, even more basic than armed might are "political and economic health, 
social and spiritual vision. 


While present prospects for East-West reconciliationlak dim, the 
Message declared, "it is our Christian faith that God can bring about changes 
that seem beyond human power" and "we refuse to believe that such reconciliation 
is finally impossible." Reiterating the plea voiced in resolutions, the Con- 
ference Message then called on the free societies to negotiate workable agree~- 
ments without compromise of convictions, adding that "in the face of atomic 
death which menaces all mankind" all advances toward armament control and mutual 
trust are "an urgent necessity." 


Encouraging such revisions of the United Nations Charter as may strengtha 


the United Nations, noting that veto power abuses may thereby be lessened though 
such abuses cannot be wholly eliminated until member nations are "won over to a 
new sense of purpose and co-operation, Human organisations are in the hands of 
fallible men", the Wessage concluded, ‘World catastrophe may now result from 
the use of power by men without moral restraint, The thing to fear is not the 
bomb, but man, Here the witness of the Church speaks to the needs of our time," 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY A Cathedral for the Protestants of Munich 


An ecclesiastical event affecting the whole of Bavaria was the ceremony 
of laying the foundation-stone of the new Church of St, Matthew in Munich, 
attended by the lutheran Bishop of Bavaria, Dr Meiser, and many church leaders, 
as well as by prominent representatives of the Government and by Crown Prince 
Rupert of Bavaria. The first Church of St. Matthew, consecrated in 1933, which 
was the mother~church of the Lutheran congregations in Munich and Old Bavaria, 
was pulled down in 1938 at the order of the Gauleiter of those days, the first 
church in Germany to be demolished for "reasons of town planning," 


The Premier, Dr Ehard, in his message of greeting declared that 
"violence and injustice destroyed the old church", and expressed the hope that 
its reconstruction might "be a sign that humility before God has once more found 
a home," 


At a reception held in connection with the ceremony, Bishop Meiser 
described the ups and downs undergone py the faithful of the church, and 
characterised the new building as "a cathedral for the Protestants of Munich." 
Just as the Protestant population had taken part in the restoration of the 
Frauenttirme, declared Canon Abenthum, representing the Archiepiscopal Court of 
Freising, Munich, so the Catholics were anxious to help with the rebuilding of 


the Church of St. Matthew, E.P.S.Geneva 
HUNGARY Chairs of Ecumenical History 


The Synod of the Reformed Church of Hungary has accepted the proposal 
put forward by the Theological Seminaries of Budapest and Debrecen that it 
should establish in each of these institutions a Chair of Ecumenical History and 
Allied Theological Problems, The courses will deal with international Christ- 
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ian movements preceding the establishment of the world Council of Churches, the 
development of the World Council from its foundation, and the views of the Re- 
formed and other Protestant Churches of Hungary on the Council and on various 
problems of unity and ecumenism. The appointees to these new Chairs are, in 
Budapest, Dr Emeric Kadar, chief editor of the Hungarian Church Bulletin and 
head of the External Affairs and Press Department of the Reformed Conventus, and 
in Debrecen, Senior Beno Bekefi, Secretary-General of the Hungarian Ecumenical 
Commission, — £.P.S,Geneva 


The work of "Syndesmos" 


"Syndesmos", the liaison body established in Paris in May of this year 
between various groups of Orthodox youth, has since then taken root in Germany 
and in Britain also. In July representatives of national Orthodox youth groups 
met in Bonn, on the premises of the Old Catholic Church, and a German branch 
was set up. The German group seeks, in addition to its specific duties of co- 
ordinating Orthodox youthwork, to devote itself to the missionary preaching of 
the Orthodox Church in Germany among the rising generation of Orthodox youth, 
Its chairman is a young German lecturer from Hamburg University, Dr Scholz, who 
professes the Orthodox faith. 


A parallel "Syndesmos" Committee has been established in England, and 
has held its first meeting in the Serbian Church in London, Regular meetings 
of representatives from the different "Syndesmos" groups are henceforward to be 
hela each month in Paris, the next to be on November 29. A bulletin entitled 
'Syndesmos"' has already been appearing in Paris in French; the London group 
has brought out an abbreviated English edition of this publication. 


#.P.eS.Geneva 
TANGANYIKA The Summit of Kilimanjaro Named after a lutheran 
Mis sionary 


The Governor of Tanganyika has directed that the topmost peak on Mount 
Kilimanjaro shall be named after Dr Richard Reusch, and shall bear that title in 
all future maps, Thus the highest peak in Africa is to be called by the name 
of a Lutheran missionary who has, in the course of thirty years spent working 
among the Masai and other tribes, climbed Kilimanjaro some fifty times, and done 
some valuable surveying, Since his fiftieth ascent the natives have called him 
"Son of Kibo", after the peak. 


Dr Reusch, who is 62, was sent to Africa thirty years ago by the Leipzig 
Mission, Of German origin, he was. formerly a professor at the University of 
Dorpat, Esthonia. He subsequently served the American Augustana Synod. 

| E.P.S Geneva 


n.wB. Please read in EPS No. 41, page 5, under "World Circulation of Scriptures": 
The United Bible Societies announces that the world circulation of Scriptures 
in the year 1952 was 21,907,378 volumes" (and not 2,907, 378). 
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PAKISTAN | Ni The Christian Minority 


Pakistan is an out-anl-out Muslim state. Its population of 75,687, 000 — 
is divided roughly into 42 millions in Hast Pakistan and 33 millions in west 
Pakistan, out of which approximately 106,510 are Christians in Hast and 400, 000 
in West Pakistan. The Government endeavours "to link it up with the chain of 


| Muslim states stretching along Southern Asia and extended to the heart of 
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Africa," writes the Rev. A, Thakur Das in "News Bulletin of the Near East Christ- 
ian Council" (October 1953). 


| "Pakistan is infused with an extreme form of religious nationalism," the 
article goes on. "The extreme patriotism of an average Pakistani Muslim will 
enable him to put up with a great deal of hardship, but the fact remains there 


are millions in Pakistan who have far less than they should have of food and 


Clothing, An average Pakistani Christian is far poorer than an average Muslim. 


Realizing the gravity of the situation, the Government as well as the Christian 


agencies of the West, have begun to lay new emphasis on rural reconstruction, 
literacy, cottage industries, irrigation, and improved agriculture, 


: "The East Pakistan Christian Council has done excellent work, especially 
in the field of Government relationships," On every deputation to Giyernment 
there have been Roman Catholic representatives in addition to E.P.S.C. delegates. 
This common front of Protestants and Catholics in the approach to Government has 


_ enabled them to achieve what they have. 


As to the question of education, Christian institutions are exempted 
from the daily Islamic worship, although the question of Islamic instruction has 
not yet been fully settled. "Some of the text-bvoks introduced in schools both 
in East and West Pakistan have been the cause of much concern as they contain 
many statements which cannot be accepted by Christians. 


ian AMfovements. Tt is therefore not to be held res passbles or opinions expressed in its nenis il tens. 
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"The problem of management arose in an acute form in East Pakistan when 
the Hast Bengal Government issved new rules for Managing Committees, which meant 
that the effective control of schools no longer remained in the hands of Christ- 
lan bodies concerned, Again strong protests were sent by the Christian author. 
ities stating that the new rules interfered with the primary purpose of Christ- 
ian educational institutions, This phase of the problem has not yet appeared 
in West Pakistan... 


"In West Pakistan the National Christian Council has achieved a marked 
success in fostering mutual understanding amongst the Churches, missions and 
Christian institutions, and in promoting united action in the various spheres 
of work. Lately the Council organised a joint committee on church union, con- 
sisting of five representatives from each of the co-operating Churches in West 
Pakistan. The committee has had several fruitful conferences, Political part- 
ition has drawn the Churches closer together than ever before, and there is a 
new enthusiasm for union, The recent events in China have also brought the 
importance of a United Church to the fore, 


"It has been decided to have one Theological Seminary for our pastors 
and ministers, and all the Churches have decided to co-operate in the United 
Presbyterian Seminary at Gujranwala, This evidently is a great step forward 
toward church union, 


"Pakistan's closest ties of friendship are with other Muslim countries, 
and the Churches of Pakistan should be joined by the closest ties to the Churches 
in Muslim lands, living in the same kind of atmosphere many of our problems are 
the same, and common planning and thinking shovld be of immense benefit..." 


B.P.S Geneva 
INDIA Entry of Missionaries 


Assurance that the Government of India imposes no restriction on the 
purely religious and welfare activity of foreign missionaries (see EPS No. 43) 


was given by Rajkumari (Princess) Amrit Kaur, Minister of Health and the only 
Christian member of the Cabinet, reports Religious News Service (New York), 


This assurance was given in an address to a plenary session of an In- 
ternational Leprosy Conference held in Lucknow in which the Rajkumari paid high 
tribute to the work foreign missionaries have done and are doing in India, 


"The only thing the Government of India desires," the Cabinet Minister 
said, "is that foreign missionaries keep themselves entirely aloof from politic- 
al propaganda and carry out only social welfare and religious work. I have no 
doubt that foreign missionaries will understand and. appreciate the legitimacy 
of this demand and that they will continue to render service, in the education- 
al as well as medical sphere, with that single-minded devotion which is charac- 
teristic of their work and which sets a high standard of service by workers 
whose one aim is to evidence the light of Jesus Christ in their lives by their 
actions rather than by their words, 


"I am also sure", she added, “that they will always be welcome here not 
only in their personal capacities and for the service they render and the example 
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they set but also as harbingers of international goodwill, I am sure, too, 
that they will work with us to relieve distress, to banish ignorance and to 
build up the India of our dreams," 


Similar assurances were given a few days earlier by Premier Nehru to 
Bishop J. Wascom Picket, of the Methodist Church of Dehli, who has expressed 
to India's leader the misgivings foreign mission workers in this country have 


felt for some months. E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN Cornerstone Laid for Christian University Church 


The cornerstone cf the church which will serve the faculty and student 
body of the International Christian University in Japan was set in place by Dr 
Hachiro Yuasa, president of the University, at a ceremony on the campus of the 
college, near Tokio. 


The construction is being financed by Protestants in Iowa, United 
States, and will have a seating capacity of 1000. The first section of the 
church is expected to be completed in time for matriculation ceremonies next 
March. 


Among the speakers at the ceremony were Soichi Saito, General Secretary 
of the Japan Y.M.C.A., and two members of the University Faculty, Dr Emil 
Brunner, noted Huropean theologian from Switzerland, and Dr David Bryn-Jones, 


from the United States. &.P.S,.Geneva 
BRAZIL Towards Presbyterian Reunion 


A Commission of the Christian Presbyterian Church (ICP) was present at 
the recent Synod of the Independent Presbyterian Church (IPI) to give a message 
to this Church, expressing the desire for an organic union of the two denomina- 
tions. 


In 1903 the Presbyterian Church of brazil split into two branches be- 
cause of some divergences considered very serious at that time, This fact was 
the beginning of the IPI which has now many parishes in most of the states of 
Brazil, In view of the centenary commemoration of the beginning of the Presbyt- 
erian mission in Brazil which will take place in 1959, the Churches have been 


considering the possibility of reunion, E.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Conference on Race 


The correspondent of "The Times" in Pretoria reports that the views ex-~ 
pressed by Dr B.B, Keet, of the Theological Seminary of Stellenbosch, at the 
conference held in Pretoria from November 17 to 19, have aroused great public 
interest. The conference was convened by the Federal Mission Council of the 
Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa and attracted leaders of all the 
European (i.e. White) Churches in South Africa (see EPS No, 36). 


"Tt has been shown so far at this conference that there is general un~ 
easiness, to say the least, at measures tending to deprive non-European races 
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of the normal freedoms of civilised peoples, but there is a noticeable difference 
in the caution with which church leaders voice their opinions," writes "The 
Times:! "Dr Keet did not mince words when he said that it was natural to try to 
explain the existence of separate Churches as concern for the independent de- 
velopment of coloured people, 'but this has deceived nobody but ourselves, The 
colour feeling was the real reason.' He urged perseverance in prayer to bring 
about a change of heart to free them from the unreasonable - not to say un- 
Christian - colour and race sentiment from which they all suffered. 


"tHven in our legislation to preserve our so-called white civilisation’, 
he said, 'the mark of Cain is emphasised through prohibition of marriage not 
between believers and unbelievers, Christians and barbarians, but between white 
and coloured. And outside marriage we forbid relations not between white and 
white or coloured and coloured, but between white and coloured and then call it 
an immoral act. What irony!' 


"Archdeacon House, of Johannesburg, said that the fundamental question 
which arose from racial differences was whether such differentiation so qualifi- 
ed. the future of any race that it might be said it was God's will that such a 
race must be for ever in subordination to any other race which happened to have 
been given earlier opportunity of development, 


"The Rev. J.B. Webb, Methodist Church, said that they had not gone far 
in applying fundamental Christian principles when they could not accord to a 
fellow Christian the same unfettered freedom of speech or freedom of movement a 
and association that they themselves enjoyed. 


"The Moderator of the Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church in the Trans- 
vaal, the Hev. C.B. Brink, said that the apartheid policy of the Churches was 
founded not only on practical grounds but also on grounds of principle. It was 
no more the duty of the Church to say what form the constitution should take 
than it was to state what should be the final racial policy of the country. To 
be true to its calling, however, the Church would adopt a critical attitude to 
everything happening around it and lift its voice as soon as violence was done 
to the truth of God's word, But it would respect the rights of secular govern- 
ment as a special institution of God, The Afrikaans-speaking Churches had 


never admitted that all peoples were equal in all respects," B.P.S Geneva 
ITALY "Unitas" Institute Opened 


An institute was inaugurated on November 5, in Rome, in the Salviati 
Palace, which will train a laymen's apostolate to non-Catholics, "Unitas", as 
the movement is known, is headed by Father Charles Boyer, S.J., dean of the 
theological faculty of the Gregorian University. The new institute will offer 
a two-year programme with courses in Catholic faith, church history, liturgy, 
and modern trends inside Protestantism, It was launched with a conference on 
"Houmenicity" conducted by Don Louis Arrighi, of the Church of St Louis des 
Frangais in Rome, Later conferences will deal with "Meeting Dissidents from 
the Orient and Occident," lectures also have been scheduled on Hegel, Nietsche, 
Comte, existentialism, and the Freek Orthodox Church, 
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Since 1950, Salviati Palace has housed a Unitas Foyer", started by 
Father Boyer. The foyer serves as an information centre for non-Catholic 
visitors to Rome who do not know their way around the churches and galleries 
of the city. All of its services are gratis. Last year it assisted about 
1,000 non-Catholics, mainly from Germany, Holland, the United States, Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark, 


Representatives of Unitas emphasise that it aims to create an atmos~ 
phere of mutual sympathy and understanding between Catholics and non-Catholics, 
{ B.P.S Geneva 


Photographic Display at Evanston Assembly 


Plans are being made for a Photegraphic Display in a convenient build- 
ing on the Northwest campus during the ivanston Assembly of the world Council 
of Churches (August 1954), The provisional title is ''The Church, the Churches, 
and the World Council of Churches." The aim is to provide a display which will 
show the Churches in action throughout the world, the Churches co-operating in 
different phases of their life, the growth of the ecumenical movement and the 
work cf the World Council, 


An appeal is now being issued for any outstanding photographs which 
might help the organisers of this display. Because of the world scope of the 
Assembly and its meaning to the Churches, the appeal is being directed at 
Churches and individuals throughout the world, Photos and suggestions should 
be marked "Photographic Display" and sent to 17, route de Malagnou, Geneva, 


H.P.S.Geneva 
PRANCE The Worker-Priests 


On their return from Rome, whither they went recently to give their 
views on the subject of the worker-priests (see EPS No, 36), Cardinals Liénart, 
Gerlier and Feltin published the following statement: ‘ 

After going on ten years, the worker-priest experiment as it has 
hitherto taken shape is impossible to maintain in its present form, On the 
other hand, in its anxiety to preserve the contact established between itself 
and the working-class world by the pioneers of this apostolate, the Church 
readily agreas that priests wio have shown adequate abilities should carry on 
a priestly apostolate amid purely working-class surroundings, It requires, 
however, that: 


They be specially selected by their Bishops; 


They be given sound and suitable training both in doctrine and in 
acting as spiritual directors; 


They perform manual. labour only for a limited period, in order that 
their ability to comply with all the demands made on them by their priestly 
calling may be safeguarded; 


They undertake no secular commitment capable of involving them in 
trade-union or other responsibilities, which should be left to laymen; 
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They should not live in isolation, but should be attached to a commun- 
ity of priests or to a parish, and should play a certain part in parish 
affairs. Be Poo Geneva 


‘ World Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


The pamphlets which were published over a period of many years by the 
late Abbé Paul Couturier, who died in March of this year, for the World Week 
of Prayer by Christians for Christian Unity (January 15-25) are to continue to 
come out. 


'In bringing out the 1954 pamphlet," writes Fr, Maurice Villain, "we 
should like to mention that it is almost wholly the work cf Abbé Couturier, 
The first few pages have been kept intact: the Abbé wrote them for the use of 
those coming across the problem of unity for the first time, Then come a 
number of suggestions in extension of his thought. Just as he asked us two 
years ago to turn our prayer to the Lund Conference (Faith and Order), so this 
year we shall seek to call the blessing of the Holy Spirit on the Evanston 
Assembly (World Council of Churches), and we shall likewise recall, in a spirit 
of contrition and of Christian love, the nine hundred years of the Hastern 
schism, It is once more the thought of Evanston which has determined the choice 
of the Holy Hour, on hope, (It is to be hoped that the text suggested will be 
unhesitatingly prayed by all Christians.) And the ikon of Christ glorified, 
His gesture reminding us that He died upon the Cross - the design is by Eric 
de Saussure, one of the Brethren of Taizé - sums up the Sole Hope of the Church 
and the world," 


The pamphlet notes that "we are face to face with a new historical 
phenomenon, unique in the annals of Christianity - that of all the Christian 
groups climbing, independent yet parallel, of gigantic spiritual powers of in- 

| tercession all converging on that same gigantic sorrow, the separation of 
Christians, and that same intense yearning, for the coming of the visible one- 
ness of the Kingdom of God as Christ desires it, by such means as He shall 
desire: . 


"Prefigured in the movement of hearts towards the same Lord Jesus, will 
not the union of all Christians be achieve some day in the perfect calm of 
unity? Not, of course, a cheap unity, the result of a highest~common-factor 
faith, but the unity for which Christ prayed and still prays to all eternity, 
for any other unity would be a betrayal of the Truth, which all Christians 
would reject with horror," 


The pamphlet sets forth the following individual subjects for prayer 
for each day of the week: 


January 18 ; unity of all Christians 
u 19 : sanctification of the Catholics 


" 20 ; sanctification of the Orthodox 

e 2l : sanctification of the Anglicans 

4 22 : sanctification of the lutherans (or of all Protestants) 

a 23: sanctification of the Reformed (or of the Jews) 

f 24 : sanctification of all other Protestants (or of all. non- 
Christians ) 

y 25 : unity of all men in the charity and truth of Christ. 
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"There are, in this year of 1954," goes on Fr, Villain, two great 
ecumenical subjects for which we are asked to pray. 


"In August 1954, the world Council of Churches, representing practically 
all the non-Catholic Christian groups, and carrying on a work which is clearly 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, is to hold its second General Assembly in Evanston, 
United States, The theme, ‘Christ the Hope of the World,' is of the highest 
importance for the future of the ecumenical movement. Let us pray God that that 
theme be considered in all the futiess of Revelation - it is Christ, crucified 
and risen, Who is the Hope of the Church and the world," The pamphlet suggests 
that those using it should join in the intercession proposed by the organisers 
of the Assembly, asking God to bless those responsible for its organisation 
and to bless the enterprise itself. 


The second subject relates to the rupture between the Church of Rome 
and the Eastern Orthodex Churches in 1054, ‘Whatever its very complex causes," 
runs the pamphlet, "let us simply admit that we are all responsible for .ts con~ 
tinuation, and that we must all ask of God that it may eventually come to an 
end, Let us realise all the spiritual treasures developed by those Churches, 
which a recovery of unity would enable us to offer up together to our Lord." 


Pamphlets can be obtained free of charge from Abbé Vincent, rue Royet 
5, Lyons. However contributions to cover the cost of printing and mailing would 


~be welcome. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Dr Visser 't Hooft Addresses Broadcasters 


Dr W.A, Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, was the honoured guest at a luncheon for radio and television executives 
at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, New York, The luncheon was given by Dr James W. 
Kennedy, who will be in charge of broadcasting arrangements in connection with 
the Second Assembly of the World Council of Caurches to be held at Evanston in 
1954. Those attending included executives of broadcasting companies and persons 
specifically concerned with their religious broadcasting programmes. 


Dr Visser 't Hooft, explaining the plans for the Assembly, referred to 
it as the "parliament" of the young and vigorous World Council of Churches. The 
World Council itself he explained in terms of member Churches which, while not 
yet able to come together as one Church, are still sufficiently ashamed of their 
disunity to want to discover ways in which they can come together for specific 
purposes and carry out common programmes, As an example of such working to- 
gether, Dr Visser 't Hooft mentioned the W.C.C. programme of inter-church aid 
and service to refugees, He revealed that a new organisational challenge now 
emerges out of the very popularity of the World Council, and the fact that 
everywhere people consider it a high privilege to serve on its commissions and 
committees or to work on World Council projects. 


Explaining the themes which will be dissussed at the Assembly and the 
facilities for sharing these discussions and findings with the people of the 
world, Dr Visser 't Hooft told the broadcasting people that the Church must be- 
come increasingly aware of its own respensibility to find new forms and methods 


YY 
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for breaking through the isolation of the Church into the world, of mobilising 
its laity so they can be ambassadors of the Church in the world, and that the 
Church must not become "scared" because its message is sometimes misunderstood, 
but must go on trying again and again to make the word of the Lord known in its 
ecumenical -— world-wide - context, 


Referring to the overall assembly theme of "Christian Hope", Dr Visser 
't Hooft said that the greatest illness in the world today is either hopeless- 
ness or reliance on false hopes, The Vhurch, he said, must remind itself of 
' its task in this deep spiritual realm to clarify its own thinking, in its own 
mind, and then to communicate those convictions not in terms of a theological 
ivory tower, but in language and by media the people of the world understand, 
H.eP.S. Geneva 


The Significance of the Ecumenical Movement for 
World Peace 


"Tt is the duty of the Churches belonging to the ecumenical movement to 
create a public opinion everywhere whereby the watchword shall ring out from 
all papers, all gatherings, all Churches right across the world, ‘War is a 
crime!'" This statement was made by the Bishop of Berlin, Dr bineliue, who in 
the course of his visit to Denmark addressed pastors and students in the Carmel 
Mission House at Aarhus, and in the University of Copenhagen, on the signifi- 
cance of the ecumenical movement for the preservation of peace. 


All responsible churchmen must, he said, ask themselves, "What can we 
do to avert war?" Only one thing was essential - men must learn to think in a 
new way. The Church should create an atmosphere which counteracted the perils 
of war, Efforts for union could unquestionably lead to a United States of 
Europe. "But, the Bishop declared, “only a union which includes Russia and 
Poland can prevent war, God desires that not merely the individual but the 
nations should abandon their egotism. What is a utopia today can be reality 
tomorrow, The Church of Jesus Christ would be a poor affair if it did not have 
utopias which are after God's own heart, and nothing can be more after God's 
heart than for nations to cease to wish for war, and instead to work together 


in His name." E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE Pastor Boegner's Farewell to his Parish 


On Sunday, October 24, Pastor Mare Boegner, who is one of the Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches, took farewell of his parishioners in the Pro- 
testant church of Passy, Paris. A quarter of an hour before the service began 
the church was full. 


Pastor Boegner took as the text of his sermon the passage in which St. 
Paul bids farewell to the elders of Ephesus: "And now, brethren, I commend’ you to 
God, and to the word of his grace", Once again he proclained the Gospel of 
grace, applying it most accurately and practically to the members of the parish 
of Passy. 


(Pastor Boegner remains in activity and is still President of the 
French Protestant Federation). E.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN ae Orthodox Service of Thanksgiving 


The Association of the Representatives of the Orthodox Churches in 
Great Britain was established for the spiritual care and moral and social wel~ 
fare of some tens of thousands Orthodox refugees of different nationalities 


_ scattered all over Great Britain. 


Very conscious of the assistance Ja by the British Council of 


Churches, through the Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service, the members of the 


Association, desiring to “express their gratitude for the understanding, fellow- 


ship and help received from their British friends and Churches," celebrated a 
pan-Orthodox liturgy on November 29. The thanksgiving service, held at the 


Serbian Orthodox Church of St. Sava in London, was "an expression of the unity 


of faith and worship among the Orthodox Churches, as well as the reality of 
i rapes that binds together all national Orthodox Aenea 


The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom was Leyesracee by the i eye 


ais Athenagoras of Thyateira, President of the Association, assisted by 


‘Bishop Mathew of the Polish Orthodox Church and by the representatives of the 
- Orthodox Chur che s in Great Britain, The Anglican Lishop of London preached the 
sermon. . 

t 


The Association is administered by a Committee of representatives of 


= ‘the Estonia, Greek, Latvian, Polish, Rumanian, Russian, Serbian and Ukrainian 


_ Orthodox Churches in Great Britain, eee an Geneva 


‘ 
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UNITED STATES Evanston Study Conference at Chicago 


A conference to study the 1954 World Council of Churches Assembly 
topics was held at Chicago from November 16 to 19, The opening address was 
given by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. Study groups discussed the themes of the forthcoming Evanston 
Assembly. In conjunction with the conference, the William Henry Hoover Lectures 
on Christian Unity were given by President Conrad Bergendoff of Augustana 
College, Under the general topic of "One Holy Catholic Apostolic Church," Dr 
Bergendoff gave four lectures: "The Church apostolic," "The Holiness of the 
Church," "The Church Catholic't and "The Unity of the Holy Catholic Apostolic 
Church," Dr Bergendoff has been a leading Lutheran participant in the ecumen- 
ical movement ever since his close association with Archbishop Sdoderblom during 


his student days in Upsala. #.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES General Board of National Council of Churches Meets 


President Eisenhower at a luncheon meeting of the General Board of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA in Washington, told the 
churchmen that "if there is one word which could define free government it is 
co-operation." He declared that "The Magna Carta, our Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man, were certainly nothing 
else than an attempt on the part of man to state that in government would be 
recognised the principles of the equality of man, the dignity of man. And this 
is a completely false premise unless’ we recognise a Supreme Being in front of 
whom we are equal," 


Dr W.As Visser 't Hooft, General Secretery of the World Council of 
Churches, addressing the meeting, said that the Second Assembly of the World 
Council in Evanston will test whether the uniting power of Christian faith is 
stronger than the forces which foster division. He described as "abysmal" the 
lack of infcrmation that most member Churches of the World Council have about 
other member denominations, "There is a widespread desire," he said, "for 
Christian unity, but few are willing to pay the price for it," 


Attacking the problem of housing the General Board issued a statement 
that "millions of Americans dwell in indecent and overcrowded housing and in 
congested slum areas without elementary necessities for wholesome community, 
family, and personal living." The statement said bad housing contributed to 
juvenile delinquency and a host of moral and social evils. One amendment de- 
clared that "the Churches, church-related institutions, and individual members 
should look quite carefully into their’own ownership of sub-standard housing." 
On the subject of segregation and racial discrimination in housing, the Nation- 
al Council leaders called on church members to support "every sound and reason~ 
able effort to put an end to exelusion of any person on account of race, colour, 
creed or national origin from equal opportunity to rent or purchase living 
accommodation .' 


Dr Roswell P, Barnes was named Associate General Secretary of the 
National Souncil of Churches, He is at present Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Division of Cliistian Life and Work of the National Council of 
Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 


No, 45 - December 4, 1953 / 3m 329 


Together to be His Witnesses 


"Together to be His Witnesses" is the title of a Study Guide to the 
Evanston Assembly, written by Ralph Douglas Hyslop, In ten brief and inform- 
ative chapters, this 36 page~booklet presents the Main Theme and the sub-topics 
of the World Council of Churches Assembly as they will be considered by the 
delegates next August. Using as his sources the work done by Preparatory Com- 
missions, Dr Hyslop has provided for church members a means of understanding 
the great issues with which the Assembly will. deal. Ths Second Assembly of 
the W.C.C. is portrayed in its historical setting, and the Main Theme, Christ 
the Hope of the World, is made the basis for a thorough consideration of the 
subjects with which the sections will deal. The beoklet is written for lay 
members of Churches and relates the concerns of Evanston to the life and thought 
of the local Church and the daily decisions of its members, Questions are pro- 
vided to stimulate discussion and heighten the interest of the reader in a, 
search for the Christian answer to contemporary problems. The Study Guide 
thus provides the local Church, for the first time, with the full story of 
Evanston and an opportunity to share in its thought and influence its results. 
The booklet will be of considerable assistance to member Churches and National 
Councils, in connection with their preparations for Evanston. 


The English edition can be ordered from the Study Department of the 
World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, at a price of 50 Swiss 
centimes, German and French translations are being prepared for publication 
and can be also ordered from the Study Department, Other translations will be 


done in Holland, Sweden and some other countries, E.P.S. Geneva 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS Christian Family Conference 


The Philippine Federation of Christian Churches and the International 
Missionary Council will jointly sponsor an Hast Asia Christian Family Life Con- 
fexence to be held in Manila, November 2-16, 1954. The theme chosen for the 
meeting is "The Christiarf Family in Changing Kast Asia," Special emphasis will 
be placed on leadership training designed to prepare delegates to return to 
their own countries ready to train other leaders in Christian family life work, 
Background studies are planned to show the changes in each country as they 
affect family life. These should make delegates aware of the situation in 
their home countries, and ready to share them with the total group. The prin- 
ciples of marriage guidance counselling and human development and relation- 
ships in the family will receive major attention. 


Delegates will come from Asia, the United States and England. 


#.P.o.Geneva 
FIJI ISLANDS Three Churches Opened 


Three big Protestant churches have been opened recently in the Pacific 
Island groups of Samoa, the Fijis and the Tongas. 


Newest is the great "mother church" for Samoan Methodists at Apia 
which was dedicated during a week-long celebration early in October, 
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In Suva, Holy Trinity Cathedral of the (Anglican) Diocese of Polynesia 
was consecrated last May, and.earlier in the year a magnificent new 3,000-seat 
Methodist church, said to be the largest in the entire Southern Hemisphere, was 
opened at Tongatabu in the Tongas, 


. Dedication of the 1,200-seat concrete church at Apia, built and financed 
largely by the Samoans themselves, was marked by one of the biggest celebrations 
the islands have had in years. In order to hold the crowds to manageable pro- 
portions, Methodist communities in some 250 Samoan villages were given a quota 

of five seats each at the dedication service. But nearly 12,000 persons were 
accommodated in the half-mile long shelter specially built for the thanksgiving 
feast that followed. More than 100 roast pigs and mountains of fish and other 
native delicacies were prepared for the meal. 


The three closely-knit island groups are among the world's most Christ- 
ianised areas - the Fiji islanders being about 99 per cent Christians and the 
Samoans 98 per cent. About 65 per cent of the Samoans are affiliated with the 
London Missionary Society, 19 per cent are Roman Catholics and about 13 per 
cent of that island group's population belong to the Samoan Methodist Church. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES | IncreasedGiving Reported 


American church-members are giving more money than ever before for 
missionary and welfare enterprises, reported the Rev. Thomas K, Thompson, 
executive director of the Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


Total annual contributions from members of 46 Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox Churches in the United States have risen by 8.9 percent to a record 
total of nearly a billion and a half dollars. But the most noteworthy fact was 
an outstanding increase of 14,8 percent in benevolence giving - contributions 
that support home and foreign missicns, overseas relief and reconstruction, and 
church welfare enterprises like orphanages, homes for the aged, and hospitals. 


Total contributions reported by the 46 denominations, with a combined 
U.S. membership of 37,933,423, came to $1, 401,114,217, Mr. Thompson said, as 
-against the previous year's total of $1, 286,323,160. Most of the denominational 
reports covered all or part of the 1952 fiscal year, 


The average church member's total yearly contribution rose from 
$38,99 to 41.94, an increase of 7,6 percent. ‘The difference in percentage gain 
comes from the growth in membership of the reporting Churches. 


Average per capita giving for benevolences went up $1.01 per member, 
from $3.56 to $4.57. 


For foreign missions alone, 40 church bodies reported an increase of 
more than $3,000,000 in one year, Although the average gift per member rose 
only from $1.38 to $1.45, the year's total rose from $50,172,726 to $53, 383,703 
given to support mission churches, schools, hospitals and other services over- 
seas. 


Se 
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The highest per member giving, the report showed, was reported by the . 
Seventh “Day Adventists, with a yearly average of $165.26 from each member, Four 
other denominations reported annual per member contributions of more than $100: 
the Wesleyan Methodists, the Brethren in Christ, the Church of the Nazarene, and 
the Orthodox Presbyterians, 


The largest total giving was reported by the Methodist Church, whose 
9,180,428 members gave an average of $31.57 each; the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion reported the second highest total and the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. came 
third, 


Six major Protestant bodies in Canada reported a record total of 
$53,153,103 in annual contributions, an increase of 12 percent, compared to the 


total U.S. gain of 8.9 percent, E.P.o. Geneva 
GOLD COAST Jubilee of the Ewe Church 


For the thirtieth anniversary of the date on which the Evangelical 
Ewe Church of the Gold Coast, in the British and French mandated territories of 
Togoland, became an independent church, and also in commemoration of the arrival 
of the first missionary more than a hundred years ago, the head of the mission 
there, Pastor E, Ramsauer, of the North German Missionary Society, the parent 
mission of the Ewe Church, recently embarked on a two months' tour of the whole 
Togoland area. 


He reports, "The parishes of the Ewe Church extend well beyond. the 
southern coastal provinces of Togoland and the west African Gold Coast, nearly 
three hundred miles into the interior." The membership has long exceeded the 
100,000 mark, In addition, there are numerous African members scattered all 
along the west coast of Africa, from the Congo in the south to the Senegal in 
the north. As well as the hundreds of young African students in the colleges 
of Africa, BHurope and America, there are members of every social stratum in the 
Ewe Churches - peasants, fishermen, artisans, traders, clerks and professional 
men. 


An impressive testimony of the Ewe parishes' love and loyalty was con- 
tained in the greetings of the African pastors with whom Dr Ramsauer stayed. 
"We pray for a deeper and more lasting link between ourselves and your mission, 
which called us into being," declared the representative of the Amedzofe 
churches at the reception of their guest, They then unloaded the gifts they 
had brought for him. "Accept in memory and token of our love a length of local 
material, a stick, a pair of sandals for yourself and an African winding-robe 
for your wife from the same material. That means we have adopted you as one of 
us, and shall always think of you as such," said the elder, 


A further expression of gratitude for the help they had received was 
the money contributions and the carved communion--chalices presented by three 
African parishes for the newly-launched missionary and deacon work cf the 
Society in Japan. "The resolute missionary purpose of the older Suropean Christ- 
ian Churches," they assured their visitor, "has been a spur to us to tackle with 
enthusiasm the missionary task among the peoples of our own continent," Another 
parish simply presented Pastor Ramsauer with five guineas in aid of missionary 
work in Japan, 
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At the jubilee celebrations of the Ewe Church, in Keta, in addition to 
the thousands from round about, there poured in countless visitors from the 
missions of four continents; forty+five mission workers from North America, 
Scotland, France, Switzerland and Germany all joined in thanksgiving for God's 
mercies to this African people. Who would have dr2amed of such a thing a 
hundred years ago? A particular highlight of the celebrations was the comme- 
moration, at the cemetery, of the graves of the 23 missionaries and African 
mission workers buried in Keta alone. 


The ecumenical trend in world missions today was strikingly demon- 
strated when the leading French, American and German delegates visited French 
Togoland, and all of them one after another, delivered messages and greetings 
in their three European tongues, An African pastor accompanying them translat- 
ed the addresses to the church members present, and then translated their 
replies back into English- an unprecedented occasion in the history of these 


Churches, B.ePS. Geneva 
GERMANY Kirchentag in the Eastern Zone 


The President of the German Evangelical Church Rally (Kirchentag), Dr. 
Reinold von Thadden, accompanied by Dean Gruber, the Evangelical Church's 
official representative to the Government of the German Democratic Republic, 
recently paid a visit to the Deputy Premier. Herr Otto Nuschke expressed 
appreciation of the organising committee's intention to hold the forthcoming 
1954 Kirchentag ir dastern Germany, and indicated that his Government might be 
prepared to accord it their support. The East German Kirchentag Committees of 
the various provinces sitting in conference at the same time decided on Leipzig 
as the site of the gathering, at the invitation of the Lutheran Church of 


Saxony. The last Kirchentag was held in Hamburg this summer. E.P.9.Geneva 
GERMANY Prof. Bultmann's Theology Under Fire 


The Conference of Bishops of the United Evangelical Iutheran Church of 
Germany (VELKD), by its statement issued on the last Sunday before Advent con- 
cerning the "demythologisation" of the New Testament, once more subjected the 
long-contested thesis put forward by Prof, Rudolf Bultmann, of Marburg, to a 
cross-fire of criticism, 


Bultmann's queries start from the premise that the whole conception of 
the world and of history reflected in the New Testament is based on complete 
fable. Thus he holds that even the pronouncements on the Virgin Birth, Re- 
surrection and Ascension of Christ, the Last Judgment, the end of the world and 
the Second Coming of the Lord, contain elements of fable which modern man with 
his scientifically-trained intellect cannot accept, But the Christian message, 
he goes on, is not essentially bound up with this ancient conception of the 
universe, The task of theology is hence to "entmythologisieren" (demythotogise 
or un-fable), i.e. to strip the scales of temporally-conditicned patterns for 
the representing of Divine truth from the Revelation of truth itself. 


This study scheme has caused very considerable turmoil at all levels, 


right down to the individual parishes, The statement by the Lutheran Bishops 
expresses this uneasiness, referring as it does to the danger that such "de- 
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mythologisation" of the New Testament lay lead to a depreciation, or even com- 
plete loss, of the whole content of the Christian message, I1t is described as 
being the task of further theological exposition to preserve the purity of 
Christian doctrine from this danger, though this does not entail condemnation 
of Bultmann,. 


Other church authorities have noted unfortunate connotations and con- 
clusions attaching to Bultmann's theology. The Chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, Bishop Dibelius, at the pan-German synod in 
Hamburg last year spoke against any censorship by the Church on works of theo- 
logical scholarship. The Council had been repeatedly urged to pronounce judg- 
ment concerning Bultmann's publications, but considered that it had no entitle- 
ment to intervene in theological decisions. Admittedly, the Bishop went on, 
the leaders of the Church must, while fully respecting the seriousness of 
Bultmann's questions, still express their concern as to the effect of his theo- 
logy. A memorandum from the Tiibingen Faculty of Divinity had, indeed, also 
indicated the danger of a misinterpretation and voiding of the New Testament 
message, but had not arrived at any united general pronouncement. 


A clearer view had been expressed in an appreciation by the Theologic- 
al College of Bethel, which stated that "demythologisation" altered the facts 
of the history of salvation, and broke up the essence of what had to be wit- 
nessed-to, Bishop Haug, of Wurttemberg, described Bultmann's work as erroneous 
from the very beginning: the Church was under obligation to meet it with the 
most outright contradiction and the most explicit warning, On the other hand, 
the Synod of the province of Hesse had accepted Bultmann's views as a legitimate 
theological concern: his findings were admittedly in no way binding on the 
Church, but the Church must not, if it had a proper regard for truth, break 
off the theological discussion of them. 


Nor did the Conference of Bishops desire to prevent the continuation of 
such a discussion; indeed, it sought to encourage this. In a letter of 
elucidation appended to the statement, Bishop Meiser writes: "There was not, 
as had been expected by many, a pronouncement of sentence for heresy. The 
Lutheran General Synod in Flensburg in 1952 did not prescribe to the Conference 
of Bishops the way it should go in drawing up the clarification of these 
questions which it had been asked to produce. On the contrary, it was very 
much aware that the problems of a 'demythologisation! of the New Testament thus 
linked with the name of Rudolf Bultmann had raised questions which could neither 
be resolved ‘ex cathedra! nor, in the long run, evaded without serious danger 


to the Church," E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN "The Kingship of Christ" Translated into 
Japanese 


"The Kingship of Christ," the bock written in 1948 by the General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr w.A, Visser 't Hooft, in exposi- 
tion of the latest develonmentse in European theology, has now been published 
in Japanese by the firm Shinkyo Shuppansha, Tokyo. E.P.S.Geneva 
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& on Ecumenical Work Camps, 1954 


; In 1954, the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches will 

-- sponser ecumenical work camps in twenty countries: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, 

inland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, 

_ Lebanon, Malaya, the Netherlands, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Sweden, Thailand 
_ and the United States. | | | i i 


These work camps are part of the whole task of the Youth Department to 
help young people understand and participate in the movement towards greater 
unity and wider witness of the Christian Church. Through these camps, it also 
helps the Churches to see their responsibility for young people within and out- 
side the Church, Each project is a ministry to a particular need. The work 

camps programme is a demonstration of the Church at work throughout the world 
in witness to its Lord, in service to His people. Leahey 
These camps require simple hard work in a spirit of service, and adapt- 
ability to strange and sometimes difficult living conditions, an appreciation 
of the convictions, the ways of worship and the different backgrounds of others. 
They offer opportunities of Christian witness in work and worship, study and | 
play, and participation in the life and work of the world-wide Christian Church. 
erat § BENG, Ve seo : B.reoeGeneva 


| The Church and Rural Youth 


7 Packets of material on "The Church and Rural Youth", prepared by the 
_-Youth Departments of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of 
Christian Education have been mailed to 550 national correspondents of the two | 
- Youth Departments going to more than 75 countries in all parts of the world. 
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The aim 
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The packets, which have. been in preparation for a year, draw on rural materials 
produced in eleven countries: Brazil, the Caribbean, Egypt, England, Germany, 
India, Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philippines and the United States, 


The object of this material, as explained in the covering letter signed 
by Miss Jean M, Fraser of the WCC and Miss Wilmina Rowland of the WCCHSSA, is 
"to help national interdenominational youth groups in developing a programme 
among rural youth, through providing materials from many parts of the world on 
various aspects of work that can be done by rural church youth." Included are 
the Philippine 4-H Club Handbook, U.N. statistical charts regarding persons en- 
gaged in rural work in various countries, a leaflet from Germany on "Young 
Christians in the Disintegrating Village" and a reprint from India on "Youth 
Works in Village India," a comprehensive bibliography on village improvement, a 
special bibliography on worship in the rural church, reports of a rural institute 
in india, and rural training centre in Nigeria, and a youth congress in Brazil, 


Emphasised is the Christian concept of stewardship of land and talents, 
and training for and acceptance of leadership. All those who receive the packet 
are being urged to put the contents to work, through the proper channels in their 
own country. B.P.S.Geneva 


The Universal Week of Prayer of the World Evangelical Alliance 


The observance of the Universal Week of Prayer of the World Evangelical 
Alliance will take place from January 3 to 10, 1954. The Alliance has been 
responsible for arranging this Week of Prayer since 1846, 


The call to prayer has been signed by the heads of Christian Churches 
in Great Britain and overseas as well as by representatives of the various. Bible 
and Missionary societies, with whose co-operation the topics for prayer are 
circulated throughout the world and translated into many different languages. 


The topics for prayer in 1954 have as their general theme the Miracles 
of Christ. ‘We are to be reminded as we pray," states the letter of invitation, 
"of His supernatural grace and power, It is a sad fact that all too often our 
effectiveness in prayer is hampered by our small conception of God and His abil- 
ity to grant our requests, Yet ‘with God all things are possible,'! and ‘Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day and for ever.,' Therefore in His name 
we may come boldly to the throne of grace, fully assured that God is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, and that He is the reward 


of them that diligently seek Him," B.P.S.Geneva 
EGYPT Christian Instruction in Public Schools 


Bible lessons and Christian ethics will be introduced soon in the 
government-run schools of Moslemfpypt and the courses given by regular government 
paid instructors. In the past, only Islam has been taught in the government 
schools, Under the new policy, all Christian students will receive Christian 
instruction during the same period when Moslem pupils are studying their own 
religion. Textbooks for the Christian classes are to be published by the govern- 
ment press, which already has printed an outline of the curriculum, E.P.S.Geneva 
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NEW ZEALAND Anglicans Interested in Church Union 


The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Christchurch has adopted a re- 
solution urging the Church's General Synod to appoint delegates to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Church Union which now represents the Presbyterian, Method- 
ist and Congregational Churches of New Zealand (see EPS No, 43). The resolution 
expressed the hope that the New Zealand Anglican Church "will not delay discus- 
sions on Church Union.! 


The Very Rev. Martin G, Sullivan, Dean of Christchurch, told the Synod 
that adoption of the resolution would not commit members to any policy but would 
provide the machinery to negotiate and be "a gesture of goodwill" on the part of 


Anglicans. 3 E.P.o.Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND Catholic Youth Invite Protestants to Join x 


Cheistmas Campaign 


The Catholic Youth Movement in New Zealand has invited Protestant 
youth groups throughout the Dominion to co-operate in its "Put Christ Back into 
Christmas" campaign this year. 


The Catholic group has conducted a drive for a more religious observance 


of Christmas for the past several years. Hi. isd ~Geneva 
BURMA \ Christian Home Week 


A Christian Home Festival was held in Burma, November 22-29, Emphasis 
was on the theme "Strong Families Make a Strong Nation," Among the daily themes 
were "Christ-like Living Makes the Family Strong," "Pure Living Makes the Family 
Strong,' "The Strong Family Plays, Eats, and Worships Together," "Co-operation 
Makes the Family Strong," "The Christian Family's Responsibility to the Nation," 


Literature made available for the occasion included a twelve-week 
study guide published in five of the main languages of Burma, also worship 
services, dramatic presentations, and a special hym'"Love at Home," A magazine 
"The Christian Home" also published in five languages, by the Christian Liter- 
ature Society, Rangoon, offers help in such areas as "The Beginning of Democracy 
is in the Home," ‘Worries of Parents," and "Use of Money," 'Skill in home-making," 
says the prospectus, "depends on the efficiency of parents to handle the common 
problems of every-day life.!!' The Society has also published a handbook for 
pastors on "Family Counselling," which includes articles on the Biblical back- 
ground of marriage, pre-marital counselling and problems face by youth, 


B.P.0.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Cherry Trees Offered 


Cherry trees will be given to Churches and organisations all over the 
United States which make special contributions to the new International Christ- 
ian University in Japan (see EPS No. 45), For each gift of $250 received after 
January 1, 1954, the contributing Church or organisation wll receive a Japanese 
cherry tree as a token of appreciation from the Japan International Christian 
University Foundation in New York. BoP.o. Geneva 
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INDIA First Christian Film in Hindi 


The first motion picture on a Christian theme to use the Hindi language 
is under production in Jabalpur, Central India. Called "The Transformed Life", 
it is based on the story of the tax-collector Zacchaeus and his meeting with 
JESUS. 


The production is sponsored by the National Christian Council of India, 
Filming is taking place on the campus of Leonard Theological College. Produc- 
tion crews and actors were recruited from the College's staff and student body. 
They represent twelve Protestant denominations. 


"The Transformed Life" is scheduled to be the feature film of the 1954 
All-Asia Audio-Visual Conference. Primarily made for showing in Asian coun- 


tries, the movie also will be shown in Africa, E,.P.S.Geneva 
KENYA First Christian Chief Invested 


(Nairobi):- Thousands of Kenyan children chanted hymns beneath the 
snows of Kilimanjaro mountain as Sylvanus Kaaya, a former lutheran mission boy, 
became the first Christian chief of the Wameru tribe of Tanganyika. 


Enthusiasm reached a high pitch as Chief Sylvanus, in a cloak of leo- 
pard skin and head-dress of black and white colobus monkey skins, received his 


emblems of authority - a rungu (club) and a fly switch, Bei .5eGeneva 
UNITED STATES | Chicago Ecumenical Institute 


Thirteen seminaries are co-operating in plans for the Chicago Ecumenic-— 
al Institute to be held August 2-13, 1954, prior to the Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at Evanston. 


; The Institute will give special attention to theology and Biblical 
thought important in the ecumenical movement. lectures, seminars, ecumenical 
worship, conferences with faculty leaders and visits to places of church in- 
terest will be offered, Dr Arthur Cushman McGiffert, president of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary, will be the chairman of the Institute, 


Sessions will be held simultaneously on the campuses of Bethany Biblic- 
al Seminary, Chicago Theological Seminary, Disciples Divinity House, the Divin- 
ity School of the University of Chicago, Meadville Theological School, Garrett 
Biblical Institute, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, and McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


Housing for an expected 1,500 participants will be provided by Baptist 
Missionary Training School, Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, and North 
Park Theological Seminary. 


Two other co-operating schools are Chicago Lutheran Seminary and 
Evangelical Theological Seminary. B.P.S.Geneva 
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the Christian Broadcasting 


The World Committee for Christian Broadcasting, which is working for 
co-operation between Christian radio and television organisations in all parts 
of the world, recently published the first issue of its quarterly periodical 
"The Christian Broadcaster,"' The Euronean editor, Pastor H.i.. von Meyenn, of 
Germany, states in an accompanying letter that this paper will appear in English 
and German, and is intended to become, by means of its influence in all five 
continents, an important instrument for the fostering of ecumenical co-opera- 
tion,'' The volume, which is seventy pages long, contains an account of the 
first consultation on this vital subject, held at Bossey, near Geneva, at the 
end of April 1953 (see EPS No, 18), at which an international exchange of pro- 
grammes and information was deliberated, In addition, there was discussion 
of the establishment of radio-stations for mission work, and of the prepara-— 
tions for the radio reporting of the forthcoming Assembly in Evanston, next 
years 


The consultation in Bossey was attended by representatives of broad- 
casting and television organisations from Peru, the United States, Germany, 
Great Britain, the Netherlands, and Switzerland, and by guests including the 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr Visser 't Hooft, and 


three of his colleagues,, BP. .Geneva 
Als Ecumenical Frizegiving 


The competition organised in the spring of this year by the Hungarian 
Ecumenical Commission aroused lively interest among the students at the theo- 
logical academies of the Reformed and Lutheran Churches, which are represented 
on the Commission. The prizegiving ceremonies were held on November 4 at the 
Reformed theological academy in Budapest, with Dean Pap in the chair, and on 
November 5 at the Reformed theological academy of Decrecen, in the presence of 
Bishop John Péter, 


The following subjects had been fixed by the Commission: "The Unity 
of the Church in the Bible," "Our Responsibility for the Unity of the Church," 
"The Concept of Peace in the New Testament," "The Biblical Concept of Hope", 
and "The Protestant Pastors in the Takezki and 1948-9 Wars of Independence," 


The papers submitted demonstrate that the training of pastors is gain- 
inf more and more importance in the life of the Church; this is the reason for 
the special interest taken by the young students of the academies in ecumenic-— 
al problems and historical subjects, particularly in the period of the Wars of 


Independence, B.P.S,Geneva 
GERMANY ‘The Oldest Bible Society in the World 


The von Canstein Bible Foundation, the oldest Bible society in the 
world, which had its headquarters for over two hundred years in Halle-~an-der- 
Saale, has moved to the West and is now working side by side with the Privile- 
gierte Wirttembergische Bibelanstalt as a body not merely disseminating but 
producing Bibles, Further printings are to be undertaken in collaboration with 
noted artists and draughtsmen with a view to providing Bible~readers with a 
model format for the Book of Books. i.P,o. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Friends of World Council Hear Preview of Assembly 
Some 290° “Friends of the World Council of Chivehset held their annual 


luncheon meeting in New York on December 8, with Mr, Charles P, Taft presiding 
and Dr Douglas Horton and Dr .A. Visser 't Hooft as featured speakers. 


Pe 


Re-elected to the Board of Directors for the class of 1956 were 
Eleanor Kent Browne, Samuel McCrea Cavert, Edwin T, Dahlberg, Benjamin E, se al 
od. Harl Moreland, Bishop Go Sagar esd Oxnam and Prof. Henry P, Van Dusen, 


We "Friends of the Word Council" is a corporation (for purposes of receiv- 
2 ing gifts) made up of all persons who have contributed to the support of the 

Se World Council during the current year, Membership in the World Council of 
Churches itself is made up of denominational bodies (communion): 31 of the 161 
member Churches are in the Unitec States, and these constitute the United States 

_ Conference for the World Council of cannate cs 


In addressing the meeting of the "Friends," Dr Horton emphasised the 
importance of adequately translating the theological vocabulary of the Assembly 
into the words and experierice of the American layman. It will be necessary for 
_ the delegates to talk in theological terms, he pointed out, in order to come to t 
a meeting of minds and accomplish their work in the two short weeks of the Assem- 
Be Ly. > Then will come the task of interpreting what has been said into the ex- . 
Be arertence and vocabularies of the member Churches and the countries they represent. 


Bee ee De HoOrton seeepensd the Kone en that "on the brown of our. United scones 
"States interdenominational background, almost anything can grow. But we must Lily 
_ take care that this rich and varied background dces not become just a sentimental 
este of tolerant fellowship yee lacks hard-hitting eu gue aan thinking," He.) 4 
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suggested that in the important field of evangelism, American experience has a 
special contribution to make drawing on the story of the Church going westward 
with civilisation across the plains of America, without benefit of subsidies 
from government, as well as the permeation of the far corners of the pagan 
world by American missionaries, He warned, however, lest in getting things 
done, the American Churches might become too technique-minded, and suggested 
that through the Assembly the spirit of the Churches might be enriched through 
contact especially with representatives of some of the Younger Churches of the 
Kast, ' 


"Houmenical fellowship is a mixed experience - stimulating but always 
with tensions involved; full of promise but also sure to present inherent 
dangers of misunderstanding and misinterpretation," This was the view of Dr 
Visser 't Hooft in a final address, "In ecumenical relationships," he said, 
"the joy of discovering new ways of working together is coupled with the always 
recurring question of 'why don't these people talk my language?! or 'why can't 
they appreciate my point of view so that we can get on faster with our mutual 
Peeing ys ss.6 


"The Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches," said Dr Visser 
'~ Hooft, "will offer a real element of adventure for non-Americans who will be 
coming to this country and who will have their first opportunity to share the 
thinking of the American Churches," 


The General Secretary expressed himself as "deeply encouraged" by the 
past month which he has spent in the United States. "I do not think that at 
the Assembly we will have no problems, or that we will not meet with misunder- 
standing. But I have been encouraged by two factors in particular: 


"First, is the attitude of the leadership in the American Churches, . 
These churchmen see clearly the issues at stake in the work of the Council. 
They are seeking to find the answers in an international and ecumenical Christ- 
ian context. JI have been deeply impressed by the unity and the definiteness of 
this leadership. It constitutes an impressive Christian front, with a message 
for both the United States and the rest of the world. 


"Second, I have been impressed by the attitude of your government repre- 
sentatives, In planning for the Assembly, we have had all the help we could 
possibly expect from them, and they have shown real understanding concerning 
the admission of church delegates to the Assembly from all parts of the world. 
Our invitation to the President to address the Assembly was also received with 
genuine cordiality, and we have every hope that he will be able to be with us." 

A] 

Dr Visser 't Hooft described the World Council as by nature a "pioneer- 
ing programme" seeking to find a "third way" that cuts across easily accepted 
dichotomies and deadlocks, "Ecumenically one does not choose between narrow 
denominationalism and the total repudiation of denominationalism," he explained. 
Seeking this ‘third way'me values one's own denomination for its particular 
ecclesiastical treasure, yet looks critically at this heritage to be sure 
whether it is really all treasure or whether all sorts of baggage from past 
social and cultural environment (non-theological factors) are involved." 


Tes tie 
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hat is right for one country - for instance the United States ~- may 
not be right for other countries," The speaker hoped that the press of America 
would interpret the Assembly in the international categories which were the 
only valid ones for interpreting such an international body. "I hope," he con- 


cluded, "that the United States will get, from the Assembly, a sense of belong- 


ing to a much wider fellowship, which will help to keep this nation from suc- 
cumbing to introversion at the very time it is being called to a role of in- 


creasing world leadership." — 2 EeP.S Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKTA Challenging Message to Churches in the West 


!'The Church of Christ is one and embraces all countries and nations. 
Her message remains the same: to proclaim the acts of the Lord and to offer 
the world we live in the Gospel of reconciliation with God, of the forgiveness 
of sins and of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ in truth and love, justice and peace,.' 


This is what the delegates of the Czech Brethren Evangelical Church, 
gathered together at the XIth Synod, affirmed at the beginning of a Message 
sent through "The British Weekly" (London, December 10, 1953) to Protestant 
Churches abroad, The Church, they said, "wants to come closer to the Protestant 
Churches abroad and to tell them how she lives and in what perspective she 
understands her present mission," 


In view of the deep historical changes "which transform international 
relations, change the distribution of world power, mould a new way of iares | 
it is "the duty of our Church to penetrate into the very meaning of what is 
going on." We are convinced "that the retreat of one social structure from 
the state of history and the aseent of another to the responsibility for public 
life has deep roots in sin as well as in human aspiration for higher justice... 
It is hard for us to free ourselves from secular interests, on the one hand, 
and it is easy on the other to consider the pressure of events upon our politic- 
al and social forms and moral conventions as an attack upon the very substance 
of the Church and faith. It is all the more easy, as the secular and material 
interests have penetrated into the foundations of our sanctuary and corrupted 
the integrity of our faith... Only the Risen Christ gives us the courage to 
settle accounts with ourselves and with the past, te look up the road to the 
future with joyful hope." 


Speaking of the dissensions between the Churches the message calls for 
repentance "for everyone of us is responsible for the disruption of Churches 
and for the perilous disunity between the nations." In view of the fact that 
"the Christian countries caused the catastrophe of the two world wars... we are 
also terrified at the thought that it was the Churches and power of Christian 
countries which for... centuries have grown on the poverty and toil of poor and 
backward nations." 


The message asserts that this was why people should try to understand 


the process of history taking place in Eastern Europe and in Asia and "bow down 


before Divine judgments," accepting them as a "precious opportunity for new be- 
ginnings.'"' It is "theologically wrong and biblically dubious" first to declare 
the efforts of this world as something basically evil and worthy of condemna- 

tion, and to approach the problems of today with "a condescending patience and 
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a certain pathos of self-righteousness.' The Churches in the rich and powerful 
countries should try to awaken 'a desire to understand the struggle of the poor 
and long-exploited countries... even though they do it with the aid of an ideol- 
ogy which severely criticises Christianity... 


We do not want to divert attention from the difficulties, mistakes and 
blunders which accompany that great revolutionary process and which again we 
are responsible for, But only the positive understanding of this process can 
assistus, Christian believers, to help, in our own way, in the shaping of new — 
forms of society. Only a courageous and inwardly free faith in Jesus Christ 
enables us to carry into the new society and into the new order a leaven of 
prophetic justice, apostolic life and biblical solidarity in sin and in saving 
grace, Otherwise our Churches would become more and more irrelevant and would 
close the entrance to the heart of the world which is being born. 


"You and we are living in different social and political forms of life. 
But it is the duty of both of us to fight, side by side, for a real agreement 
between our nations, And here we ask some questions: what did we Christians 
do to bring about the end of the bloody and destructive war in Korea? What have 
we done for the admission of the great Chinese nation into the community of 
those who make decisions in the matters of new international orders? What have 
we done to bring about the unification of the German nation by a way of real 
negotiation and agreement? What influence have we exerted upon our statesmen 
and politicians that the 'cold war' cease poisoning nations morally and spread- 
ing an economic and ideological chaos in contemporary mankind? 


"Just at the moment when the forming of a new society of nations in 
common co-operation and trust was started in Central and Eastern Buropean coun- 
tries, at the moment when East German citizens have initiated new social and 
ideological conditions for real friendship with other neighbours, at this very 
moment attempts are being made on the part of the so-called Christian states to 
stop this process of integration of countries which were originally enemies and 
to make us return to the point where we started the reckless march into the 
catastrophe of the World War II. Is it so difficult to realise that the re- 
militarisation of a nation which had been dragged by her false leaders to a 
military aggression of the most perverse nature means an unwillingness to learn 
from the judgments of the Lord? That it means forcing the German nation on to 
the road which brought her to destruction and the suffering of millions? 


"We do not want to say that only our way of fighting for peace is pos- 
sible and thinkable. If you hesitate to join our peace effort, do organise 
such campaigns yourselves which you consider better and more effective. Remind 
your statesmen that mankind cannot be divided into two hostile blocs and that 
the unity of mankind cannot. be denied, Do challenge them to negotiations around 
'the round table', to such negotiations as would not cease until an agreement 
has been reached, We are afraid that the ways of presentday policy of the so- 
called Western and Christian nations can weaken and make sterile the great 
heritage of the best Western minds..." B.P.o. Geneva 
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KENYA Open Letter from Leaders of Christian Churches 


An Open Letter, the latest of many representations about "abuses of 
power by certain members of the forces of law and order", which have been made 
during the past year by Christian leaders in Kenya and in Great Britain, was 
published early in December in Nairobi, It reads: 


Wie, leaders of Christian Churches and organisations working in Kenya, 
feel it our duty to record the abhorrence with which we read the published re- 
cords of evidence given before a civil court and a recent Court Martial. We 
know that our feelings are widely shared. 


(We have repeatedly expressed at the highest level our grave concern at 
abuses of power by certain members of the forces of law and order, We know 
that stern directives have been issued by His Excellency the Governor and by 
the Commander-in-Chief condemning and forbidding such brutal and illegal pract- 
ices. We believe that in certain quarters there have been signs of improvement, 
We are, however, still gravely concerned at the situation, and we shall continue 
to bring to the notice of those in authority the need for a radical change in 
attitude and in action on the part of many of these responsible for the re- 
establishment of law and order, 


"To the members of our several Churches and organisations of all races 
who are serving with Military Units, or with the Kenya Police, Kenya Folice Re- 
serve, or Home Guard, we would say this: In spite of seeming provocation or 
even in face of apparent encouragement to indulge in cruel abuse of power, do 
not do so. You are Christians, and such action is un-Christian, Moreover, it 
in no way furthers the cause of law and order. In ways both direct and indirect 
it defers the time when lawlessness will be eliminated. I1t also establishes a 
legacy of hate that will last for generations, thereby endangering the whole 
future of this country. 


"In our Churches on Sundays and at other times we remember you in our 
prayers, knowing how heavy a task is laid upon you." 


The Letter ig signed by the Anglican Bishop of Mombasa, the Moderator 
of the Church of Scotland in East Africa, representatives of the Presbyterian 
Church of Bast Africa and the Church of Scotland Mission Council, the Methodist 
Church in Kenya, the Salvation Army, the Church Missionary Society's Kenya 
Mission, the Christian Council of Kenya and the Provost of Nairobi. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


COLOMBIA Call to Prayer for Colombian Protestants 


The Evangelical Confederation of Colombia has issued the following Call 
to Prayer signed by the Rev, José D. Fajardo and the Rev, Robert W,. Lazear dr., 
President and Executive Secretary respectively of the organisation, 


"Whereas the Government of Colombia, South America, announced on Sept. 
3, 1953, that Protestant Christian pastors and missionaries are to be expelled 
from 18 regions of the country having a combined area of three-fourths of the 
national territory, and that within that vaste area no form of Evangelical 
Christianity shall be permitted; and 
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"Whereas the Government's order means the abandonment of thousands of 
Protestant Christians, who are left without the services of pastors, as well as 
the closing of dozens of primary day schools and health centres; and 


"Whereas appeals for justice to municipal, departmental, and national 
officials, including the President of the Republic, have produced no effect, 
other than a modification which cancels the expulsion order against Protestant 
foreign missionaries while still forbidding the presence of Colombim pastors 
within the prohibited areas and proscribing every form and manifestation of 
Protestant Christianity ; 


"We therefore, in the name of the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia, 
do earnestly call upon our Christian brethren in all parts of the world to 
unite in prayer before Almighty God, to the end that the Church in Colombia may 
be delivered from the unjust and cruel intentions of the civil Government, that 
Colombian Christians may be strengthened in their time of trial, and that by 
their witness the Kingdom of Jesus Christ may increase and shine throughout the 


world,' B.P.S. Geneva 
GERwANY "The Evangelical Church of the Union" 


The Evangelical Church of the Old Prussian Union is in future to be 
known as "Evangelical Church of the Union." The Evangelical Church of the Old 
Prussian Union was composed of Churches brought together in 1817 by a union of 
the Lutheran and Reformed congregations in the lands then held by the King of 
Prussia. 


This decision was taken by the Synod at its meeting in Weissensee, 
Berlin, on December 12, The rule adopted declares by way of introduction that 
the confessional basis of the Church and its legal status remain unaltered by 
the change of name. In addition, it settles the changes in the constitution 
which have become desirable as a result of the renaming of the Church, Article 
2 is also a new introduction, stating that member Churches of the Evangelical 
Church of the Union can also be themselves Churches, which may on application, 
and with the concurrence of the Evangelical Church in Germany, be admitted by 
the Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Union. 


Speaking as chairman of the constitutional committee, Dean Bohm stress- 
ed the need for the change of name, The exression "Old Prussian" was, he said, 
outworn, After the Old Prussian Church had come increasingly to shake off the 
bonds between Church and State, its unity now consisted much more in a spiritual 
cohesion and the proper co-ordination of confessions than in the regulation of 
administration. In the discussions with the other Evangelical Churches in 
Germany and with the World Council of Churches it had become more and more 
obvious how difficult it was to make the name "Old Prussian" comprehensible. 

The new name left the door open to living discussion and living contact with 
other Churches. E.P.S.Geneva 


Lutheran Churches' Efforts for Union 


Concrete reports aré now to hand from Israel, South Africa and Japan 
for closer co-operation within the Lutheran Chureh all over the world. 


ws! 
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Israel:- The text of the constitution for a projected Council of 
Lutheran Churches in Israel, to secure close co-operation among all Lutheran 
bodies within the State of Israel, has been submitted to the mission boards of 
the Churches concerned for ratification. The member Churches of the Lutheran 
World Federation working in Israel are the Churches of Denmark, Finland, Norway 
and Sweden, The Council would also be open to other member Churches of the 
Federation who accept its constitution. 


South Africa:—- On November 20 a "Council of Churches on a Lutheran 
Basis in South-West Africa was established in Pretoria, This new Council unites 
the mission fields of South and South-West Africa, Zululand and the Transvaal, 
and is the result of negotiations with lutheran missionary societies of various 
nationalities, 


The main duties of the Council will include fostering closer relations 
between member Churches; stimulating joint study of theological questions on 
the basis of the irrefragable authority of the Bible; extending church life in 
the towns by close co-operation; making provision for the pastoral care of 
church members arriving in an unknown environment; representing the member 
Churches on ecumenical bodies ‘in South Africa; representing member Churches in 
dealing with Governments in questions where their interests are better served by 
joint action, 


The following missionary societies were represented at the meeting: 


The American Lutheran Mission, the Berlin Mission, the Mission of the Swedish 


Church, the Finnish Mission in Ovamboiand and Okavango, the Hermannsburg Mission, 
the Norwegian Mission, the Rhine Mission in South-West Africa and the Moravian 
Brethren, 


Japan:— Lutheran unity in Japan was the main topic of discussion at . 


the All Lutheran Free Conference meeting in Nara, October 14-15. The meeting 


was attended by 90 of the 250 Lutheran missionaries in Japan, representing ten 
mission groups from three countries, 


The Japan Lutheran Church, it was emphasised, feels it highly desirable 
that all the lutheran missions be united in their work in Japan. At present the 
Lutheran Missions, eight of which have had word in Japan only since the war, 
have a comity agreement whereby their work is centred in different geographical 
areas, Three of the Mission groups (Augustana lutheran Mission, the Lutheran 
Evangelical Association of Finland, and the United Lutheran Church in America) 
have already integrated their work with that of the Japan Lutheran Church, which 
was originally founded by the United Lutheran Church in America, 


The conference resolved to set up a study committee composed of two re- 
presentatives from each Mission and from the Japan Lutheran Church, which will 
try to evolve a possible doctrinal basis for unity and a formula of union. The 
committee will present a report to the various groups for approval early next 
year. The next conference meeting will be held in the spring. EeP.S, Geneva 
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GERMANY Agreement between Protestant and Catholic Clergy 
in Bavaria 


The pastors' association of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria 
and the Catholic Clergy Association have resolved to co-operate in seeing to the 
defence of their common interests against attack, and tc work together for the 
maintenance of confessional peace. The two bodies wish to take measures against 
prevailing misconceptions, to endeavour to even out differences arising between 
clergy of their respective confessions, and to influence the church Press in 


this direction. B.P.o Geneva 


GERMANY ' Old Catholic Church Consecrated with Ecumenical Aid 


The Old Catholic Church in Germany consecrated on November 22 its first 
new church building since the war in the three-year old town of Neugablonz near 
Kaufbeuren in Bavaria, In his sermon of consecration Bishop Demmel acknowledged 
the gifts from the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA, sent through the 
World Council of Churches, which had helped to complete this church, "Without 
this fraternal assistance the church could never have been built," he said. 
Turning to the Evangelical pastor, the Bishop added: "As you and your congrega~ 
tion do not have your own church in Neugablonz, we would like you to use this 
church for your services, Our mutual need, our brotherhocd in Christ must be 

expressed in more than words and vain wishes. You are invited to use this 
church for sermons, baptists and holy communion services, according to your 


tradition." B.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA | Call to Prayer 


The National Christian Council of India issued a Call to Prayer for 
November 29, the first Sunday in Advent. 


"..,ebet us thank God - the Call stated + for God's continued blessings 
upon the work of the Church in India, and for the new responsiveness to the 
Gospel on the part of new groups; or guiding the Church through a period of 
doubt and fear in recent months; for the progress in negotiations for church 
union in North India; for the new interest on the part of the Churches and 
missions in the missionary obligation of the Church; for the insights which 
have been gained through recent ecumenical conferences, especially those held 
at Willingen, Kottayam and Lucknow. 


"Let us pray — far the deepening of the spiritual life of our congrega- 
tions, for ministers and evangelists, and for an increasingly effective witness 
to Christ by the lay people in all walks of life; for the unity of the Church, 
and especially for efforts for church union in India; for God's blessings upon 
the outcome of the recent triennial meeting of the National Christian Council, 
for the officers and secretaries of the National and Regional Christian Councils; 
for the peace of the world, and in particular for cordial relations between 
Pakistan and India; for all in authority and oositions of responsibility in our 
country, for the President of our Republic, the Prime Minister and his Cabinet, 
governors of the states; for God's blessing upon the Five-Year Plan’for the up- 
lift of the country... for the second Assembly of the world Council of Churches, 
that through its deliberations and its influence Christendom may be confirmed 
in its faith in Christ Who is the Hope of the World..." EoP.S.Geneva 


a2 


ak 


elie 


ie 


h 
% a 
> 


* fe a) i oe a a 

er eee 

“Ctr on Wiha 
oka _ . 


os 
$356 
Peek be bee 


st 


« ma 
WH fal ee 


